CCROW=-BOX3- 310 - Doc

Documents About History
of
The TRG, Irregular and Ecoso Exchange
1967 to 1998

Compiled 1998.

1. Potted History of Ecoso 1967 to 1979

(orginally written by Maurie Crow for Ecoso 21))

2. Irregular/TRG,

Ecoso/Crow Collection
/ . (written by Ruth Crow 1998)

3. Maurie Crow and the Town Planning

Research Group
(Written Ruth Crow 1998)

4. Review of Subscribers to Ecoso
(written by Ruth Crow mid 1990s)



Irregular/TRG
Ecoso and the Crow Collection.

Irregular was first published in 1967 and those to whom it was
first circularised were invited to attend a regular monthly
discussion group. The discussion group was called the Town
Planning Research Group.

The newsletter was published monthly and the discussion group was
also held monthly until 1971, and from then until 1979 at
quarterly intervals. The discussion group met in Kevin Borlands
office until 1973 and after that in the meeting room at Maurie
Crow's ofice in Plumbers Union Building )Office. (see attachment
extract from Ecoso, December 1979 for reasons for discontinuing
the newsletter and discussion group).

After Maurie died in 1988 I revised Ecoso but not TRG. My
intention was to produce about a dozen quarterly issues, offering
access to some of our documents through a system of DATE
(Documents Available Through Ecoso). About half of the
subscribers were from those who had previously subscribed. (see
comparison below).

In 1990, after the Crow Collection was acquired by the Victoria
University (then the Footscray Institute of Technology), and with
the formation of the Crow Collection Association, Ecoso became
the newsletter for the Crow Collection Association.

COMPARING IREGULAR/TRG/ECOSO
WITH ECOSO/CROW COLLECTION ASSOCIATION.

l.Subscribers. Until 1975 Irregular/Ecoso had about 130
subscribers. These were mainly people directly involved in
planning, architects, engineers, councillors, with a few trade
unionists. Its main direction was to examine state and local
government planning. In particular to involve people in more
activity at local government level.

After 1975 the subscription list was broadened to include more
people involved in organisations promoting ideas about ecological
issues and social issues such as child care.

Until 1975 there were no interstate subscribers, but after the
Radical Ecology Conference the total number of subscribers
increased and included a dozen or so from other States.

Between 1967 and 1979 the main age of subscribers would have been
between 30 and 45 with a few older people, eg Maurie Crow, Lloyd
Edmonds, Frank Meyer (both Lloyd and Frank had worked closely
with Maurie in the Clerks Union and Australian Council of
Salaried and Professional Associations/ ACSPA included
organisations such as engineers and draftsmane in its membership
a few of whom were TRG participants and Irregular/Ecosor
subscribers). Another older member was Vic Marks who was very
active in the Amalganated Enginering Union, Severa younger



trade unionists were also involved.

The mailing list from the earlier Ecoso was used to solicits
subscribers to the second series, with a reasonable response. But
by this time these subscribers were reaching middle age. Some
yYounger people did subscribe mainly those who had worked with
Maurie and me on eclogical issues, for example on applying the
cluster and connect principles proposed in "Seeds for Change" and
in preparing documents such as "Economic Strategies for Social
Change". New subscribers also came from those who had worked with
me on health, housing and other such social issues and also from
supporters of new political formations such as the Rainbow
Alliance and the Greens. There were also subscribers who wanted
to keep in touch with the remnants of the CPA, and a few who had
sentimental connectiions with Maurie and me. The new series
attracted a few more interstate subscribers, mainly from
academics.

Contents. From 1967 to 1975 the contents were mainly directed at
the politics of planning isues, This was the period when Maurie
and I were very much involved in preparing alternatives to the
State Government plans for freeways, urban renewal and the shape
of Melbourne. It was also the period when there was an emergence
of the new-type urban action organisations. The TRG/Irregular was
a clearing house of ideas. It helped people to grapple with these
problems and find links through which to build coalitions.
TRG/Ecoso did not directly involve people in action, or advocate
action.

The conents of the second series of Ecoso differed from the
earliers one from the start. It was not meant to be in tandem
with a discussion group.

Originally I wanted to temporarily revive Ecoso to promote ideas
on the need for a new type of left formation and at th&g same
time to find some way of getting others to make use of the
archival material that Maurie and I had gathered. I intended the
contents of Ecoso to be more avowedly political than the earlier
series. However this was slightly tempered when the publication
became the newsletter for the Crow Collection Association. This
coincided with the cedssation of the CPA and thus the cessation
of my search for a new left formation.

Thus the second series of Ecoso was establsié@d as a "one woman
band"”. This is still reflected in its contents, in that the
articles do reflect the issues in which I am involved.

However, the formkation of the Crow Collection Association means
that the broad themes for Ecoso are chosen by a group and that
attempts are made to ipclude otper contributors.

