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I{ Challenge in the School Groundi
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4, The Happy Valley Story.... latest developmentsi

5, kn Examination of Three New Acts of Victorian Parlismetd
6. Deck Housing (Some quotes from Paul Ritter)

=/40/7T Challenge in the School Ground

In the February issue of School Bell ( the official jdurnal of the
" zGorian Council of School Organisations) Mrs Ruth Hoadley has writien

o1 article on school playgrounds. Here are some interesting quotations.

‘"Parents committees in schools have provided, when they could afford
it, fixed metal suspension playground equipment.... Most school grounds
reflect the hard work of the parents ... Very few schools, however ,
‘igave nooks where a child may sit, undisturbed by the hurly burly, where
a group may build a cubby or sail a pirate ship. or where the timid may
learn to risk a tumble in climbing or balancing.

" My, Jim Hobill of the Physical, Education Branch (eastern division)
discussed some of the possibilities of providing a stimulating
environment out of doors... Included in the grounds could be a half-acre
or so shaped i1into interesting hillocks and winding paths and closely
rilanted with trecs and shrubs...

"There would be places for climbing trces or "ropes on trees or
frames., balance arecas with logs or stepping stones, arcas for jJumping
off into sand, fort constructions, tunnelsg, digging arcas, places to
make tracks for model cars and small games. There could be barbeques
and rustic tables and scatse..

"Mr Hobill said that the staff of the Phys. Ed. branch arc plcased
to be invited t$o schools +to advise on the possibilities oflfered by
cach particular site"

Mrs Hoadley concludes her article with this paragraph " Planning
is She keye. In one school,children as well as the staff and committce
heve given thought to the planning. The children have made a papier -
moche model of the contours they would like and added a fart and an
Tndian villageescees. it does not necessarily cost a great dcal to make

a school ground a much more intcresting. and challenging placce." .
® ®
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2/40/71 Prade Unions and Planning,

Trade Unions are beginning to take up issues of a broader social
and political significance than thc usual wages and conditions

questionse

Some of thc unions have Jjoined in conservatiog lssues, helping to
provent treated sewage efflueny being discharged into Part Phillip
Bay and helping to stop the laying of an oil pipe line under the Bay.
They have joined in action against the Gardens restaurant and for the
seving of the Little Desert. They have put black-bans on ill-conceived
Fousing Commission projects: In February Mr Norm Gallagher was jailed
for his action in picketing rallway land in Carlton,.

The intervention of police and other authoritics is far morec
Zikely when unions venturc into such fields,

i
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page 20
(Trade Unions and Planning continued)

The incidents which took placc over the Carlton Railway land have
raised the question of the right of unions +to takc a stand on town
plannimg matters. This whole question has to be argued out not only
in the ranks of the Trade Unions but also by the membership of local
Hrganisations concerned with planning,

Only thmough such discussion will the Trade Union movement be ablc
to take its rightful place in areas from which it has long g been
yxeluded, Although there are somc favourable conditions for more
cifective action by trade unions in these new fields, such action

11 be very limited unless a new type of conviction can overcone
.4¢ conservatism and lack of initiative which  has become the -
Teadition in some unions, _
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A Corment on the Garlton Railway Land by Alpha,

® Mr. Hamer has challenged the Melbourne City Council to produce a
proper town plan for the city with public participation before the
Ccuneil proceeds mgking major planning decisions such as . the Victoria

ﬂ W/ Market site, the Flinders Strect Stetioff arca and so on
But how about Mr Hamcr's Government contributing its share to

.10 [aC oGy planning by ceasing to make wunilatcral and picce-mecal

decisicns suchas rejecting McAlpinels scheme for redevelopment of

Latreobe Strect and permitting Railways to build warchouses for -

private enterprise at Carlton <2
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3/40/71 The Happy Valley Storye.... Datest Developments.

