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| Services tefore Council involvement . ; _ . ﬂM
18390s 3 Creches in Melbourne Municipality - City, North Melbourne, 13 Creches established in Victoria by philan- N
Carlton (near work places for women) . thropic organisations '
1910 Bouverie St. Free Kindergarten in Carlton FIRST Free Kindergarten in Victoriz established w -
' by Baptists Church with main sugpert from nmﬂ
Canterbury N
. o \!./r
1914-1935 | "Keeping the Well Baby Well" Physical Hygiene 1920: a Turning Point -
1914 M.C.C. starts Maternal and ‘Infant visitations by a sanitary FIRST M.C.C. Welfare Service -~ arzss from muwmmaw D
. ——, O
inspector existing staff. FIRST in <Hoﬁ01rw a
1916 Baby Health Centres proposed. Free milk distributed. : Aim at v1m<m:nwo: ow awmmmmm. "M
1919 Epidemic of pneumonic influenza with 464 deaths, 34 of whom were Concern by Council to protect chilcren from
under five years. 8,678 recorded attacks of the disease. infectious diseases. .
Scarlet fever, typhoid and dihtheria also had high incidence : -
amongst children.
1919 Baby Health Centre established by M.C.C. , One of the FIRST in .ﬁ.ommlm ey
\ s
1920 Dr. Vera Scantlebury (Brown)} appointed U< M.C.C. as Visiting rIRST appointment of muo: an ow,4nmss+3
) Medical Officer for Health Centres Victoria
1920 Health Centres: MNorth Melbourne in ijusicipal Building, in Courcil gave financial mcvv01ﬁ ard rrovided tuc
. Kensington in Municiral Building and in Carlton at Royal Women's of the buildings. Couitcil subsicy of 10 pouncs
Hospital sterling per annum each
1920 Victorian wmv% Health Centras Association formed Fifteen hundred vo::am mwm1HH:m dorated by

Council cut of surplus from Trasvz''s 3oard

(the Council received a proportic:. of this

surplus annually)

, TIZ3T coming together of Municirzl Zouncils en
welfzre services -




N
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DATE SERVICE CO-f-E:N
1921 A fourth czrn<re established at 630 Rathdown St. Carlton 1,630 babies were enrclled at the 4 centres
. Cheap milk supplied

1921 State Goverrment contributed 125 pounds sterling per annum td FIRST money to Councils from State. ~ ~°
each Healtr. Centre Government for welfare services

1924 Dpttheria Frevention Campaign. Dr. Anne Hensley appointed by Council co-operated with schools and railways.
M.C.C. (342 cases recorded with 9 deaths. 3.35 per 1,000 had Beginning of school inspections by Council
the disease - .

1925 Polio-melitis prevention campaign. Dr. Jean-McMamara appointed. Melbourne City Council initiated a metropolitan
13 cases with 2 deaths had been recorded in the muni- wide campaign.  Second example of Council ini-
cipality ' tiating co-operation between councils on welfare/

health issues. -

1925 State Government gave 1 pound sterling for each 1 pound stlg. State Government funding of Council services.

: from municipalities to polio campaign Second example of such a source of funds.
1929 Nursery Scnool at Princes Hill opened by the Education Dept. The initiating mwoav zwm the Mothers Story-tellir.
. Group which also helped to initiate Mothers Clubs
at State Schools
1935-50 "Child LiZe That is Magical" - Mental Hygiene 1944: a Turning Point
A

- 1238 Plans for funtingfield Kindergarten.lLand acquired in North FIRST Municipal pre-school centre in Australia
Melbourne rfor this

1938 M.C.C. co-crerates with Commonwealth and State Govt. on plans rIRST Commonwealth involvement in pre-school
for "Model rre-school centre" - Lady Gowrie Centre services

1938 Council gives land for Lady Gowrie Centre at a "peppercorn rent" FIRST collaboraticn between the three tiers of

govt. on welfare issue’ ) .

1938 Council rlzars to include dental clinic and Baby Health Centre at

Huntinzfi=1d Centre and at Lady Gowrie

rIRST clustering of services in Victoria
(Australia?) )
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1939

1940

1943

1944

1944

1944

1945
1946

1946

wmmmmwos on height and weight of children as evidence of need for
child endowment

Council helps form an Advisory Council on Children's Services

in Melbourne zcswnwumwwn<

In 1943 more than half of the 29 (3 in the country) kindergartens
in the whole state were in the i‘elbourne Municipality. The 16
kindergartens in the Melbourne municipality were: the Lady Gowrie,
the :c:wwsmwwmwa 12 Church Kinders :and 2 kindergartens of the
F.K.U.

mnmﬁm Government Pre-school Act
State Government Amendment to Local Govt. Act

Maternal and Child Hygience Branch of the Victoriam :mmwﬁs Dept.
established

Kindergartens in Melbourne Municipality increased from 12 in
1943 to 19 in 1945. The Hopetoun Kindergarten had been
built by the Council and the Fawkner Park one planned

Council awards 2 scholarships for students to train at
Kindergarten College

Campp211 Emergency Housing Settlement provided by the State Govt.,
as post war housing shortage resulted in homelessness. Many
families of returned soldiers lived in the Camp (over 1000
children accommodated)

FIRST time Council to act as an advocate to
improve family incomes - child encowment.
Result. of research published by A£.l1.A. and
United Nations.

