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HABITAT AND
ALL THAT

Planning, Politics, People, Participation, Protit, Property,
Paternalism, Paradisism, Privatism, Possessions, Pollution.

m— S ? -

“  the limited natural and human resources are not on.y inequitably distributed but are also recklessly
squandered with outrageous pollutions and destructior of the natural cnvironment. As for the social
environment, life and thinking become dominated b-~material possessions and this creates a barrier making
it increasingly difficult for neighbours, work mates and ever. members of the same family to relate to each

other”’ from Ecoso Guidelines.
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Other publications are welcome to use material if source is acknowledged. Subscription to Ecoso Exchange
. $4 for four issues includes postage. No set dates for publication. _ '

If you are not a subscriber to Ecoso Exchange . . . or if y ou wish to renew subscription please complete

enclosed form. Further info 328 2345






ECOSO_ EXCHANGE. _ *'0,1% Surmer 1977.
(Incorporating "Irregular'" No. 6k4).

Other publications welcomc to use material if source is acknowledged.

In this issue we continue discussion around the Vorld Habitat Conference by
commenting on a number of report-back semincrs that have been held in Australia.
We have also incluced some material irom the first Down to Farth Festival that
was held at Cotter River, Cénbcrra, ‘n Decerber 1976, and a number of short
reports on various documents that lave besn sent to Ecoso Exchange.

To help readers follow through on scme of the material referred to we have
included a reference section as the last ~tcm,

Although the material in this issue of Ecoso IExchange has been gleaned from a
variety of sources there s one main them~ that is reiterated thrfoughout its
pages. Leee 1t is becomlnhfincreﬂgi ngly clear that the solutions to most
problems will come primarily through politysal actish rather than technology
or planning ....... this is clearly stated by Enrique Penalosa, Margaret
Bowman, John Hancock and Jack Mundey. There are three sections in this issue.

Habitat Report Back

1. Enrique Penalosa's Warning and Message

2. Margaret Bowman's Message and Warning

3. Housing Recommerndctions Supported

4, A.I,U.S. Seminar. R
Do’ Intevv1ew with Jack Mundey. ?{f’ .

Down te Earth Festiwval

6. Jim Cairns. "The Theory of the Alternative", .
e Maurie Crow "Recipe for Fusing Social Change and :

_ Alternate Life Style".

8. Bob Pringle. "Alternative Werk Values'.

Reports Reviews., References.

G. Access to Housing o
10.  South Melbourne Conservation Study R
11.  Knox Project and the Community Child Care Newsletter
12, Citizens Participation: lecture by Prof. J. Hancock
13, Urban Policy and Political Parties
14, References used in this issue of Lcoso Exchange,

A. Report Dacx on Habltat. |

e m—m A o R ——

Vancouver Flan for Action: The United Nationz Cenference on E
Human Settlement 1975. ,
The recommendations of the Habitat Conference have been N
published in a booklet called Vancouver Plan for JAction. It

is available from the United Nations Association, 134 Flinders'!
Street, Melbourne, or from the Hakitat Task I'orce, Box 1890,
Canberra City, 2601.

!

r
The Vancouver Plan for Action is a set of 04 recommendations [
addressed to Governments suggesting concrete ways in which
people might be assured of the bhasic requirements of human ]
habitat.... -

i S b

The Vancouver Plan'fér Action has been given political ?
endorsement by 132 countries but .ustralia abstained from
giving this endorsement. Yhy Australia abstained from ,
voting is stated in this issue of Ecoso Exchange in the .
‘section reporting the contribution of the Hon. Xevin Newman, l
- {(Minister for Emrironment, Housin; and Commmunity Development)

. to the A,I.U.S. Seminar. 134 countries participated at the |
Habitat Conference at ministerial level. ‘
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‘Reyort Back on Heobitat,

Jarnings an( Message.
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A Predomipantly Urbar “laaet

The Habitat Conferenc : xezopii ¢
a predominantly urban Dlazet .o
Secretary General fcx chxta,)-

‘h:t in the near future the world will be
;s Iriyue Penolosa (ihe United Nations
“ucidiy warned:

O a . Ca

"

wetrrn countries is not going to last very
long...... amongst oihzr .} taere are not cnough resources in our
planet to sustain this sir 1 1.2, secondly the wloie pla 4% is not
going to allow it. Ta:h la - vou, the industrialised countrles, have less.
and less populatict in r: a:ivc t2r.2s, because, if the rest of the world
is growing at a fasier rase velitively speaking, you have less and less
pecple., so the res: of “ie wor’d is not going to permit the ccuntiruance
of 4his .style of lile. ™. °7¢_ave talking ahout a new. 1nternat10nal
economics, we ar: “alking a cat t11°”

"The present-style o I.{:
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Penalosa made this stivemens a- the lustralion Institute of Urban Studies

Seminar in October lac” year  The maia article in this issue of Ecosoc Exchange

is a report on the Zocumant “‘H: sitwet and the Challenge of the Cities", at

which Penalosa gave the over nj. ad.ress. Further extracts from his ccntrib- h
utions to this seminar will be givin in the later articlejy but in adeition

to the above warning we now 'nclude 2 message from Penalosa on the political
significance of the sixty fo.r recompendations,

Call for Political Endorsement of Vancouver Plan for Actiom:

"I think the imporvance of these DRecommendations for National fiction does not
lie in how innovative —hev are beccase you can find much better presentations
in the text books in tlie uni-er:ities and in the libraries. The importance

of the recommendations was tle *olltical endorsement that for the first time

in history they received freca 732 governments. Nothing in these recommendatins
is new; the importance is *ne -olitical endorsement and the repercussions

that this political ondorsemcn~ :av. have at the national level.

2 farsuret Bovman's Message and Warning.

Hope and Challenge, rot D:sp.i: nnt Donwsilay.

At a Town and Country 7’lamitg Ssscc.ation Pudlic Meeting Dr. Margaret Bowman

prefaced her talk by ciplain-ng thet sae vas not a planner but a political "
scientist. Her main inpress or o7 tiae Gfficial Habitat Forum was that we are

now living in a world vha2re he ““rl sh speahlng countries are 1n a minority;

and secondly the way - commwm: zatiag at world conferences is no longer to

rely mainly on the spolien an . 1ritten werd: visual material was used to present
reports 1n a variety »r ways. cre caid,

As regards the Non Gowvernaen, (rgorisation Ferum (NGQ),. she was mainly impressed
by the fact that therc th> mescege was not one of doomsday and despair but of
hope and challenge -.... So.u.dor: to problems were being sought through
political means rather than ie:ely looking tc technical sclutions, and therec

was a growing recognit_cn th.t to date settlements had been the result of
decisions on other issues rashcr thaa about the human needs of communities.

She listed four main mattesrs ol conc2yn at the N.G.0. Conference.

These werc -

Jor.mu:ity Control of Land.

The I.iteiaction petween rural and urban areas.
ixd - dpros-ticn te Nuclear Energy.

Sel! Hely rather than bureaucratic control

-

o e P
Al

<

Dealing more fully witi each o’ the four points Dr. Bowr.an explained.

