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XY - §|ECOLOGICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL and POLITICAL DISCOURSE

Ecoso 2/49, Sept. 1998 Incorp No.A0022696P

ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THIS ECOSO

The articles in this Ecoso raise issues about finding common
ground between the union movement and the community movement. The
enclosed Supplement can assist with promoting this aim. Extra
copies of the supplement are available (see enclosed leaflet,)

The community has much to {eawn from the history of union association and
s support for others. The challenge to community ofy global capital 5 just
as protound as it 15 to workens, and how community s to Mabilise and
onganise soctally 15 very much an open question. New coalitions of this kind
are potentially a way of renewal for a new unionism too. Imagination s
o needed to strengthen the relations éetween community and unions &, an

opportunity s to be tumned into practical political and ethically sustainable
boums of ewnistence.

(Quote thom John Hinkson's anticle on the MUA, Arena No 35, June 1998.

CONTENTS _
Page 1. News from the Crow Collection

2. Rail and Road Issues in Albury/Wodonga
2. B Doubles and B Triples - 36.5 metre trucks.
3. Linking the Unions and the Community (Peter Gibbons)
4., Multi-culturalism (1954 guote from Vance Palmer)
4., Toxic Waste Dumps (VUT Statement)
4., Mortgages -~ A Critical Factor for Prime Minister
5. Radical Politics (Boris Frankel)
6 People Together Project - Resolution on Widening Gap.
7. High Cost of Economic Rationalism (Elsa Underhill)
8. Information About Ecoso and Crow Collection.

Enclosures :- Supplement on Linking Unions and the Community

& Leaflet about Frayed Nerves or Freight Centres

ooooooooooooooo

NEWS FROM THE CROW COLLECTION

The 1998 Annual General Meeting. After eight years the Crow
Collection Association is re-appraising how it fulfils its aims
and objects. Seven main issues were discussed at its 1998 AGM
(held on June 17th) -

1. The widening gap between rich and poor and the
significance of the Community Summit (People Together)
The relevance of "Seeds for Change" after 20 years
Linking Trade Unions and local community organisations.
Combatting conservative political strategies (One Nation).
The affect of economic rationalism on rural areas.

The loss of Rainbow Alliance, (curtailment of People's Ctte)
The need to re-examine theories and practices on
community development.

NOOMbkhWN

.

Information about Crow Collection Association, ph. 03/9329.8685.
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Twin Problems in the Twin Towns
TRANSPORT ISSUES IN ALBURY AND WODONGA

In fact all the freight now carried by trucks on the Hume
Highway could be carried on just over 10 extra freight trains
per day. (quote from Public Tranport User Association Newsletter, July 1998)

Albury residents are campaigning for the withdrawal of plans for
a freeway which threaten to cut the town in half.

Wodonga residents are campaigning against a propoasl to close
their rail station.

The Save our Cities Group recognises that Albury's most pressing
problem is the increase in heavy freight traffic that roars
through the city day and night. It believes that incentives to ‘
move freight by rail would solve this problem, emphasising that
rail offers a far more energy-efficient, quieter and safer
solution than road freight. The freeway proposal is estimated to
cost $200 million.

The Wodonga Train Group are campaigning against the State
Government spending $45 million to take a railway crossing out
as this will really mean closing the Wodonga station. The Trains
Group is advocating using the $45 million to rehabilitate the
standard gauge line to Melbourne.

B-Double and B-Triple.
TRUCKS MEASURING 36.5 METRES ON FREEWAYS AND COUNTRY ROADS ?2°?

"B Doubles" have already been trialled, and "B Triples" are about
to be trialled. NO ! these are not the names of new actors in the
ABC's Bananas in Pyjamas, they are the names given to out-sized
trucks. Maybe you, already, have met a "B.Double” monster on a
freeway or country road - a "B.Double" is one prime mover pullin
two trailers (about the length of one and a half semi-trailers.-
a "B.Triple" will be 36.5 metres in length, twice as long as
semi-trailer.