For the history of Happy Valley sec Irregular 34 (July I970)
Since that date ( over the Christmas holiday poriod) the butcher 's
shop (Horrie's ) has been demolished and so alsc has the TFish and Chip
Shope ( note over the Christmas holdday period in I969..70 the
leundrette and hairdresscrs shops were demolished... is the holiday
period a particularly favourable time for demolitions by the H.C.V?

” Work has begun on the building of an arcade of small shops behind
~ the Haines St. H.C.V. shops. Tor this arcadec to be built land has been

taken from the H.C.V. tenants, "The shops will be within a few fect of
the windows of the H.C.V. flats ( which were built in the early I950s
and not designed to have other buildings so closc) « The cost of the
sarcade is $93.000°

‘in commenting on protests over the new shops ( which will not imclude
w..2 Hoppy Valley Self Service Grocery) Mr Gaskin said (Sunday Obscrver
Jenvary 3I) "We are eble to offcr the shopkeepers an exclusive - )
frrnchise for the area which mncans we arc able 1o ask more rentg"

ir. Bruno D'Anna (The Happy Valley Self Service Growver) has reccived
a rcply from a letter he wrote to the H.C.V. late in I969. His letter
askcd that he be able to buhld shops or a shop on the land which he at
that time owned in Happy Valleyes Thc Comnission have t@ld him that
his shop is to be acquired and that no shop will be provided for him in
the new aracede.

S0.« in North Melbourne the H.CG.V. planning is recsulting in

a) shops where the pcople have said they do not want them,

b) demolition of shops which the people have said they do want,

d) Shops with exclmmive franchise so that high rents can be sharged
¢) Denolition of shop which provide competitive prices.

éd The spending of $93.000 by the H.C.V,

¢) The refusal to allow a shopkecper to invest in his own shop or shops
éf The destructicn of gardens around tenanted flats . .
g) the list could go on and on but this page is at an cndeeceecss
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4/40/ 71 A Gar Budget,

"Few motorists take the trouble to calculate their motoriig budget,
Yet as it accounts for one quarter of many families'! incomes , a full
appreciation of where the money goes and what holes can be plugoed
is impcrtant.” From Woman's Day Sept 2I I970,.

In the article a car budget is examined. The figures Show that
Tor one car the overhead works out at 7.I cents a nile, and the running
costs amount to 3.7 cents a nile . 4 typical six cylinder latc model
car driven I0.000 nmniles a "year cost $I.077 a ycar.. Items listed
include petrol, dcpreciation, interest, comprchensive insurance, third
party insurance, naintenance and r epairs, tyres and tubes, oil and polish
~nd a very small amount for miscellaneous .. fines, garage ctce. |
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5/40/ T  An Exanination of Three New Acts of the Victorian Governnent

® In Irregular Number 38 an appeal was made for contributions og,.
o nunber of topical issues., "Beta®™ has rcsponded with an erenination
of 3 now Ac ts (The Enviromment Protection Lct; +the Western Port Stecl
. Works Act and thc Land Conservation Act) Beta is mainly concerned with
i‘ ‘v’how the var%flus aw:l\ltilorities are constituted. Readers arc invited to
corment on cse Actse

The Environment Protection Acta

A11 thosc concerned about pollution and conservation will ggrce with
the broad 2imns and objects of the Enviromment Protcetion Bill and will
cormend the Victorian Parliament for recognizing the necd for such
legislation.

However, it will be noted +that the Bill docs not set out a policy
on enviromment protection, its main emphasis is on prohibiting activitics
14%ely - to cause pollution.

e The preparation of an cnvironnment protcction policy and the sctting

@ of tho standards to be obscrved is left to the Environment Protection
Council, an advisory comnittcc of public scrvant: experts who arc not
direcctly rcspommible +to the public. ™ o "L ~ The nccd

s @ for the advice of experts fron a wide variety of branches of knewledge
to be available in developing policy and standards 1s clear to .a13
but the growing trend towards government by expcrt public scrvants to
the detriment of respomsible government should not be continued in

this body.