]

i. That the nmed for cm-uaoy control over land use is one of the 64

recormendatisie of sh: sffisial Habitat Conference (the Government
Conferencc ! ~he r:c¢ .arndation points out thet private ownership
of land cont.oiivta: t sceial injustice and if unchecked it may

become a r or cbstacis ‘n planning ond implementing development schemes,
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e SR Repert Back on Habitat

ii. Thaé therse 3¢ a.teid to develop & deeper understanding of the
" dintera:t.oon cad in(eriepeﬁdence of city and -ural areas and the need

for be“i-r bulance. cofrunitizs with socaal 11X. Dr.Bowman .

enprasicad that posulations in many parts of the world lack the

provisiun of elemente c¢i wvital importance fo:» health and survival,
esprcrarly clzan aad sefe water, clean air and food, She called

for suppori ior th: Uniied Nations Water Conferencc which is tc be

hell :n ‘¥ge:itine in Morch this year (1977 a

iii., The opposib:c‘ tc auclecr energy and the necd for alternate forms
of powz, such as solar and wind energy was cne of the nost strongly
supporte.: re¢cormendations from the Habitet Forunm (the conference
of non orerwent orgarisations.

She quu;‘d Morgare® Mead and Barbhra Ward who both supported the idca
of i@epxnr cur options open by conserving energy and agterlﬂg our
hab*ts ritner then J‘Op :rdising the future by using nuclear energy-
She alsz» pio“ed Tigurcs from Bucknaster Fuiler to illustrate how

the 1Jixe¢’:L7 ccuntrle% are squandering the werld's energy., He
said thet the amount ol energy used, on the average, by each
U.8 4. c¢cit:zen was the eguivalent to the energy that would have been

provig2i e2acn day by 153 slaves in Roman tires.

iv. Margares Bowran varncd that the fourtk rmain issue had the p0551b111ty
of heiar SQE;~GeiC1t1ﬁb but that the suppert for this issue was
very compeliling., Yhis zssue is that there should be self help
ratheér :2an bureaucracies doing the job fcr people. People are
dencndirp nnverials to octually build their owh structures:
demandinz the dignity of deciding their own lives. Such a demand
nay scen optimistic and vomartic and there is in it a tendency
towards zu.orchism but overall this demand was one based on
enthusiast:c hope<

Australian. Governh 'nt Nov, Cormmitted.

Dr. Bownman warned “not e [cstral-ar Gevernment was ii: no way committed now

or in the future t- ire Venvcuver Plan for fiction. (Sce later in Eeoso
Exchange in remort on A .7 .U.S Seninar). o '

~wit Pecoarwncotions on Housing Supporte

i e o — ot

QN
N

'

5

>

Habltat Report Buck e ype wx delbourcre,

The United Natio e .is craictzcon hze heid o number of Habitat Report Back meetings
in Melbourne s:bur.s.

One such neeting wis "2ld at “he Collingwood Town Hall last August, at which
the main thene for wh» reetipg was the Vancouver Plan for fiction recormen-
dations on Housirng .

The neeting was adircosc by delegates vho had cottered the Habitat Conference
‘and Forum, by municip~l, courcillors, church people, architects and nembers
of the Tenants Union

The meeting encors~d the Vancouver Plon for Action recimmendations on Housing
and sent letters to ‘ne Federal and State Governments stating this support.

Other public meetings ir the United Nations Ascociation series on Habitat
Report Back incl:de “Puklic Pecveaticn and Community Irvolvement'; "Transport
and Corrmmication, aad "Use of RPSOLIL€S”

« 4 A 1,0 S. Seminar

Habitat and the Canlis=n‘e oi zhe Cities,

The Australian Inszit:t: of Urban Studics held ceminar. in Canbkerra during

October at which two Jdocurents were discussed.

cec/b
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- - Report fack on Habitat

These were the Vancouver Plan for fiction and the 1.I1.U.3. Task Force;chort
Project 57, entitled "The Challenge oi the Cities". ﬁull.?ecoid o% the L
procecdings of the synposiun has been pubiished under ine title Habltat_anL e
Challenge of the Cities” (see last page of Eceso Excherse cn how to obtain
copies of these reports).

The Opening Addreéss t» the Semipar was given by the United Nations Secretary
General for Habitat, Sr. Enrigue Penalosa. ile challengcdt... . _
"Problens are not everywhere the sarie or of lthe sane cravity, but looking a? )
a global perspective there is 2o denying & crisis of the riost fundamental kind",

He pointed to four facts.,.

i, The huge size of cities (with projections for sone of 20.,.%0
rmillion inhabitants).

ii. Cities are being built for cars not hurin beings
iii. Pollution of air and wwter

iv. "And nost damaging of all we are building cities we don't want
to live ine All over the werid people with financial ablllpy
are noving from the cities to surrounding suburbs, bapkruptlng
rmunicipal administrations and furthering the segregation of
the people by econonic class’.

He warned that alreadv in the third world a guarter ve o third of the urban
population lack even water and sewzge connections. IHe en hasised that the
soYution to most problems would ccme primarily through po itical action rather
than innovations of technology and planning and expressed his oratification
that this point was stressed at the conference and in the Vancouver Declaration

of Principles.

He gave two rcasons why he is certain that this basic orientation is correct
and nost of his speech elaborated these two reascns. They were:

ie «.. 10st countrics of the werld have a cdisjointed social structure
which pernitg a ZTuropean life style for cn elite while the poor
are without the basic benefits that human settlement can offer.

ii. It is necessary to understand the limits of the technological
revolution. We are not at the end cf cur inventive capacities
but technological innovation does not necessarily deliver the
social benefits ... the damaging effects of technology are an
unavoidable consequence of progress.

To illustrate this second point he referred to the discussion on nuclear power
he noted that although this was not really discussed at the sfficial governnent
conference of Habitat it was the main subject at the Habitat Foruz of non
governnent organisations.

In a very brief spcech Penalosa managed to introduce two of the nost

controversal issues of Habitat Year ...... "how to achieve greater popular
participation at the most basic commmunity level in decisions and prograns
affecting local conditions", and on land tenure .... "how we are becoriing more
awarc that land, while not scarce, has different values and different capacities,
and that the treatuent of land as a cormodity of the narket, bought, sold and
held as speculative investment, is no longer serving corrmnity needs".

Finally on the relationship between the developing world and the great

powers, Penalosa said: :

o

Fcr yecars the nations of the developing world have looked for suidance
tc one of the tweo great power centres., But, this is no longerothe case,
We no longer see 1n either of these powers a nodel which holds for us
any real paralilel or possibility. We are looking for new ideas which
are nore in keeping with our hopes, capacities and opportunities not te

cepy, like school children, as we have had a tendancy to do in the past
but to watch and study". ’

What Discussicn I'sllowed This Inspiring Kev Ycote Address?