Environment Victoria and the Australian Railway Association (ARA;
the peak industry body for the rail industry in Australia and NZ)
have joined forces and are keen to work with other groups to
influence government policy on a wide range of transport policies
both urban and non-urban, both freight and passenger. For more
details of B-triple see the RACV magazine.. of course the RACV is
enthusiatic about their use. (For more information about how the
community is campaigning against B Double and B Triples phone or call :-
Environment Victoria at 19 O'Connell Street, North Melbourmne 3051, phone
9348.9044 and/or call or phone the Public Tramsport User Association, ground
floor, Roos House, 247 Flinders Lane MelbourneO

Don't miss out on ordering your copy of Frayed Nerves or Freight Centres,
a publication from 1979 but still relevant. (Order form enclosed)
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Linking the Unions and the Community

Contributed by Peter Gibbons (Chair of Crow Collection and Organiser AMWU)

A lot has been written about the broad support for the Maritime
Union of Australia and the waterfront dispute against Patricks.

Throughout the history of trade unions in Australia major
disputes have been supported by broad community alliances with
the union members who are directly involved in the dispute

Circumstances vary in each dispute but the common factor is the
recognition that the particular dispute has some, or will have
some broader effect upon the community in general.

Various support bodies have come and gone over the years, for
example the Women's Auxillaries of the Miners' Federation, the
Waterside Union and the Railway Union, direct support from Credit
Unions, Co-operatives for food and finance, broad based support
fund organisation.

In the past these movements have had particular strength in well
defined localities. These types of alliances are reappearing and
new, broader-based alliances are forming for the first time.

The political and industrial change, we have seen in the past 20
yvears, is the major factor for this development. Large areas of
provincial Australia have seen both jobs and state services
disappear. Strong campaigns have developed to retain jobs and
services in these rural localities.

Coupled with this, the decline of manufacturing industry in major
metropolitan centres has increased the pressure on job
availability and flowed through to the down-grading of service
industries such as public transport, port services and so on.
There is no planned replacement of the jobs lost.

We must continue to foster the alliance between workers in the
trade unions and the broader community because workers are the
community.

ECOSO SUPPLEMENT

| Included with this Ecoso i a four-page Supplement. It includes a chart on
| Redationships Between Social Movements, and an aticle On the Wateroni:
| Lessons {rom the Waterfpront Dispute (republished fpom Neaus).

The chart shows that although dibherent movements represent a diversity o
social interests, goals and political approaches there i5 a propound
convergence and complimentarnity ofy the basic concens, precisely because they
nepresent responses to dibherent aspects of the undesirability of existing social
stwctures, Note :- Potentially, the labour movement has some common ground
with every other social movement on the Chant.

CTOwerland” 151 ;  Winter: 1998, featurds: soags, poems, iBtories: and interviews:
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Retrieval of Bits and Pieces

VANCE PALMER ON MULTICULTURALISM - A VOICE FROM THE PAST

From the beginning, the Australian community has easily assimilated the small
treshets of Ewropean migration that came to it and they have left no distinguisable
marks on its character. In some respects it would have been better th they had. It
s twe that government can be carvied out on more efpbictently with a homogeneous
popiilation, speaking one language and having one tradition of law; but the smooth
working of laws and institutions is not the ondy thing to ée taken into account.
Australian e today would be richer o it had been able to dvaw on a greater
vaniety of immigrants; on the different cultures of people who would have each
becen able to contnibute something of s own to the national being. ...Although
Australia has not benelited by the migration of groups who might have brought with
them their communal arts and crabts, it has undoubtedly had its creative energies
quickened by individuals of foreign blood. To realise this, one has ondy to glance _
a Ust of people who have shown distinction in the ats and sciences from Lawson i
Hans Heysen from Baron von Muller to General Monash. (Quote from "The Legend
of the Nineties by Vance Plamer published by MU Press 1954. Emphasis added by
Ecoso, )

SPEAKING OUT ON MATTERS OF CONCERN TO WESTERN REGION

The Chancellorn of the Victoria Univesity of Technology has waiten to the Minister
of Planning expressing concern over the lack of recognition given to views of docal
Western Region residents regarding the proposed toxic landpidd.

