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Some Ideasgs for Discussion by Community Cnild Carce, L2 i1 I973
What are the Main CGaallenges in the 1atec I570s% By Ruth Crow

A) o) The Comnunity Child Care Movement of tne early 70s,

-~

The Community Chsld Care Movement of the enriy 177 a(/ Jelels! partly
out of the ferment around women' 1liberstiocu aun 7 {rom &
recognition that community services fov fam:lwff with youvrg cnildren
had not kept pace with rapidly changing s2ocinl D2ULErne

When it was first formed Comcunity Chilcd Care vias one of iLie mosi
out-gpoken groups to point Out....

* that there is an unrealistlc reliance o0 8social unit ( the family)
whose function and potency had undergoing dramatic changes

» that there was an inadewuate provision of community scsv 2o for
families with young children and that some of tht existing dcrives
were inappr0priat9§L

* that there were chi®lges in the nature of tae family and an

increasing partd&«1pation of married women in the viork forcc.

* that tradltopmbiny there had been an enphesis on ccononic necessity

beirg the main reason for the pTovision of day parc scrvices.
#* that the lot of the woman at home with young children wes
increasingly becoming inhuman and intolcrsblce.

In its earlicst days the tdtle of thc orpanisation Lhat canuidgned
around these needs was cnlled Comrunity Coutrolled Chiln Core

This emphasised the importcnce of gentrol of servio s d2ing in

the hands of thc users of the serviees,Thus right from its inceptiicn,
Community Chila Cure paisea the vossibility of peorle being able to
provide for each otrer's nceds o _

At this stage the four main tasks were 1dentified acSo..

I. A mbre equitable distribution of rcsources alrosdy sllceated

for ehildren's serv ces and a greater allocation of £f'nance for this

arca as a whole,

!

|
t
i
i
|

2. A greater recognition ot the neecd YCr many different Xinds of services:

s0 that snmprosriste Pacilities could be provided for children  whose

parante ae in the work force, O studying or at home

%, Sp cial consideration of the necds of cniléren of migrant familics.

I, Soecial consideration of the needs of chiidren it ner tynes of

housing , for example familics iliving in bign rise Tliats,

Throupn € stablishing trhe Rescuvce Gentrc at 67 Bruangwicic Sgeent

Fitzroy Community Cyhi12 Cape has [cload to Degian to iniltists =mew types
. .

ol services to mect thecse new types ol necuto

(Sce Comrunity Child Cure Policy Statemnri)
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B). Threc Emerging Challenqes of the late 7005 .

I. Finite nature of resources, 2, Structurcal Unemployment
30 Escalation of anonic,

®,. The finite nature of the world's naturnl regsources. Fesrs on this

moro 6Xpressed at both the World Conference of Viomen and at the World
Habitat Conferencs

Concdlen delegate at the U.N. Vomen's Contererce 5510 eee

“Wg cannot separate out our strugsle for our uwvn libcretion, whatever
that may mean ... the right to rezlise our full potentiale.. we
cannot separate that from the wanton wsste of LUr regoulces j vie
cannot separate trhat from the kinds of things thet huma—nists and
environmentalists aroubd the world arc¢ doing."(Rosemary Brown YS75 )
The Secresary General of the UN. Habitst Conferenne warnede .

"The present style of life of western countrics is not goeing to last
long... amongst pther things there are not going to be enough
resources in our'pianet to sustain this stylc of life..." (Enrigue
Penolosa 1976%

As early as I972 , the Ppemier of yictoria precdictedos o

"The quolity of living , and the endeavour to prescrve the very
abllity of man to live, must become the increasing concern of all

~people and all governmerts.," (R.J. Hameyr is72)

Some conservation groups have alréady pointea out the need to
avea.
:estructura“tour urban so that mobility is reduced and comyiviality

. fA —d{
encourazcd. In Bhe "Seeds g{ Chonge " supvlement of the Learning

Exchnage September I977"a model” is presented which is based -
on the idea of a "Neighbourhood Housc " . as a small locul focus
In the "Chain Reaction, " ol 3, No I, there is an article

which presents a radical strategy to choxge lsnd use pattierns so
as to simultaneously reduce drasticall7 thic need fer trancportation,

espc¢glally motor cars, and recreate the losi sense Ciggfgfgunity
<

in urban areas._ Surelv, thers is common ground betweelr cOnservation
C

organisation3s such as the “Onservation Council of Vicforian,

snd the Fr2énds of the Earth who have alrz2ady embraced idens of

recreatine community,

* Changes in Technology and the Trend Towards Structural Uncmnloyment
C

To date, Commuriity hild Care has Dbee;; active during a'por:oﬁ

when t here has been zrairly full cmnloymenpt with the pocoibility pf
both parents being in tne employed work forcc or of porcnts bpeing
able to conlidue to study . Today tnere is increacing wemncloyment,
Zhi, nceds to @ examdncd in the light of techirological cuanses whuch

could result in agl copparetive increage of women in the worl forcec,
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The past two most intense economic depressions in Auciralian  (in I890s
and in I930s ) were both marked by the ine relative bncrease in

wogen in the embpoyed work force, Some of cur largest food and

clothing factgies were established in thce I690s and in bre L1930s

there was another wave of 1light indutry being e stubiished , especially
in the textike +trade. Today the increzsc of emp.oyment opportunities for
women is in the ir&mkxryezxx industries rcquirtp keybo:rd orcr-tors,
Atnthe same time there is a decrease in putlic experditurc orn services,
thtis a reduction of job opportunities for child care viorcers, soclal
workers , narses and so on, (sse Bmploymernt pnges of Age lLarcih I3)
Numprous campaigns will no doubt develop arcund unemolyment issues.
Some of thess may have more significance for €.,C.C., than othners.
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One orgsnisation which could have particular sigulficance to £.C.C. is
the recently formed Environmentalists for Full hmploymeht (E.F.F.E)
which was recently lﬁﬁnched by the Austirlain Conservation Foundation and
goversel trade unions, To date, the emphasis in Lhis grour has been to
advocate the production of goods which areenvironmenlally

accpotable" e Organisations suéh as Community Crilae Care can

make a- unique contribpution to subi campaigns by empheasising that
employment of people mqigghg which helyp pcople to rclate to eazch

other ( e.g the jobs of catalyst, com.uu1ty educuation ofiicercg,

child care workers etc) do not consumc any of our scerce natural
resources ( or such infinitismal amountic that licy are not wortning
accounting for) and at the same time the provision of such relaling
opportunities are an anti-dote to consumcrsim, Thc ALC.P is

calling a conferecne later in the year "Work for All ¢ Its purpose,

its nature and its possibility ", Chain Rewction Vol 3 lio 2 and
A.C.F Newsletiers have some informatio. du %, F.F.E. Surcly t.ecrc is
common ground between the C.C.C and orgsnications concepfed uvbout
structural unemployment , esbeicallg around such icsucs  ac more job

opportunities . thréugh a wider vrovision of scrvices Tor children,

- a -
- ——na

i "% The escalation of the phenomena of anomie and its rexuatisnship
. . . ' .
w with consumerims and with family s dependence  on 7nrolezsionel

seyviens over which it has 1ittle control,

Recent reports indicatc that the problems in an increasisg nunmver :

of' familics is much deeper than loncliness, fsolation, lack of

stimulation and 1§ufflclent support scervices for nenlth ~nd child

care, Wife bashing, child bashing, rape, and druy avuce
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violence arc symptoms of a widesprcad breakdoun in runan peistionshins,
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