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This issue:

le ZEnergy Conservation: How to Avoid "Too Little:, Too Late!

Part 2., Solar energy not the full answer.
2. MPromising" Reports and the State Elections —a: Philosophic Note.
3. We Seek an Amalgamated Publication

Ttem l: Energy Conssrvation: How to Avoid
"Poo Little Too Late!

Part 2. Solar Energy Not the Full Answer

by John Dick, Chris Mardon, Maurie Crow

k. -
; Note Part 1 of this article appeared in "Ecoso Exchange'" No. 19 at
{', . pp 5-T7 (diagrams). The article is in three parts structured as

| follows:

[Part 1. Why "find-more"s; "trade energy for energy" (ie.es export

| coal/gas to import oil) and "make-oil" (Government policy )is

: _ unworkable.
lPart 2. Why substitution of solar energy for fossil fuel energy is
desirable but insufficient by itself,

_Part 3. How a transitional model for Melbourne can reduce urban energy

needs.
Part 3 will be published in the next issuce of "Ecoso Exchange"
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Bstimated Limits of Solar Substitution

. T4 should be noted that the energy reserves (dealt with in Part 1) are
‘mually described in terms of the amount of primary energy — that is the
_amount of energy available before conversion or refining occurs to enable the

mergy source to be conveniently used. Secondary cenergy rcfers to energy in

its converted, readily usable form c.g. clecctricity, petroleum or washed coale

In the case of electricity, for cxample, some 70-80% of the available primary

encrgy is lost in the conversion of coal to electricitye.

But consumption patterns should also bc considered. The Department of
National Development has published an cnd use analysis of primary cenergy, but
whilst the analysis does not allocate an cnd use for clectricity, it does give
a breakdown for the year 1975/76 and forecasts to the year 1986/87. (See
Dopartment of National Development "End-use Analysis of Primary Fuel Demand

in Australia 1973/74 to 1986/87" ACPS 1978).

Table 2 has been derived from this publicatione This table has been
produced NOT to give any definitive cstimatc of what is likely to happene
Its purpose is to give a very rough mcasurc of the maximum potontial encrgy
savings possible from solar substitution, in order to asscss what contribution
we can cxpect from thesc optionse

Tho figurcs in the table arc Australia-widc. A most important aspcct,
when considoring such gencraliscd figurca of c..orgy cnd-usc is that consump-
tion pattorns arc cxtrcmely complex and cach Statc varics in its consumption
pattern in a number of important waysj but this is not rovecalecd by tho tablc.
For cxample, in Victoria the largest single industry group as a consumer of
energy is tho food industry which requires mainly low-grade hcaty whilst in
both Noew South Walcs and South Australia the stecl and iron industrics arc
gignificant ‘clements in the consumption pattorn which requirce high grado

he%%ﬁe.conservation of Urban Encrgy Group ("CUF group"- authors of "Sceds for
Change') have made arn asscssment of the cxtont to which alternativo. rencwable
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onergy sources could affcet the prescent consumption pattcrn and tho 1986/87
forccast consumption patterne. This forccast still involves a commitmont fof5jr
gTQwrsh (osﬁima#gd at 3.99% per year over all fucl souroos) from 2670.8 x 10

to 418402 ' T0™’JF but it includes the solar cnergy for low grade hoate Tho
assossment is based on the maximum penctration practical in cach of the
industrial scctors and cxcludos any contribution by cnergy conscrvation in the
scnsc of a rcduction cf cnd-usc cnergy 1lcvelse

If wec assumc that, by somc amazing quirk of fais, growth stoppcd at thc
1975/76 consumption lcvel through a major commitment to conscrvation, the 15
maximum ongoing annual savings from this source of cnergy would be 6606 7x1077J
or 25% of thc total primary encrgy consumption. However, if the 3.99% growth
ratc forccast occurs and if the maximum substitution of altcrnative cnergy
sources is applicd to the 1986/87 forccast, then the. degree of substitution
could bec increcascd Eg an ocxtra 1.5% to 26.5% of total primary cnergy consump-
tion of 4184.2 x 107°J3 whilst the cstimated saving through s&gstitution
mcasurcs by the ycar 1986/87 could be as large as 1108.8 x 10°7J whigh is
cquivalent to 41.5% of the. 1975/76 consumption lovel of 26708 x 10 7 Je

Those. figurcg show, however, that the solar substitution stratcgy makcs little
contribution to total encrgy savings. even assuming that the substitution
could be offccted in an cleven year poriod from 1975/76.

