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IRRECGULAR No, 37

( &n irregular publication for the Town Planning
Reasarch Group, not for publication or republication)

cetober 70
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2) Oakleigh..,.Shopkeepers Do Their Home Work.
%) Camberwell,..The Craig Play Centre.
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One artdécle on inner gy vur -n  historye eceocececoss
4) Worth Melbourne ...Where Have All the Landlords Gone ?

Ad Two QuotaticnSeee

5% An Architest says "Architecture “s o Seciar Profess n
6) A Student of Architecture says “Concern for Peog..

1/37/ '70 laxkets at the Cross Rondse

" Dec thée names Market 8t. or Market Lane in the suburbs of Fitzroy,
Oakleigh, Sunshire, Eootscray, Newport and 3t, Kilda indicate that
once = markets flourished in these suburbs %

There is plenty of evidence to show that although a number of markets
have been closed no new retail market has been opened in Melbpurne
suburbs since I9I0. B¢ the opening of the Preston Market in Augndt
this year was hailed as headline news,

At Preston the railway line z2nd the tram track run peralell and
are separated by about 200 yards. Naturally along the tram track there
has developed a ribbon of shops; but the needs of industry dominated
the immediate surroundings of the Preston s%ation and until a few
years ago a timber yord and a tannery ogccupied most of the area
behind the shops whieh front onto High 8t directly opposite the
Town Hall, Now, herep”betwecen the station and the Town Hall there

has been built +the Preston Market .

"P‘ This two million dollar project has 250 stalls., These arc listed as
46 greengrocers, I9 butchers, I5 delicatessen, 8 refreshments and food’
stalls and I30 stalls selling miscellancous goods,... clothing, shocs,
hardware, manchester and so on, including a T.A.B.., The Market is c¢oen
Thursday, Fridays and on Saturday momnings.

A team of three young men in their early twenties designed and
built the Market.All the stalls are wnder cover, but walkways betwecn
are open to the sky.The perishable food stalls are well protected fronm
dust, dirt and Imat by being enclosed in a glass , flgproof scction.
There are no stairs to climb, no raumps, no doors to open, no lifts
and no cscalators; there arc af ew scats and potted shrubs, &
pecket-handershief "“dveniture" playground and a +vast sea of treeless
asphalt car parking,.

It is reported +that the High St. ftraders (exccpt perhaps a couple
of green grocera) rcjoice in the opening of the Market. Mogt of the _
High St. traders hgve market stalls and in addition the increcased
numbher of shoppers coming to Prcston have improved their normal trade,

age=-0ld styles of selling"; "It helps to put some fun back into &
ghopping "; "I4 will develop aonversation and friendship botween’
shorkecepers and customers ¥, Perhaps 1t dces; but only perhaps. For
fun, oid style shopping or Ifriendship opportunities have not been
the motivating force benind the cstablishment of the Preston Marke

The daily papers wrote that "It is a Market that still retains the ’//

'
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Page 2.
* (Markeys at the Cross Roads continued,)

This market is a real e state invest nt, This is why it iz mot
possible to compare this market with sue markeds which were establisiied
by the City Fathers 1n bygone days. It was not the Preston Council
that decided +to build the Market. This is what Mr Leon Jolson, a real
estate agent has to say about the origin of this new "Market"

pudld

~

"Far mwméars I've had the urge to 1142 and operate a market mgself,
I decided that Preston was the right sort of area."

0f course the Preston Council c¢laimed some credit for the Market on
the &y Sir Arthur Rylah opened it; but it was Mr Jolson who made the
newspaper headlines and it will be Mr Jolson who decided whether old-
style shopping friendship and fun are profitable or note

Despite thid fabt the Preston Market has broken +the prevalent
trend of establishing shopping centres which are only accessible by car
(Chadgtone, Northlands, Southlands and Doncaster are all miles from
rail transport) Preston is served by train, tram and bus as well as ear.
But to datq* in an effort to squeeze in as many cars as possible Hiwams
has Been no provision made for a ddgnified pedestwidn. access from the
station to the Yarket. Shoppers must thread their way through parked
ears and juggle thelir jeeps and prams up awkward station steps,

—.- It wouwld cost very little to update the Preston station and its
environs and to reserve and landscape a pedestrain path #%eo: the
Market from the station. The streets around the Market, such as Cramer
St,, are also an obstacle race for the pedestrian with cars projecting
over the nawrow footpath, These are perhaps pimpricking complaints, but,
they are indicative of the concentration on easy access for shoppers..ix
who come by car and the total neglect of any of the necds of the h
pedestrian shopper er those who use train , tram or bus.