FIRST municipality based childrer's services
organisation in Victoria

The Council assisted the Church and F.X.U.
Kindergartens by providing a yearly medical
check of the children and on some occasions
assisted with renovations and alterations

to the buildings to bring them ur to standard

4 pounds stlg. per child vww annum to approved
om:nﬂmm made expansion of services possible

Legitimised Council mvm:apsm money on pre-schco

education

Supervisory staff to assist with planning and
maintaining pre-school centres

Expansion encouraged by mnwﬁm Govt. grants or.
a per head basis

Ensured trained staff (thus State grant) for
Council kindergartens. FIAST Council to awzrd
such assistance

Council established a temporary Invant “Welfire
Ccentre based on visiting homes. Sister Xier
appointed. FIRST such service in emersancy

settlenents



DATE SERVICE Co.i ENT
1950-1970 ["We Gather Strength as We go" . Consolidation of Services
_ I . . . . - . .
Early . . | Housing Comrission constructs flats op reclaimed land in “lats mainly rehoused people who had previously
1950s° ..".| Molesworth St. North Melbourne lived in North Melbourne. Some had spent scme
w . years in Camp Pell
1954 Council treated over 300 cases of impetigo, scabies and Council welcomes proposal to clcse Camp Pell.
o ,W pediculousus amongst Camp Pell children Camp Pell closed in 1956
.H@mm oof:mwwnmﬁmaﬂmw:osm Help Service and appoints a social worker Service for mothers of young children and for
: ’ elderly people
1957 noc:nww monmvnm full responsibility for North Melbourne Day These 3 day nurseries had been in existence since
: Nursery.  Council also accepted full responsibility for the the 1890s. Thus the philanthropic administratior
Carlton and Ethel Nilsen Day Nurseries (exact date unknown) of children services ended
1958 Council rerorted on movement into and out of the city - 42% Council planned to mamnﬁ services, .
infant welfare registrations moved out of the area, and 26% more intensive programmes, playgroups and
moved in. If pre-school children added the movement in would coffee mornings etc.
have been raised to 33% (movement caused mainly by H.C.V.
.| block demolitions) and partly be rapid suburban expansions
:.Howw Increase wn migrant population in municipality. 59.5% children Council provided information on children's =
. born in M.C.C. had one or both parents who were not services in various languages
British born _
1959 Children's nursery opened in City for occasional care for Zventually tiis nursery could zcce.ucklate 100
4 hours per day children '
Early- Housinz Caonmission built large H.C.V. estates in Flemington, The Council worked with the H.C.V. to yrevide
1960s - Kensington, orth Melbourne and Carlton pre-school centres and Infant “elfare Ce.tres
- on these estates. All estates “ere served by
_ucor cerntres at end of 50s.
1aty _ Council takss cver full responsibility for Princes H11l Nursery .;gwmmﬁw irproved, clase co-cperaticn with,
. _ (orenad b Tiucation Pept. 1929) tezciers and council stalr
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72

73

73

"The Opportunity to Lead a Full Life"

Family Planning Clinic established at Kensington -

Victorian Health Dept. Corisultation on pre-school
nswwa”aw<mwonsmsﬁuf4z.o.o. made a submission

- 1

|Family Day Care scheme started by Melbourne City Council

Commonwealth Govt. moves to establish an Office of Child Care

S
X

-

Council opens centre in Debney Park

Council supports cormunity group planning Child Care Co-op at
Robertson St. Kensington and promises financial assistance

oy e gLt . - - RN
.

Preparation.of the.lelbourne City Council Strategy Plan

Comnunity Participation

A clinic run by the Family mwm:nwsw Assoc.
was already located at the Queen Elizabeth
Centre in South Carlton

Of the 150 submissions to the Consultation 8 came
from the Melbourne Municipality. These were

from a variety of sources - Kensirgton Resident
Action Group, Kindergarten Teachers at inner
suburban kindergartens, the iior:in !‘elbourne
Assoc., a sister at an infant welfare centre,
inner suburban education action group and a
mother of young -children living in a high rise
flat

Supervisor appointed in 1973. Support from
kindergartens for child mindzars arranged by
Council

Federal funding to community grcups and Councii
resulted in a number of innwvaiive projects.
FIRST effective Federal Yundiiung to children's
services since war time nursery subsidies