Furthermore, this particular stratcgy, whilst important and desirabley o
makes a negligible contribution tc the urgent problem of liquid transpori (
fuel availabilitye. S

Medium Term 0il Prospects

Turning to the liquid transport fucl problcemy the supply situation for
0il is complex becausc of the fucl mix. Table 3 illustrates the contribution
of 01l in the cncorgy mix for the major ASIC scctors. This tablec must be usoed
in conjunction with Figurc 1. (Scc Ecoso No.19 - diagram oppositc p.6)
Production cyclc No.5 takces into account the most likely production cycle
from Bass Strait which involves the carly development of Cobia West Kingfish
and the development of Fortcscuc ficld in carly 1984. This production cycle
produccs the best short torm supply situation but the prognosis after 1986/87
is oxtremecly poor., The shortfall of 50% botweon supply and dcmand is
supposcd to bo made up by importing crudc oil from OPEC, that is, if it is
availablc in the quantivics that the Department of National Development
"Bnd~usc Analysis of Primary Fucl demand in Australia 1973/74 to 1986/87”
forccast indicatcs arc nccesszary to maintain our current lifestylce

Ixamination of Table 3 shows oil is ocxpocted to supply a smaller propor—
tion of our cnorgy in thi5futuro, Howcver, oil oonsuTBtion is still cxpccted @
to riso from 1258.7 x 10777 in 1975/76 to 1692.3 x 107°J, in 1986/87 which is "
a 34% incroasc.

Percentage Contribution of 0il in thce Primary IEncrgy Consumption in

I975/76 and 1986/87.

iSTC SECTORS

1975/76 1986 /87
ASIC Code Consunption % 0il Consumption % oil
lcvel _ level
Agriculturc
and Mining '141.9 55,6 25249 5304
Manufacturing 848.1 38,2 1160.1 2942
Blcctricity _ '
Gas and Wator 818.0 5.1 14800 363
Transport 70062 99,9 1048.4 99,6
Domestic
Commcrcial 162.6 67-1 24247 5261
Total
Consumption 2670.8 471 4184 .2 4044 .
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C.U.B ESTIMATES; OF POTENTIAL, ENERGY SAVINGS BY SOLAR SUBSTITUTION
Based ¢n Primary Fuel Consumption by ASIC Code #for 1975/76 & 1986/87
| . Hobes: o | |
1. BASIC" = Australian Standard Industrial Code

2, Consumption figures are all in 10195 L

3., Cols. 1,2,5 & 6 are ASIC Primary Fuel Consumptien "
figures from Department National Development

4, Cols, 3,4 & ' are CUE group's estimates of maximum
gubgtitution pogsible - unlikely to be achieved.

5. ASIC Diwisions of which the energy quantities are .
insignificant for the purpose of these calculations
hgve been omitted. These are Div.E (Construction),
Div.H (Communications),and Div I (Finance,insurance,
real estate and business services),"Domestic/
commercial®,consigting of E,F;H & L is a sub-group
Cown i ASIC codes '