AND
VUT Deputy Vice Chancellor, Paul Clark, has publicly expressed concean over the
same due. Speaking at a graduation ceremony in May he said :-:

Victorvia Unévensity considens that o, a community &5 50 cleardy opposed to a
development of thes kind on @5 doovstep, ¢ should have the vghit to say no to that
development.... the Universdy has an ampodant role to play n sevxng the local
community and thés means somelimes being obliged to speak out on ¢ssues of concern
to people of the Western Regéon ... Weag/l.eeauiththepeopleo&wwdeeﬂmtﬂw._
Western Regéon must no longer ée regarded as a dumpéing ground for Melbourne
repuse. ... the Uniwersity has made these views clear to the Governmeni and would
continue to do 50 as long as the commundy of Wewébee 5 thheatened. (Front page

article in "Nexus” published by Victoria University of Technology).
MORGAGES - A CRITICAL FACTOR FOR PRIME MINISTER HOWARD

It was not the moMgage that domesticated the 19504 but the ghrowing sense o
certainty that a mortgage could be paid. For John Howard hoping to emulate
Menzies acheivements, this 5 a critical factor that 6 no longer his to delivenr.
(from David Glanz "The Paper House" by David Glanz "Eureka Street” Vol 8,
No 6, Juky/Aug. 1998,)

More information about the Crow Collection :-
Telephone 03/9688.4754, 03/9329.8685, Fax 03/9688.4324
E-mail :CROWCOLL@VUT.EDU.AU.
or on Internet WWW.VUT.EDU.AU/LIBRARY/COLLECTIONS/CROW .HTML
NOTE :- There is a sqﬁ gle after ..7AU/ ..
Ecoso typewriter can't squiggle. so please excuse handwritten sqguiggle
See back cover for history of Ecoso and Crow Collection.
Subscription $10 for 5 issues.
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Radical Politics
THE FALTERINGS OF A THIRD WAY

The last Ecoso (No 2/48, June 1998), included an article about the
final meeting of the Rainbow Alliance and another one on the
launching of The Reds. In this Ecoso we are complementing these
two articles by reprinting some paragraphs from an essay by
Boris Frankel entitled Radical Politics.. The Falterings of the
Third Way. (published in Arena 35, June/July 1998)

Boris was one of the foundation members of the RA. He states :-
The RA was not a traditional left party cross-dressing in green or in other new
social movment clothes. Yet it too failed, even though it had absovbed valuable
lessons from the eardien struggles of both the old working class parties and the new
soctal movement’s originating in the 19605,

He states one of the aims of his essay ... It is appropvate to examine
why radical organisations such as the Raindow Alliance died and what the
possibilities are for a new radical political force emerging in contemporary
Australia.

Referring to the recent MUA strike. .. Despite the encowaging display
0 undon and community resistance, what s overdooked 15 that beyond the wharves,
in contrast to militant unionism of ealier decades, there are no large radical
organisations capable of mobilising people to challenge the major parties

In his conclusions he states... The suwival of a sthong union movement
5 oital. But it should not be conpused with the development of a political movement
which breaks the economic rationalist framework which Sl governs ALP policies.

He expresses his pessimism about the current situation... In
contvast to widespread calls for a new radical politics in the eady to mid-19805,
the 19905 saw radical politics reduced to debensive anti-economic rationalist policy
demands that barnely aticulated alternative socio-economic and political culturad
visions and Stwategies.... any Musions about thein efbectiveness in the face of
awthless governments such as Kennett's has dong been dispelled.

He then presents some of reasons for being pessimistic... Futuwe
historians will debate whether economic rationalist politics could have been stopped
dwung the 19805 or whether global forces and domestic neo-liberal zealots were
tnevitably going to tviumph. Simidady, historians will evaluate whether more
patience, political tnsight and co-operation could have suvmounted the combination
of personalities, divisive agendas and unfavowrable socio-cultural conditions that all
prevented a thind political force from breaking the mould of party politics in
contemporarny Australia.

He calls for a different way of being political... The new market
wdes of the game requine a ditderent type of political response not yet seen in

Australia. (Emphasis added by Ecoso.. its crucial to heed this challenge !)