Before presenting you with extracts from the commentaries and discussion which

followed Sr. Pemalcsa's speech it would be useful to give some facts about
the participants at the senminar.

i)5
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A4eport Back on Habitat

Those attending &c ¢ mirar included he ion IDD Newma:, M,P. (Minister for
Environnent, fHou-irg and Ccorrmnity Development): the llon. (Geof Hayes (Minister
for Planning ond Icus ng ix Victoria): The Hon. Paul “anda (Minister for
Planning and Fnv. ronoent i N.S.W.3 Mr, Tom Uren, (Feleral Leputy Leader of
the Oppositic: a-d former Minicter of Urban and Regional Development):

Mr. Vic Jennings (Cheirman oY Jennings Industry and also & nerber ¢f the
Advisory Cormitt & or dabitat which was appointed by tihe Whitlam Labour
Government). ¥ . Pcter B-rrirgten (Director of the Hammerson Group of
Companies and Pr.sident of the Building Owners and Managers Association of
N.S.W., and Vice Precrident of the A.I.U.S.)

There are two arp end:ces in the report. Une is & statenment by Peter
Barrington entitied 'What Went Wrong, Why and What Car. be Done for Recovery?"
This is mainly ¢ repcrt on the depressed ctate of the commercial building
sector.

The second apperdix :s a list of these who spoke at The Symposium and a
description of “heir responsibilities in “he planning fieldi

Tkhere are about 7ifty people listed and four of the names appear to be the

nanes of women ’chere nay have been more than four wonen present). There

did not appear -0 be anyone connected with Trade Unionrs other than the

Labour Barty po-iticians, (Mr, Uren and Mr.Landa). In the main the
participants wexr> academics, administrators, professional planners, politicians,
or company directors.

However the list dces not seem to include one or two speakers, TFor exanpie
Mr. John Byrne cf Adelaide seems to have been omitted,

This omission has been noted because what Mr. Bryne had to say has been chosen
by Ecoso Exchange for pride cof place in this article, He effectively summed
up the tenor of tre commentaries and the discussion which followed Penalosa's
speech. = The correntaries were given by Geof Bayes and Paul Landa and then
there was general discuvsgszon.

Trivial Discussior w.th an _Over—Concern for Physical Planning. dJohn Bryne of
fidelaide.

Mr. Bryne said: "Mey I say that in view of the Secretary-General's (Enrique
Penolosa) remaris I keepy feeling that rmch of our discussion is rather trivial,
I would like teo observe alsc that in Vancouver, in the niddle of a debate

on how to protcet a whole series of endangered species in the environment, one

gentleman from the third world said - ‘Let us not forget that wman in many
countries is an endangered species.’ I keep feeling that we are forgetting
that",

Mr. Bryne went on to applaud the Secretary General for pointing out that we
are too rmich concerred with physical planning and asized the pertinent question-
"How do we get the hest out of our resources in view of the fact that the

world has limited resources?"

Mr. Bryne was one of the very few pecple at the Synposium who even indicated
concern about urban prodlems of other countries and the problems of linmited
world resources. L. few others gave 1lip service to a recognition of "pockets
of poverty" in lustralia and mainly referred to under-developed countries to
give a back-hazl compliment to Australia. (It appears from the contributions
to discussion that Mr. Bryne may heve attended the Hubitat Conference or

Forum in Wanccaver).

4 Terrible Parn lox. (Eon. «. Newman, Minister for E.H. & CD).

Immediately following Penalosa's address Horn.K.E.Newnan, Federal Minister
for Enviromren:, Ho:sing and Cormmnity Development was invited to give his
commaentary.

He said "What  would like to do is just malie a short statement ond then put

nyself in the Ziring linc".

/6
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Do s 3ocl on Hebitet.

His statement mainly consitted of two ideas. TFirstly that there is"a
beautiful lcgic” in the -m:.gas of cavirom cnt, housing ond comuaity developrent
which "will teke & arip onc start producing prograns) ané socondly that the

policies of tke last gov rrzient werce cpen- nded and extravagant.

Questions o Mr. Newman :zainly centred on the .instralian Government's policy
to the Vancouver Plan for fLeotion. (it 1s interesting tc note that the women
present seermed to be the mest porsistens qrestioners). ‘

AMter a nucber of questi:ns hal been asked the Ion. HNewnan said...

"Well I hope I have made the porsiticn clear cn the 04 recormendations., T
mean that it is a terrible paradox that the thing begins with the Declaration
of Principles, which mak:s it rory difficult because we did not endorse the
Principles".

Mr. Newman was askled, "I wac caricus to kmoew why some of the reconmendations
here have a note on them shewing that Austrvalia abstained from voting. VWere
they in fact minor matters?”

He answered...."It would be quite incomprelensible for me to get up end say
that I endorse all the recozmondatioas. I've sounded worning notes that some
of the recommendations secer t» be vnpalatable to me and I stress the word
secn',

One of the questioners asked Mr, Newnman ...."I understand the Australian
_.Gormissioner General made a formcl cxplanation of the rejecticn by Australia

of the Declaration of Principles and explained that it was due to one particular
clause concerned with racism. Is the Minister now sicting that the totality

of the Declaration of Principles was rejected by fAustralia',

Mr. Newman gave the categorical answer: "We did not endorsc the Statcment of
_Principles, full stop; and the High Cormissioner pade it very clear in his

speecih’” .

e —— . e e a—— - Pmn | mimarm—————

!V
‘ Australia Has o t FndorseJ the Vancouver Plan for Acticn i

132 of the 1%4 courtries which weré.rcprésented by governmen4

i delegates zt the Vincouver ConZerence have endorsed the
! Plan for Action.

- e et

| IHowever, the woxds "Aastralia ibstained from Voting" are a
1 tlic end of twc paragraphs..

o C——————

l Both of these paragraphs referred to the occupation of land
! and the upraoting of native populations.

f .
E It would secrm from Minister Newman's answers that these
{ lway ﬂot be the only unpaTatable naragranhs.

:Jeéting,and Gesturing on Participation. (Bruce Juddery of Canberra).

- m———— e~

An extract from a contribution to discussion by Bruce Juddery (Journalist
in Canberra Times and Staff Writer fer the A.I.U.S. Report "The Challenge
of the Cities", : :

"eeos What we arc talking about is participation of relevant group5° and

I rather pride myself on defining relevant groups as any body either
individual body cr corporatc body that's got the capacity to foul up.the
situation at some later stare in the proceedings. 1In other words if you're
thinking about putiing up a powar station,; vou start worrying at the first
cock crow who chuld possibly foul up this magnificent concept c¢f ours....
I agree with the Report that there are some things which trade unicans should
not legitimately -do; but they do it 2ll the same, so you've got to toke
this sort of thing into account. You have to identify the people who at
sonie stage-in the procedi-e Fave the Dower to or the potential power to
foul you up, and these ar: the people who have got to participate, who

" have got to be given the iden they've won something even if they haven't
won everything"(!!)

