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Irregular  Number 41,

April I97I

(An irregular publicatjon for the Town FPlanning Research Group,not
for publication or republication.)

This issuej-
I The Port Phillip Authority.
2. The English National Parks System
3+ The Bushlands Magna Carta.
4, Some Trade Union Resolutions.
5. Did You Miss It ? (quotations from recent articles

in newspapers and periocdicals)
o " Investigating the Cityh.. A series of lecturess

I.4I. 7T Port Phillip Authoritye.

"Beta" contributed thrée articles in Irregular number 40 (The
knvirdnment Protection Act, the Western Port Steel Works Act, and the
Land Conservation Act). This issues he writes on the Port Bhillip

',Authority.

Yhilst it is interesting +to learn that a master plan for
development of Bay foreshores is being prepared , it is disturbing
to find out +that the Port Phillip Authority is hampered by not hiaving
a budget of its owan from which to finance urgent works.

I would like to put forwmrd some suggestions, as to how the
Luthority and its work can be improved,

The luthority has a consultative Council, 9 members are represent-—
avives of government departments and public authorities, There is one
»enresentative of organisations " having a special interest in the
Lot Phillip area" and there are four representatives for all the
bavside municipalitiese.

I.y contention is that the consultative council should give broadcr
representation to the municiplaities and th  the organisations having
a special interest in the Bay, that these representatives should make
the decisions rathor than pu%lic servants whosce role I believe dis +to
' advise , not rule, If by this means the public is cencouraged to
participate in decisionemaking it will more readily contribute the
nccessary finance and will look aftecr the work dome on the foreshores,

The master pian is said to be for "the development" of the Bay
foreshores., I wonder if this means +the provision of bigger and bigger
221 "parks and more high-class restaurants at the expense of the plant

-~ ~nd wild life which is so preccious to the balance of nature and as
~. nlare for busy suburban dwellers to relax in.

En this regard I think that before the master plan is adopted it
should be put on display in cach bayside municipality and in the city
so that suggestions and objections may be made by the public.

There are 39 lioreshore committees of management which operate around
the Bay. They have very differing policies, but they coulds be made
very effective in bringing forward the wishes of local people, Lt
t2 same time , they would have to co-operate in the master -plan
wnon it is finally adopted,

The matter of finance for the Port Phillip Authority could probadly
“¢ handled in several different waysy for example, direct Treasury
> nts or allocations of the revenue received from foreshore rents cn?

notor car parking .

000 000000000000 000000000000
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2e4TeTIe The English National Parks System e

England's concept of a national park is of a region put to the most
complex multiple-use by contrast with Victoria's closed reservation
cnd limited public areas.

In the "Age" 28/I2/'63 Professor John Turner described "The
Peak District" "It is a park put to the most complex multiple-~use"
e describes it as an area about 40 miles by 24 miles at its widest
point, governed by county councils with 211 development under the
bonevolent authprity of a joint planning board of 27 representativesec
Eishteen are appointed by local government bodies and the remainder
b the Minister of Housing and Local Govermment.

"The Peak District Planning Board has its own technical department
c2d planning officer. It does not prevent development, but @&t prevents
1% from ruining an area which is likely to give pleasure and relaxation
1~ illions of people for yecars to come. Hzlf the population of I l.nd
B %itgﬁn 50 miles of its mainly natural boundaries. Within the
0 Yo He Yo country men still carry on their old avocations. The only
suiierers are the land speculators and jerry -builders , who,horoe
as elsewhere , nmistake;. liberty for licence.”™

Professor Turner revisited +the Peak District National Park™: about
qfv- year ago and he returned even more convinced of the need of the
wpplication of its principles +to the Yarra Valley, Dandenongs
and Mornington Peninsular,

5.41/ TI/ The Bushlands Magna Carta

This Magna Carta was presented +to0 a public meeting at the Palais
Theatre, St. Kilda, on Sunday October 26 I969. Dby the Save Our
Bushlands fLction Committee, We are including the Charter in this issue
o7 Irregsular Dbecause both this Irregular and number 4@ have mainly
baen devoted to articles on envirommental problems.