I consider +that the Environment Protection Council as constituted
in the Bill will provide cxcellent professional and technical advice
but it will not have +thce benefit of dircct éXEressions of the wishes
and needs of tho general publice. Thcrcfore , suggest that the
Environnent Protection “Youncil should be comprised of several
representatives of the general public, several from municipal councils,
conservaticn groups and primary produccrs ' organisations as well as
representatives of thce Chamber of Manufacturcrs and of the Trades Hall
Council( comparec with thc notes on the composition of the Land Conservatin
Councill.. scc later)

The Environnent Protcction Council should be required to hold
public hcarings at which thc public and experts subnit their views
before declaring policy in respect of an area or a scgnent of the
enviromment, This method has becn . . adopted in U.S.L, Canada and
the United Kingdom with wuscful results in increcased public interst and
understanditeg of what is being donc.

Sone other improvenents to the Bill. which should be considercd.
First, so that public interst in the cenvironment is cncouraged, the
Environment Protection Luthority, the executive body crcated by the
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(Enviromment Protection Bill Continued)

Pill, should be directed to establish an Information and Education
Division co-operating with schocls, adult education groups and in
particular conservation groups interested in conducting out-door ‘
study centres. The latter could assist the Luthority's research progralle

Secondly,«more emphasis should be given in the Bill to co-operation
with other States and the Cormonwealth in the protection of the
environnent ... for exanple the Murray Rivecr.

Western Port Steel Works (Development Control) Acts

This Lct was rughed through in the ‘st days of the Spring sitting
# Parliament. This very 8hort Let is to validate perndéts which were
. ven under the Town and “Yountry Planning Let = . . I96I. The pernits
~.re invelid becausc ‘they were issued in respect of arcas which wcre
.0t in the boundaries of the Shirc of Hastings and of the Westorn
Prrt Regional Luthprity.

The arecas wrongly incltded in the peemit were those of Western
Port which are to be developed by John Lysaght (Australia ) Ltd. Thesc
Q- arcas contain 2000 acres of tidal flats and mangrove swanps which teen
with plant and wild 1life and makc an important contribution to the
ecclogical balance of the whole Western Port Bay area, by providing
‘brceceding grounds for fish, seals, and wild birds including pengginse
& Sinilar arcas near the ESSO, BHP plant are alrecady being engulfed by
) "soiid filling" dumped by builders etc (sec Herald II. I2. '70)

The Act in its concluding section authorises the cstablishment and
oreration of a stecl works +to be operated day and night scven days
a wockK,

Onec ts temptad to wonder whether the objection and afeal provisions
of the Town and Yountry Planning Lct has been circumventced so far as
the Western Port waters are concerned., Perhaps also the functions of
such advisory bodies as the State Decvelopment Comnittee , Lend
Conservation Council and Environment Protection Council have been
side stepped

Land Conservation ficte

_ c
9 The Act established a Land Conservation Council the fuﬁ%ions of
- which arc to make investigations and rccommendations concerning the use
= 0f public land, sgas to provide for the balanced 1tse of land in Victoria
¢ /' In Lddition, the “ouncil can make rccommendations concerning both public
dnd private land, which should be used as a water supply catchment area.
However, it is noted that the “Youncil can only investigate those areas
if the Minister appr-ves; he nmust also apnrove the nature of the
investigation.

These recomnmendations are to be made to th- Minister for Lends, who
2 required to give I4 days notice t0 the Minister in charge of any
ctacr Department or public authority, which is afiectedy before
forwording the recomnendation to the Govenor in Cocuncil, Once this
aprroval is given, the recormendeticon must be carried out.

Bvery r ccornmendati n nust be tabled in boeth Houses cof Parlianment
within I4 days of being submitted to the Minister.

