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' irwegular publication for members of the Town Planning
zge2rch Group (not for general publication or republication)

Thig Igsud;

Mea surement, of the "qQuaiity of Tife" in Urban Environment
{cont. )

item I Measuring Children's Play Needds.

Item 2, Measuring Residential Carparking Needs,

1tem 3, Measuring School ®portsground Needs.,

Ttom 4, Medsuring Vomestic Iay-out & Furniture Needs,
Item &, Should the Factory be & Community Cemtre ?
ftem &, Should the Church be a Community Centre ?

(Note: Most of these iteme hoave a bearing on the November

discussion of the T.R.G which is the third continuation
of the popular subject: "What standards would raige the
quality of local community life 2%)

1. Measuring Children’s Play Needs

(Reviewed by Gamma )
1/15/8
A enild: "I like to play run-out but azound flate where 1 live
there is nowhere to hide?, -
A parent: "Both sides of the street are lined with parked cars,
they get playing hide-and-seeck and get excited and
the next thing they dash onto the road"

A ohild: "I think it should be allowed foxr children to shout®
A parent: "My children were playing rounders and 8 woman came
. opt~-~mshe's got no ghildren-~~and s2id:'you-ve got

the perk to play in'-.-" - -

Thege are random quoites from "Children®s Play on
Housing Estates", This gtudy was published by the
British Ministry of Technology as one of the Hational
Building Studies Research Papers, It ig baged on
systematic observations on I2 housing estates (3 in
provicial cities and 9 in Tondon),and,in addition,

a number of parents and children were interviewed by
the investigators,And some of the primaryg school
children wrote essays about their playground
experiences and preferences, '

This atudy had numerous tables to show the relative
popularity of various pieces of playground equipment
(it would appear that swings are the most freqiently

(%%

used Bgikmmsxi egquipment in most playgrounds) It provides

an analysis of the choice of activities by individual

children,the duration of their activity,and comparisons
of activities of children cf different ages and sexes,

The use of charts and graphs simplifies the findings.

2/16/8 ARthough there are no definite recommendations in the
report some implications are of particular significance,
Here are & few quotes:~

wp trained lender makes it possible to offer other play

materials, such as building blocksaeasﬁgsgpuppeta snd so on"

"Until children are about I0 years of age,most parents are

reluctant to allow them to ranga very far from home
without an escort"
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“rlaygrounds should be well within the estate highly
visible,and at 2 point where pedestrian rouies converge"

‘Flaygrounds need & caretaker who gas sufficient time and
+8 convinced c¢f the importance of the services provided"

(This was steted in reletion to the importence of gand pits

and paddling poolsg,both of which need to be kept clean)
and then this comment was added:

"Wurther if W,C,s with adequate oversight by 2 caretaker

ware gvailanle clo®s to 2 playground some of the objeotions

to sond pits and to small enclosures Zikm such ag Wendy
douses,would be overcome,"

"The most striking feature elicited by observation was the
amount of tinactive' play, This implies the prowvision of
much more ss2ting on the playground,not of the park bench
type,but in 2 form which would enzble a group of children
to cluster together" '

"It ig difficult to translate 2 sense of mystery into three
dimensions,but changes o7 level,visual barriere,screening
part of the playground from the remddnmder might help in
this respect®,

(There ars 6 criteria zbove I,Trained leader 2, Central

ek position, 3, Caretaker 4.W,0 to enable wider range
play =atplaces,5,Placea for "inactive" play 6. "Sense of
mgstery® design, Readers are invited to write in sitating

how many playgrounds of their experience measure up to the

standards on how many points---and of course,any other
comment you choose.)