"fhere is just one hope of repulsing the tyranniczal ambitions of
c’—iligation to conquer every niche on the whole earth. That hope is
t.¢ crganisation of spirited people who will fight for the frecdom
¢ the wildermess" Robert Mgrshalle

"The Charter "

.i-,- ¥reeze action on all alienation projects immediately until ~ _._. . %
consideration ean be given to the potential of the land for nature
conservation,

2o Considerably strengthen the national parks authority by providing
increased funds, increased staff and more positive directions

e Provide for an urgent investigation +to imlicate areas suitable
for dedication as natieng1l’ parks and wild life reserves, employing for
thils purpose talents alrcady available in the community (Universities,
scientific orgnisations etc{ until such time as the work wan be carried
out by the strengthened national parks and wildlife authorities.

4 cReserve,ns parks and wildlife reserves the greater part of Victoria'ls
cxisting g. . million acres of uncommitted Crown land together

with such other arecas as may have value for conservation;

5. rrovide that the establishmengt and revocation of national parks and
wildlife reserves be by Act of Parliament only.

6.Insyitute a system of public notification for all proposed changes
of land use on Crown lands which threaten nature conservation values, .
cnd  provide for the hidlding of public enquiries in the cvent of
objections to such proposalse

7. Make sure that an adgquate amount of unpolluted water reaches
Victoria's swamps, and crcek beds and the public right of access to
rooir frontages is protected. o

1/41/ 10 Some Trade Union Resolutions.

L* o recent conferecne of the Amalgamated Engineering Union a number of
r..:1btions were passed on planning matterse
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Sorie_Trade Union Regolutions ...continued.

Space does not permit the recording of the full text of the resoltitions
but the fol'owing extracts will give an indication of them.

Invironment and Pollutione.... "Conference believes that only strone
prossure  from the people will ensure that the provisions nf the
Conservation Bill are properly enforced..... Conferernce.8$ates that

Branches should continue to rigidly pinpoint local sources of pollution
dnd to develop' eombmtinity action ggainst them,

cs. "Beleiving prevention is the best cure, we call on the Commonwecalth
Jruncil and the AJC.T.U +to take wup this matter urgently with the
“oderal Governmment, to demand a Bederal Enquiry by experts not influenddéd
bv big business monopoly intecrests, and immediately take steps to

iplement the findings of such an enquiry with insistence on uniforr

~

2t Yo legislation based on these findings, with heavy penalties against
1" -ie who cause pollution,"

n
vrban Renewal.....COonference declares the Urban Renewal Bill in its present
forn to be an iniquitous piece of legislation. Conference states that
it can have no faith in the Housing Commission as +the Urban Renewal
Luthority because of its past record.... Conference declares that the
role of the Housing Commission rust remain what it was originally formed
to do.gThet is to erect low cost housing for those on lower and fixed
inzomes who are unable to afford high rents or to buy their own housecs."

Q:’%pourne Tronsportetion Plan L long resolution on this proposed an
r.iternative scheme mainly based on "“public transport being made
sufficiently attractive and large car parks developed near or over
+om terminuses and selected railway stations.™

Tic Plan is criticised "THhe .basic assumption in the Plan can be stated
thus; the committee has lcoked at the neecds af each xu tiwili® traveller
as an individual and has not taken into account, sufficiently at any rate,
the nceds of the community as the prime social factor."

5/41/71/ An Appeal fron South fustralia,

The Town and Country Planning Association of South Austrdlia has circulated
a petition to scientists, technologists and economisyse

The petitioh first statess
' I. The irecsourdes of planct Earth are finite.
2,The capadity of the environment to renew resources that
tae used up and to repair the damage causcd by the exploitation of those
resources is limited and decreasinge.

Lfter amplifying these two points it then states... . .
"We therefore urge those who guide fLustralia's future to investigates

I. the population that Lustralia can support over the long
i1 and its relationship with standard of livings.

2. the detailes of a balanced economic systen, ie.,. , a systcn
in which productivity ( and conseguent environmental damage) is balanced
anninst  the capacity of the total environment to maintain itself, With
&.7o3 national product set by envirommental limits, increase in mater .
ctenderds of living must follow decreased poptilation or adopticn of
less damaging productive processese.