Mr. Jolson has said "I want this Market to be a place of noise
and a ctivitiy and when the housewife arrives back home I want her to
feel exhildarated,” Well, i% is a place of mnoiee and activity on
Thursday, Friday and on Saturday mornings; but, what happens on the
other - Aays or in the evenings ? Jane Jacohs gave many warnings about
the nged for mixed primary uses and we end this article with a timely

warnin., from Jane,

After listing the dire consequences of " the extreme conditions of
Q‘urreni:ly unbalanced spread of people in lower Manhatten"™ she then
states on page I75 ... . - .

- "Unless a plan for a district whieh lacks.sgpead.of people through
time of day gete at the cause of the troubls, the hest that can be éone
is to replace 0ld stagnation with new, It may look cleaner for a whilg,
but that is not much to buy with a lot of money."

2/31/10 PEETR op_Keepers Do Their Home Work,

v - o
Y o

"We Won begemge we presembted the better case, we 41id oup hemewo
This is the explanation given by Alfred Levy for the degisiem 'y x;”
Poatd of Works to refuse permission to Myers to establish a Target -
store at ghe corner of Warrigal Rd and Centre Rd. Oakleigh, ’

This-':#8how they did their homework,

I. They called a meétin% of all shopkeepers and invited ajomg the
local T o,the Myor and Councillors from the adjoing nuniedpalitige
and the 1. .ders from eight suburban @arbews of Commerce, k4

, a
" 244% tuis meeting they electedw/committee of I0 and money was
subseribed for a fund,

3, They engaged solicitors and town planners, d4id traffic eounts,
lodged hundreds of obPections and petitions with the Board of Works,
took out full page advertisements in the local papers and door knock
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' (Shopkeepers do Their Homework, continued.) page 3o

4. They produced figures showing that within a two mile radius of’
the proposed store there were aiready 613 convenience shops (butchers,
greengocers, milk bars) 40¢ service shops ( banks service stations)
and 400 comgrision shops (clothing and fummiture etc.)

The battle cost the shop keepers $I300. Speaking for the traders
Mr Levy said..

"I think we proved +that there is a place in the community and a
desire by citizens for the small nedghbourhood store. Our fight was
not against the Myer organisation. We are objecting to any develover
coning into our area., We felt the locals had enough shops availatlg.

to thenm,"
;;ooéaé‘;ébooo"o'oo$;os
3/37/ 70 The Craig PlayCeuntre.
The Playgrounds end Recreation Association of Victowiz have = = "1l

established I2 superviged playcentrés throughout Melbpurne. Nine of
these are in the inner suburban area, one is at Doveton and another at
Ilamein and one is a FPlaymobile which operates d4n H.C.V. areas mainly
in the inner suburbs,

‘h3 The Play Centre at Aleamerdin is on lgnd owned by the CGamberwell Council
It 1s next to a state school,innthe nidst of a H.C.V. estate,.and dt
is knwin ag the Craig Play Centre.

This Centre has existé#d. for twelve years, it has a pre-school
vlay group of ab»ut 30 little ones each day, it is a mecting place for
girls and boys afder school and it is the main recreation centre” for
the families of the district.. It is staffed by two play~leaders, one
is gqualified and the other is a student in training,”

_The Cost of the Centre

Since this Centre was first sestablished the Camberwell Council has
borne the main running costs., In the twelve. months from I968 to '69
the centre was subsidised by the Council by $4,305, The parents
raised another $700 and the Centre also received about I/I2( approx
$I000) of the State ®ov. grant which is paid +to the Playprounds Asse
(The Annual grant from the State Govt. is $I2000 and this is divided
b ) between the I2 supervided playgrounds) The Council also assist +the
Centre by giving it permissive occupancy of the site and buildings,

‘Governﬁent gubsidy for Salaries is Needed

~. This year the Camberwell Council will cut back the subsidy fronm
about $40C0° ( 4 thousand) +to $I80 a year , this will bring the
gubsidy in line with that which the Coulpil gives to kindergartens

( six dollars a year for each child attending the kindergarten)

The Council hd&ve said that they are prepared to continue to give
occupancy of the Buildings and that they will support the Flaygrounda
Lssociation in any renewed approach for direct govermment subsidy for
playleaders salaries.