(To strike a local note on another related subject: picnic
playgrounds, Beside the VYarra Boulevard at Ivanhoe there
is a little-known riverside pasrk,Wikson Regserve.Recently,
at this delightiul natural bush picnic spot,Ellis Stone
designed a childrens playground which could inspire 2 new
er2 in landscaping for such facilities., One summer
evening,in the not too distant future,pack your teak in

2. basket the youngasters in the car,drive fto Wilson Reserve,

and see if it appeals to (a) the youngsters (b) only the
adulis 4 or (c) both youngsters and adults, )

3/16/8 2, Mesguring Residential Cer-Parking Needs

"Cers in Housing® has bean produced by tha Ministry of
Housing and Iocal Government in Britaim and it deale in
considerable technical detail with questions of parking
and garaging of cars in residential areas,particularly
in high densirty areas,

ngamma" who draws the readers® attention to this book
finds it too technical to réview,

VWanted by "Irregular®:-~

(a) A technically knowledgeable perscn to review this
bdok
(o) The samé persen to give opinions on two ideas:-

(i) In Housing Commission estates,or big OYO estates
what would be the sconomic and tednical feasibil-

&

ity of a complets underground storsy covering the

entire area,and turfed and lanscaped on top ?
Advantages: ~

I. All cars could bhe undergrounded,so that
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gomewndt legg totel open space need be provided
above-ground, e lping tousvcds the oost of the
u»derﬁrnundingoa' 415 =are Gime rakinz o grest desl
gore space ayvailable 7 reondy

Sione
2, Som me nelsy,sven verg wotpy novhies and zotivitise
could be accomcdated,such as woskehops for the
hangyaan 3nd hobdyilsts, ciubeyoon fesllitias where
tesna;zera coull have ﬂﬂslw,ﬁunmq fox Phgi”ﬁ o
nugicizng,osr-rapair fagilil iaﬁ Tor amgfeur
m2.chanicg, hoat -huilders xkg Y runpas ceoms" Tor
childecen in we, wedtier eto,

(1i) Coomeat on the following (See Irregular 9/7/8)
ia relation to care-parkirg on peivate property in
denser aredg (8 quote ~rom “(rows-fechion® Feb'67 ».3)

9Paul Ritter®s nroposal regulatdns for bullading
in West Pexrth reabe an important sroacedent for
the Finlphlatl“u of Try=lawg 42 eshieve regults for
hich i% would be uacamocratls: o legizlate

"83&»7 ===t JOorce HATCINE CL gixgnt the
Jagulitlonﬁ rejuire & wmirirw dﬂdac aped axrse of
?C% @24 A mexinum sise cerer of 09 3o that care
re eliqher vnder the gayden or ad:iy h btmld*
2 & fully davilopad si*ﬁ The goet of
alas the provilion ¢ Ccar-pariiing & X3
goncmie fhcte s and thia ie 013- o ke
developzenh "ha il aveloging
Parking spfces 2 i€

i
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oL iTeq the ra"c .
per flat oxr I »si2 OO = va*e fechk of office upice
whichevser is tha greater,ac hai perking

schonss eontaining «0nalk uﬁ&ua,pw o sl 6 §
are 217 those of mmmyn sahensg Uoniainiug solely
ondm or the cther,©®

4/16/8 3. Measurim: 35hool GFITLRRIT
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mhin vg An Saprestive hendbook (salict with Soe fechnlical
Gapesta of 1&§iﬂg the piayaround,ths 1ize &ad ghapi, e
gonsiructior, the droinage,tha growng of durs  tie reins=
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“hig is a hechnioaT ook ¢a congcruacticn 2nd maind
but the signit'icance of ef ficisrt supsrrigion i
ermphagisad: »

e e paalimation Ghut the sifilient mslintaidnce and ¢
aga of ine playing 1ield sve ag 1.9 520 ne was initiel
gopgiructisn and a2nnet he schievasl wicthoul, $as help of
well-rreinad miverviging ground staflm
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(Wwe know sé@o|a in inncr Helbourne vwhere the courtg=--
no playing "fields™.are asphalt and on 2 slope,sven a
pPronout ed siope . .Which State schools to your T irpon rledge

have the greemwards and iurf wickets of Syotrh uollegaQ)
4. Measuring Domestic Tayoui and Furniturs Neaeds
P
{Reviﬁwed by ®Alphan)

5/16/8 "Houses and People®--- A Review of Usey Studies at the
Building Research Stat LOQQM-rlahry of Technology., HHEX
H,M.5.0 publication 16566 § 4-95 (Aust.price) by W.V.Hole
and J.J Attenburrow,

