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1965 victims must be
rehabilitated

This October, our thoughts inevitably dwell once again on the events forty years ago when Indonesia
was plunged into the darkest era in its history since becoming an independent state in 1945.

While historians still dispute the intentions of the army
officers who staged a coup attempt on 1 October 1965,
kidnapping and killing a group of senior army officers,
there is no dispute about what happened afterwards.
Suharto, then a major-general, was not among the officers
kidnapped, leaving him free to strike back at the conspira-
tors, most of whom were Killed. He then turned his attention
to the popular President Sukarno, gradually undermining
his position to the point where he was able to seize the pres-
idency in March 1966.

In the months following Suharto's intervention on 1
October 1965, a white terror directed against the Indonesian
Communist Party, the PKI, wrongly blamed for the coup
attempt - and mass organisations associated with it, led to
hundreds of thousands of deaths. Some were at the hands of
the military acting on Suharto's orders, and many more at
the hands of mostly Muslim and Nationalist mobs inflamed
by anti-communist propaganda. The killings were incited in
particular by false allegations that members of the left-wing
women's organisation, Gerwani, had been involved in
sexual depravities at the base where the kidnapped generals
were taken.

An estimated 1.7 million people were thrown into prison
in the six months following Suharto's intervention. Many
men and women lost their lives in prisons across the coun-
try, at the hands of torturers or because of malnutrition. In
the early 1970s, the number of detainees was still around
70,000, most of whom were held without charge or trial
until 1979. In 1969, 12,000 male prisoners were banished to
the remote prison island of Buru where hundreds died of
starvation or mal-treatment. Hundreds of women were
dispatched to Plantungan, a detention centre in Central Java
which had formerly been a leprosy colony.

About two hundred of those arrested, mostly military
men or senior PKI figures, were brought to trial to legit-
imise Suharto's allegation that the PKI had organised the
events of 1 October and were planning to depose Sukarno,
but the vast majority were never tried.

In the decade which followed the events of 1965,

Indonesia was high on the list of human rights violators
with the largest number of untried political prisoners in the
world. No fewer than two dozen discriminatory laws and
regulations were enacted during the Suharto era, almost all
of which are still on the statute books. One such law is a
resolution adopted by the upper house, the MPR, in 1966
which outlaws the teaching of Marxism-Leninism. An
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Growing intolerance among religious groups

While the Bali bombing atrocities on 1 October(see box) were perpetrated by a small group of im.livzdua.ls

bent on using any means including terrorism to express their political views, other recent incidents in

urban centres in Java indicate a disturbing wider trend towards religious intolerance. Indonesia now faces

acts of aggression by several Muslim groups against other religions. Indonesian Islam has a reputation for

being moderate and compatible with democratic principles. But as in other parts of the world, some groups
now preach intolerance and reject democracy and pluralism.

In July a wave of attacks occurred in Bogor and Jakarta
against a Muslim organisation, Ahmadiyah, which has
enjoyed a strong following since the thirties and is known
for its liberal religious views. A group named FPI (Front
Pembela Islam, Front for the Defence of Islam) was in the
forefront of the attacks. In September another series of
attacks against Ahmadiyah took place in Cianjur, near
Bandung, the capital of West Java.

These incidents were widely covered in the Indonesian
media, which also reported strong protests against the
attacks by mainstream organisations and Muslim intellectu-
als. The issue became the subject of heated debate in several
seminars, which also attracted much attention across the
political spectrum in Indonesia.

Some weeks later, mobs launched attacks in West Java,
calling for seven churches to close down. They alleged that
the churches had not been granted permission to be in the
area and were becoming a nuisance to local people. These
attacks also provoked much criticism and anger among
mainstream religious organisations and more discussions
ensued. According to the law, all places of worship require
official permissjon.