Thirty years ago the Govermment grant for kindergartens was in a
lump sum which was then divided between the various pre-school centres,
When the subsidy systen was related to the number of children at each \
centre of an approved building, eg-ipment and staff, the network of
kindergartens expanded rapidly because the more elastic aubsidy system -
allowed for local initiative to be rewgyged,llthough the present method
of kindergarten subsidy has some limitations, it is nevertheless a
much more effective way of distributing government finance +than the
present cramping system of a lump sum for all supervised playgrounds.,

Our cormment.,, The Craig Centre has proved that there is a need for
this type of facility not only in the inner ereas but alsc in +the
niddle and outer suburbs. Is it to go out of existence or will its
caanple be emulated in other areas ?
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4/37/ 70 Where Have A1l the Landlord Gone 7

This article is the result of +the discovery of some minute books ,
letters and other documents of the North Melbourne Tenants League. This
organisation s§ems to have existed from the middle I930s to the end
of +the I940s. fora considerable period of this time Mr Bill Borland
was Hon, Secretary and Rev. Hankirson: (Cof E.) was the Chairman.

B0 rapidly is our society changing that some of the campaigns of the
period seem strange to us today, yet barely 22 years have passed since
this organisation was at its peak,

Reclamation Reguested .

"Don'tDestroy Carlton" or "This House is Not for Sale to the H.CuoVe "
are appropiate slogans for today,but, in I944 the Re¥, Hankinson wrote
to the H.C.V. regarding the area bounded by Molesworth St4, Eaines St.,
and Abbotsford St. asking for the slums to be abolished and for
"row houses 10 replace slum dwellings in slum surroundings. It would
~ive a 1ift up to the spirit of the comnunity ( a very important thing)
cnd it would set a standard and an 1deal for others to follow."

More Power to the HiC.V,

L short time after the H.C.V. was established the North Melbourne
_~itizens had high hoves of it planning in a really conprehensive way.
‘mdreds signed the fillowing petifion in October 1938,

"We the undersigned residents of North and West Melbourne respectfylly
ask that the City Couné:l be restrained in its intention of allowing a
Skin Store rto be erected in FNorth Melbourne until such time as the
Housing Commission shall have power to supervise such projects and & . .. .lnJ
. . . " .
determtne their location." (The words * am factories " shouls

i be included
‘after North Melb, typist: omission)

Fadr Rents and Bvictions,

With home ownership in Australia reaching a world record the aims.of
the T-nrants League woud . not atti.ct much support tiday .The constitution
statede.. :

A) To actively represent the interest of the temnants generally,

B) Assist téhnts in obtaining repairs to premises and obtain’ fair
rent determinations, resisting unfair treatment and evictiongs
defending their rights generally as tenants,

‘ ¢) To obtain all possible legal and technical assiskance for teanatss

Co~operation and Combined Action

While many things have changed the basic way the 'TPenants League
was organised resembles the organisations which are at present emerging
in the suburbs of M ibourne. The Aims of the League continue withes..

D) To co-operate with an. assist similar organisations in other
districts,

ETo pronote active interest in the huusihl needs of the distriet o
and express the views of its members on such needs,

F)'To co—operéte with other bodies in campaigns for better housing
-conditions genrallyo.

Child Care and Elderly Citizens

In I942 the League circularised schorls to seek co—operation in a
canpaign for better child crre fapdlibiess

In 1945 the League béid £50 to secure an arzetment house in
Villiers St., They renowated this house and arvanged for pensioners to
nove from houses of squalor to this co-operative aparmment house,




' Page 5,
(Where Have All the Landlords Gonejscontinued)

Architects Gave Assistance,

The I970 Brcoks Cres, Fitzroy example of architects helping hisiseholders
in a campaign for better housing is in the tradition of help that was given
by architects to the North Melbourne peoples

In a letter to the League Mr Robert J. Rolfe, Hon. Secce. of an
organisatior 3salled tbe Architectural Reseazrch Group wrote that
Mr. P, Pearf was t0 be the representative of the Group to assist "
with your movement in its present proposals té undertake some form
of planning project for part of North Melbourne". The letter than
goes on to state.....

"It has been suggested that practical help could be given in the

following wWaySesss
I, Advice as to the nature and extent of survey required |

assistance in co-relating material required,
2, Appointment of representative to ach on planning committee
Z.Preparation of sketch plans and or models,"

‘:)This letter is dated Feb, I947. Theré is no mater 1 in the documents
to show if%:plans were devcloped.But, in earlier minutes several
architects are mentioned and tho aczistance they gave with investigating
sltm houses is recorded not only by written descripticns but also by
blue-prints of the houses inspected. Those mentioned &are Mr J, Walker,
and Mr Rule.,

Worked as a T=an

The local citizens committee and the architects secmed to have
worked as a team. One of the mehbers of the Tenants Teague would make
the first report describing the visible condition of the house both
inside and ou.side. Then members of the Architectural Research Group
would investigate the structure, making a blueprint of the property
and valuing it. Then a "Court Advocate" would r epresent the thenauts
in the Pair Rents Court. The Court Advocate were members of the Teantds

Leagues.