A research group was sab up in England after the lash

war with the intention of siudying aspects of human

requirements in dwellings in Wh,cﬂ the user himself has

the voice of amthority,that is to say.not those aspests
relating to health and sanitation, but the des;gn of vcoms

in relation to sach other and in relataon to the equipment

and furniture within them,

The group was Tirst within the Minisiry of Vorks,and later
as part of the Building Research SudulQJQMTPJS*"y of
Technology., The demend for gytaiatic stuiies of sBociali
needs in relgtion to design dad not utop ther o For some
yvears the Iondon Count” Couwncil anmd u:q:;iry off Housing
and Loecal Government havae @mploved gocizl sclientista,

¢ and desxls n gE=x
Da “tiﬁular

The survey is based on abohub 4000 familie
great detail with standards and trends cf I
L,9030h8,¢,8 family activities in the home;

kito hensvh:{xooms bativeooms wond F Gﬁmgthe ehoice o
furniture:hrez ﬁlﬁg‘91hwrrgm sockot oultlets aﬁé ownsrohip
of adpliancesg;design of family houses;trvend in desizn eto.

and

Heve one can learn much wii-grdindary and pusble information,
To take 2 sample:-

There is an analyazig of no leousg than 27 types or hovachold
3 ]

i33trical appliances ranging from an ixon (99% ownersihin)
ard T.%7 {83 } down Lo & o7 train {()/ 'f,"xi‘ 1“(103,_.’."" um ‘l\j/é)
in 1hf=~ vear QSP The ‘"*{:’ufr\.\j are I"J.,. ey bl‘ﬂké‘ﬂ AT Lo

the number of appliances uscd in edon 3ao¢ ot the house,
Thz survevy finds that "Alihcugh 3&”% of the equipment in
uss was in fact plazced near the sexisting outlet peasitions,
ﬁh?eamqua?ﬁar of the houssiolders hod lorgubhened Ilexes
reé in the room,

er Tloor caverings,

&

i m t

g0 that “1rey ceould use squirment ela: u
Thase fleise were often loansly laid w
frequant iy cro@ging civeulalicn paghn ;n 2 vagu~-~" a@tc,

They Zound 6 %o pow pointa per 3-~hadvoaos houss Lo e
typical, They found not oni, the quarnsisy dbui the

pogitioning of powesr-poinis ¢ bhe iuzpo. tant,

On *he beaig of zuen anairzig,ths Tullding Raeecnrih 8t
a2 213 DCJ.-lu W A R R AF-E4 - ] {7
Fesomuends 20 powar-plriilua anr. & e H"‘f‘“ o honge which

I
then suhssquaensly recommendld by ol the Minis By T
Hoasing and Local Jovornmant ,end they ‘12;':fnc theliz

in Sypieal arrgngonentn ol CoCrg,WinGlwe, o0m
e igy-ocut eic,

po3iticnin
and Toacuitur

Tt is the virtue of tie ersvcias thet Lt J0:3:z zod jak: a
static study. It is comscious of grzduelly incraagling
standzrds of smenities for aw-ianome houring,2nd, (53 4n

the recommenditicns for 20 powsr-neinty qoe2 1) seemed
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currently sufficient) cusis ite reccwmendations for the
tuture,

"The main benefit to be arrived from an understanding of
user needs;is in i1ts application to the fuiure housing
programme " (p.54),

Changes in the family are dealt with, Marriage at an
increasingly early age means that the change from a two-
generation to 2 single~genevation household occurs when
the parents are only in early middle-age,

(Our conclugion from this: there should be increasing
encouragement for each couple to have,in their lifetine,

3 homes, High~density when childless,low=density~--=-if they
cnooa§-~~for the family high-density ag2in when their childven
MRArry

Although the modern family may be more democratic,the
question is raised,in view of the T.V or when visitors
come "Has the growing meEfx recognition of the mop=gs
development needs of children (in contrast to the earlier
view that they should be seen and not heard) led t0o an
increased fragmentation of activities within the family--2"
"~-=the type of relationships between family members and the
amount of interaction that is desired,clearly affect
requirements for privacy,both spatial and visual, and
whether some barrier to the transmission of noise is alsec
implied " (p55. )

Studying changing leisure activites,the survey concludes:
"Demand for more space in the home might well take the form
of an area gsuited to varioue craft acgtiviiies,together with
suitable storage space for equipment® (p,6I1)

(One comment: Urgently required for "Irregular" is a review
of beok "Privacy and Comminity" by Chermayeff and
Alexender wixexlr which hag most radical design proposals
incorpgrating sclutions to the probkems here raised,