3+the socinl chonges of all kinds necessary to achieve and
maintain the patterns outlined by I. and 2.

"For biolngical ahd ecological reasons ciWilisation based on the
nresent westeri technology cannot survise much longer. Careful forethought
ond a willingness to embracce fundamental change are necessary if
civilisation is to survive at 2ll. Lustralia's opportunity to examine
and implement these fundamental changes before it is too late may
be unique. The responsibility is great and the task urgent™
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6/41/'3T ‘ Did You Miss It ?
Quotations from articles which have recently appeared in newspapers,
and periodicals, and from Hansard.

Rerong Flour Mill Closed, Mr, Broad, M.L.A. for Swan Hill, quote
7-onl Hansard March 2, 197I (page  3848)

"I wish td@ inform the House, with some dismay, of the sudden closure of
an important decentraliged industry in Kerange. After operating for only
two months, the flour mill owned by Robin Hood Flour Milling Company
sold out to the Flourmillers Association, which has paid off the
fourteen men and, within +two days workmen have been busy removing
tae milling machinery.

* The Kerang Borough Council, acting under legislation recently cnactced
o thiss: Parliament, advanced an amount of $33.000 to assit in starting
- ito industry, in which the Division of State Development has also .
~iayed a parte. The district felt something real’y worth-while had been
startede.coseeeeeees The closure of the flpur mill has made a Jjoke of

- the Kerang Borough Council's edforts +to establish_ a worth-whilec
decontralised industryescsee.. L should like the Government: closely
to cxamine the circumstances of this failure, ...."

<,Rural Towns More Costly than Cities. Dr. John Paterson comments on a
€ vage report tnat hc has prepared for the Prenier's Department.

flee 27+ 3. '7I)  "What the study has proved is that big citics are
lc¢ss cxpensive when it comes +to providing scrvices compared with
country towns. It does not sugrest anywhere that decentralisedion is
rmpconomic., On the contrary it points +to ecconomics of scale which
c~n bc achieved,"

The artiyele reports the most important fingings.

4 Unit expenditure on water supnly and sewage services were
egbout $4 in Melbourne comparcd with $8.50 pepisperson per year in the
comuntry
. t Police serviccs were $5.50 per person in Melbourne as against

sOverall costs of urban services in Meclbourne come to $7I.a ycar a
pcrson as gainstggI7 for eight country ccntres

: Locqg SveraenE s adminstration and garbage disposal were the
only two area%oin which country centres did bettcer than Melbournc.

loody Grecdy " Developers. Mr. R.A. Gilling, Prcsident of Royal
Lwhmaiian  Institute of Architcets. (Australian March 24, I97I)

"le are concerned that developers and!package dealers!' arc dcing things
without thought of the environmment or paying lip-scrvice by rock
gardens or trecsS.... The Federal Government should accept +the maticr
of r.sponsibility for urban redeveclopment"

Mr Gilling announced plans for the R.A.I.A. to set up a national
r""iance of architccts, town planners and landscape architcects to
s, v as a pressure group for total environment planning.

f - 5 Developers Mr. R. Hamer M.L.C. Minister for Local Government
L0 304- '71)

In this article Mr:+ Hamer ammounced that private strecet developers
Mo damage the existing environment will face curbs under amendments
tc +the Local Government Act. Mr Hamer stated...
"Suburban type road construction in bush arecas can be highly damaging
to +the environment. The amendnents embody our intention 1o bring
envirnmmental factors into the rangc of objections for the first tinmc,"

Pool Skillg in Urban Planning Mr. G. Whitlem , the Leader of the
Federal Opposition (Lustralian 25. 3. '7I) (commenting on Mr Gilling's
snnouncenent ... see above)

