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Ecoso Exchange Newsletter

What‘Next ?

1967 to 1972 "IRREGULAR" o

1972 to 1980 "ECOSO EXCHANGE" (Series 1),

1988 to 1995 "ECOSO EXCHANGE NEWSLETTER (Series 2)
1995....What Next ?

This collection of documents about the history of Ecoso may be
useful in planning how best Ecoso can help to further the
objectives of the Crow Collection Association.



Ecoso Exchange Guidelines
- Adopted 1973

1. Lcoso bas 3 value judgesest {o favour of regeseration and prolotion'of comsvnity participation weanjng
that it {s bumanisiog aad earickiog for people to relate to each otber through ome fora or anotber of
volustary participatory activity both oa the job and off the job, exercisiog a seasure of coatrol over such

activities.

2. A consequeat recognition of tbe necessity for cbasge in 1life-style and behaviour patterns to one that
sees the quality of life as an alternative to coosuserise, understood as mass production and coasusption.of
vasteful aod vasatisfactory goods and services based oo compulsion aod masipulatioa.

3. Accordiogly 3 policy of restricting the use of esergy and nono-remevahble resources per bead and heace 3
placoed design of cowsunity locluding size of population, vbere people can relate to each other sud . to
nature {o order to reduce vasteful goods and services and at the same time guaranteeing ao adequate minisua

subsistence for all, usiog soders techoology to this end.

{. The recogoition that such odjectives caooot bde achieved eitber oo the dasis of practical, limear, one-
level ecological resedles or vith autboritarian aod wanipulative control of affairs and requires

participatory effort to achieve global equilibriva.

(Subscription to Ecoso Nevsletter §10 for & issues. Ecoso was first published froa 1967 to 1980, It vas
revived 1o 1983, The Crov Collection Assoclation vas [formed dn 1990, It bas adopted Leoso as its
nevsletter. More information zbout the Crov Collection and Ecoso from the address belov.)

Crow Collection Association (Incorp.)
A Living Library to Plan -for the 21st Century
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Original Aims of Ecoso
1972

The fore-runner of Ecoso was called "Irregular Newsletter". This
was first distributed in 1967, partly as the result of the Living
Standards Convention in that year which brought together
community organisations and unions.

Here is a statement from "Irregular" No 49, November 1972 :-

We are now planning quite a different type of pMca/ubn (Ecoso Eachange)

1. In the past we have Stipulated that articles are not for reproduction. In
 the fjutwe aticles will be especially written to provide materdal for republication
and fon some of them to be directly reprinted.

2. htﬂw,uwww,mwdtmou;auauam,wdiéegﬂudzu)dw,pu%umzoﬂthe
eclogical crisis and the sociologicakl crises.

3. We also intend to wse our mailing Uist to include circulars from various
(ﬁgan%aubnm , : - : '

'ECOSO EXCHANGE NEWSLETTER No 1, (Irregular 50) was dated February
1973 and included this additional point :-

' The "Ecoso What 7" footnote at the end of some items & the editows’ attempt
to ondentate the whiten, the reviewer and the reader to the 4 points of the Ecoso
Guidelines... the proposed newly tovmulated objectives o Ecoso Exchange..

"Ecoso 1. carried an explanation about the change in name and
objectives.
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Ecoso Ceases
| 1979

After 12 years Ecoso ceased i i i ‘
publication in 1979. Here is
photostat of_the explanation for such a decision. e

CF@M, 3 : WE SEEK AN AMALGAMATED PUBLICATION

’e.

"Ecoso Exchango” is sogking to amalgamato its.publicatioh offorts
with sevoral other oxisting (or prcjoctod) publications which do (or would)
‘overlap tho goncral arca in which '"icoso Exchango" is intorestod.

Such a move could improvo tho quality of the prosentation, give groater
. _divorsity of contont and attitudes,; and widon tho roadership of all groups

participating.