“Golel  C0l.2 Gole3  Coled  Col.5 Gole6 Cole7

ASIC Code 75/76 % % 80/87 %
' . Consum- Consum- Substit~- Saved Consum- Consum- Saved
\_ . ption ed ion ption ed
A DIV.A ‘
griculbure 5701 2041 10 21 733 1.75 17
DIV.B ;
Mining 84.8 21T 10 0 31 179,06 4,29 43
DILV.C
Manufacturing °*
Food 107.6 4,03 90 4 .00 125,0 2.99 2.78
Textiles 6.9 <256 90 25 6.7 .16 14 -
Wood 408 518 90 617 4—05 11 .10
Paper & products?29.2 109 10 .10 55.4 1.28 Y
Bagic chemicalge 38,1 1.42 10 014 65,5 157 15
Petroleun refinl08.9 4,08 10 o4 136,8 %4 27 032
Non minerais, gl .
glass ctco 20,9 3.4 10 o 94 124 .1 2.96 029
Iron & steel 14,7 i1.78 - - 422,2 10.09 -
Non fe.mevaks :123,7 4.6% - - 19%.8 4«63 e
mabric.metals ., 4.6 017 50 .08 6,2 15 .07
‘lransport equin,. 6.3 023 50 <11 45 .18 .09
@" oot Menufad " 31 31,76 - - 1160.1 27,73 -
DIV,D '
Blec,.gas  water .
Blec.product., 788.2 29,51 50 14,7 14560 34,80 17450
G'aS pr‘Od/diStI‘o 28(,6 10_07 - - 2206 054 -
(Total Elec.et¢818.0 30,63 - - 1480,0 -
DLV. P , | |
Wholesale/retailne2.0 .82 70 57 0 31.1 T4 .51
Tremsport/ o _
storage 700, 2 26.22 -~ - 1048,0 25,06 -
DIV.J : ‘ e
Public Admin. 14,1 »53 90 o3 17.0 o 41 « 28
DLT.K ‘ |
Community .
SeI‘ViceS 9')6 036 90 &25 1095 ‘.\:@ 023
Dﬂ:v.roL S '
Entertainment 100.2 3,75 90 2,38 15961 348 3042
ete, %,
DIVS.E,F,H, & I -
("Commercial/ ' )
Domestic") 162:6 6,09 - - 242.7 5.8
TOTALS 2670,8 100.0 Saved approx.25% 4184.2 SaVedhapprox.26%

TABLE o



.ﬁ
/A -
!

The impartance :E ~il in the energy nix is also indiccted in Table 3.
The 1986/87 forcca { indicates that some minor restructuring of the energy
mix is c¢xpected in jach sccter, with tloc cxception ef the transport scctor,
which will rcmain almost tetally dependcrt on eoile. Changos in the availabil-
ity of imported and indigenous crude oil {duc to a number of rcasons, ranging
from balance of payments through dccisiors made by the OPEC nations or the
multinational oil dompanics on thce allocaiion of crudc oil to the developcs
ané. third world ceountrics) will causc a more dramatic restructuring than is
implied by Table 3. Thesce changes in the cnergy mix have a potential to
force a major resI ucturing of Australian socicitye.

Bass Strait crude oil is cextremely rich in the major transport fucls of
direct interest tod the majority of pcoplz, the cemmonly uscd pcrsonal trans-
pert fucls such as aviation fucl, pctrol and dicsel fuel. It is deficient
in the heavy crudg oil fractions including ships' bunke ing oil, which is
of vital importancp to thc national trade and cncrgy strategy. The advent
of natural gas in Jouth Australia, Victoria and New South Walcs has reduccd
the demand for inddstrial fuel oil and honece roduced industrices! dependence .
on imported crudc bvil. This change in the cnorgy mix for transport fuel )
production over thp past ten ycars, combincd with the suitability of light
Bass Strait crude E;i.l, has allewed a distortion in oil refining capacity to (
occur in Australiaft refincriese Thoy have a very small capacity to catalyt—
ically crack hcavy ported crude oils, thcen hydrogoenatce the cracked fraction
to produce transpo fucls which are at present derived from Bass Strait oils.

;If Bass Strait productiou dzelines capidly, the lcad time before cextra
cracking capacity uld be available could create supply rroblems for
transport fucls.

(1

Mardon ("0il Defand and Availibility in dustralia —49th ANZALS Congrass
Auckland 1979) indicatcs that the yicld - the proportion of the total in
situ reserve that gan be recovercd - from Bass Strait will Jdepend en the
rate of depletion. The higher the rate of depletion the lower the yiold of
oil. The currcnt management stratcegy coi Bass Strait may help to prop up
sur car dependert socicty in the short form, but the medium torm prognosis
is very poor unless oil 1s found closc <o oxisting pipcli:r.os very shortly.

‘\ !

