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b irresguisr publication for members of the Townp lanning Resecrch
frcup (not for general pubiicition or republication).

This issue:
I, Trivute 10 Walter Gropius.
2 Unpolished gem from altr,

3., 047 notes on Lrausport and redevelo ment .

(Lote to meeting ottenders: Item 3 includes "Guide to topics _
on traaapgort" in previous "Irregular'---to help August diccucsion)
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1/24/9 . Tribute tc Woiter Gropius,

RRees

walter “ropius is dead ! jong live his revolutionaly spirit
in the minds of men ? "Yrregular" zdds its tribute o those of
the deily press columnists, Yesiiiey called him a revoelutionary
~«@ they were rigat,

"rthe Quiet Revolubionsry® reporied "The Age” (7/7/t69) from
its Boston corrempondent. Gropius "quietly led 2 vevoluticn in
desizn which profoundly inilluenced the worid of the 20th. cent-
ury moém=---anxioug to brifige the zull between zrt ang induetry he
founded the Rauhaus in I¢ 10---without its inlluence sveryday
items zuch ag spoony,wallp:.ee,and furniture,net to menticn
buildings would be olut tored with what sup.orters of tire Zauhaup
movensit would 22ll 'stylistic irrelevancef=---F

"Dy Grosice: a humble rereln is the sapllon given Ty Tan
soffit in the "Austuzlion® (8/7/:09) aptly w.linled "The man who
livez in every citwr, "Teamyurk' Hof{it points ol wil i paranount
with Gropius~~he humnliy submnerged his idanbiiy for the greater
good waile yrigat s:d Corbus.er stood more proudly in the spot-
1ishfe--~=-t. e cledvoc through the era of traditionalism witn
sxeiting now concepts vor his stucents, including the psycholog-
izal effects of desigu,colox,testure,rylias, zight and shiade-----:
The world has lost & great revoiutiorary."

"Gropius, says graham ‘Taitford,Director RAIA Housing Service
(Age 21/7/t6¢ ) went further than Wright ov Le Corbusier. "ie saw
that the key to r.iorm lay in education®----"Gropius realiged
that wesigners would need to econguer these new® {masa production)
techniques. “he artist or 2rchitec? shiculd alss be a era:temyen
withh experience of working in various materials~-=--architscture
ahouid result from & coldect:w:z effort where each wmenber o’ the
design teaw consributed hie specialised knowledge"”

Yes,yea., All very true,

zi'f24/9

Correct as these okituaries are,sc far as they go,d0 not they
sips the revolutionary sszence of Gropius ? Could Gropius have
grsppled so determinedly witlh Ghe problem of combining the art
anc erafts of tradition with. the new world oif mocdern mass product-
ion using new materials,and could ase have shown guch ingipght into
th: compelling necessiiy of team-work from a superficial position,
with s¢ many pressures in the opposite direction ? Suw iy no b

ile was a reveolutionary in 2 much more thoroughgeing way. lHis
Arroeratic-radical spirit sprang from 2 rezli concern for the
deep-zoing historic »rocesses 2nd she social chunges te which they
gove birth. His "sure-five" =2l for the modern needs of mon,art,
and‘mode;n”industry all in one are demcnatrated novhers nore clear-
1y_chgn in Yodern" tuildings ne was designing hali a century ago.
But his grip on {he pressnt was due to his ability 4o acralysc ihe
pagt in order to foreshadow the fuiure, He understood ths
?evelutoniaing role of changing modes ¢of production and fheir
o i e S s wags O revolutionory:inot just a rosical,
=200f of this By chaptc: wmd verse is not 2oprovriate here.but
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ve invite you to re-vread "Irvegular" No I7 (the special issue
last Xmas given over to Gropius),and judge for yoursel? '
whether Gropius was not a socialist without & political party.

