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TRRIGUL AR 36

Sept . '70.

An irregular publication for members of the Town Planning Research Group.(not
for publication ar republicationa)

This issusg- :

I) The Clayton Example. & Seemingly Simple Scheme for Co-ordinating
Community Motivitieses

2) & Town Planner Corcerfief fbout Freeways ard a Laurdromate

3) The Community Schoel.
4) A Centre of Emvirommantal Designe
5) The Lard Boom of the I970s .

Moy We Quote You® This issue of Irregular is mainly devoted to extracts from
several d&uthorities on a number of different topicse. The exception is the first
erticles™he Clayton Example". The editor appeals to readers to semd in material
about the outer suburbssg In recent months not mumh material has been received

about these arease

T436/70 The Clayton Examples
A Seemingly Simple Schems for Co-ordinating Community Activitiese.

by "Gammd

Karl Dittrich could possibly kick a football from the Clayton railway station to
the heart of the complex of community facallties at Claytone There ne$tled in behird
the row of shops is the library, the auditorium, the mothers rest roomy scout hall,
basketball eourts, swimmimg pobls and a kindergarten.

It appears to the @ & ormed observer that this grouped complex of services has
%grown like Topsy®. There is 1little evidence +that from its inception there was any
vision of an overall plane But, there is plenty of evidence that the citizens
of this part of Clayton have participated in the making of plans for particular perts
of the whole group of facilitiesy ard that +the initial enthusiasms which were
organised to campaign for particular proJjects have been harned@sed to administring
the various parts of the cpmplex after they have been egtablished.

For example, the Committee of Management of the Swimming Pools directly descemnis
from the original group of people who met together to plan the Baths as Amemorial
to the Second World War. Similarly, the aulitorium and libmary have been built in
response to ideas put forward by citizens' committees and a plaque in these premises
lists the names of those who pionsepsd this section of the Centre.

More than this, now that the library and auditorium are established, other
citiizens groups have been formed ard new life has been breathed imto groups
.Which have existed precariously for many yearse. The Choral Socciety. %he Local

W) History Club, the Drmatic Club, Poetry Reading Groups,Groups of Mikrants are only
some of the organisations which are flourishing WBecause of this local centre.

Athough it is impossible to really quantify the effect of the existerse of this
Clayton group of facilities, a few facts wepe gleaned during a brief Sunday afternocon
visit to Clayton in July of this years e

I) The audiborium was hung with I22 exhibits by > 29 local sartistse. It seemed
thet viewing an exhibition at the Clayton AwWditorium is quite a locdesocial  event
for the whole familye Background music by a youthful folk singer, coffee amd
biscuits for odults and soft drinks for the young fry contributed to the COosY,
friendly atmosphere.

. 2)'?he Program for the (layton mts  Festival for I970 which was held for »
fortnight °-"1 included a theatre production involving 27 people, perfommarnces by
local schools,poetry reading, local history talks and so on.

3)An International Dancing NMight was starred s the first event of the Arts
Festival. The Clayton Centre has given particuler attention to encouraging migrant
families +to use the facilities. For example, earlier this year a reception was
held at the auditorium for Greek families who live in Clay -

h.} Over at the Swimming Pools the Victorian Amateur Swimmimg Associstion was
holding district swimming sports amd there were dozens of aspiring Dawn PFragzers
ard Jon Komrads in the water ; with an equal number of encouraging adukts on the edgmy
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" The Clgton Centre Continued., Page 2
2/ 3640
Plans for the Futures
Unfler ccnstruction at Clayton is a pedestrain mall which will give a more
dignified access from the shops to the library, auditorium, sports courts aond poolse
Plans have zlso Been made  for a gymnasium right beside the pools.

Some Special Features e

I) The toddlers pool is completely fenced off from the ether three pools ( 2 leerners
pool, the heated pool, and an @lympic sized pool,) amd it is sheltered from the cold
south wimds by the buildings which house the warm pool. In this corner for mums and
little ones there are swings amd other playgrourd pieces.(This is the first fenced off
toddlers pool thet I have seen. Too many pools that I have patronided have loud
speakebs blaring reprimards to older children who romp eround the toddlers pool.)

A secluded corner like thet at Clayton has much to reesommend it. This thoughtful
layout is typical of ®he loving care of parents and is one of the indications that
Mr ard Mrs John Citizen have been closely associated with the planning of the facilitiess

2) The car park behind the shops amd surrounding the library amd auditorium on three
sides is naot only marked out for car spaces but also for court games. This ' dual
use of car parks is not unique, bt it is still not very usuale. A lesgt one of the
advantages of this dual use is that it encbles the complex of facitifies +to be
more compacte... for more facilities to be close to the hube..... or perhaps, more
precisely, for thmmmmixwmx <the facilities themselves <to be so close to each other
that together they form a hube

3)The ¥arious parts of the Clayton community facilities while relating to each
' other spatizlly have not yet been tied together visuallye. The pedestrain mall with
its central court will help to do this im one small part; the generous amount of
spece, with lawns, around the pools are already planted with trees; the main reason
for tree plenting was exvressed as being to create a wind bresk and to give =hade, The
importance of lamdscaping +to help integrete +the parts into the whole does not yet
seers to be influencing the planning of this complexe Although, here and there,
especially around the auditorium and library attention has been given to a careful
selection of plants, nvertheles&, there is an cbvious lack of any overall advise
fron & landscape architecty

With =211 its limitations, Cleyton is a bright star for those who may beceme
disheartened, thinking it impossible to find solutions %o correct <the bad, but
seemingly overwhelming trerds for social facilities to be scattered and for +.
community purpbse to decline. 6fayton is already proving that a neighbourhood which
imcludes a grouped womplex of comnunity facilities is more likely to meke
participation possible for a wider cross section of the citizens.