We have sufficicent “ime to makc some of the changes =hat arc neccessary to
achicve a low cnerjy, oquitable socicty if we start now, Taicre is another
five yoars of high lcvel production available from Bass Oirait to allow the
recduction of demand to nccur with the minimum of social d slocatione.
However, if the currcent irend of large scale technical fixes is continued, ‘
as number of options 711l »¢ forccloscd. Onc indication of this trend is
the allocation of State d Federal rcscarch funding to large scale technical
fix projccts such as coal conversion, with littlc or no consideratien given
to the social, cenvirommental, resource ania cconomic impact of any ef theso
projccts. The 1977/78 Nasional Energy Rescarch Development and Demarcation
Committoo grants illustraic this point wcll.

gg@osmsm OR_STEADY STATE

A mumbor of cconomic éd social preesurcs will reinforce growth in energy
consumption towards the evels forccast for 1986/87 by the Department of
National Dovelopmcnt. ™o first and most important one is related to the
cconomic and political sarsteme The growth cthic is a very important part of
the socialisation of tho najority of the fustralian population. There arc
several other growth rclased issucs which helip to incrcasc consumption, for
cxample, large scalc cnorzy projects taks betweon 10 and 15 yoars to complctce
If zrewth in consumptior'alls bilow th. Torccast projectiors, the costs of ;
thesc prejccts must stil? bo mot’eithéz-by cncouraging demaird or by increasing '
tariffs paid by thce consucr, which cou.c further reduce deaande. }

The institutionalisatis of consumpticon is anothor inportant constrainte
The Victorian Gas and Fuc Corporation = gas supply contracts illustrato
this point welle. The Comoration has = contract with ESSO-ZHP, its gas
supplicer, to consumc 2.0 rillion cubic foct by 1997 (R. Mursray. "Fuols Rush
In" -0il and Gas in aAustrara- Sun Book<. Ifolbeurnc 1972 It includes a
penalty clause hich incrcecd the price f consumption 7:is below a cortain
l1x70]l after the first thre yoars of th: contract, and ancticr clausc which
i;croasog the pricc te 2 mnimum s conzumption rosc. In turn the CGas and

3

|
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Fucl Corporation has writtcn contracts with penalty clauscs in them for
minimum annual supply to all large industrial consumcrs. The Conscrvation
Council of Victoria has cvidence that illustratcs the problems this kind of
contract may causc. In onc casc a small industriak consumcr misscd his
minimum annual supply rcquircment by $90 and he received a ncew account for
an additional $3800. This type of clausc, which is quitc common in the
commcrcial worldy is a strong cconomic dusincentive to conscrvatione

The high level cconomic commitment to the car industry and the car bascd
transport system is a further strong disincentive towards a conscrvation
cthice. This can be illustratcd by thc development of the national and inter-—
national tourist industry which is depondent on checap, rcadily available
liquid fucl. This typc of policy neglcects the flow-on effccts. For cxample,
the introduction of chcap air farcs have been introduced on the basis of
passing on thce savings obtainced by filling the aircraft to capacity and gain-
ing a much higher cnergy cfficicncy per passcnger kilomectcer. Unfortunatcely
this stratcgy has overstimulatcd consumption and incrcased the overall demand
for cnergy by incrcasing the number of flights. This in turn, will affect
the nation's ability to import oil after 1986/870 This will affcect the car

t industry and tho stcel industry, whick will affect the coal industry. This
rclatively complex sct of rclationships has - major cmployment conscquences
and when this factor is couplcd with productivity gains and tcchnological

‘:hango, the prospects for an cquitable socicty look cxtremely grime

This very bricf analysis of cncrgy availability indicatcs that the
Fecderal Government'is pricing policy is going to initially affcct the low
incomc family who dcpend on carsy in the transport deficicnt suburbs,; whose
futurc prospects for cmployment in sccondary industry look to be particularly
poor duc to sccondary industry depcndence on the manufacturc of carse
Considcration must bc given to a mix of resource conscrvation measurcs and
substitution of rcenewablc cnergy sourccss combinced with development of
supportive social strxficturcs which will allow the transition to a low cncrgy
cconomy with minimum social dislocations

FEEBEELEHTBLELETEBLBOUELEREILTRLEREHLEE

ITEM 2 ¢ "PROMISING? REPORTS AND THE STATE ELECTIONS -
' A PHITOSOPHIC NOTEL

. Allrightd TLet us not argue ~ioliesr cmorl "0 Libokal Hamcr is a good guy
or a devious onecy a more democratic guy than Bjclke Pctersen, Court or
Frascer; or only morc declicatc in his usc of forcc or threats (building F19
with police and Newport Power Station with cmorgency logislation)g a well-
intentioned forward plamncr (Statc Co-ordination Council, or "Badac" reports)
or a tinsel window drcsscer (lifc-be-in-it or carly childhood development
projccts) with shoddy in thc shop. ‘

In July 1969, !'Irrcgular' (thc prcvious namc of "Ecoso Exchange") gave
Hamer the bencfit of the doubt when he cxpresscd noble intentionse.