A group known JIL (Jaringan Islam Liberal, Islam
Liberal Network) was also targeted. JIL was formed in 2001
to promote a spirit of tolerance among religious groups, and
attracted much attention, thanks to its activism, appearances
on radio talk shows and in newspaper articles. But it also
has had to confront a wave of intolerance, with several
small groups calling for the JIL to be banned. Far from
supporting these demands, the local community in the
neighbourhood came to the JIL's support, and helped to
protect its office against attacks.

‘Edict by Muslim Council

The vituperative attacks by the FPI came in the wake of
a series of fatwas or religious edicts, from Indonesia's
powerful Islamic scholars' council, the MUI. On July 29,
the council issued a number of fatwas condemning 'liberal-
ism, secularism, and pluralism'. The eleven fatwas were
read out at a meeting of 400 Islamic scholars from across
the country; among other things, they condemned inter-faith
prayers and marriages between people of different religions.

The MUI was set up during the Suharto dictatorship. Its

original purpose was to curb the Muslim religion, which -

Suharto saw as a threat to his rule, and re-shape the religion
along lines that would cease to represent a threat. But over
time, it has installed itself as an institution, not unlike the
Vatican, regulating Islam in a way that conforms with a
largely conservative outlook.

The growing conservatism among leading ulamas in the
MUI is a reflection of a similar strain of conservatism
affecting the two main religious organisations in Indonesia,

Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), which
together represent the majority of Indonesian Muslims. The
man who now heads Muhammadiyah as its elected chair-
man, Din Syamsuddin, is a prominent member of MUI, and
holds strongly conservative views, unlike former

- Muhammadiyah leaders. PKB (Partai Kebangkitan

Bangsa, Party of National Reawakening), the political wing
of NU, also reflects this shift towards conservatism. While
the PKB has maintained a spirit of inclusiveness, opening

_ its doors to non-Muslims, a splinter group has now emerged

that restricts membership to Muslims only.

Since the arrival of Islam from the Middle East in the
eleventh century, through traders from India, Islam has
existed peacefully, side by side with older beliefs, such as
Hinduism, Buddhism as well as animist practices. The vast
majority of Indonesia's 193 million Muslims who comprise
88 percent of the population, engage in a moderate form of
Islam. The current trend towards conservatism and intoler-
ance is gradually changing the face of Islam in Indonesia.

New style Abangan-Santri divide

Both the NU and Muhamadiyah were founded in Java,
where the abangan-santri dichotomy existed. The term
santri applies to the more pious Muslims while the term
abangan applies to those who are nominally Muslim but
generally live a more secular life, and often owe allegiance
to nationalist, that is to say, secular parties.

With the emergence of the world-wide phenomenon of
radicalism within Islam, many young Indonesian Muslims
were recruited to join the fight against communism in
Afghanistan, against the perceived evils of Zionism and
against American imperialism. They underwent very rigor-
ous training, including military training, in Pakistan,
Afghanistan and elsewhere. Much of this recruitment was
directed towards abangans, who became born-again
Muslims with extremist views. The predominant feature of
these people is a literal interpretation of the Qur’an and
intolerance towards people with other views.

Such training would certainly have helped to produce
individuals inspired by the idea of becoming martyrs as the
way to paradise and engaging in acts of terror as suicide
bombers. The horrific bombing in Bali in October is
believed to have been the work of three such men, whose
severed heads have been displayed on television and in the
media. The police are hoping that this gruesome display.
will help them to identify the bombers and lead them to the
masterminds of these atrocities. This sombre development
could well mean that Indonesia is likely to experience new
acts of terror in the coming weeks or months,

A similar trend has also occurred globally among
Christians with the emergence of a string of new, born-
again congregations. As yet, these trends have not found a
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footing in Indonesia. The Protestant church in Indonesia
came into being under the influence of Dutch and German
missionaries but in the last 25 years, a number of American
Protestant denominations have embedded themselves in
many parts of the country.

- While new and minuscule radical Muslim groups have
been showing their fist towards other religious groups, the
new Christian congregations, also very. radical in their
views, are as yet hardly visible in Indonesia. As is widely
acknowledged, George W. Bush owes his electoral victory
to the support of the fundamentalist Christian vote. But
there are no signs that the Bush presidency is wildly popu-
lar in Indonesia or that the religious and neocon overtones
of his administration are reverberating in Indonesia.