Suffice here tc let Gropius himsélf to voice a line or
twoe-=-g few epitaphs maybe more profound than many a learned
npation bespoke by his admirers,

3/24/9 The following three quotations are all from "Scope of
Total Architecture” by wWalter Gropius, Allen & Unwin 1955

"Ag the family transfers numerous domestic chores to ths
machinery of socidfist production,woman’s sphere of domestic
activity shrinks and she looks beyond the foemily for an outlet
for her natural nesd for occupation:she enters the world of
besiness and indusiry. In turn,industry,rejuvenated on
nagically new foundations by the machine,shows woman the
impractical nature of her domestic hard labor.®

"Recognition of the shoricomings of the individual house-
hold swakens thoughts about new formg of centralised master
households which partislly relieve the individual woman of her
domestic tasks by mesfe of an improved centralised orgénisation
which is capable of performing them better and more economiocally
thon she con perform them herself, even when she spplies tll her

’ efforts® (P:109)

nphe special character of metropolitan housing developments
for settling large aumbers of working people around & concenfrate-
ed city core makes for shori travelling distances. The single
family house is contradictory to this basic trend of th? city:
L P.I2C )
The highe-rise apartment is a "biologically motivated type
of dwelling, a genuine wy~-product of our age " (p:323)

Conceding the popularity »f & one-family house in a garden,
Gropius explains it is & revoit against the early crowded tenemente
"However,the cause for the misery of these undignified dwellings
is not the dwelling form ¢of the multi-storey aparfiment house as
gsuch tut the short-sighted legislation which permitted the
congtruction of thisg class of low-cost dwelling to fall intoc the
hands of unscrupulous spgeulstors withpout adequate social safe-

' guards", (p.119)

"1t is true that the creative spark originates always with
the individuval but by working in close collaboration with othzrs
towards a common aim he will attain greater heights of achievement
through the stimulation and challenging critique of his {eam-mates,
than by living in an ivory tower" (p.90)

The "creative spark”™ of alter Gropius is ot ensinrined in
any ivory Lower %} It will still challenge generations of "team-
mates" who can only know him through his ideas,

2, Unpolished Gem from Afar
P%m N&o'ﬂ&r“
3/24/9. (4 :

" U.8.h is a mess. Its political system is so coniused that
it cannot handle its urban crisisg. The riols in povertiy areus are
partly related to the intbility t¢ implemenf policies-~of which
there have been countlessg high sounding specially named ®programs' "

4/24/9

",K ie significant in that in its NewTown Progrvams it has
such a breadth of experience of 2 wide variety of housing tynce---
which are being studied and examined and learnt Irowe--it inspires

me to forcefully advocate a definite »nercentzs: of our housing
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sudget JUST be towards esperiment: URCENT .

5/24/9

"1 question at this stauge "public housing" for Australiz
Lecause it o2reates thac low=income ghetto . We must examine
suhsidised rents--so that low-income familieg live alongside
middle~-income families in the same nousing, This may mean that
the Housing Commission st.ould construct houeing for middle income
groups ? Let to low incomes % I don't know. But we st overcome
this low-income ghetto siuff. "

%/24/9

"Social research,assessment,and study of overseas research
is al.. an urgent task, Britain and U.S have gone avayg from
suilding high-vrise for families., Why do we persist 2¢

3. 0dd Notes on Tramsport (. Redevelopment

1/24/¢
The Devil and fhe Deep Blue Sea

Those who back persoxnalities or organisations instead of
principles in relation to redevelopment are likely to find
themselves in a few months between the devil and the cea,

There is strong and growing (emen "faghionzble")
oppogition to Minister of Housing Mr Meagher 2nd his
propoaition that the Housing Cocnmission should be the liedeve
eloument Authority (See "Irregular" No.23,2/22/9}. But those
who fall for backing Minister or Iocal Government lir Homer
and the LYW rather than laying stress on the correct
prihciples of redeveloyument (See “Irregulard 4/23/9 =7/23/9)
ma;- have seconfi thoughis yet to think. -

Lfter the last "Irregulac" went to prose, Lionel Dunk in
The Age (5/7/:6%) carvied a special ariviciz on Lhe alleged
rivalry between YMeagher and Hamer to step into {ae 3hoez
either of Bolte or Rylah,both oi whem are ru ured to Te near
{0 re.ivament . Hence %he special piguancy of “Carlton”,

in the cours ¢f{ the article,ilr Dunk obecrves: "I Meagher
and Mr Hamer have already locked horns over planning l.osues:
as Minister for Transport lir Meagher Tougnt for priority over
I'r Hamer's roads programme " (See "Irregular" ¥o 21:7,/21/9-
5/21/9 for thia)., "Mr Hamer won tiat round."

