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John ifcLaren

nhaervalive.
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Jokr T"ray is cns of the rarest of cieatures, & <« »2 <

'"'nlike resctionsi ies and revo'utinnaries who are driven by a

coentanpt for fpeople as they are, Braz., Lianes ottt Whallusiooed
de= " ight ir liviis. Ho is tolersat towards human fall,, Lt

conterctucis of wickednzes ard cpproszicn.
1 Eraovide v overview o1 Lro, 85 o man At
heze two beoaks

-2 8 ot and lzz-nitg and az a public T s man & The, Coneas,
ES5a /5, parts ¢ = bicgraphy, a 5. .:rz.s s="ectian —f his Lcstry

ard occacsional adiresszz. 211 Lthe work e NE 2o ue yuasliiies v

tough reascnatlevwzzgs ani (ry destackn=nt. Behind tr= zZacst, the
hi=stcrian zn ttre pol:z=micizt, w_ are co.stantl, aware _= IR

i1dicious =z=t:znce 3f thz lawyer, althouah there are re 2uavrgiza

—~£ s Ficwificssnt contributizn toc ot Lo a B a0 laal vil =G U
and writing. “athzr, wz are giJern the work of 2 ma2ar for oo

*he great inctitution cof Lhe 1z« has besin = conoatioscat pei v U7«

tiberce!l education. Fzading hiz work gives us 4 ot
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sharing hi= 2educatica.

Fray’s ouvt!'-ol is esssantially Zom.C,y C.ac.adns abfi admicabtian
or btuman aspirations with 3z keen ~u2r=asss of nur rezurring
Lailnre= and follies, Thls 50 Wl G i<t i tura LenwElalbles Lhe
canservatism whick is L=27 zws+r2 29 the pnainful streggle -/ wiiiin

we have zaiv:z? *he valuzs of zicilizsatlion to waiin iily  widae

thege valusz are eraolel by fashica, anathv or ill-judged zuc.a.
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ovnevimant, His = iz carstanti. thrawi,i - orT nis
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shackles while 3 jealous Za2us waits with egual coastancy to oo.t
“hem an agairvn.

These qua'ities inspire the puzn 'Epidadiws 9747, Wil L@l
about @& perforasncz o°f Srcuvgtitzozr T o2 Jiven while Grrolz N
urder the ru’z o7 the Zzxlonels. The zudiarce, including . ..= ar
the rul=zrs, = Rt

laviead Ly guerds with tammy FLS, dravi Cathk 1o Lhe waiigs

of = =tage.

Frr Tresce was then ruled L, t/rants, aL in the days ur

Pisistratus,

Though far 'z=z adroit th::. he: midale tusct.ctier y fosuiom?

Colcnels ot nenerals) sub-managers ar directnors: N

prefects rot Y“e:dmasters,

Suberkan  styls, f:miliar phzrnamenon: callisethenics aaa

concertration compe.

And eternal susmar gilded, in selected is.e¢3 oi Jrecce,

Thz chains cof their detsire=zs.

The rcrorversational style of the lucsely accenteszs Sl_onn VET mE o~
unusval for PBr=;, ke wormally prefers more tighty motrical
fo~ms--makes wmors vivid the harzh clasn oetwesn Ciid cawalized
connotations of classicel TOr-zcs =2nd its sunnv iz’ec witt ancienc
Lvranny ard it=s oL BNhETET. Bt En COunteErSart. ine
references to manacs s and hesdmasters and gretis.s maewe 2 -lear

that te is referring not just tc fhe s=-*tuality irn Grezce but to
it= rontential anywhere.