He added "I'm arguing for a form of tokeni gn

but you! .
bit further than thal; you ve g to give then 2 BitT 6t e §2,3 Hittle

0os/3
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B, J§udery one a cynszel cecornt of the dargers of $:renisa 1n participation. .
He sa}d "A shire clerk in Western fmstralia told us at great length about his
exercise in participation. He wd it worked out to a tee. A1l the notables

are called in the day before -he rate noticec are voted on by the council and
they are filled up with grog un’ gzven a spiel on what its all about. The~

go out and say 'This is great w: have got to be able to carry this®, if it

1s a great increase; or 'Beauty there is no increase, Adnmittedly we are not
getting our new storm water d—-ains, but we cent't afford it'.  And everything

goes through the Council next da; splendidly and there's no argument"a(ll)

As stated above, Mr. Juddery oz the staf? writer for the A.I.U.S. Study
"Challenge of the Cities", In thanking 1in for luis efiort, Mr. J.E.Knox
(Chairman of the A.T1.U.S, Task Torce aad Director of Transport in Western
Australia) said that the choice of Mr, Juddery was ‘'an inspired choice as writer,

“who used his incisive knowledge of pcliticians and his solid academic baclground
to play a nost effective role of devil's advocate”.

Is He deternined to keep his title or are his true opinions expressed in the
jestg? Fortunately he was rebuked by one of his listencrs; Prof. Oeser “
renaried on his cynicisnm and said "collectively we have vast resources of
experience of both work and sccial conditions".

Making.

How_to Bring Councils to Heel - or Quick Court Action Gives Teeth %o Decision
(Mr, Georsc Moore of Sydney).

Mr. George Moore {Monaging Director of Wallis Moowre Pty. Ltd.) has, as he
hinself stated "Lhad considerable experience as a nember of Mr. Barnett's Appeal
" “Tribanal (Note: Mr. Barnett was former Under~secretary: Por  Loéul Governdent,
Governnment of N.S.W, thus presumably Mr. Mcore was talking about the N.S.W.
planning appeals nachinery). L

He nade “théeé follicwing contributicn fo the discussion op perticipation aond
-planning decision making.

"The only recourse I have found and used, and you can only use it at the nooent
in the local governnent sphere is the ability to take a declaratory writ out
in the Supreme Court, Now that is returnable very quiclkly and its the only
wey I have found to bring councils to he:1 so that you uan get yoar decision
and you can proceed with your development. I wouid very much like to cee
something written into any action we take, that where tae decision has been
nade -the applicant has recourse very guickly to the court to get a declaratory
writ for perforrmance by this responsible authority se that you can proceed
with your developument’.

Another speaker concerred with decision making was Mr. Doug Murphy (Financial
Consultant of Brisbane) who had a clear proposition for helping the Australian
Institute of Urban Studies "get across o docision maksrs®. He said "We want
to enlarge our Division to incorporate nembers of the Government, members of
the local city council, members of the Co-ordinator General's Departnent

in a real life tut somewhat elivist, not-cpen-to-the-public. organisation to
get this nessage across: that we are there tc do the work which is a
treriendous berefit to the politician” .... and he furthsr expanded his idcas

.. -"we should look to being an ongoing board of advice, or a pool of profess-
ional skillc and advice". '

Wonen and Children 1ot Entirelv Neglected! (Mro Norman Fisher of Canberra).

Mr., Norman Tisher (Tirst issistant Secretary, Department of Environment, {
Hogsing and Corzmunity Development) Member of Australian Delegation to Habitat ;
rolsed a rumber of very signiticant points, in particular he recognised that [
Elannlng on the macro scale was sdecifically discriminatory towards women...

"... within cities thc focus ic peginning to rove down the scale. Thisg is

?nelparticglar aspect that we nced to be oddressing ourselves to professionally
ir. susirnlia in the nex® ten yecrsy; +he prcblwns of ci‘ies ot smaller scale

tyan the macro approach.... The zacro scrle in which this task was approached ‘§
(i.e. py the A.T.U.S. Task Force Report) very rmach reflrcts the fact that we
are elitist We are nen, we are trainec by aad large pzofessionally to-lodf

at nroblens in the broad The consumers of ou !
x ol 3 : 1 C & o1 oty work b 2 n'
represented in the rzport, thot is the pcople who actugllgngn%3§ggragﬁ%f2r

e /9




THE 4 "ECOSO"* GUIDELINES

OUTRAGEOUS MODERN TRENDS.

‘ Today we arc living in a woold increasingly manipulated by advert-
Lsements and propagaenda for 2 cilture ~i consuming rather than using,
0% receiving or following rathe: than warticipating.

We who ive iu vezteon advanced couantries have iittle choice otheuw
than to buy goods designed with builit-in obsolescence. Thus a large
proportlon of hard work goes to¢ fashioning materiale which are misused
or not fully used, so the more tha! 1s prcduced the more there is
wasted. These same superior industrial powers force this same pattei.
)T congumerisin on the people of the Dthird World. Under these condit-
ions the Ilaiited natural cnd human resources are not only inequitably
distributec bus are also weckleselr sguandered wita outrageous
Dol]ution and destructions of the natural environment. As for the

social env: romment, life and thiviting become dominated by material
possessions and thl creates a ba: cier making it increasingly difficul:
for neighbo.rs, work mases and e :n members of the same family +to
elate to each other.

' There is a more efficient way of living wiich does more for the
(iignity of man using less enexrgy ¢ 'd preservi: g the world as a nleas-
ant and habitable place.

GUIDEIINIS 10 REVERSE THEADS

1. A Valuenjuigemcnt ir favour of reszener:iion and prouotion of
community participa’ion meaning that it is humanxslng and eniich:-
for pecple to relate to eash other throigh one form or another oi
voluntary participatory aztivity, Both n the job and off the job.
exercising a messure o contror in the toursc of such activity.

.. L coasequent recognitior i necesz: 5y for change in life-style a:d
bzhavicur pat tefns that seos the ¢rality of 1ife as an alternati.
to _consumerism undewstocr ag ma s sroducSion @&l sonsumption of
wasterul ani w sotigfying - o.cumen enods and services based cn
compuision or nmanipulaticii,

3. Accordingly & policy of wenrtrichirg the tge of energy and non-
rencwabls resources pex head wrd hizance a pianned design of commu- -
ity ‘nciuding pOpulatﬂon size wrnere man can better relate to mar
and nature ir order to reduce wasterul goods and services at the
same time guarantﬂcing an adequate mininum subsistence to all, and
using modern technolegy %o this end.

4, The recogrition that such objectives cannot be achieved either ou
the hasis of particl lincer one-level ecological remedies or with
authoritarian or manipulative control of production or affairs .
reguirs a comorehensive nulti-directional alli-lievel and partici-
patory effort to achieve global ecclogical equilibrium.

¥ MEeo" is £or ecological, “go" is for sociological and
———_"ezekangoi ie to jndicate thai there is no maninul~btion
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Jedori Jacik ¢n Jlaviiab

from the procesc. Theve i3 n» reference to women, at least Habitat got that
right. There iz no reference by and large to the veople who suffer from the
faults of plannirg in <reir homes and local neighbourhoeds. It is at the
local neiphbourhcod level cha® we should be paying attentiorn to the process,
as well as getting the macro 7rocesses right....."