In other words,Hamer appears to be associated not only
with o fre.way system but 2 radial freeway system. It wis he
who recently and prematurely 2unounced the Lastern {Doncaster)
freevay,befure publication {let alome public discussion) of
tne "etropolitan Transportation Committee's repori.

"hen that report does coxre out allk the signe re that
it will advogate & radal freeway system. 1% might call it
a cartwheel system or some other euphemistic term to cover up

the fact that it will aleo be radial, (Of necegsiiy,there will

have to be circumferential freeways commecting thes outer
centres of the varicus spinal urban corridors planned by the
Government., But cartwheel or no,the radial spckes are already
taking shape: Tullomcrine Doncater,South-Eastern,Kinsway,
Yarra~Crossing.

We have been warned that the planned reservations fer
thege freeways and clsarways will cut great "swathes" through
the inner areas,

Hamer's reputed championship for roads ralher than rcil
is likely to spell more destruction to the inner =reas than-
the Housing Commission and Jennings combined,

Te would like to be proved wrong,but today's battle
against Housing Commiesion insensitivity,which hat to be
joined right now,could tommomwow be a battle against the
ruthlessiess and insatiability of freevays,cloverleafs,car-
parks.
DPreservationists,like the Naticnal Trust,which receﬁﬁly

7



f = 24/9

progressed from thé concept of preserving individual
buildings to the concept of preserving environmental areuas
(See their imported U,S film "How '7ill Je Xnow It Is Us ?2")

To achieve their aim they will next hove to tackle transport.

*s this then what is nfaeded'P A ¢rosz befween ‘leagher’s
{er twh;le) anti-radicl=freeway ro=-public~tr ngqort polic
and namert s aAnkEE anti- bailduz4ng Pro=gregervalion=in=-;gartg
policy ? This oross~-policy would then rejsct not onlyr
Housing Commission bulldozing~-acatteration-of=-communit;
concepts,along with any BV ruthless and self-dzfeating
so-cclled Balanced-transport radiazl freeways,but zlso
policies that happen to suit either Jennings or FH-Ford.
Cars are wonderful, 17ass mfdern building projects are
wonderful. That is:once they are confined to their cerrect
role by plans that advance humans to the forefvont.

(Anybody disagreeing 9 Please »en a line or two,then 1)

8/34/9 Yet Another "Plan" for Melbourne %

Tne Urban Reseairch Unit of the AFK.U is &9 q'pgly two
senior research workers in a 3J=ysar 8I00,000 grant i
analyse Melbourne's development.

"The unitls senior Je.low (nyG.EaNeutac} gaid last

night the findings nigit stow how Goveriui- it d:v.sions ciifect-

ing urban development could be redirected to give better
service to the long-term intcrests of the comrmuity®iAge,
13/7/16%).

Is it too late to hiope these'long-term interesis®
might change something really fundamental such as the
dierection of the Gorton=Bolte acdicts that Victoria's xmaug
extra road money is to be used for radial freeways ? ¥f the
survey is going to confine :tselil too clogel; €0 "gueoging
environmental features,services a d spects o convonience
hougeholders considsr tc be most sig ::icﬂ"t" it might not
et much beyond "The Trend®,

Inciientaliy how about the Government spending a few
»100,000 =ls0 on some top-rate experimental housing ? No
housgsholder can possibly "consider significant" something
he can never have expevienced ! (Over to you,Ro7zz )

9/24/9 "Gluster=City" Supggested.for Future felbcurne

The Victorian ALP according to their publigaticn "Fact®
(18/4/:69) will maks submissions to the special enquiry
into local governement set up by the Government examining
advisability to amaligamatu the MCC and other iniier suburban
Councile, .