There are glimpses of hope in his final paragraph, but only
glimpses .. Perhaps there 5 sHll an outside chance that the new spirit of
resistance and homthcoming fpederal election may prove to be a catalyst for the
suwwwival of a third force... Perhaps in the aftermath of the waterfront dispute there
will be less hostility between the "greens” and rhe "reds”. Needless to say, any such
electoral success would be short-lived without the subsequent development of a
bwad-based grass roots movement which tackles domestic political economic, cultural
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and ecological problems within the context of globlisation... it s the level of

eadrha—

pauuumuuau;acuuuy‘uzteamnzeawmonsthatuammueqlde&nesthetﬂéﬁwenae

between alternative political movements. ... Regardless of where one thinks the
agents of, social change will come fpom, one can be certain that despite
globalisation and the needs for new political responses there can never be an

new

entirnely new political wheel. Most likely a certain number of the old spokes will
need to be re~invented. In this respect both the negative and positive experiences

of the Rainbow Alliance will continue to be aelevant. (Ecoso emphasis).

Shaping Vlctorla s Future

COMMUNITY SUMMIT - PEOPLE TOGETHER PROJECT
Resolution on the Widening Gap.

In Australia the gap is widening and it does not have to be
way. A freeh message needs to be spread widely.

Our Message is :-

Australia is a community not a market. Our governments
trustees of the common wealth, not vendors of it.

We acknowledge markets as one part of how a community

this

@

are

thrives. If the rules of the market alone govern a community

they will destroy it.

A community looks after its own. Markets, through
competition set each of us against the other. Winners t
all and losers despair.

Insecure, we become fearful. Fear makes us reluctant to

ake

defend what we sense is slipping away; that vague notion
that Australia is a place that gives everyone a fair go.

Despair and insecurity are not economically rational. Fear

stymies prosperity.

Every person can legitimately expect food and shelter,
in sickness, defence at law, dignity at work, and the
opportunities and pleasures that education opens.

The land that abounds in natures gifts can afford to pr
at least these basic needs for all of us. To this end t
equitably reckoned is legitimately sought from us all.

The shared business of citizens, directly and through
elected representatives is to debate with tolerance the
way to shape events together to meet every person's bas
needs.

Ccare L 4

ovide
ax,

best
ic

Before events shape us and our country into something we

hardly recognise, and find difficult to love.
WE MUST ACT TOGETHER TO BRIDGE THE WIDENING GAP.

(Emphasis added by Ecoso)

The people Together Project is a community effort which works to promote a
caring society, It is chaired by Jean McCaughey and Ben Bodna (03.9347.0022)




INFORMATION ABOUT THE CROW COLLECTION ASSOCIATION

» and
ECOSO EXCHANGE NEWSLETTER
Eco - ecological, Soc - sociological, Exchange -non authoritarian

The Crow Collection Association (Incorporation Number A0022696P) has the aim
of enhancing the comprehensiveness of and accessibility to the books and
manuscripts in the Collection at the Victoria University of Technology
(Footscray). The Ecoso Exchange Newsletter is one way this aim is implemented.

Since 1990 the Ecoso Exchange Newsletter has been the newsletter for the Crow
Collection Association. However, the forerunner of Ecoso was first published
in 1967 as a follow-up publication to the trade-union based Living Standards
Convention which was held that year. Until 1973 it was called Irregular” but
then this was changed to Ecoso Exchange and four guidelines were adopted :-

THE ECOSO EXCHANGE GUIDELINES.
Adopted 1973 and Endorsed by Crow Collection Association 1990.

1. The promotion of community participa™ .on

2, ‘opularising changing life styles which combat consumerism
3. Advocating restricted use of‘non-renewable resaqurces

4. Achieving these objectives through participation.

The Crow Collection Association is administered by a Committee of Management.
Currently the C.of M. members are :- Mark Armstrong-Roper (VUT Library Rep.),
Sheila Byard (Hon.Sec.); Christine Carolan, Ruth Crow (C-ordinator), Audrey
Davies (Treasurer), John Dick, Peter Durkins, Peter Gibbons (Chair), Louise
Glanville, Michael Hamel-Green, Susan Kyte, Jenny Lane (Public Officer},
Colin Long, Angela Munro, Val Noone, Julius Roe, Jos van den Berg.

The main funds for the Crow Collection Association come from subscriptions to
Ecoso - $10 for 5 issues. More information by phoning (03)-9329.8685.