In the Vancouver Vlan rer .‘ctron there is & statement on women in the section

on "New Torms of participation". It states:
"recognition of the changing role of women in a001et) and encouragemeﬁt

of their full particip:tion in development",

And again in the section of the Plen for Action on "Meighbourhood Planning':

....'"The special interests of children and their parents, the eloer]y and the
handicapped come into Ffocus at the neighbourhood level! and, thirdly in the
section on "Participation" the report states.....'"sceking the participation
of women in the counception of shelter, infrastructure¢ and in the provision

of transportation and access to community services'.

Need for Action-orientated Preposals

Professor ! . of fueensland.
Prof R. Gates-of fue land

Professor Gates was the chairpersen of the Australian Institute of Urban Studies-
last year.

Commenting or Penalosa's warning %o the rich and seli-satisfied countries,
Prof. Gates said....

"His elonuence and comritment cleerly evoked in the &idience a response from
the heart, but it evoked iittr2 1n the way of action-orientated proposals”.

And later he surrmed up his own attitude in “he f0llowing words....oee..

"We owe oursel-es and we ove the world something helter than uncoorcdinated
decision making. We owe oursclves and the world a conscious and careful
formation of gralis at the loci:l and state levels, at the nntional level, and
at the internationzl lewvel. ind we owe ourselves puposeful commmnity action
towards-achieving those goalgs",

As the Professzor has rcfurred te what he terms "surpos qul corranity action"

it is useful to refer bacic to ar earlier rauort from the A.1.U.S. to appreciate
what he could riean by these werds. In the proceedings of the 1973 Annual
Conference of .i.I.7.5. Profescoxy Gates was an outspolzen charpion of urban action
groups. He i3 voported oy Sayingea.-os... =

"I hope T mav be permitted oac final word in relation to urban action groups.
I don't agree wita what the Chairman (Poter T. Barrington was the Chairperson
that year ...editors note) gaid ecurlier this morning, which amounted, I think,
to hoping that we will be able to create conditions in which urban action groups
won't arise becaunse they will not be necessary. 1 hope we will alyays have
action mroups. They arz onz of the most eifective means of expression of
irdividual peopl:'s views and interest, and an important part of a healthy
democratic system. But on the other hand, I wculd certainly not wish to see
them institutioralised by being given, for exarmple, formal representa+1on
within the Institute, because I fear this would emasculate then'. (Our
ermhasig.,. editors note),

R O

The A.I.U.S. was founded about ter years ago. It has published a number of
reports which heve been »nrepared by Task Force Grouns, and has held a variety
of seminars and ~cnferences,t

"8 will be seen from the above extracts from the most recent 1.I.U.S. seminar
the Instit-te atiracts nenters whe are diverse in thelr experience and
Perspectivéss Mr. Bob Hawvke is one Hf the Victorian Councillors of the
Iﬁstitute, but it does no% seem as if he or any other trade unionist has as
yet played a significant role in the act vities of the Institute.

... /10
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i Jdc“ 'wﬂﬂ(" seems to havo eﬂlear himeelf to other “ustralian
© delegates an the Vancouwrer Yorum, At the Habitat Report back
meetinge in Melhourne h: hac heen referred to affectionately as ,
. "our own Jack Mundey was thes2"; or "Jack Mundey put Australia on
{ ~the map"; or "there was *“Pnﬂndoub interest in the green ban ,“J
moverient", or "Jaclk Muades vas out-spoken about the dangers of
)
1

uranius mning",

The inforration in this Ecoes Exchange article is from an interview

reported in'Chair Reac::ion'. At *his interview Mr. Mundey was not t
 reporting directly on h:s Hahitat experiences, he was mainly speakingi
about the environment and in particular about uranium mining

We have seclected frem the ar*ticle some ideas My, Mundey expressed o
about urban and rural] settiements '

about thie magazine is given in the Referencc section of this issue |
of Ecoso Exchange .... the last page) ‘

|
|
\ ("Chain Reaction'" is published by Friends of the Darth. Information
3

—_ . —— e =

Habltable Cltles cnd Social Resnon51h111ty for Labour

One of the questions Jack Mundey answered was what he thought about people ..
moving out of cur cities and trving tc lcad a low energy consumption life
style 1n rural areas. Jack replied ...-

“T think this is very good by way of example, but whether we like it or not,
we've had an industrial revolution, we've now got very hlghly industralised .
societics, we've got a w rld in which in 1950 only 20% of the people lived in
cities, now it is %07 and by the turn cf the centry it will be 50%.... this
raises the whole cuestion not orly o* technology, thoughr that's to the fore
front, bub alsc the work ethic, the cuestion of worl itself, and I believe
this to be the most neglected area of workers organisations' thinking .o..
the question of the social respensibility of labour, which labour we should
be performing, in the 1nterest of present soc1ety, and also in the 1nterest
of fut've ‘soclety.

"I believe that up to now workcrs orgonisations and political parties ...
of the left as well, socialists, commnists, social democrats of wvarious hues
throughout the world ... have a.l been very neglectful of what to do with ’
labour .....

"Now about going back to the lard T -cme down in between, I think we have gov
to make our cities habitable. I don t think its possiblie for everybody to
return to the land and abandon the c:ties ... that's an extreme position. Now
we can't all go back to Nimbin.

"Whether we like it or not we've got Melbourne with 3 mxillion people sprawling
for miles and we'va got the same in Sydney.

"So I think the real challenge to urrtan environmentalists is fo make cities
pleces in which there is a new epirii, in which there is a new attitude to
work, a new attitude to which techno’ogy we should be using.

"At the same time I believe those whe have gone back to the land can by
example teach thes:» of us who rezair in the city a loit",

In his answer to another questicn Jacw rocised the problems of consumerism seae
"Seeing that we've got workers in thc industrial countries with the expect~
ations of consunerism, the sc:ord car, <he chandelier, the thicker carpet, the
goody-goodies and 111 the Huilt in cisolescene that exists in cur society,
part of the proble= is an ideslcaica. taing of breaking with that, and from
what is callcd stazdard ef living, a:d *thinking instead of the quality of living.
But you'll apprecite that workers are brair washed fron childhood into believing
that this 1s the norm, and what I'c rayang s that if you're geing to take
these workers from that positic: tc ¢ dositicn we are talking about, it's a
huge task.

/11
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Rgpprt Back on Habitat.

"And I think 1t can only be cone by a hell of a lot of discussion and convincing
the workers, -ha. the’ nlanti camot go on th1s woy, that we can't go on destroy-
ing resources at the rate we ara',

Later on he statos oaa "1 think we've got to try to connect up the workplace
and where the WOrker l:ves. TFor *co 1ong there has been this sllclng off.

"The worker hits the factory of ¢ morning, performs certain work for a ramber
of hours, then he goes out ard ignores the fact that the environment 1in ;1t1es
is being destroyed, that thc transportation systems are terrible.

"So there must be this interven:ion in issues beyond what we call economic ...
all of us have to find a way to bring more and more of the working class into
the envlronment Lovement"

And a warning from Jdack ... .