"More than 2 year agoe”,saya "Fac¢", "The Victorian
Execubive of the ALP made c¢lear ats support of the concept
of an enquiry into Local Government amalgamations, At the
time it tended to favor a prcposal that the City of
Melbourne should be amtlgamated with the cdties of Fitzroy,
Ccllingwood Richmond,Port HelbourﬂeDSouth ;lelbourne,Prahan
and St.Xilda, lieanwnile, seniiment in favor of a move
extensive amdlgamction of this type appears to khave become
stronger. The vasic reason for the Labor FParty’s view is
the need for streamlining of Local Government procedures
and redevelopment of the inner areag,~=-" :

"Pact” then goes ou to quote (apyarently Tfavoursbly)
a specck by I'r J.A Headley of the RMIT addressing the I2th.
Congress of the Institution of Surveyors,

Mr Hoadley favors limiting the central business
district by creating new "nodes" or "focal poiuntg" in the
suburbs which would be "self-contained communities”,

"Such a polycentric ¢ity would require efficient ftrans.ort
links" ,but he proaeeﬂs to deal with frmeways only,not rail.

Agcordlng to Ir Hoadley,Perth by 2000 will x& hove
developed Fremantle into a centre only slightly smallexr
then Perobgand will haye laid the basis for four wore
"nodes" .
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All of this is interesting and some certainly valid, C?
But it does seem as though the “"Fact" reporter could have
two Lynes of organisation of o different order mixed up in
his mind,just as [ir Hoadley has gostuiated as mutually
exclusive aliernatives that are not necessarily so.

,ir Hoadley first: the deliberate creatlon of gtrong
"district centresg" or "nodes" on a "“olycentrcd city basis,
does mean that the non-policy of scattering major focil ¢t185
hep-hazerdly throughout the suburbs (made poscsitle by the
car and truck) has to be avoided by grou.ing them into
focal or nodal district centres, Dut this does not necessarily
mean and should not mean any deliberate restriction cn the
rrowth of the C,B,D still less that the new centres have to
be based on freewayssas distinct from rail.ays.

Secondly,"Fact" reporter: local Councils arcund each
nodal, focal,district centre (irres,ective of whether there
was & _olicy of restriction of the G.B.D or not) do not
necescgarily have to be amalgamated to make sach district
centres function orxr function well."elbourne's ¢.,B.D isg,of
course,the nrime example of this:it has existed for years
as a centre with 40 odd Councils clustered around it:only &
few of them have been amalgamated into what is now the ...C.C

"Cluster-city" is the heiding Lo the article., It is a term
which the reporter may not have used, for he certainly does
not mention it again,iet aloneg cefine it in the arficle. 1t is
impossgible to guess whether it refers to .'r Hoadley's
"polycentiered city”.,or to Council mergers,or in & muddle-
headed vay to both.

Repgarding mergers:efficiency is not eventhing even ifx
it was guoranteed by size, Roads and rubvish as well as witer
and sewerage could well e on an alle-. . elbourne basis, But
wholesale mergers ou too wide 2 scale would,it seems to the m
writer,leave the local citizen relztively voiceless in r&#lati
ion t@g the intimaodle local needs where he most needs o ®
democratic voice and 2 handy local repressé.hdiqeo Abolish
them,and the need would surely soon re~aupear for some other
alternative exXpression of localised social facilities and
services which vary so much from place to ,lace.

10/24/9 Guide to "Irregular” Topics on Transport .

(For reference convenience for TRG discussion on transport)

"Irregular" No,IS  farch 196¢
Transport=-=A Partisan View Partlii)

I. Transport only one facet of Planning Purpose
“letro . Trancportation Cttee: hat principles?-~high density,
siting,corridors (1/9) Social effect of contrary solicy
(a/lQ)freeuays or railwvays a social question (3/9)

2. A Summary of voaaulfant's Report
Facts (4/19) Travel characteristics (5/19) Tilbur Smith's
methéds and Conoluamns (6/19=8/19] *

3.50ftening-Up for Freeways Commenced
Wilcox's kiteflying {9/19) RACV Survey (IO, "';ﬁ) Tram &
train fare increacses (I1/19) Umpteen press articles on
road reeds (I2/1¢) Loaded proysagindsa (13/19).