"It is high time that a national franework of urban planning was
ostablished, and specific and appropriate planning rcsponsibilities
assigned within that framework to the Commonwealth Governrment, to

the State Governments and to regional govermments ...... One of the
features of an urban affairs departnent would be the establishment of
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a service organisation upon which planning authorities with slender
reans could draw for skills of enginecrs, architcects and landscape
architcets "

Revolution in Architcctuwe by Youth Dissent., HMir.Robin Boyd, Progident
¢z the Victorian Chapter of the Royal Lustralian Institute of Lrchitects.
(lustralian I, 44 '7I) ‘

"The new revolutionaries think of traffic control, pollution, slun
—~ents, conservation, housewifely boredom, afforestation, noise contrcl,
~*vic politics and a dozen other kindred social problems as of abour
-~ L importance in their calling +to the design of buildings o7

¢ mtrolling Noise Pollution in Flats (From an article written by
Curistopher Jay "L World of De Imxe, High-Rise Accoustic Slums" in
tne Financial Review Mprch 9, I9T7I, .

"Because neither the builders nor the architects, currently accept

any responsibility for the problem, nore than 60 % of the home units
constructed in Syduey during the past I0 years are known to be sub-
standard in the terms of the adequacy of plumbing noise controlesses
Soundi proofing can be incorporatcd checaply as flats arc built....
Comrittroes of the Standards iLssociation of fustralia are working on
cencral aspects of noise control and committee £X/5 is expceted to
cleasc a draft standard on noisc assessment, with respect to

cancyence in rcesidential arcas for public review, within about a month.®

NMoisc Pollution from Moter Traffiés = Mrs A. Lawrence, a senior
_ccturcr in asrchitecturc at the University of N.S.W. (Australian 25.3.7)
"Lt present in fustralia, motor vehicle noise is uncontrolledececeees
"iloisc levels are increasing at the rate of a docibel a year and notor
vehicles arc the greatest singlc cause"

Join~in-slot Battery Carse Professor Marco Zanuso of Milan who was
~"3iting Lustralia for lectures for the fustralian Design Institutce
(.lcrald 25. 3. '7I)

#1y wrench city in I972 will try out something new +to solve city
traffic problemss It will provide tiny coin-in- the -slot battery-run
.2 for driving around the inner areas, and they will be left anywhorc
2 r the next user."”

Can Lrthurs Seat Be Saved ? Miss Grace E, Frascr Member of the fustralin
Institute of Landscape Lrchitetss. "Trust Newsletter April I97I)

::’“At least 300plant species arc known to occur on thc range (Arthur's

" Seat ) .... at lcast 25 percent arc specific to the granite soilse..
There are few arcas close to Melbcurne where such a variety of vegetation .
tynes occurr so close together..... gravel quarrying d uring the past
20 years has cxtended over scorcs of acrcs... Fine bushlands including
crceks, waterfzlls and fern gullies have been ruthlessly destroyed,®

Jnology, Conservation and Polities . Leon Peres, Senmor Lecturer in
I "%icael Science at Melbourne “nivcrsity.(Search , Oct, I970)
.vironmentalists,then are automaticelly dinterested in the ways
zovernnents organise themsclves, or in what is often called the nmachincry
of governnent. They have taken. theldtrdngest exception to the particular
rrinciple of organisation almost universally adoptedm nanely -
crzanisation by a single purpose department or agency. Most deparsments.
working in fields of intercst to conservationists are orgenised in

this way. They are responsihle either for a single resource, 28 in
rivers, forests, soils, wildlife, and s0 on or attribute of a single
regource as in agriculturey irrigation, hecalth, trangport and so orn.,
seeee There is no doubt that this kind of fragmentation causcs a grcot
rneny border conflicts and aggravates ecologilcally based environmental
prograrmess”

"Investigating the City"

Tac Fitzroy Bucmenical Centre, in conjumction with the Methodist
Departrnent of Christian Education intends running a series of seven
lectures entitléed "Invesitgating the City". The series will be held

at the Centre ,I24 Napier St. Fitzroy commencing Tuesday Lpril 20Q.8pd,.
For further information telephone Rgv. Brian Howe 41,2050,