Ten years further on it is crystal clcar that whatcver the truth is
concerning personal rightcousnoss or othcrwise, Hamer has not "made it
happon". And he will not and cannot "makc it happen'" in any other way than
encouraging large corporations to make large profitable investments in high
technology, low labor-intcnsive projects (AMluminium plant, oil~from-coal,
woodichippings freceway extcensions, Newport, World Trade Centre and all).

Ho. cannot cven make the M.C.C. Plan, originally his baby, "stick" against
the opposition of a handful of big spcculative developerses

This is beccausc he belicves in conscnsus governmont and becausc his
government is stacked with Ministers who think the samc way as the big-
monicd corporations, as do many of thc "tall poppics' in the public service
burcacracy. So — '"conscnsus' in practicc, always mcans a win for the biggest
corporatc spenders and e loss for planning.

Our philosophic note ? If onc combincs such conditions with pro-clection
jitters, onc is bound %o oxpcet roports with rosy high-flying promisc that
camouflage actual plans that arc pegn Or cven contrary to the promisce

Examples ? Takc thce Transport Report ("Transport Plan 1978 for Victoria
-draft for community discussion, Dcccmber 1978"). thc BEncrgy Report ("Energy
Policy for Victoria March 1979") and the IMMBW on mctropolitan rcgional
planning (”Tho Challenge of Chargce — a Revicew of Mcotropolitan Mcelbournc'!s
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Planning Options. Harch 1979”).

411 threc of thesc reports mention integration of onorgy/land—uso/public
transport planning, so it is - jistructive to congider thom as ono composgite
rcport dealing with thosc critical linkcd issucs of conserving Cnergy,
rovitalising public transport and raising tho quality of 1lifce

We arc trcated with highemindced conccerns:s  "conscervation of cncrgy has
cmergod as 2 criticnl issue" (Transport Vol.l pe 3)s "Savings in motor fucl
consumption can bc chicved by arranging urban activitics so that trip longths
arc rcduced” (p.9); "The policy of thc Government is to cncourage transport
dovelopments and uscs that contributc to conscrvation of cnergy sources"(p.10);
"offootive co-ordination of transport planning with other Govermment
activitics, part’-sularly landeusc planning" (p.40}; "multi-nodal transport
plarning" (p.40) and cven "co-ordinatc land-usc planning and transport
planning so that choicc of new arcas for developmont and design arrangoments
of particulaer uscs w/ithin thesc arcas arc such that the nced for transport
is minimigod and the -usc of public transport rclative to privatce transport

is cncouraged” (pe25).
Finc, finc, finci! Bravol

Contlnulng. In thce Encrgy Report, $he Lnorgy Action Plan includos: (
"oncourage the usc of public transport as an altcrnative to commuter cars
and develop planning policices to provide for additional urban densitics in
proximity to defincd public transport nodes" (pe7) "adopting thc conscrva tlon‘
of cnergy as a major critcria of futurc land-usc planning' (pedd).

"FPuturc land-usc planning will, whcrever possible, be dirccted towards
initiatives that will assist in firstly, thce cortainment and consolidation’
of urban dcvelopment, and sccondly in devcloping urban units of a sizc and
scalc that can bc salf-containcd so as to minimisc the demand for individual
transport trips associated with cmployment and other recgular activitics that
arc normally appliczble with urban communiticse Investigations have alrcady
commenced into the docvelopment of planmning control that will encourage the
development or rcdce7clopment of sclf-contained urban units around appropriato
public transport nodcs that can bc interrelated with other similar urban
units in an overall intcgrated public transport system"” (p.39)e

Well saidl Very well saiddl Thesce idcas could have been liftod ditectly
from tho pagcs of 'YiIcoso Exchange!" or "Scceds for Change'll