Haf's off to the Cakleigh Council for their part in creating this centre, and te
.the particular councillors who have helped to champion the scheme.The significant
Wicy to the success of this scheme hes been, ard still is, the involvement of the local
people in participation in the plans for their own suburb. :
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3/36/ '70 & Town Flanner Who is Concerned sbout Freeways axd o Loundromst.

Professor John Andrews was "Guest of Honour" for the Australian Broadcasting
Commission on 26 July I970. (Prof. fdrews was for = time Chairman of the Separtment
of frchitecture at the University of Toronto. He has now returned +to live in
Australis and practices both here abd in VUsnada. He is currently working on the
Belconnen Satellite Town Project for Carbeers)

OQur Transit System is an dsset. Here is Prof. &mdrew's challengimg opening

paragraph in his "Guest of Honour ™ talkeesee
"(ne of the things that appeals to me mest about: dustralise... and T think T em

be ob jective about this, having been away from the place for IL or I5 years, is '
that*th?reaare many qualities here that &own planners in other parts of thé world
are striving to achieve. I think we have been Just o Little blind to thems,.. we
tend to take them for granted, The major one to me would be the transit systé& that
everybody seems to decry. However,one of the major points 1is thet we have a transit
systgm....lts pretty run do#wny its filthy dirty.... the service is shocking;. -fhe
rolling stock is equally shocking, exctP¥ some of the new equioment, but we ég
have a.network and the roed bed which is always the most expensivé thing when
you think sbout introducing public trenppett into a city anew. |
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) Poge 3.
A Town Planner Who is Concerned {bout Freeways... Continued.

Now it seems to me that before we go amd tear the place apart with
expressways and follow along wmhat's heprened in North fmericae...follow along
reasonably blindly I think in some instencessases nne of the thngs we should dn is
4o look at the potential for improving the public transport system as we have 1t
ot the momemt and improving it to the point where it's very convenient as for
people. I think convenlerce is the only way in which you will be able to make a
city operete at a profit amd es ereasonable place to live. I don't find thet
expresswyys Or massive motor cer systems are the only answer... L think there is
s place for the expresswey erd cbviously the link between Sydney ard Melbourne,
and Sydney amd Brisbane and elsewhere, should be an expressway.But, ', I'm very
definitely against expressways as a solution, or the only solition for handling
traffic in cities. And, we'lve got to consicer cities as far as dstralia is concernede.
vses 1t fs the most wban society in the world, strangely enoughe...84% of the people
live in the cities.

LA36/770 The Laundromat as a Meeting Place

#rd, here is Profs Anirew(s secord last pavagraphesss

"Just think of the wey people live. For instence... the Imrnérovet Gn the 0.Y.0.
units... editor) is generally tucked eway in a dark hole or che place where people
do their laundry is domy in the basement. Itls o place where there ere some washing
machines, and a couple of flues,and maybe an old plastic chsir to sit on. But it seems
to meghat it's these little things that could begin to give guality to humen life.
Now just take the laudromat or leundry as the case maybes There is no reason in earth
why that has to be something stuck away in the bowels of the earth. It could be a nice
<:) place because it's a place that's very conducive to meeting as far as people ere

concerned.... you've got to put your washing in ard weit for it... you've got to put

it in the drier and weit for ite... end there's other peonle going to be there and
doing it at the same times.. Now that's just one little mffmok facet of 1life that
in a way could be hamdledin a way that could be more pleasant.I think the +this sort
of quality of 1lifw is reslly what it's 211 about."
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5/36/'70 The Community School.

Notes from e telk given by Prof. Goldman (Latrobe University) to a mecting of
teacheraz (emphasis in this riicls are ourse.. editor.)

"ymdhan School,Egremont, West Cumberland, Eng land is nesrly gour~ years olde
It was deliberately built as a school to be closely integrated with the communitye

Cumberland was from time immemoriel an area of barren fells with many sheep and
. few peoples... It flourished as a2 mining town in the neneteenth century and then
. suffered severely in the denrcssion of the I930s. The establishment of a huge atomic
© rescarch and production station has produced o "population explosion™, Therc are,
however still three strands in the populations... agricultural workers, miners and
people employed at o1l levels in a scientif'ic laboratory.