Postal address :- Crow Collection, C/o Ms Sheila Byard, Victoria University of
Technology. (F.003) PO Box 14428 Melbourne. CMC, Australia 8001,

Archives Libranan
Sarab-Browtr(C)
VUT

ST ALBANS

4§ '——

W COLLECTION
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Potential for D

FEMINIST

COMHUNITY

PEACE &
ANTI-

NUCLEAR

ENVIRONHERT

ABORIGINAL

HUMAN

RIGHTS -

INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPHMENT

COMMUNAL

CO-OPERATIVES

ANIMAL
RIGHTS

SPIRITUAL/

RELIGIOUS

LABOUR

patriarchal
dominance &
hierarchical
organisation

State/private
services with
paid labour vs
co-operatives
with volunteers

Employment
versus
disarmament/
anti-nuclear
conflict

Employment
versus
eunvironment
conflict

Land rights
versus jobs
from mining,
etc.

National self-
interest versus
international
equity

Potential
ghettoes for
unemployed

Employment Vs
protection of
animal rights

Emphasis of
spiritual
alienation vs
class conflict

FEMINIST

Women workers®

interest in
overcoming
economic
exploitation

pPatriarchal
aspects of
aboriginal
culture

patriarchal
aspects of
traditional
cultures

Patriarchal
aspects of
religions

P
N
PEACE &
COMMUNITY ANTL-NUCLEAR

Mutual interest
in community
development

and well-being

Mutual interest
in increased
access to social
resources &
community coantrol

Social justice
versus
environmental
conservation

Worker interest
in demilitaris-
ation & peaceful
development

Resistance to
violence &
destructive
technologies

Mutual interest
in developuent
of peaceful
way of life

Aboriginal
support for
uranium wining

ENVIRONHMENT

Worker interest
in health prot-
ection, socially
useful production
& sustainable
economy

Mutual interest
in safe tech~
nology, healthy
eaviromment &
increased comm—
unity control

HMutual interest
in socially use~
ful production,
healthy eanviron-
ment & community
control

Hutual opposi-

to social costs

& human & ecol-
ogical threats of
militarism &
uranium 1ndustry

Conflicting
priorities for
land management

Conflict over
proposed limits
on family size

Opposition to
culling of
vildlife

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN ¢

Potential for Umt

|
ABORIGINAL -
__——-‘_—‘

Mutual intecest
in resxstand‘“
economic exploit”

ation ard pM”' ;

ical oppressi®
1

Mutual interst.
io resisting
economic exwdv
ation & politr
ical/social
oppression
Mutual Interest |
in sociil jut
ice, conmunity
control and aff-
irmation of o
munity identity

Resistance to

uranium minisg,
military basesé
weapons testin

Mutual interest

in protectionof
environmental her
itage & incremsed
community control

Conflicting
attitudes to
treatment of
animals

Chat Prepared by Conserver E

The Comserven Economics Group of, the Consen vation Council

19800uﬂﬂtﬂle:t.zi;no{,h,ybbgwummwnt#wmnm3m
'E'b the Energy Crisio which was published in 1978. Seedsr 4o (

LmEnmyMMaw&xfothNmmweMMd&om
and the working papers which were wsed during the prepan
Collection at the Footscray Campuws of the Victoria Univensy
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fnynity

Miitvay,

Kslintece st
Uttitance to
%“kcxploit—
Bl polic-
Woression

hmVMerest_
Utiting

ki exploit~
| polit_
talfsia]

Optsion

bitnlincerest
'\.Mot:njl Jiust~
1, amunity
witland af f-
itin of com—
witjidentity

Iitace to
wiwnining ,
il bases &
W test 1ng

bl interest
yection o f
wimental her-
it Increased
sty control

gooflicting
attitdes tO
wetwent of
gils

AN

HUMAN

RIGHTS

Defence of workers

interests, resistance
to job discrimination

and oppression of
basic political
rights

Resistance to

economic exploitation

& political/social
oppression of women

Resistance to

" political, economic

& social oppression

Resistance to
militarism &

political oppression

Support for improved
living environment

& increased self-
reliance & community
control

Resistance to
political, economic
and social
oppression

va

INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPHENT

International
solidarify against
economic exploit-
ation & support
for increased
self-reliance

Solidarity to
overcome
oppression of
.women & promote
co-operative
developments

Solidarity to
overcome economic
exploitation &
promote co-operat-
ative, self-reliant
development