Continuing furthor stills "Thc Challinge of Chango! saysy '"The principal
challcnges which f .cc the inhabitants of the disperscd city arc the issucs of.
cnergy managementy capital shortage, structural unemployment and the. concern
for the cenvirommen. -—--- referrcd tc as the four'E's ~ cnorgy, officicency,
cmployment and onv: tonment o" (p.19) "Priority planning concerns" includc
"optimising the usc of oxisting public transport infrastructurc" (p.23),
"oncouragement of growth and diversity of cmployment opportunitics"———
"maintaining and cxtonding thce utility of cexisting major cconomic and

cultural ccentres!" —-—- "maximising accossibility betwcoon home and out-of-home
activitics". (p.24)

FPinally, in listing thc advantagcs of "containment'" the option which the
rcport favours says, "It is also likcly to rosult in lower total cncrgy being
used and also lower liquid fuel usazgc. Public transport systems arc likely
to bc better patroniscd e-e" (pe32) and this policy includcs "the cncourage-—
ment of specific ncdes as acgtivity cuntres" and "the location of aot1v1ty
contres with rospect to radial rail lincs." (p.34)

"Ecoso Exchange" can do nothing but applaud all these splendid ideas §

Now comes the acid testd We invite rcadors to investigate to what cxtont
these groat and roi.vant ideas find cxzprossion in the program of works in
any of the thrce rorortse

Horc arc our tips. The articlc by Julius Roc on the Transport Report
in the last issuc of "Ecoso Exchange' (F0.19) showed that a 10% incrcasc in
road cxpenditure n.ant private transport-cxpansion, but a 10% incrcase ' in
public transport c¢xzpcnditurc woull barcly cover replacoment and maintcnancoe
of rolling stock, "racks ¢tce so thorc rould be 1little or no cxpansion!
L1so ho noted that 1Cj% incroase for roals is 75% of the total but 10% increaso
for public transport is only 19p of thc totalel
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This is a most telling indictment becausc tho cnergy.conscrvation and

activity centres on the rail-lincs cannot happen with finc phrascs, but only

if there arc rcal plans (including financc) to onable public transport,

including fecder buses, to operate and local activity ccntres to grow.

Public transport caters currcntly for only a small proportion of total travel

around Mclbournc. 4s the "Challenge for Change" warns "oven a substantial

swing to public transport will, in itsclf, only bring small savimgs in

liquid fucl usage." (p.20)

Rightl So why the prectcnce that the proposcd Government prejects arc
going to do morc than marginally boost public transport patronagc with a fow
new carriages? Why docs "The Challenge for Change!" only show three "alter-
native growth patterns", none: of which proposc containment by way of local
growth centres on the radial lines, despitc all the above-mentioncd quotations?

If. there is to bo'any "fresh approach" it will have to "make it happen"
alongway decper than mere window-drossing !

o0o o000 o000 o0o o000 oQo

:\ ITEM 3 5 WE SEuK AN AMALGAMATED PUBLICATION

"Reoso Bxchange" is scceking to amalgamatq its publication cfforts
with several other cxisting (or projected) publications which do (or would)
overlap the gencral arca in which "IBcoso Exchange" is intorcstode

Such a movec could improve tho quality of the prescntation, give grcater
diversity of content and attitudcs, and widen the rcadership of all groups
participating.

Readers of "Ecoso Exchange' will know that this publication is bascd on
the four "Ecoso Guidlincs™ (copy of the Guidlines encloscd to romind roaders)e
During thc past few ycars, a number of other groups with kindrcd or compli- + =
mentary intcrcsts have come into cexistence and it is with such now types of
organisations that "Ecoso IZxchange'" will be discussing some form of working
together on a publications

Pottéd ﬁistory of Tcoso

In Junc 1967 a publication "Irrcgular'" was produccd to cxchangce information
Qﬁon urban planning matters amongst a small group of radicals who werce a mixed
- bunch of profcssionals, municipal councillors, social planncrs and looal
”*)political activists.
e

The monthly mcctings of the Town Planning Rescarch Group (TuReGu), as
the group producing the publication callod themsclves, grew in numberse
"Irrcgular" from thc outsct dealt with currcnt liclbournc planning issucs as
wcll as progressive planning idecas from anywherc. Its rcadership gradually
increascd to scveral hundred and although most subscribers lived in Mclbournc
a numbcer of subscriptions camc from othor capital citicse.