(A further comment: There is & trend in America for
raffluent” working people to have bigger and bigger
houses, The same trend "o keep up with the Joneses"
seems to be starting in Australia, Making due allowance
for privacy,storage and "rumpus rooms",is 1t not impoertant
to have on optimum size for each purpose,design being
concentrated on saving as much space as pogsible ? Exceas
gpece not only means waste of money on shelter,and more
housework,when applied to high-density areas,it lowers
the densi%ycIncidentally:what price Canberra's "House of
the Year" built for Prof Birch from University funds,the
same year as student fees are raised-~-55 squares ! Yes,
5 § The judges should be ashamed of themselves ! It cost
0,000 dollars '1ts own swimming pool,of course §{ Not a
community one.,Actually would make a cosy little student
hostel No wonder students get to wanting student power!)
“Hewsld" g-0-63
The above feur books mentioned are all Hig Najesties
Stationary Office publications, Have we in Australia come
parable researches proceeding ?

6/16/8 5, Should the Factory Be a Community Centre ?

In Australia there are hundreds of factory and office
gocial clubs which organise children’s Christmas parties
and other social actiwvities, '

To the extent that such gotherings are controlled by the
employees,they tend to have continuous existence. On the
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other hand,social 1ife around the factories are often
gsponsored by the employers,and though they mey flourish
for a ghort time,they have no solid basis for existence,

For example,in the I9308s hundreds of unskilled workers
were organised into basksi ball teams by the union move-
ment ,especially the girls in the clothing and textile
industries.In the late 40's and early 50°'s many of these
teams were recruited directly through the personnel officer
at the factory,and thus instead of consolidating the union
activity of the young people,spori was used to build
loyalists to the firm., The network of basket b2ll Heams
basged on factories,hardly now exists.

In some countries particularly the socialist countrieg,the
factory is very much & gocial centre. In I966,the writer
visited the Soviet Union, &t the Moscow tram depot the
writer saw a large recreation hall and theatre, Young people
were rehearsing a dance on the stage, In one cornexy of the
hall was & gpecial area for the displaying of handwork which
had been done by the children of the factory workers while
they were holidaying 2% 2 children's camp, This camp was
owned and controlled by the Factory Trade Union Committee,
Similarly at a chocolate factory in Estonia,and & watch fact-
ory in Armenia there were various facilities to enable the
factory workers to enjoy recreation,education and culture

on tihe factory premisee, At each factory we visited we were
told of the number of sports teams organised through the
factory,and often other circles were described to us, For
example,at the Moscow Tram Depot there is a Friendship with
Australia circle, In their library they have books by
Australian authore (im Russisn) and in their "circle" meet-
ings they gather information on Australia and discess oums
counury.In a Leningrad pre-fabricated Wwilding factory there =
was & campaign in progress for every factory worker to be
"well educated",and only 2 small proportion were not studying,

The compact nature of REuropean cities makes i{ more resson-
able for the factory or office to merve ag 8 gocial centre,
Our suburben sprawl is not s0 conducive to such a development

Howaver,at some factories,for example Erricsone in Broadmead-
ows,the management has established & day nursery for the
children of mothers who work a¢{ the factery., In Vicdtoria, the
Union of Australian Women has called on the Government %o
subsidaése municipal day nurseriesg,and the resolution goes

on: "We also agk the Tradeés Hall Council {o examine the.
posgibility of including the establishment of day nurseries
in factories employing large numbers of mazkaws women &g
trade union policy"

It is quite possible fherefor that in some areas and in

some industries the factoriea could become one form of lively
social life,and the more likely this would be the more
firmly such activities enjoyed union sponsorship,

6.z should the Church be 2 Community Centre ?

For hundreds of years the Church has been one of the import-
ant social centres, Two new features favouring & richer
gocial life are combining of different denominations and
re-designing Church properties so that less space is used for
formel worship,allowing & greater ared for social gatherings
The Church of England owns I45 acres in Glebe,Waverlyand
Rendwick NSW and will redevelop to the tune of $I00 m, Will
the Church,thus become & town-crétor plan for the social
needs of the peopld in thig project ?

(More wanted, please on this subject .Any volunteers?)



