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MQ%Pries of the Second World War ( 1939...1945)

\ . By Ruth C
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Introdhction.

I was born in I916 in Ballarat Vittoria. I was married in 1937 and in
1940 my first daughter was born and in 1942 my second daughter. Thus

I was in my early twenties at the beginning of the Second World War and
both my daughter were born during the war. '

In these memories 1 am mainly dealing with the period after Japan enter
the Wgr(gﬁh the end of the year I941). We were living in Windsor(Vic)
at this time, but shifted to Hunswick in September I943.

The War Effort and My Neighbours

I was an air raid warden gnd a war loans #treet secretary. These were
voluntary responsibilities. I also did a course in First Air and Home

Nursing. 7 7%»( &'g/;wes o EWV}QL(,(? Catere

Bach air raid warden looked after about thidgyhbmemssWée had to visit c
nelghbours to help them black out their windows, look for fire hazards,
note where the tap and hose were located and make sure each home had a
) bucke of sand ( for use to smothher incenfiiary bombs). We also dug
eenches in the playground of the state school and a little park.

On some Sunday mornings we would have air-rmid exercises...mock air raid
We had a team of about six tecenage boys who rode thelr bikes to deliver
messages and who enjoyed running aroun d with the air-rald rattle to war
people to prepare for the raid. We wou'!d pretend that some people were
injured ( they would ha ve a note on them saying what had to be attended
to) and we wald ha ve to arrange first aid for the injured.

As the street secretary for #War loans I had to cahvass mp neighbours anc
ask them to buy at least a 6bpenny war load stamp every week,T*en ch
week I would do the rounds anhd collect the sixpences ( or more).|[In
streets where every one contributed to the war loans stamps there werg
signs on the posts at the corners sayin g "This is a war savings street"
and the war-saving secretary had a notice on the window o f their home.

J What I Wald Hawe Biked to Do to Help the Wer Effort

© T mld studied to be a dietitian and would have dearly loved to help with
the catering services w hich were being developed at the munition factori
and the wharves and other large war time industries. T beleived bt was xm
very important to feed the peolle working to provide the weapons 0 f wWap,
properly. The Government had a very good catering scheme and my husbang,
who worked at the wmunition factory had a very nourishing meal, very
cheaply every day. ' ’

‘T coukd not help with this scheme as I had children to care for.

Wartime Day Nurseries...Women Must Work To Win

At the beginning of I942 I helped to form a group of women wlp campaignec
forr day nurseries so more women could help in war time production.

We had the slogan"dPpgyVmysssifss so Women can Wark to Win", W had

two ways o f bringing atdention to this need. Firstly we se tupP a day
nursery wlich became the model of how swh a centre could be established,
This was the South Yarra DayyNu¥sepprglhen, in addition we formed a
coaltion with a num ber of other women's groups and ~»?ldren's organisatio
to lobby the Federal G overnment ﬂ%r money to fund ¢- n»urseries,
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ne South Yarrg Dayy Nursery
|

Byythe beginning of J une I942 we 2§ened the Somth Yarra Da y Nlrsery
in a church hall. W, charged the parents 10/~ a week and provided

care from 7.30 a.m. t 0 6 p.u. The ¢ hildren had three meals a day

and a very good program of acti vities. We paid a Hrssmyxaxx nurse and
a kindergarten teacher and an assistant frim the mmey paid in fees

by the parents, but lots and lots of work was done by a roster of
volujtary helpers ( women almost all)@.{%ﬁis was quite a pioneering
effort as up to that ti there were only a few half day kindergartens
snf very few creches.. the rExhmxxwarexyaryxkkkm creches were very
like orphanages ahd did not meet the needs of women entering the

war industries, W€ catered for forty children from one year old to six.

Tpe establishment of the example of the South Yarra Nursery greatly
“encouraged the campaign for Federal Government to take some responsib-
ility for the children of working mothers. Tligre was an organisation
called the Council for Wamen in War Work and another o called THe

C o-ordinatin g Committee for Child Care in Wartinme. g?iepresented

the S outh Yarra Da vy Nursery on the Committeee for Cod-ordinating
Child Care in Wgrtime.

Tv,e South Yarra Day Nursery also helped other gr oups of women to

work together to establish day nurseries and by the end of I942 or

early ¥& T943 there wwre simidr nurseriess in Kew, Caulfield and Hawtho:
1 of these were run with the hélp of voluntary helpersy most o f whom
¢ young mothers like I was. W, were able to take our children to

the day nursery. For example I went to the South Yarra Day Nuwrser y

with my two year 0ld and my baby and I helped every day.