The first task was to blerd the disperaste elements of the community into one.
It was sssisted by remarksbly interesting buildings.. These in turn attracted an
outstanding staff. The school is by definition "Comprehensive™ academically and strives
to be so alsc sociallﬁ@nd the crganisation of the school is aimed to do thise

A§ is not unusual in England, the school provided education for adults in the
evenings and at the weckends, But, the two orpanisctions are not separates Many of
the d?ytime staff both teach ard study in the clesses in the evenings... The evening
orgenlsatioh is also that of a comaunity centre. Town band, Young Fermers,
Bridge G1u'b, Football Treining, Politicel Mectings, Religious Socicties, Consumer
Groupse... these are a fow examples of many different interests catered for. There
is a coffee bar and lounge provided for the use of senior students in +the deay time
erd the public in the evenings.

L modern attrective youth centre 1s part of the premises. The policy is not for a
qlosod memberships The youth centre provided a lounge, coffee bar, dercing area,
Juke box, amd small cnterteinments 1like billiards and table tennis. The premnises

of the youth centre arec used in the morning by a Nurscry Play Centre for the
“rder fives",

The library amd reference roop are open to both the school and the public,
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The Community School, contde Page L.

L]
The school h as a fine indoor swimming pool, which is openr to the public when
the school is not in session. The pool is controlled jointly by the BEducetion
suthority and the Rural Distrddt,Similarly, the playing fdedds have this dual

control.

A task of the Wyrdham tcam which cannot be overtly admitted but is nrne the less
real is to spread abroad the ¢oncept of broadmindedness ard internatiohdism. 4s
the visitor enters the school, he sees on the wall a stone legend. It begins by
guoting the first sentenmce of the fmerican Declaration ~f Imdeperdence (We hold
fhose truths to be self evident that all men are created equal etc) ard goes ONesss

Mhis school is dedicated to the brotherhcod of all men ard to the
infinite possibilities of the spirit which is in them, to freedonm
both from oppression ard from pre julice, to the cpen mind ard to the
open door. On the wall appear the names of men and wo¢ m of our time

who have champhoned rne er others of these causes ‘s

A list of about 20 names is steadily growing . It includes.. Mohadas Ghandi,
fort Schweitzer, Pope John XXIIT, John Kennedy, Dag Hemmerskjodd, Mbert Luthuli

¢ . Martin Luther King.

Prof. Goldman concludled "fe hope thet this legend bears a sile:ni witaess which
r..,:r mMay have effect when we who caused it to be set up are no longer presents

RN
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6436/70 "A Centre of Environmental Design”.
Bxtracts from an article by Benils Freney.

i "ITn J une +the students at the University of New South Weles declered +the School
~-) of Architapre to be fj.Clentre of Environmental Design" . They raised demands for

student cobitrol cver courses i the need for students to be " encouraged to

become o' - »o of human relationships and human needs on  a universal Dbasis™"

Tn o leaflet published by the architecture students at the University of NeS.W.
it is stated... "A world wide crisis exists in the rg#ationship of man ard his
mpdificaticn of the environmert ad the consequences in ecolcgical termse.as
The effect of deteriorsting erviromments are of significardcconsequnces to the
well being ard happiness of indviduals 2'gj the reletiknships of peoples. Fuildings
their wastes have become a mjor sourse of environmental pollution,®

The students eriticised the new building housing the School of Ar  itecture...
"Apert from poorly conceived planning, it fails technically in respecct to lighting
and acoustics, 1s wasteful with unusable bubt lavish lobbies, creakes artificidl
barricrs between staff and students of various levels... the building is technically
and environmentally a hopaless fallurels
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7/36/ 470 The Lerd Eoom of the T970s
) Extracts firom an advertisement for "How to Get Real Bstate Rich" by Fred. Johnscn..
"A factual book showing how to take adventage of Australids real estate TLoomle

Rlsing Land Valmes. Land values have been rising consistently in #stralia
for meny yearse... lard has far outstripoed all other fcrms of investment in capit-1
growth and income ard prevides security thet no other investment cen mdoh, Suburban
lard in capital cities has risen enormously in the past I2 months with city properties
&cing even better than this. Properly selected land offers almost @inlimited pbtentia,l
for accumulating wealth. Money invested I2 months ago 1is today showing income returns
of I5% psa or morgy, while if the owner was to sell he could make 25% tex free on hds
original outlay. ompared to the share market land is the safest infestment of 2lleess
not subject to fadtors beyond ore! own control like company management etc,

And another quote from the same advertisemente.... ,(ceiling)

- we (ons No Value Gelling. There is no ceddnd/to rcel estate volues.. the
simple rule of sunply and demand must always dictote value tremds. & pcpulation
grovs (5,000,000 people in Sydney in the year 2000) demand for lamd uses riscs in all
seo!:lons of the chmrunity. More houses are needed, additional apartments, farnms,
fol(?B accomodstion, and fzctory buildings etc. Higher land prices just must
inevitably result. Progress must mean profit as ve have recently scen with the groet
developments taking place in every capital city and in gost regions amd suburbs. Tt -
1s hard to find cven one case where lend hes shown a loss y 82y, in the past
twelve months. -
fhe concluding senterce of the advce®disement warrs....THE TIME TO M/KE , A.

INVESTMENT IS NOW,...TOMOREOW'S VILUES WILL BE HIGHER. +A PROPIT/BLE
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