"T think the rnon renewable resources crisis ... also T believe there is a foed
crisis and a water crisis ... tlhiesc are not just going to effect the poor two

thirds of the world, but they are g01n0 to affect the vicher third as well ...

«."You might th:nk I am talhlnr a bit much about the workers' movenent , but I
thlnh it .is the Lkey, because if:you've got these grecat terrible multl—natlonal
industrial’ complexes, 1ts not -going to change ... 1 cup't see ﬂapltallsﬁ
having that much soul to change in time .... -

esce. "this notion that too many socialists have had about'conquering naturé,
that's o terribly arrogant notion and has to be scotched forever ....

"Since we've built up these_giant coempdexes;, well then, unless you get the
workers there to change their thinking, how can you ever cffect change?
Because its playing right into the hands ¢f the owners who will go on making
the products they shouldnit be makicg anway, unless we ﬂet a large sectloﬂ of
the workers toc rethink their pcalJlon anyway". '

\'-.v.




B .  Down To Farth Testival

Con, Test of Socizl Change and “lternate ife Style

In December last year the first Down to Tarth Testival atiracted thousands
of people. Jt is estimated that four thousand people camped at Cotter “iver
‘near Canberra) for the five days and a similar number of people visited the
Testival daily. '

Tt was decided to hold another festival in about a year's time apd in the
meantime to set up a Down to Tarth Trust and to popularise the ideas of the
festival through a charter. '

A number of publications will be reporting back on the first Down to Farth
Testival, and in particular the Learning Txchange will be producing a specicl
supplement .... see the Teference section of this issue of Lcoso Exchange (last
page) for further information about how to obtain the Learning Exchange.

6. "The Theory of the Alternetive".

'

One of the main forums at the Festival was. introduced by Jim Cairns who spoke
on "The Theory of the Alternative. His talk has been published in booklet .
form {see reference section of this issue. of Fcoso Exchange). :

Jim emphasised that "human nature is <ood, not bhad" but that we have carried
cn too long wit!: the assumption that humen nature 1s bad.

e spoke out against the "prevailing and insatiable demands made on resources
which cannot be replaced”" and called ior radical change.

"There is urgent need now for new values and priorities” he stressed.
He suggested radical change can be scen as involving four stoges....

i. Cultural preparation or censciousress railsing.
No change can take place until the area in which it can take place
has been created.

ii, Buildin~ up radical groups or altermative enclaves of all kinds
based o:: the real needs of peovle.

iii. The development of a comrminity for change, of a2 peoples’' iiberation
movement, with the capacity 1o chalienge the structure of authority.

iv. The radical group or altfernative enclaves take over as self governing
corrrunities and replace the bureaucracy and machinery of the
centralised, naticn-3tate.

¢
The Testival attracted n very wide cross section of pcople concerned about the
environment and the threat to natura’ resources, commurnity health, community
schools, gay liberation and aliternate Zfechnology.

The highlight of the Down to Tarth Testival was the anti-uranium demonstration
which was irnitiated by members oif "riends of the Zarth at a forum on aboriginal
land rights and uranium mining.

» large proportion of Testival participants went to Canberra to »rotest first
at the Civic Centre and then outside the ‘iining Indusirv House. " They were
joined by Canberra supnorters and tho demonstiration was regerded as %eing one
of the bipzest and best protests ever to bHe held in the Capital.

[ O e ]

7. “msing Tocial Cherge and ‘liernate Life Style.

Mgurie frow).
3 : n T S o .

In preparﬁtlog for thelﬁown to Larth "estival a number of getherings were held

in +fe main cities of uustral}a and there were several pre-festival publications.

‘aurie (row wrote-a short article for one such publicaticr which was produced

in “'ellouarne.

We pnrint Yaurie's ariicle in Tcoso Txchanre as a contribition to the continuing
debate on the relationship between the nced to change the structures of society
and the need to change our own personal values.

Tere 18 the article. y
I.O, 13
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Down to Farth Festival

"SCAL" stands for "social change and alternative lifestyles", and is_not an
abbreviation for "scallywags". For the movement of people that ?CAL fopes to
attract to become serious and successful, and not fade away into 1nconsequgnce?

it is important that just as much emphasis be given to_"social chaggu" as 1s given
to "alternative lifestyles" - and vica versa. Both elements are vital,

In my view, "sociai change" to be meauningful, must inevitably mean d;spla01ng_the
present competitive and inherently aggressive and authoritarian afmozal system
of production for profit with a cooperative democratic selfamanaglngaand mqra}
system of production for use. In other words, the basic structure of production,

and the administrative and ideas-systems that go along with it must e changed.

But such a structural change in the organisation of production and tie various
instruments of government is pointless if the people making the changes allow it
to finish up without being a change in lifestyles, which means achange in values,
If it is to continue to provide a growth-at-~all costs ecoromy, in which a persons
entitlement to a quantity of consumer goods remains the yardstick of success
rather than relationship with people, then the process will only bave gone half-
waye ‘ _

"Alternative lifestyles" are, in eifect, quite important words that sum up an
earncst desire for more human values that can help us to rid ourselves of the
alienating aspects which society, as at present organised, imposes upon us all.
However, alternative lifestyles, if conceived as being confined to the self
efforts of individuals, families or even commmunes, taken alone, would, in nmy

view, be equally ineffectual, Such stalwart pioneering efforts to adapt technology
to ecologically-tolerable and non-alienating forms of subsistence and human ful-
filment are bound to bear fruit by showing just what is capable of being univer-
sally applied. Seen in that way they can be priceless tomponents of social
change., But if they are seen as a substitute for general social change, they
will be self-defeating, because they will remain misunderstood and rejected.

by a majority that will continue dominant precisely because the new "values"

are not brought to bear to change the old "structure" which contimmes to
perpetuate thé dld values, Two last thoughts:

1. One quarter of Victoria's people, production and expenditure of energy, are
spread throughout the provincial cities and countryside. The cther three
quarters live and Work in the Melbourné regions Yes, we need to give
attention to th¥ one~fllarter, in its owm rights VWes, we need to sce and
encourage the interaction between the one quarter and the three guarters.

But above all, let us not fail to corcentrate on the Melbourne three quarters.

Workable and acceptable alternative urban lifestyles and workable and accept-
able alternative social big-city structures must be found - and the key here
undoubtedly includes the concept of a system of human-~scale sub-systems
within the metropolitan conglomerate.

2, In finding these urban solutions, a central tactical guideline rmust surely be
to reduce the amount of urban energy used in industry and in transport, as
well as the energy used up by consumerist habits of individuals who have
been manipulated into buying for style or status rather than use. This effort,
however must be made to coincide with and complement the effort to re-establish

unalienated human relationships by establishing collective and convivial low-
energy urban pursuits.

8, Alternative Work Values.

(Bob Pringle).

One of the most lively debates at the Down to Earth Festival was on Alternative

Work Values and the following paragraphs are from a paper by Bob Pringle which
was distributed at this forum.