Similarliy, th2 couvrzzls of Herses, "eternsl ping ut puwee™,
ars familiar in zur 2wn society:
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Yau c2n’'t win., £Zzus Yiclds z2.. the aczs. O weE © anah LG
befri~rd mankind,.
Be =ensi%le, dc wrat he Lid= you, befcre worse thingas wefal,
vau.’
This is th~s zopearance of resasanstlernes:s wonich i fFace wueid z=elt
cut sverything th-t twe theatre, the plavy, and t+b> two  poetls,
=nciant and cantemrar=zry, z=tend for.
In Bravy’s poszm Fowevyer we hear Prometheus® VAlCE  Pinhigitig
throuch the age-, z-41 “ha answer of the audichcz in Sui Own cge.
T will never submit to Zeaus,. I have seen ands rzisesl up
ard cest down.
There were rulszre ir hezxven befoc.e him. His vr2i30 wiii nave
its end,.
Though “2 chatter the warld abooi we, T oviie: Nt bLow Lo hila
will.?’
And then the lightniv 3 struck GicTane Loy @ GGk Sahiv AT
below.
The Gre=ks stoo” up on the benchus. il y hesi oz Clopplady eanid
rheerina and shouting.
The gu=-d:s were ookirg *far criers, out whae Loweia the
ritle-s dao?
52 th: 17 nothing and left in a wurivy a8 T0wi wZens 1aoiv
thev fell,
The writer tells 2=z that he left the thzatrz with hign sitaps,
convincad of two prooesitions which he had alwavs ‘“oped Loat
"Mwe concerning *hz nower of the artz, ong cancerning tne nature



of mar", There 15 fio need far him to speil out his weaniug - ~tha
Aactian  of play 2nd people has already done that Foype him. Lut
these two propositians ars the zource of to= stre st in @iis Len
work,

In this po=wr, Tray's detached =iLarcz znablss hiwm Lo control
his a=naesr, The same attitude lends wry amuszme-t ta his
avtobiographical ob=ervation: of Alelaidz sad insignt LG his

stucy of “hakespzare’s Cprinlanus, a play which he interprets as
8 study in sublime egotismn, It is the guality whict ke {inus
admirable in the lifeof Gallien.s. Iiv tie extescts T P =)
tiography of this third-centiry Roman emperor, Broy shows him as
a man whose self-possecszicn enabled hiw to ola Logether e
empire ~3ainst *hz tides of “--barism while betraving him ianto
extravigances of personal behaviour whicl, eve ntually (ed ta .is
political dzownfall. This worl i=s a lawver’s history ir which tLhe
avthor is not concerned so much wi*k evaemining cause and effaot
Cr racreating social reality as with weighing the evidence to
ascertain exactly what did happen and what verdic: we znculd rasSs
on Tallienus’ conduct of affairs in a particular sat at
cir-umstances.

Examining the reasons that [ed tiie Ewmperor Dec..s ta launch

3 persecution of the Thristians bv demanding of them an act o

-t

pitblic worship, Pray coan=ants thal
Like many energetirc public-spirited and humourless rulesrs
through the centuries, Decius ric doubt thougnt that Ltne
arrangement of mass demonstrations of lovalty would cif

public mo-ale and improve the tone of pguclic s:i.iwmein.



This summary combires Sudicial 3ppi a.3a1 of the availab:

m:

evidence with the fruits of per=nnal observatiaon of pubtlic cite
and conduct. In the sam=s way, when e CasmlasEs Lhe 2vaiasiils ol

Gallienv=s’ nmerstnal life, hi

mn

ins‘cht into human moti-=s zricoics
him to reach an approgriate verdict cn tos sviasence ot prejudiced
withesses and tg externd it ts a gensral observation an auiman
attairs:

I thinl, therefocre, that Gallizius Ceiv LE a8CGLilica or thne

chiearge cf indifference to prkEli~- 2ffairs but I thi.nh a.so

that = cannct be acguittzd agf the Ziae 3= of siviinig tne
anpearance of it. Indeed, I thinl he probabl, 44O T
catisfaction out o©f sivins the spres ance of FO. =

dz=sirs t= stozl the humour'=zss ~nd conventional is =z'rsn; it

certsin femperamants, out

m

vuler St a Gr=aw scace
possecsine su-k 2 femperament wrirld do well to suppress wnal
fesire. (p.47"

The sharpness of the obzs-vation Ccomz2z 7L 0@ JoAlaposiilon ai

what stoculd be wit! wi:at the s thor trouws is the normal state of

affzirs.
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he rejoicez in winz faoo thial  wasas
whilz S1m wor 2= nay Sl upwards our *houghts remair steslifsstiy
on =arth.