Roaders of "Ecoso Exchango" will know that this publication is based on
tho four "Bcoso Guidlinos" (copy of the Guidlinos onclosod to romind roadors).
During tho past fow ycars, a numbor of othor groups with kindrod or compli- < =
montary.intorosts have comoe into oxistenco and it is with such now typos of
organisations that "Ecoso Bxchango'" will be discussing some form of working

togothor on a publication.

Pottod History of Jicoso

In Juno_1967 a publication "Irrcgular" was producod to oxchango information
on urban planning mattcrs amongst a small group of radicals who woro a mixcd
bunch of profossionals, municipal councillors, social plannors and looal
political activists.

_ Tho monthly moctings of tho Town Planning Rcsoarch Group (T.R.G,),fas
~ tho group producing thc publication called thomsolvos, grow in numbors.
"Irrogular" from the outsot doalt with curront Hclbourno planning issucs as
woll as progrossive planning idecas from anywhoro. Its rcadership gradually
wcroascd to soveral hundrod and although most subscribors livod in Molbournoc
~~3 numbor of subscriptions camo from other capital citics.

In Novombor 1972, a mcoting of TRG adopted tho four Ecoso Guidlinos and
changed tho namo of tho publication from "Irrcgular" to "Ecoso Exchango';
(Eco'for ocological and So' for sociological, and tExchdngo! becauso tho.
publication now aimcd to bo non-authoritr-ian and non—manipulativo). Tho
change in namo markod tho group's rosolvo that in futuro much more attention
would be diroctcd to the twin problems of tho ccological crisis and tho
social crisis.

Thc change in namo coincided witkr srowing movoments with similar objoeot-
ivos and strong links began to be made with a number of similar orgenisationse.
Considoration was givon to pooling rcsources w7ith somc of tho other groups,
but at this stage it was decided that "Dcoso Exchange" should keep its own
idontity but should cncouragce other publications to rcepublish material
printcd in it.

Thus the main cffcct of “Ecoso Lxchange" (like "Irrogular" beforo it) was
a spin-off cffect. It aclerted its vcaders to major currcnt controversics
and raisod understanding and thus hcliped to indicato tho scope of possible
activity, by helping with analysis and suggesting botter 'alternatives. Its
members and roaders. in their ovn ficelds and in their ovm stylce onterced the
joustings in many contcsts on such issucs as urban ronowal, thq\transport—
ation plan, Mclbournc's Regioral Plan, thc Reports from Habitat, Tho Mclb-
ourno City Council®s Strategy Plan and & whole rango of social nocdse

See puel — 7
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Just bofore "Irrogular' changoed its name to "Ecoso Exchango', tho Royal
Australian Instituto of Architocts (Vic. Chapter) solootod this innovativo - |
publjcation as an oxamplo of "an outstanding contribution to tho litoraturo

of TOwn Plannlng” and awarded "Irrogular'" ono of tho Robin Boyd Environ-
montal Awards. This unoxpoctod rccognition holpod to givo tho "Ecoso
Txchango" group confidonco to soek support from othor radical groups for
somo typo of gathoring on ocological probloms.

On tho initiativo of somc of tho "Ecoso Exchange" roaders. in sovoral
capital citics, sponsors for tho Radical Ecology Conforonco (R.E.C. ) wore.
sought. "Ecoso Exchange" also holpod to ostablish R.E.C. Committgos in
a mumbor of capital citios and oventually tho R.E.C. was hold in Molbourne .
1n March 1975 vith about fivo hundred partlclpants.

In tho lattor half of tho 1970s a significant dovolopmont has takon placo
in tho ocologlcal/sociologlcal sphorc. This poriod has hoon markod by +tha
omorgenco of groups such as tho Conscrvation of Urban Enorgy Group (C.ULE.),
of tho Conservation Council of Victoria, which published tho book 'Secds for
Chango'", tho omorgonce of an onorgy group within the Frionds of tho Earth
(v O.u.) and the coalition of a numbor of groups that is now known as
Environmontalists for Full Employmont (E.F.F.Z.). This group is sponsorod
" by tho Australian Conservation Foundation, Friends of tho Earth and a
nunbor of unions. Thore has also boen the ostablishmont of the Enviromnmont
Action Centro which has mainly como into oxistonco through tho onthu91asm
of somo young: onv1ronmontallsts. .