In November 1972, a mccting of TRG adopted the four Ecoso Guidlinces and
changed the namo of thce publication from “"Irrcgular" to "Ecoso Exchange's
(Ecotfor ccological and 'So!' for sociological, and 'Exchangc'! becausc the
publication now aimcd to bc non—authoritarian and non—manipulativo). The
change in namc marked the group's rcsolve that in futurc much morc attention
would be dircctcd to the twin probloems of the ccological crisis and the
social crisgis,

The change in name coincided with growing moveoments with similar objoeot—
ives and strong links began to bc made with a mumbcr of similar orgenisationse
Consideration was given to pooling rcsources with some of the other groups,
but at this stage it was,decided that "Ecoso Exchange" should kcep its owm
identity but should cncourage other publications to republish material
printed in ite :

Thus the main offcct of "Heoso Bxchange" (like "Irrogular" beforc it) was
a spin-off offcct. It alcrted its coaders to major currcnt controversics
and raised undcrstanding and thus hclpcd to indicatce the scope of possible
activity, by helping with analysis and suggcsting better alternativese Its
members and rcaders, in their own ficlds and in their own style ontered the
joustings in many contcsts on such issucs as urban rcnowal, the transport-
ation plan, Mclbournc's Regional Plan, tho Reports from Habitat, Thc Mclb-

ournc City Councilts Stratcgy Plan and a wholc range of social nccdse
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Just boforc "Irrcgular" changed its name to "Ecoso Exchange'; the Royal
iustralian Institutce of Architects (Vic. Chapter) salceted this innovative
publication as an cxamplc of "an outstanding contribution to the literaturc
of Tovm Planning" and awarded "Irrcgular' onc of the Robin Boyd Environ-
mental Awards. This uncxpocted rccognition helped to give tho "Bcoso
Sxchange" group confidence to sock support from other radical groups for
some typce of gathering on gecological problcmse.

On the initiative of some of the "Ecoso Exchange" rcaders in soveral
capital citics, sponsors for tho Radical Ecology Conference (Rsi.C.) were
sought. "Bcoso Exchange'" also helpced to cstablish R.E.C, Committecs in
a number of capital citics and cventually the R.E.C. was held in Mclbourne
in March 1975 with about five hundred participantse

In the latter half of the 1970s a significant development has taken placo
in the eoological/sociological spherce This period has bgeen marked by the
cmorgence of groups such as the Conscrvation of Urban Incergy Group (C U.A.),
of tho Conservation Council of Victoria, which published thae book "Sccds for
Change'", the cemergence of an cnergy group within the Fricends of the Darth
(F50.3.) and the coalition of a number of groups that is now known as
Invironmentalists for Full Zmployment (E.FsF.Z.)s This group is sponsorcd
by the lustralian Conscrvation Foundatiaony Fricends of the Farth and a "
nurber of unions. Therce has a2lso been the cstablishment of tho Environment
Action Centre which has mainly come into existence through the cnthusiasm
of somc young cnvironmentalistse

During this period, somc of the main contributors to "Ecoso Bxchange"
have been preparirig papers for various sceminars, or helping with publlcatlons
ranging from books (such as "Seads for Change") to news bullctinsge

On most occasions those offorts have been in association with members
of ethcer groupse Some of the material has becn published in “Ecoso Exchango"
and somc "Bcoso Bxchange' matorial has beon used as scminar paperss But,
on the wholcy, valuable informations ncw rcscarch, significant writings and
cven events of common interest often circulate unovonly, ory worsc stilly
lack publication altogcthere

It is probably now timc to consider how to c¢stablish morc cffective links
7ith some of the groups that appcar to be on the same 'wave length!'! as

"Ecoso Ixchangc'"e It may be quitc possible to amalgamate with a numbor of .
groups to produce a publication, and at thc samc timc allow cach group to
maintain its own autonomy and mombershipe. . . &

If any rcadcr has idcas on this proposition pliasc writce to '"Ecoso
Bxchanga"y, Box 87, Carlton South 3053,

Whatcver the outcome of discussions about the futurc of "Ecoso Exchange"
onc thing is certain in the fluxe. Therc is a definitc nccd for some typo
of publication such as "Ecoso Exchangc'". The responscs from rcaders have
shovm that "Ecoso Exchange" has had a part to play; what now has to be
considered, is how to updatc that part to mcct the problems of the 1980s.
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