Here are the extractS..ee.e

He made an appeal 7or us to establish "REAL Demands".... "I believe the interest
of society and the working people would he better served if the trade union
movement were to acdopt a social conscience and join with interested rroups to
bring this about, cnd at the same time to compaipn effectively for a 3% hour
w?ek or less based on sharing socially useful and necessary work and permanency
W1th_a guaranteed cnnual wage so that work can be distributed as efqually as
Possible ... those who believe this is utopian will be interested to tmow that

,./T‘_f&
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rﬂ~+oroﬂ nick-un centres and guaranteed annual income exists with waterside
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sections of the mining industry , shlps palnters and dockezs, shlpwrlghts, metal
{r-Aceren and L oon otovliors or the wotexfoont  gore sect® ns of the building

industry in America and Canuda ....e."

e suggested that workers should not “go cap > hond as wing fox work ot ony
cost ... s rostered systém would provile a day to day lnowledge of the exact
aumber of peonie secking work -rdustiy by -ndusiry sc¢ “hat {lexible hours coul”d
be negotrated ona chare <worl: basis o5 production slackoned coilf or increased".

He deplore” sguandering resourc.s: "Tf we accept thot the major question Tacing the
“he wiole human ace is whether or "t we tan survive irtc the twerty first _
cepfar}1~we must quasiicn wnether v con continue to consume at an everm@ncr9451ng
rote the finite enevgy and resources of “hus world; whether we ‘can continue
*1“ﬁ’esvlv to polluts the air, sca <734 waterwaye; and whether we can centinuz .

to alstribace the avallable focd irn the presenL incfficient aad wasveful way".

Bob went on tp exwmmince whether Uhe present producitivi ty is beneficial to S0 1cty
or whether ths increase is destruct:ve. Tor example e asks:

L]
"Ys it not also o form of mass insenity for a multitude of individuals to project |
themselves from Point A to Point B -nd beck again each day in a ton of m@to1‘ | ™
plastic and Tubber when they can ccllectiveiy make the same journey using leéss |
r250Ur es””bﬁ _ i o X

He concluu d his papex "I believe that economic theory should either begln to

catex for the needs of the po2opie o7 te cast aside ... the people should. not: be
made to bend cr {as iz the case waill. 2.5 willion on th2 poverty line and .. . . .
264,000 registercd unemployﬁu) t- be cast aside for tae whims and fancies: of . .
economic lheories,

, e e
T don't believe *that societ simpl” nceds more work. I believe what we need

is to share meaninpgful jobs so that every individual can live a dignified. .
exiscence".

Bob 1ncluded a taole showing how prri.ctivity per person has increased since 166
ard a tahle chowing average hwours wokzd per week, including overtime. =24

/1thourh Bob vringle's trace unton mate Jack Mundey was not at the Iistival his
ideas, as expressed in Chain React:r, were read by some partlcnpants,

Or~ of the features of the Toestaval wwc the group of members of I'riends of . th\
sarth, Ahout sixiy of thes:z young peorle cyeclaed through Gippsland to Eden ard -
then to Can-erza. On the way they “rotestra wgniast wood chipping in the
forests. The Priends o the Earth were the moin initiators of the anti-uraniuvm
demonstraticn ond forum, ard they vwire clco active in providing wovklng models .
of alterrn~te socurces of pomor from the sur and wind. R !

o C.  Reporfs,  Revicws, defercnces. -

— s e ———
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G- "Acc2ss to alousing”.

The <hird Irterim Report to the Australian Houst rg Desowreh Council,
preparzd by thc Centre fer Urban Resear-h and Action NcVumber 1976. This
renort ana1s with four areas ir Melbourac whire therc bus hoen digplacoment

(mainlv foxr rcad videning). The second port of the 1viort eonsists of a su“vry
ol 317 houscholds whe had recently moved ... .., atfermpi-ng to gain somc

perspective on the oxtent and offace of forced moving ond ithe difirculties

experlenccd by houcechelds ¢f finding adeguate achermedation. Tko final report
(not ye ar°‘1ab‘3\ wilt araw the “nlermation topether ind spell out the
1mpl*cat10n for hou,-ng polizies. S

10, South Mel™surne Conservaticn (Sc-ind Impact) . Srudy by Yuncken and Freeman
I
A%

doghiteets PHe Lta., for th> Sous: Mellour: sunci: with sponsorship from the
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Interin Commitiee 2f the Netienal 1976 ihis study is the mesul. of
extinsive guestionsire curvev cent . and rate rescarcch for the conservation

- - Yy ~1- - - Ti . £ E ;
areas -y tlis AuFurb ftosete rut fo lcentify he dcgree to which the Gonser-
setorn niomegiie ghou,? he oy iiye awT_Gh : 1 g
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— """ Reports, Ncviews, References.

11. The Xnox Proiect". The first annual assessment of the IXnox Iarly thldhood
Deveigbment Compf:xy prepared by Yoland Wadsworth. Tebruary 1976. This '
valuable repcrt comes out at a very important time as the Healtb Depariment 1s .
apparently pcisec on the threshhold of developing more Early Chlldhoo? Development
Complexes across i:inicipalities in Victoria. 4 very useful summary of the

report has been 1 »lished in the Community Child Care Newsletter No.7, Decepber
1976. In this review of the report the Department of Health is challenged in the
following way .... "The Departmen: cf Health has at long last enabled some real
human ne=ds resesch to be carriel out. Will it act on it? .Or will 1t fail to
comprehend the co:sequences of such an imaginative report, which implies so
clearly that peoy e must be the initiators and managers of services ard support
systems which mec: their needs, if their needs are to be met effectively and 1f
local pecple with resources arc to be used fully?”

12, Citizens Po:'%icipation.... How to Plan o City for Pcople" a public lecture b
by Prof. Jchn L. l{ancock, Fullbright Professor of Urbhan Planning, University of
Washihgtqn, Suly i976.  The lecture given by Prof. lancock for the Town and
Country Planning 3oard as part of the U.S.A. Bi-centcnary celebrations. Despite
this sponsorship “rofessor Hancock made some very hard hitting criticisms of
plannirg in the U:ited States. For example outlining the history of planning
cin U.S.Ac he 4. (1. "So that planners emphasise the large physical scaie, not the
I"communi:y scale, #nd when you emphasise only that scale, it is a virtual certainty thrt
thet nmany commurivies will be destroyed". And in a paragraph on' citizens part-
icipation he said+ "Citizens participation is very closely tied with the civil
rights movement bhaocause as far as the black communities, racial minority groups;
the poor and oiicrs are concerned, their neighbourhoods are always the most vul-
nerable to the pi=nning process." He then described how US4 I'reeway Interstate
No.70 "took out ths black neighbourhoods in St. Louis, it took out the Italian
neighbourhoods in Xansas City, it toolt out the Eastern European neighbourhoods
in Denver, and so on, It took out the most vulnerable social territories, the
lowest income, 7t did not take out the high income torwmunities or the polit-
ically well orgenised communities".