~d In the Minutes : April 3I, I944 it is stated "It was suggested
that for advocates we should look to housewives and shift workers."

On a number of the reporie are the result of the court hearings
"Hoyse renovated" or ™Rent Reduced and house renovated g phly
or Wwepaired throughly™. ko duphly

Statistices and Pecople

Today it is difficult to imagine the type of slum dwellings that
existed in the 1930s and wight up to the end of the I940s., The
docunents of the Temmnts League makes the statistics of the 1937
Slum Abolition, Repo~t = .much nore.veal..lgre are some s tatistics from
that report, '~ o 77 0 @ s .

0f the house inspected 49 % had nn hathroom,96% had no kitchen
sink, 22% had floor On ground level #3¢% had kitchen ceilings less
than eight feet high, and 3%8% had parity walls ( walls between dwellings)
of timber framework covered with hessian or papers.

ind a few descrthptions of inspections by the Tenants League,..

"Mr Oliver, tenamt I40 Eades Flace, Mr Coventry owner, Weather board,
4 rocms, wind and rain cones in thrugh cracks near door and window,
walls and ¢ elings cracked,putty loose, bath 4f% 6", no coprer no
troughs, no water inside, rat infested -
"Mrs Jackson, 513 ¥ictoria St. West, Melb, Mr Fallon owner. 4 rooms
brick, I5/- week . All rocums damp, rat infested, vernin infested,
electric light in two rooms, no laundry or bathroor . no water insidjﬁ

&l
ity
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Page 60

5/37/ *70 "Airchitecture is a Social Profession?

"If architect
real ieonintr @
invs romose C3 L

s and planners wish to consider themselves as the
nd why nov ¥, they must leara to lock at their

nprohitecture is a socil profencion, Bvery succzassful arthitect
knows that good results ravolve o o~% OF persausicn, whether it is
$he persausion of the clipn?, the prtiio, the mackit.ty of state, the
purse strings or the rpcalx:*vanﬁ materﬁalg Way then 1o erchitects
bury their heads in the sonds oU ohoi» code of ein s wron it cones  to
wnderstanding, and crganising, tho cneir best ideas
can be put into effect ¢

~>

These are the concluding words of David Yeneken in an article in
"Architect 9". Mr Yencken is one of the founders end Joint Managing
Director of Merchant Builders Pty Ltd,

He called his article "Failure™ because it is about the " failure
to improve architecturesl education, failvre %o move and infiltrate the
public service in areas like planning and public works; failure to think
and act like le 'ders in the industry; above all failure t0 understand
that planning and architectural ideas are nearly valueless unless there
is a good grasp of the techhiques nécessary to make them work"

._' ,
3 aesceeocenecoedsanrassencé

6/%7 770 "Goncorn _for Promied

EL /T

"Ink" is a publication produzed by ithe Lustralacisn Architeectural

Students Association. In a recnt issue of this paper 1 12 g42ted.eeee

"As men entering a profession we are concerned with the advance
cf that profession to develop a society Dbased on fund-oaental human
ValueS." sveosaesos

"Lrchitects cannot remain ai &¥ fron people o771 <omnunities, afraid
to ackacwledge that other nmen al=0 ‘mow someting acout their erironment

and afraid to lesszu their pri“csgionegl distances i learn from  the
users , "

4;';!055;6;9@.._5996550
C:)37/ 170 Sone Comments on Recreation Centres for Children

{Space allows for further comment on Flay Centrc~,., This is really
a cintinuation of 3437/'70)

Lt the seminar organised by the Victorian Employers Federation on
Lbsenteeisn and Child Care Centres, the Mayor of O2Kleigh, Cr Harris,
pointed out that travelling time to and from work in the middle end |
outer suburbs resulted in working nmotiers being away from home “ox = -
longer periods than rothers in irmsr ~wirba,

Although the Craig Centre has not peen establizi.d to dairectly
assist with child carc while methers are working, C:o.nires such as this
one can be =2dapted to serve the purpose of child car~ 28 well as
recreatior - tre,

W . . o -
H. Wl Subgidy Feedg How o fo | T cinage,

lose exlsting recreational scrvicer for children a2d youth operate
on grants from the Youth Advisory Council which cperates with the
Social Welfare Deparinent, In the last annual repor+ of the Youth
Advisory Council the following figures were given of the svani= zought
by recreation organisstion and recnived Ly them.,

12677548 —blLo

A little more tham one quarter of the sum applied for was granted,