_ During this poriod, somo of tho main contributors to "Ecoso Exchango . .
havo bocn proparing papors for various seminars, or, hplping vith publicatlons
ranging from books (such as "Seods for Chango") to nows bullotinse

_ On most occasions theso offorts havo boon in association with mombors
of otbor groups. Somo of the matorial has beon published in "Ecoso Exohango"'
and somo "Ecoso Exchange' matorial has beon used as sominar paporse But,
on tho wholo, valuablo information, now rosoarch, significant writings and
. ovon ovents of common interest often circulato unovonly, or, worso still,
- lack publication altogothor.

It is probably now timc to considor how to cstablish moro effoctive links
wi’h somo of tho groups that appoar to bo on tho samo ‘wave longth! as.
"Ecoso Bxchango'". It may be quitc possiblo to amalgamato with a numbor of
groups . to produco a publication, and at the samc timo allow oach group to
meintain its own autonomy and memborship. x

If any roader has idoas on this proposition ploaso writo to "Ecoso
uthango 'y, Box 87, Carlton South 3053. . N\

Whatovor tho outcome of discussions about tho futuro of "Ecoso Exchango"
ono . fhlng is cortain in the flux. Thorc is a dofinitoc ncod for somoc typo "
cf¥publication such as "Ecoso Exchango's. Tho rcsponscs from\roadors havo = - __
shovm that "Bcoso Exchange" has had a part to play; what now has to bo
considered, is how to update that part to meot the probloms of tho 1980s.
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The Reuvived Seniesn of Ecoso
| fhom 1988.

Ruth Crow revived Ecoso in Decamber 1988 a few months after
Maurie died in order to popularise some of his contribution to
social change and to help develop a network around the emerging
New Left Party. She did not revive the Town Planning Research
Group which was the support group the first series of Ecoso but
did have some support and encouragement from former Ecoso
subscribers and the group that wrote "Make Melbourne Marvellous"
(1985) and the group that wrote "Economic Strategy for Social
Change" (1986).

Ruth listed 5 main points, They are reprinted below. Note the
words "avowedly left" have been emphasised (please excuse the use of
avidly as an adjective in the orginal document). This objective had been
tempered through three main changes, the demise of the New Left
Party, the emergence of new types of organisations such as the
People's Committee for Melbourne which are "avowedly left" on
some issues and the formation of the Crow Collection Association.

Here is a photostat of the 1988 statement.

Eboso Exchange Newsletter 15 Now Bean vazved

It 15 not Jntended to revive the meetings of'Etrso Ekchange as there
Is now quzte a .nupber of groups f11ling the role that the old TGR -
played. It 13 proposed that an DOOS0 EXCHAMGE NEWSLETTER, . .aimed at’ -
being awidty left on _urhan 1s55U€es,. seeks a readersth throqghout

Australza for\the fb]lcwung'mdzn reasonsg :=¢ . ,1§ oy
o QVoned ly . - A
'-1) To 'provzde 3 ormatzon Australla—wde . to the various
@oups  and Jndividuals in the eco]qu (sustaznable soczety7
movements, :

2) To encourage the development of Jmks between the trade un.zan"
. movement ard the ecolcgo'mOVement ' -
. "3) .To help unite the progressive po]JthaJ movements t.hmugh the
-davelopment of a New Party of the Left. .
4) -To- find cozmon ground on  sawe . issues tetveen the Ieft'._
- political parties and the newly ererging move.ments such as the
-Rainkow:Alliance. i T
-~ 3) To make documents avaljdble to people in tbe raddca] eco]qu ;
movement through the DATE Collection (see thls hbwsletterv :