1943 to 1946

Centre designed to mmvmo»mwww relp children of
one pdrent families ! I

This centre was one of the first to receive
Comronwealth funding. The Council acted as
advocate for a comwunity group in suppcirting
this centre

Eistoric effort at encourazin:s

Sonindniity
participation i planning
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1976/
1981

1976

1976
1976
1977

1978

1978

1979

Comnunity rlanring Croups formed in Carlton, Parkville,
Kensington, [orth “est Velbourne to prepare "action plans' based
on M.C.C. Strategy Flan

Recognition of the need for Community participation reported in
Health Dept. Report

Council opens Children's Centre in Canning St. North Carlton

"Home lMakers" Group provided with accommodation at Arnion House
in North Meltourr.e

Health Committee arrange for Consultative arrangements to be
made between Council and local residents (November 1977)

Coyincil supports suvmission’ from Melbourne Municipality Early

Childhood Development Complex Committee {(Oct.)

Early Childhood Development Program introduced to Municipality
by the Health Commission

13

Launching of the Corrunity Consultation on Children's Services,
by local cormunity groups and the Council.

Appointment of Project Officer for Commnunity Consultation.

Two central conimittees formed to carry it through, "“Central
Children's Pclicy Comrittee", and "Committee on Participation
and Decentralisation", rlus 4 neighbourhood children's services
groups

iost groups met for abrut 3 years (zt monthl
neetings) and prepared plans for r.eighbourhc.
including plans for "human services"

Council staff encouraged to join local grouj.
and to further community vmwauo»vmﬁwozi
Services m»amm.ww.ﬁmpum<usm families in stre
including "children at risk", Overnight
emergency care provided

Specisl Centre in conjunction with “oyal-
Melbourne Hospital to assist farilies with
special needs

This is the cmmwss»mm of a new tyre of relati
ship between the Council Health fegt. and the
community

Need for more co-ordination and integration o
services recognised -

Development of an inter-disciplinzry team of
experts each with own expertise.. Tocus on
screening tests for health. Victcrian Health
Dept. more involved with municical pre-school
services

Six reports were eventually prese:ted to the
Council by the Consultation. Very tidespread
participation in residental neighbourncods
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Council approves the € ‘reports of the Consultation

C.S.D.0. appointed for xm:mw:mnos and Flemington
neighbournccds

Elected i-elbourne City Council sacking announced by State Govt.
(actual dismissal took place in May 1981 and Commissioners were
then appointed to run the Council)

Central Childrens Committee formed to work for the implementation
of the policies of the Community Consultation Reports.
ﬁzmwmjcocwjooa Family and Childrens Services Groups which were
established to participate in Consultation, decide to continue

on and to work for the policy implementation

1y

.

Commissioners removed and Council elections held.

Council wm:mHmOﬁma with strong public commitment on the umww of
the majority of the new Councillors to the policies and prin-
ciples of the Commu:ity Consultaticn Reports

The 6 reports were:

Children's Service in :mHooLw:w I'unicipality.
Participation and Decentralisation Regpcrt.
Kids in Kensington.

The Carlton Report on Children.

The Flemington Children's Services Report.
"Children of our Time" - a Report from

North Melbourne, West Melbourne and Parkville

As well as working in the 2 neighbourhoods, the
C.5.D.0. also plays an important role in servic-
ing the city-wide chiléress services no:ﬁ1wH
committee and issues grougs

Central committee set up various special groups
to consider particular issues (e.g. foster care
and child protection). Also encouraged parents
and staff in services to consider ways. of
implementing the policies in their services.
Council administration discuss ways of _
implementing policy in staff meetings and work
shops

ALP members committed to the princirles of the
report. worked to get these included in the
Public Policy document which ALP Councillors are
pledged to support. Also several ircependent
Councillors. {including one who was an active
member of the Consultation Group) have publicly
stated their commitment to the Policy
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1983
(March)

Public mez<ing to+laurch the new "ielbourne liunicipality
Assoc. of Community-bazec children and Youth Services"
(M.A.C.Y.S.) which has as a mzajor goal the implementation
of the mepcrt's policies, and includes wihin its con-
stitution the principles of the Report's policy recom-
mendations. The Central Childrens Committee winds up
and transfers its responsibilities to the new Association

p

Thiz Association is made up of pecple living
and working in the municipality wro are com-
mitted to the goals and objectives of tre
Association. Members of the co-crdinating
committee are drawn equally from each of the
neignbourhoods and appointed by the merters of
the Association from those neighbourhoccs.
i.e. the intention is to strengthen the
neighbourhood level of activity, wnilst
co-ordinating it .

The future looks bright. Will the Melbourne City
Council regain its pioneering position amongst
other municipalities that it had in the 1920 to

1950s? :