4, Critiques of '"ilbur Smith
Troy & Russell (14/19-16/1G) Hist.ry obtrudes (17/I1G-
19/19) A few Corments (20,1Lua4/1<

"Irregular" No.20 April 1¢6C

1. Prof.Denis “inston on Freeuays (1/20)

2, The Cheapest Transport--Legpower (2/20)
liidden pedestrione and "chut-in" people (3/20) :“ini-
market (4/20) The match-box and the motor car (5/20)

(cont.next page)
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Transport=-i pPartisan View,rart (2)

3 experts write (6/20) 1s it true:the more pussen:ers,
the bigger the loss (/ilson)? (7/20) Alphz'c conclucions
(

Qq
o i

8/20) public service (9/20 )that the "cost" & “"benefit"
Kolsen ¢ Forsyth)? (I0/20) Community-user-preference
11/20) hich trends win (Richards)? (12/20)

"irregalar" No.21 May 1469

Xx

1. A Brilliant Speech by a linister of Transport (Meagher)
Has Government somersaulted ? (1/21) dilemma of iumobility
(2/21) hidden costs of freeways (3/21) fast comfortable
cheap rail (4/21) motoriste best interests (5/21)

2, Transgport=-A Portisan View (Part {(3))
Facts on railways (Richards)(6/21 )promoting off-peck
(7/21) feeder bus & taxi (8/21) major sporting events
(9/22) high density near stations [10/21) factories
connected to statioms (11/21)

3,Gorton & Bolte Give Freeways & “alkover (I12/21)

N.F,.Clark (13/21) Immediate policy (14/21).

nIrregular o .22 June 1969

2, Alternative Undergrounds~-1.D.Rich-rds Speaks
Doncaster-Riy=--ueens St underground (4/22) lMerits of 4
schemes (5/22) Advantages of ueens St underground (6/22)
(Also map of Richards scheme on p.o)

“{rregular" No.23 July I1¢69

Dispersal (5/23) Concentration {6/23) Hybrid & Synthesis
(7/23) Computer-fed "facts" cannot produce criteria(&/23)

"Irregular” No .24 August J96G (This issue)

R 3. 0dd Notes on Transport ¢ Redevelepment
The devil & the deep blue sea (7/24) Another "plan"?
(8/24) "Cluster-City" (9/24)

ill in Space

ool

Some scraps of Information to

%anRichardsgspecial Lecture in Transport "Desirable rublic
ransport GriteriasPlanned System for Future lMelbourne

(obtainable Transport Section,Bept of Ci¥il wngineering,
University of :elbourne) has plenty of important ideas vother
than the brilliant ideas in the underground and flexible
re-routing scheme balzncing east-west trains infto Flinders 8T
("Irregular® No 22),It has valuable comparative tables,

A table of recommended off-peak maximum rail ssrvice headways.
A table of pructical lane capacities fro trancit vehicle types
(e,gbne ropid transit train can shift in one hour 40,000
patsengers whnich would reguire 32,000 cares in ZI.3 one-way
traffic lanes to equal).Rndical ideas of single-vehicle”traing?
that could be strung together at peak,automatic controls, idcas
on trams buses,pricing policy etc---wellworth obtsining to read.

————

Joint Select Committee on Drainage~=8ixth Progress Report
Vic Government Printer Ref. No 7=~10917/68 price 35 cents.
Don't be put off by the "dry" title---this report is actually
whodly on water pollution. Seems to contain very »uverful

conclusions, 7ants proper standards to measure .ollutic
o ( : J . Lo ] 4 -Ll.)l’.‘.q
Wants a Water Pollution Control AuthorityqdealsAwith

pesticides,trade wastes 2nd a lot more.Only action needed.
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