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University in the West

' John Mclaren
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While TIan Bakér identifies the problems of higher education in
; , ,

Melbourne’s we%t, a his proposals for .a nhew }university of
4 ' |

technology +a11|+ar“short of solving them. WDPS?, they cantinue
l i \

the idé; whichihas?dogged the west since the beg%nnings of state

education, th%£?f%r some reasan the workers do not need the same
bl

breadth and dea%%lﬁf.education aslother people, ind can be faobbed

l':kind of narrowly specific _;nd instrumental

!

off with snm?

substitute, Far 'years, educational administrataors wused this

excuse to deny;Féotscray a high schoolj then'ﬂhey denied it a

fully autohomdus &technical college; now it is' being wused to
. _

justity a n&rnoﬂfgniversity of technolaogy instead of the kind of
N

{

fully fledged iﬁé%ifution which has been established in Sydney,

bl
Brisbane and even ‘Rerth.
. : i

The probl%m of the western suburbs is not a lack of skills

and abilities,ybr of institutians to develop them. Theproblem is

,.

4 : .
these institutiions lack the resources and opportunities to

develap fully ftheiﬁ existing potential.

Contrary to what lan Baker implies, the Western Institute
£ : .

"and  Footscray {Inétitute of Technology already_offer first-rate

3

education in Qn@ineering, humanities, . social and physical

sciences, compuxihg and some areas of business.

These ,inStitutions do . not need another institution,
university or otherwise, to complement their work. They do need

the opportunity; to utilise fully their skills and knowledge, and

il

their understahding of the culture and needs of the communities
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they serve. They need the opportunity to offer| their students

postgraduate education. - They need the oppbrtuhity, given to

. |
universities, to develap their o ses and the skills and

knowledge available to the community throughffboth pure and
. --M.

applied research conducted by their awn staff: with their own
T RN
facilities. R

1

The first and most urgently needed facility is an adequate

academic library able to support the existing institutions. The
/ 3

second is’ a computer network able to provide 'all staff and

v

students access to national and international systems. The third

is the complete upgrading of the specialist technology in

engineering and science faculties. The establishment of a new

university is likely only tao delay the provision of such
i e -
! !

urgently-needed facilities. They reqguire governTent maney, not
promises. _ !
The existiﬁg institutions, particularly in &ombination with

RMIT but if necessary alone, already have the sk l1ls ta service
the emerging industries which Baker identifieslgin enhgineering,
chemicals, 400d processing and information te@hﬁ@logy. Perhaps

. ! ~_
mare’ importantly, they have the km::%\adg:)e;;--i through their

wark iﬁ app\<ie4 chemistry, urban studies and'Aﬁslraliaantudies,
to prevent the kindoEDcigl and envirﬁnmentéllzgisasters which
previous industrial deC;iupment ahd human neglectfhave brougnt to
the west. |

The importance‘ of aquniversity is that it Eaes nat merely

dance to the tune of government and industry, but provides

independent evalustion and critique of the ecanomy anq society.

A tertiary education should not merely teach beojle how to make
‘ s
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money. It should develop their ability to live usefully and in

harmony with themselves and the environmént._ itihuét be as broad

as it is deep. _ ]

L

. - [
A university of technology formed from an'
b
existing institutions 1in the west would not!' ' need to be in

aﬁalgamation of

tutelage  to -anybody.  The wesﬁern Instituté"and Footscray
Institute of -~ Technolaogy have already devef\sped courses which
méetithe needs,o+ a society challenged and changed by developing
technology. They do not need to be held back byjthe appfication

of models found suitable in the eastern suburbs, nor do they want

relegation to seéond-rate status. :

Both instiﬁutions already have programs ?linked to the

schools and designed to encourage women to téke'up studies 1in

mathematics. and science. But these are not enough. We need also
. : N :

to encourage men back into the arts and humanities,

‘ ' _ i

The present.imbalance between men and womqnli:

g

their choice

of careers-ensureé not only that men duhinatelﬁhf
! ' . ) ,‘4 |',
that the cultures of business and 1ndustry

écunomy, but

i are brutally

masculine. | For  women to succeed they must conform to the same
g L

pattern.t ‘The consehuence is the rape of the ehvxronment human

and nautural, which is all too evident in the-weétern suburbs and

Ve
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We. , need . not. so much more people particharly women,
specializing 1in : science and technology as more science and

technology ... '.everyone.. . This means wmore technology in

humanities-courses, mare humanity in technological,jcourses, and a
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better balance. 04 women and men in all of them. h
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The tertiary instituFiDns in the west are already developing
in these directions.. - They do not need a new institutiqﬁ, but
recognition and support?fér what'they can do. A new qniyérsity
of technology, Cértaiﬁyy, butvby amalgamation and deyelépmént,
not by impusition.-_‘ye”‘will pe_happy to wark with_'gnyﬂzuther

institutiaon to this end, but we do not need any newcomers.
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