Bray’=s earthinsess has fregrenil, 2oozwed Lhne LHuELisaae
establishment intn a semblance of life, and e urdoub.suiy
sympathisez with Cal'isnus .hile recognising Lne political 3 )

of such indulgence. But what mav be a politic2! cost iz an

Iy

shguesticon=d zrtistic ber=7it, 4 in hilis satiric cowment oo 7ine
Birde ¥ +the MA~+t Tarrace’ who chare the roostings =i their

committee with the derizers of *he Ad=laiZe Clut,



And from aloft their droppings star
Mercedes-Benz and Tagvar,
Postscriptirng with esrth’s camirerntory
Tr= affluent society.

Brav’s waork covers ttz gamuot fron counaottary to anawysis o

celebration. but he is always as deadly accurat~ as

o al

he D1 aa,.
This is not to say that hes s alwsyss ¢ 130t Fez L1oLOGl DE5
ohn education/tphuld the values of the old without recogiiising the
importance and difficulty of translacing tuem .nto tihe ew, ris
attirmations of the valuz of the university tradition ranyg  witn
the force, if not the eloguence, of Newman, but his contrasiing
devaluation of technolaogical educatichn undermines his aown Ccase.
At a time when John Buttnarn and Tohn Dawkins arse leadin, the
charge of the vandals, it i3 rot esnough ior Lhe  chswploans  of

libera! values tc defend their own ritadels--like Galliznus, _ney

)

nheed to carry their standards ints thes camps of Lne oCairuver Laas.

)

Universities As we know them are the product of the renzissance,

and as such thew embodv both thes zlcry o

=k

iLs hadmanism &G tne

i

disaster of the division it intrcdo-ed between the libersal anda

the industrial arts--aris =Rt SCiEnces on tie ouoe icivdy
technology on the other. Technolngy *hen as naow cbks.52a the
material ba=zis n+ societ,, and therefore 1= Caoiture. The

=h

n

1lenge t= esducsz*igr todaw is te bring liberal values btich inta
technoloay, to educ=ts *echrolcgiztz whoe wil: undersiena the

relaticnships between their nrofe=zions and the kind of val.aes

that Bray unholds. This in turn requires t.al studzsnts of lne
humanities and crisncoc= vnderstand their own cstudies =G



technology itsel £ 2=z sncial produrts which determine Ll
relationshipz with 2ach other =zr wilti our mater.al snvicunwsnt.

Prav’'s accentance nf the universal absurdity ard nobilit, of
human nature operativg within thz zZornstraiants o7 elerasal values

redures history in his ev2s to 2n unchanging cycle of CULingu )y a

This may accnount fo~ hi=z apparently wunfasiicanable

[1H

tormality of his writing impos=s A framework of l1-,ic  an
ungavernable humar behezsvior. This cLerliets with Lne
cantempaorary view that the 2only c=rtasinties are our seEnss
perceptions, that wv=2'ues cnd reason are thewmselses thz prouaucts
o+ history, and that pretry 2nd art sre the means by vhici we
create a realitv of our own. F-z,y appesals ceyoand thie Loniny —guns

of gur own insecurity and aoppression to the certzin vzlues ot

freedom. humor and persoun:l responsibiiity. i wie sense tois
makes his work ahistorical, et 1r annther it i orciaciary
historical and of its time. The iayical, gr awmmaltical ead

metrical order 0f the poetry is the product of 2 culture which
places the himay a3t the centre of =zrsats., He recougnises  Lhe
limitatinons on individual possibility without in any Wway
diminishing individual responsibility. This senze of propartion,
of or~der, is at once classicel, harking back to the ideal aof ti.c
mean, and pertinent *o0 an age *‘hreatened b, ths arrogance oy
intellectuals and activists who would remake the world in thelr
own image. The order ¥ his paostiry ardgr is .he measure of our
sanity. In zr agse of enthusiasm Brzv speaks for those who, witn
Tacitus, a historian of s‘milarly impassioned decachmznty C =i
claim that in their l'ife and career

The senate, too, maintained its arderez wa,.
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