THe Committee far Co~ordinating Child Care in Wartime became  oncerned
about the care of school age children and it w decided to establish
some type of care for children in Bjunswick, iédAugust T943 T started
work as the organising secretary of the Bruswick Children's Centre.

I was pald from a grant received from the Commonwelth Government. This
was the first funding recei ved Bor children's services from the
Commonwealth Government.

The Brunswick Children'S Centre 7¢L“/'

THe DBrunswick Children's Centre cared for children from balies to
teenagers. My responsibilities included the co~ordiation off the existi:
day nursery and kindergarten and the provision of a wmidday weal, after
school activities and holiday play days for school age c%iégren.”JM
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The centre served clhildren attending Albert St Ceézfgi School, St.
Abrose Cathdlic S hoolE iie Brunswick Girls mmst School and the
Brunswick- Boys Schbol. ((We served meals to aboimt oneg hundred children
The meal was a hot two ¢ se meal with plenty of végetables, meat,
and fresh fruit etc. Hexugmpi T have some of the menys and some of
the dietetic analysis of the food value of the meals. (We had a cook,
assistant cook, cleaner, two part time recreation lead@rsg at—tie
ScheolCentre and.I cannot remember the staffing at the other two
sect Ions of t he Centre, except that for the first time the creche
employed well qaulified staff a nd at the kindergarten( then opene
all day% loyed a number of woumen who were called "“child care r¢
workers. [The younger children were zxmidxRarxxkx cared for at the c
and the dren aged from about #ix 3% were ca.ed for a t the kir
garten. |Th hall used for school meals, the school where we had a
chool activities and the day nursery and creche were located faiy

close to each other and the three sections had joint co
and numerous xaggakx joint social functions. & mmlttee
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One of mpm responsiblilities was to organise the voluntary helpers for
the three sections of the Centre. A t least seven women helped

every day with the school meals. A number of organisa ions in Brunswic
accpgted responsiblity for rostering the centre in one particular

day A mmmmkyx week, Pres ff-yoware.interested in what women did
during the war pou can find out from some of my documents|{ how women
hrlped in a voluntary capecaity to set up such sefrvices as| the Brunswic
Children's Centre., We had young women, m ;ddle ed women| and elderly

women helping. Akkxkkmxmxmemxakxkhexsxkeakxzemigextxmhaxmerzxp Tie
roster included some woamn who were on shiftu /-

Governnent Heeded Cam n 4¢£ 07kf’(bvlzj/

By the beginning of I943 the Federal Government had heeded the campailg
fo child care and about ten of the half day kindergartens were
extended to full day care.

The wartime powers by which the Federal Government was able to fund
such services were not able to c mtinue after the war because of t e
loss of the I944 referendum. Thws hé@ﬁén the war finished in I§Sx I945
the wartime nurseries only gontinued for a few more months wefore the
funding was with drawn. T e referendum was lost inI94L but the
Government was able to continue until the war ended.

Where Did the Brunswick Women Work

T have some records of where the mothers worked. Some made parachutes
at Holeproof ( they made bilk stockings before the war), others worke
at Milkers Rope Factory making rofes for tlp ships and for t he air
force etc; others werc clothing trhde workers. We did not have any
children whose mothers worked in the actual munitions factory as it
was a falr way away from Brunswick.[The women who were employed at the
S hool Section of the Brunswiclf Children's Centre all had childrenegf
their own and accepting a job as a cook, play ~leader ®bc was quite

a big step for them as they did not expect to become jemployed when

they were mothers. &4Z76¢. L
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How the War Affected My ILibing Conditions. éﬂ&'datc_é%v
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There was a greatt housing shorta g during the war and in order to
aécept the appoinptment at B runswick we had to shift to some place
in Brunswick.%It was very difficult indeed to find any sort of
accommodation, eventualfly we did find a very small flat which
tecame our home for the next fourteen years. So my children went to
school in Irunswick and Brunswick and Coburg became our home areas.

A T stated earlier my husband was working in the munitions factory

af Footgcray apgd he could have a very nourishing meak every day( a
three course meal for /1/L . The children had their main meals at
Children's Centre and so did I. Thus there was no need for me to spend
a great deal of time on home cooking. ,

We did not s@ffer through haWing to,use coupons for food and clothing.
Tnye rationing was quite O.K. for us. : ,

T@rough the children's centres at South Yarra and R.unswick I was able
t8 meet and whrk with many dffferent types of women and made some last
lasting friends, Through being able to-work, at first as a vhluntary

helpers, and la%er as a pddd worker, I was not ~ted in the hbme.
Tge woemn Wip were employed and who were volu- -~ at the Centre
also enjoyed kikExmarmxmmzkakx these oportuni. or a more sccial

life.
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