Iy YWM EepSy
In the first issue of EsesO0 most of the articles were based on
original research by TRG members (TRG/Irregular was in touch with
a community movement which was seething with ideas). However the
second series makes use of research done by others, popularising
current issues and current research and republishes material from
local, national and overseas journals. (with copyright permission)



The second series of Ecoso also differs from the earlier
publication in that some of the Ecoso articals are deliberately
written so that they can be republished in other community
publications. Some examples of organisations/publications which
have republished Ecoso article are :- Housing for Aged Action
Group, Union of Australian Women, Arena, Overland, Nexus,
People's Committee for Melbourne, Rainbow Alliance, Centre for
Public Education, City Alternative News, North Melbourne News.

ECOSO AND THE RADICAL ECOLOGY CONFERENCE.

See document "Maurie Crow and the ":Melbourne Town Planning
Research Group), page 3.

Footnote In 1967 the title "Inegular’ was chobden fon two heasons, with hiund sght
these are whimsical reasons, if, you like. The fimst was that the group was an
Inegualn group in that it was a gatherinkg of ALP and Communist Party members,
and this was "ivegular” fon ALP at that time. Secondly, at {inst, no-one knew ify it
umuatée)xmabw>u>MwawnaLM%wam,mawmuun<md<zaemuwmgaﬂwAMg,th% was
mtawmmmnmmmmmomqgmmgm@ every month
fon the first six on 50 years, and the meetings were also very regulan.
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History of Ecoso 1967 to 1979

Republished from Ecoso 21 (Irregular 71)
Statement When First Series of Ecoso Ceased /?79

ITEM 3 : VB SEX AN AMALCAM. ED PUBLICATION

"Bcoso Exchango' is sooking to amalgamato its.publication offorts
with several othor oxisting (or projoctod) publications which do (or would)
ovorlap tho ‘goncral aroa in which "3coso Exchango" is intorestod.

Such a move could improve tho quality of tho prosentation, give groator
diversity of content and attitudes; and widon tho roaddrship of all groups
participating.

Roaders of "Ecoso Exchange' will know that this publication is basod on

the four "Ecoso Guidlinus' (copy of the Guidlincs enclosod to remind roadors).

During tho past fow ycars, a number of other groups with kindrod or compli-
montary intorests hevo como into oxistonco and it is with such now typos of
organisations that "Ecoso £xchango! will bo dlscuss1ng somg form of working
togethor on a publlcatlonx

Pottod History of Jicoso |

In Juno 1967 a publication “Irrcgular' was producod to oxchange informatio
on urban plamning mattors amongst a small group of radicals who woro a mixed
bunch of profossionals, municipal councillors, social plannors and looal
political activists.

The monthly mectings of tho Town Planning Resoarch Group (T.R.G.), as
the group producing.the publication called thoemsclvoes, grow in numbors.
"Irrcgular'" from thc outsot dealt with curront Holbourno planning issuous as
woll as progrossivo planning idoas from anywhoro. Its rcadorship graduwally
“ncreasod to several- hundrod and although most subscribors lived in Molbourno
~-"a numbor of subscriptions camo fron other capital citiss,

In Novcmbor 1972, a mooting of TRG adopted tho four Ecoso Guidlinos and
changed the namo of +tho publicetion from "Irrogular'" to "Ecoso Exchango''s,
(Beo'for ocological and fSo' for sociological, and 'Exchango! bogcausp tho.
publication now aimcd to bo non-authorits:-~ian and non-manipulativo). Tho
change in namc markod tho group's rosolvo that in futuro much moro attontion
would be dirccted to the tviin problems of tho ocological crisis and tho
social crisis. :

The change in name coincidod with srowing movemonts with similar objoot-

rd

ives and strong 1links began to be mado with a number of similar orgenisationse.

Considoration was given to pooling rcsources with some of tho other groups,
but at this stage it was decided that "EBecoso Exchango!" should koop its owm
identity but should oncourage other publications to ropublish matorial
printcd in ito

Thus tho main cffcct of "Ecoso Bxchange" (like "Irrogular" boeforo it) was
a spin-off cffect., It zloerted its wcaders to major curront controvorsios
and raiscd understanding and thus helped to indicato tho scopo of possiblo
activity, by helping with analysis and suggesting bottor altornatives. Its
members and roaders, in their own ficlds and in thoir own stylo ontorod tho
~joustings in many contcests on such issucs as urban ronowal, tho transport-
ation plan; Mclbournc'!s Regioral Plan, tho Roports from Habitat, Tho Molb-
ourno City Council®s Strateyy Plan and a wtholc rango of social nocds.
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Just boforo "Irrogular" changod its name to "Ecoso Exchango', tho Royal
Australian Instituto of Architocts (Vic. Chaptor) selooted this innovativo -
publication as an oxamplo of "an outstanding contribution to tho litoraturo
of Town Planning" and awardod "Irrogular" ono of tho Robin Boyd Environ-
montal Awards. This unoxpootod rocognition helpod to givo the "Ecoso
uxchango“ group confidonco to sock support from othor radioal groups for
somo typo of gathoring on ocological probleoms. -