Mutual opposition
to the political &
economic dominance
of militarism and
associated
industries

Mutual interest in
production for soc-
ial needs using
appropriate tech-
nology, on
sustainable basis

Solidarity to over-
come economic exp-
loitation & promote
co-operative self-
reliant development

Interdependence

of political,
economic and social
oppression '

et Economics Group

(uncil of Victoria came togethenr in the early
anSaub $or Change - Creatively Congronting
b $0v Change, The Nunawading Energy Study,
w“maouuua Economéic Stategy 4or Social Change
?mﬁwwu&wtob these repous, ane in the Crow
muwe/muy of Technology, phone 03.9329.8685.

7l

COMHMURAL
CO-OPERATIVES

Opportunities

for non~alienating
labour based on
co-operative
production for
social needs

Opportunities for
development of a
co-operative,
fulfilling way

of life

Mutual interest

in self-reliant,
co-operative
developuent, using
appropriate tech~
nology

Mutual interest
in a more peaceful

vay of life

Mutual interest in
production for soc-
ial needs using
appropriate tech-
nology, on
sustainable basis

Mutual interest in
development of
viable community

structures affirming

values and identity

Shared emphasis

on necessity of
respect for
individual autonomy

Mutual intecest
in self-reliant
co-operative
development to
meat social needs

ANIMAL

RIGHTS

Opposition to
dominance of
agribusiness

Opposition to
animal exploit-
ation for
“feminine'

consumerlsm

Mutual interest
in 2 more
caring way of
life

Mutual interest
in non-violent,
caring way of

life

Mutual interest
in nurtturing
attitude
towards nature

Opposition to
pastoral
interests

HMutual interest
in a more
caring way of
life

Opposition to
agribusiness

B SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

SPIRITUAL/

RELIGIOUS

Mutual interests
in social justice
and political
liberties

Mutual interest

in developing
personal/spiritual
awareness, social
justice & political
emancipation

Mutual interest
in social justice
and political
emancipation

Mutual interest
in a more

peaceful way
of life

HMutual interest
in appreciation
and protectioa of
nature

Affirmation of
aboriginak
religious/cyuleural
traditions; suppor!
for social justice

Support for
religious freedom
& political rigats

Mutual interest in
social Jjustice &
affirmation of
cultural identity

Mutual interest Mutual interest

in non-violent,
caring way of
life using
appropriate *
technology

in developing
personal/spiritual
awareness & affir-
ming coammunity
identity

Mutual interest
in a more caring
way of life

More copies of this supplement are available from the Crow Collection

Association (03) 9329.8685.

to cover cost would be appreciated.

Donations
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A SPECIAL OFFER OF A UNIQUE PUBLICATION ON FREIGHT TRANSPORT

Frayed Nerves or Freight Centres

TOWARDS A RATIONAL MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT IN MELBOURNE
Prepared by the Urban Freight Group IN 1979
BUT VERY RELEVANT TODAY.

The Urban Freight Croup consisted of representatives of the following Groups

Kensington Association Aust. Fed. Union of Locomotive Engineers
North Melbourne Association Australian Railways Union

Flemington Association Citizens Against Freeways

West Melbourne Association Conservation of Urban Energy Group
Carlton Association Conservation Council of Victoria

In addition the following municipalities provided financial assistance
Port Melbourne Council Fitzroy City Council
Collingwood City Council

The Urban Freight Group linked unions and community organisations

and was supported by some local municipal councils.

If you would like to purchase a 12 page extract from this document (which will
include the summary, the maps and a chapter on "Future Prospects") please fill
in' this form and send it with $5.00 to the Crow Collection Association, C/o
Arts, Victoria University (F003) PO Box 14428 Melbourne CMC, Australia 8001.
NAME. . ... ... iceeeeee , ADDRESS . . ... ittt tteeeeoeseooocoosonoenes
G emececsseccecaccccrasecsececses .POST CODE ..... PHONE. .. .. v v ...
Amount enclosed. ....or a complimentary COpPy please, ( ) see below.
A limited number of complimentary copies is available for people living
beyond the metropolitan area, but the order form must be sent in by everyone
who wants a copy.