It renains to be secn whether this will be an effective means of
restcring vitality to a reccrnendation which has been rejected by the
Minister. ‘

There are two novel and inteércsting features in the Acte First the
Land Conservation Council can, if the Ministeor apprdves, enter into
arrangenents with universities and other bodies or persons to carry
out investigaticns.

Secondly, the Council is required to give public notice by newspaper
advertisement of a proposed investigation before it is commenced and
subnissions bv persons and for hodies  mey be made amd ¢ ' -
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(The Land Conservation fct Continted) . ,
are to be considered by the Council, *Page D
In adliton , a report of an investigation, when published, is to
oyen. for objecticns from public , gevernnent departments or public
autherities fora further 60 days,

The Act lists various matters which are to be taken into account in
naking investigations and recormendations.... preservaticn of ecologicalyu
siecnificant areas, arcas of natural beauty or historieal  interst, and
the creation of areas fog leisure and recreation in particular, clcse
o cities and townse. The “oucnil is also "to keep in mind the provisicns
of national parks and reserves for fish, wild 1life and native plants.

‘The Land @onservaticn Council will have I2 members including a
o llé$ine chairman, Eight of the twelve are full time public scrvants
.d the other three are to be experienced in conservation techniques.
w0 of these three +to be selected froma panel of five subnitted

by the Conservation Council of Victoria ( a federaticn of all the
¢ -servation groups in the Siate).

It is intceresting to note that the Govermment has accorded recognition
.:)to a comnmunity organisation such as this and it is +to be hoped that this
recognition will be continued when other similar bodies are set up.

The Environment Protection Act, which was rushed through in the pre=-
ﬂ)3 hrigstnas rush of legislation, and the Port Phillip suthority Lect do set
i up simi’ar bodies... viz.. the BEnvironment Protection Council and the
Port Phillip Advisory Council. However these Councils hmve only
nininal representation of the public mostly through nunicipal councils
and are virtually dominated by public servants.
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6/40/ 70 Deck Housing ( Some Quotes from Paul Ritter)

The current fashion is to condemn all forms of high rise dwellings.

This is understandable beacause few of us have any knowledge of
mixti story flats other than those built by the H.C.V. oOr by Beller.
But do high,rise buildings slways result in an unstisfactory living
enviromment, Can the disadvantages of the"™erficalc®." character - of

rw) high rise be oxzxxzEmex ninimised by designing multi story flats which

~/ are based on creating a "horizontal" neighbourhood , through the creation
offi decks in the skyl?+

:J;) Before he ceme to Australia, Cr.Paul Ritter of Perth, made a study
of two cxamples of deck housing. Here are some quotes from his study.
( by quoting out of contert from a study which is now sone years old

we run the risk of ove sinplifying a very complicated study, C
nevertheless what Cr. fitter wrote has such current siwgnificance ,

and as we now only have access to a serics of quotes, we give you sone

his his gens)
Cr. Ritter nade a study of Gallerij Bow at Roiterdan which was
built in I922 and of Parkhill in gheffield buiilt. in I958,

In writing of the Rotterdan building Ritter says "The most valid and
valuable part of the durvey nust be the observation section and the
expressions of the inhabitants. These d&o suggest that in Rotterdam the
intentions of the architects, whith are assumed, that the decks will allow
social gatherings and children's play, is still being fulfilled as it wasr
was at the outset to judge by the illustrations. These functions cannot
be fulfilled by the traditional blocks of flats Dbuilt as standard
runicipal housihg in Rotterdan" ,

"At Park Hill, in place of the 4 foot wide Dbalcony serving every
floor, promenade decks . .ten foot wide, open to the air and provided
every third floor form a conmplete system of circulation around the whole
8itCecese. the decks form the function of streets along which prans can
bz pushed, milk trolley vans can be driven. Being covered fron the
weather +the decks are in fact an extension of the dwellings e far as
both children and adults arc concerned. :

"Fron the reaction of people it seems that deck housing has the good
qualities which allow those who want privacy +to be nore private and +*
those who seck contact , to have that™, '
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