, On the initiativo of somoc of tho "Ecoso Exchange! rcaders. in sovoral .
capital citios, sponsors for tho Radical Ecology Conforonco (R.E.C. ) were.

sought. "Ecoso Exchango" also holpod to ostablish R.E.C. Committcos in

a nunbor of capital citics and oventually the R.E.C. wes hold in Molbourne .

in March 1975 with about five hundred participantse. o

In the lattor half of tho 1970s a significant dovolopment has takon placo
in the ocologlcal/sociologlcal sphoroc. This poriod has hoon markocd by tha
cmorgence of groups such as the Consorvation of Urban Enorgy Croup (C.U.E.),
of tho Conservation Council of Victoria, which published tho book "Seods for
Chango", tho omorgence of an energy group within the Frionds of -the Earth
(“'O.D.) and the coalition of a numbor of groups that is now known as
_.Environmontalists for Full Employmont (E.F.F.3.). This group is sponsored

by tho Australian Consorvation Foundation, Frionds of tho Earth-.and a .
number of unions. There has also been the ostablishmont of tho Environmont
Action Centre which has mainly come into existence through tho onthu31asm
of some young onvironmontalistse -

During this poriod, somo of tho main contributors to "Ecoso Exchango"
havo beon proparing papors for various soeminars, or holping with publicatlons
ranging from books (such as "Seods for Chango") to nows bullotinse

On most occasions theso offorts have becn in association with membors.
6f othor groups. Somo of the matorial has been publishoed in "Ecoso Exchango"f
and scmc "Ecoso Exchangoe' matorial has beon used as sominar papors. Butb,
on tho whole, valuablc information, ncw resoarch, significant writings and’
¢ven ovents of common interest often circulato unovonly, or, worsc still,
lack publication altogothor.

It is probably now timc to considor how to cstablish morc offoctivo links
wi.h somo of tho groups that appoar to bo on tho samo 'wave longth! as.
"Bcoso Exchangu". It may be quite possiblo to amalgamato with a numbor of
groups.to produco a publication; and at tho same timo allow ocach group to
meintain its own autonomy and moemborshipe.

If any roadcr has idoas on this proposition ploaso write to "Ecoso
Bxchange"'y, Box 87, Carlton South 3053.

whatcver tho outcome of discussions about tho futuro of "Ecoso Exchango"
onc thing is cortain in the flux. Thore is a definite nood for somo typo
ct publication such as "Ecoso Exchango'". Tho rosponsos from rocadors havo - .
showvn that "Ecoso Exchange' has had a part to play; what now has to bo '
considercd, is how to updato that part to moot tho probloms of the 1980s.
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Ecoso Exchange Newsletter

0]1 M@ Lern 1993 .

This newsletter was started 7 by a group of people with wnich Ruth
and Maurie Crow were associated. It continued being published about six
times a year until the early 1980s. Publication ceased for a few years but
the newsletters was revived by Ruth in 1988.

The Ecoso Constituency.

¥ho Subscribes to Ecoso. This chart roughly classifies the 300 current
subscribers to the Ecoso Exchange Newsletter.

Period = approximate date on which a subscription was first paid.
Main Issues = type of issue in newsletters of the period

Number = current subscribers from that period.

Comment = areas of subscribers' interests

Period Main Issues Number |, Comment
1967...| Urban Renewal, Freeways, Sprawll 25 Some now MPs and Ors
1975...| ¥World Resources, Comm. Action 30 Conservationists
1980...| Municip Plan, Human services 75 Crs,
Community grps. etc
1988...| Economics, employment, equity 80 kevived Int. in urban
and ecology issues
Pius tribute to Maurie
1990.. Retrieval of Ecoso material, 90 |bducationaliists,
How to use Crow Collection

Where do subscribers live and/or work ? 80 subscribers (25%) live and/or
work in the Westerm Region, 15 in rurai Victoria, 17 interstate, 3
overseas (N.Z., U.S.A., France) and the rest in Metropolitan Melbourne.

At which universities are there subscribers 7 Tnhe Victaria University of
Technology, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technoicgy, Meibourne, Deakin,
Phillip, Latrobe, Monash, and Swinburne Universities; and interstate,
Freemantle, Adelaide, Wollongong, Macquarie, Sydney, New South Wales and
Griffiths; and one from overseas, Los Angeles (U.5.A.).

How are the costs of the publication raised 7 The cost of Ecoso printing
and postage is covered by $10.00 subscription Tfor 7 issues. Generous
donations from some Ecoso subscribers are contributing to financing the
administration of the Crow Collection Association..

How is the publication used ? The high proportion of subscription renewais
indicates that the newsletter provides infarmation that is useful to
educationalists and to people involved in community organisations. The two
quotes from the late Prof. Henry Mayer endorses this estimate. The quotes

are on the next page.