Prof. Hancocl: ans<ered a number of questions with some equally hard hitting
answers. The lecture was well attended by public servants and many of the
questicners were iruch more conservative in their outlool than the lecturer. Tor
example Hancock r=plied to a C.R.B. questioner - "The assumption is that you have
to build that aighway and 1 am questioning that assumption". Or again "New
Cities couldn't oz the solution. They can perhaps be part of the sclution,. to
me the solution is a restructuring of existing urban areas",

A final quete, this was in answer to a guestion as to whether urbanisation is
creating a sericus land shortage, "the fact is .that we are not turning land into
concrete, as some environmentalists say, but we are continuing to develop ,
essentially on 2 :pzsculative sprawl type of basis that is wasteful and histor-
ically it ic very inegquitable. This is because the people who engage in the
privats prorcess d~ not redistribute the benefits. The benefits go back to the
private cector o asteful and inequitable process',

Urban Policy and Folitical Parties.

13. A.L.P, Pelicv Committee Open for Input. The Labour Party's National
Urban and Regio:2i Development and Environment Committece has launched "Operation
Feedback' in an erdeavour to further grass roots democracy... to evaluate Labor's
gigantic involvement in improving urban 1if: styles and its policy cf "catching
up"” in community Ffacilities.

At the Nstional T-vel the A.L.P. recently decided to open its policy raking
process tc take irto prior account the views of as many people as possible

in the Australiar community, with o view to placing the Party, in Government,
in the best poasible position to fulfil expcoctations, and meei the real needs
of the whole conrnmnity. As an initial step in implementing this decision the
Committee has intited organisations to ....

i) Teel freze to write at_any time to the National Secretary (P.0. Box 1,
Canbarzn, ALC.T. 26(0) exnressing views on _any area of activity

1yr23:r ) or potential) of governments; and

ii) in pariicilar to send views as to what aceds to be done (long tnd
cnort -rms) to enkance the cuality of life in both urban and
raral /-rstralia.

&

veo /6



Lieports, Reviews, References

Introducing"Invirorns” (a precis of introduction article in the first issue of
"Invirons'. )

The first issue of "Dnvirons" has been produced by the Liheral Tederal
Government's Departments i Lrvivoirent, ‘ousing and Community; Development.
(In December 1975 E.I.C.D. abeorbed the fuictions from four departments ....
Environment, :lousing, .iccreaticn end Urben Zevelodnent 4

Through "Environs" L.H.C.D. is scek.nz tc articulate policies and provide a
forum for its wide ranging activitics ... it is cenceraed with the way people
live.

Contributions from readers are weicomed by "Envirvons” and organisations are
invited to reprint articles withovt permission provided an acknowledgement 1s
made. The publication does not necessarily reflect the views of the Commonwealth
Government or the Minister of Environment, Housing and Cormunity Develooment.
The first issue indicates a number of feetures which may appear regularly.

The first issue indicates two features whkich may appear regularly:

i) Recent releases. his is a calendar of statements by
Government spokespecunle ard a list of the Minister's speeches.

}—J
[N
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Teaching and Deing. This feature will deal with theory arnd
practice of educatior as it relates to the Department's work.
Material which has been prepared by the Social Education
Maverial Project (8.0.M.P. ) will be popularised in this
feature. (The two vcar project on S.T.M.P. was funded by
the Labour Governmen®). L

1 Stop Tress Teachers and the Imvironment  Stonp Press
| Tbe 'Age' nowspaper reported.on cewvwuvary 17, 1977 that |
' the 120,000 strong Australian Tecchers Federation had
{  adopted a major policy statement on the environment

n

‘ and pledged support for urban action grouns.
i

i The rederation called for the destruction of nuclear
i stockpiles, and agreed to f:ght “he exploitation of
g uranium r~ sources.
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Reports, Reviows and Rofererces

Some of these pubiications have been referred to in this issue of Ecoso

Exchange.

Vancouver Plan for Action. Being the recommendations of the ilabitat Conference
for National Action and Human Settlement.

The Challenge of the Cities. IHeport prepared by the Task T'orce of the

Australian Institute of Urban Studie:, subtitled "Constraints on Effective

Decision Making", September 1976, Publication No.58, (Australian Institute of
Urban Studies, P.0. Box 809, Canberra, A.C.T. 2601. Price $5.00 plus 60¢ postage).

Habitat and the Chaallenge of the Cities, Proceedings of a symposium on U.N.
Vancouver Plan fo» Action and on the Task Force Report on "Challenge cf the
Cities', December 1976, publication No. 6k, (Australian Institute of Urban
Studies, P.0. Box 809, Canberra, A.C.T. 2601. 87.50 plus 60¢ postage).
Chain Reaction, Vol. 2, No.3, 1976, (in which article by Jack Mundey was
published). This is a quarterly magazine published by iriends of the Earth,
51 Nicholson Street, Carlton, 3053, Ph.347 6630, $1.00 each issue.

This issue of Chain Zeaction is mainly on sclar encrgy and uranium,

The Theory of the Alterrnative by Jim Cairne. This‘booklet is obtainable from
Jim Calrns, Parliament House, Canberra, and the pride marked on it is 50¢.
It would be helpful to include 20 or 30 cents for postage.

Down to Earth TMestival. An address for obtaining the Down to Earth Charter has
not yet been made lknown, in the meantime any person wishing to obtein more
information about the Down to Darth Festival could either get in touch directly
with Jim Cairns, or obtain information from Friends of the Larth or the
Learning Exchange. The article in this issue of [coso Ixchange was printed in
the Pre Festival Publication called "Hope" which was edited by Robert Fensham,

Arthurs Creek Road, Nuffield, 3099. ‘

Learning Exchange. A community newspeper for information, learning ornd sharing.
It costs 207 an issue and is distributed through milk bars and whole food shops,
or can be obtained from the Learning Exchange Centre, 420 Yaverley load, Last

talver, “h. 2i1 5413. The Tebruary issue will have a supplement on the lown to

Farth “estivel. “necial issues last ycar included features on town nlanning,
. - - b g e = S e
01ty/bountry, rlaygroups, low cost housing. Lcarning Bxchanze N -#3  €c. 70

has an index o7 nast issues plus an index of organisali ns that have uwsed the
Verv useful reference material.

pages of Learniny Lxchange cver the -asi year.

Environment News, Vol 1, No.10, of this publication contains a list of

Australion Invironment Publications and announces the cstablichment of Patchwork
Bocks which planc to become a distributing service for environment, pablications.
The address of Fatchwork Books is Box 73, Collingwood, 3066. Ph. 329 5377 for
further particulars on Dnvironment News or Patchwork Books.

Alternative Canberra. A magazine for people intercsted in changes in social
structures, lifestyles, technology, und in people. One of its first tasks it
set itself is the provision of information. The contact address is 5 Mulga
Street, 0'Connor, A.C.T., 2601, or phone 062 (Canberra) 435637. The magazine
costs 40¢ a copy, Alternative Canberra No.13 has some useful material on the
Down to Earth Testival including a feature crticle "The politics of the

Alternative Socicty".

Inspect Newsletter.

A magazine for young people who are concerncd with the environment.
Inspect Newsletter No.1, Vol.6, January 1977 has some valuable informition
on Newport. It is available from F.0. Box 132 Carlton South, 3053,

phone 329 5519, price 30¢.