Secular leaders face a challenge |

Indonesia is always mentioned as being the country with
the largest Muslim population in the world. As in other
nation states with a majority of Muslims, notably Turkey
and Pakistan, Indonesian Muslims have also had their share
of political difficulties. A constant feature has been the
conflict between secular and religious leaders.

From 1945 till 1998, Indonesia was ruled by two secular
head of states, Sukarno and Suharto. While Sukarno epito-
mised the typical third world leader of the fifties, like
Nasser, Nkrumah and Nehru, Suharto was the prototype of
Cold War dictators with strong anti-Communist and anti-
Islam credentials. Both men were abangan Muslims and
were, in different ways, political failures. Neither of them
gained power through democratic elections. Sukarno
assumed the presidency with the support of the existing
political parties and the armed forces under Guided
Democracy. Suharto seized power as the result of a fero-
cious onslaught against the left, in particular the Indonesian
Communist Party, and staged five-yearly elections, during
which a de-politicised population gave him the legitimacy
he needed to remain in power.

For the first time in its history, democratic elections were
held in 2004, resulting in the election of Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono as President. Muslim parties and candidates did
not fare at all well, and once again, the world's largest
Muslim nation has shown its preference for an abangan to
take the helm.

During the first year of his presidency, Susilo has
displayed a somewhat bemused attitude towards the reli-
gious strife that has erupted in parts of the country. He has
ignored demands for Jemaah Islamiyah, a group espousing
views not unlike those of Al Quai'da, to be banned, perhaps
out of fear that this would alienate Muslim opinions and be
contrary to the democratic principles which now hold sway
in the country.

Attacks like those mentioned above, perpetrated by
groups which see themselves as religious purists, assuming
the robes of dangerous anti-apostasy, still express the views
of a small minority. However, unless these trends are
addressed properly by Indonesian civil society as well as by
those in authority, they could become a worrisome threat to
the country's secular traditions. Rather than taking these
groups on, NGOs need to speak up constantly in favour of
religious tolerance. They need to engage in a well-coordi-
nated programme to appeal to the country's youth, to coun-
teract a campaign of recruitment now being undertaken by

militants.

Second Bali bombing atrocity

On the evening of Saturday 1 October several bombs
exploded on the tourist island of Bali, killing at least 23
people including three of the apparent perpetrators, and
injuring dozens more. The atrocity occurred just three
years after a series of bombs killed 202 people in Kuta, at
the heart of Bali's tourist industry on 12 October 2002.

The latest attacks took place as this Bulletin was going
to press, so detailed comment is not possible. See
however the separate article on 'Growing intolerance
among religious groups'.

At 7.30 in the evening, when bars and cafes were busy
serving foreign tourists on the popular Jimbaran Beach, a
bomb exploded in the Menega Cafe, between the
candlelit tables. As diners fled, another bomb went off in
the Nyoman Café next door. Within minutes more bombs
exploded three miles away at the Raja noodles and steak
restaurant in Kuta. Most of the victims were Indonesians
in the eateries or nearby; others were from Australia and
elsewhere.

Bali was just recovering from the impact of the first
atrocity. A question on many people's minds now is: can
Bali recover this time or is the damage to its reputation as
a haven for tourists, back-packers and surfers irretriev-
ably damaged?

On this occasion, the perpetrators were suicide
bombers with explosives strapped round their waists.
They are believed to be from the militant group, Jemaah
Islamiyah, blamed for the first atrocity, or a splinter
group, and may have targeted Bali for several reasons.
Balinese are Hindus, unlike the vast majority of
Indonesians who are Muslims. Eighty per cent of the
Balinese workforce are involved in one way or another in
the tourist trade which Muslim fanatics regard as being
morally reprehensible. Furthermore, Bali is well-known
throughout the world, meaning that a bombing outrage
there would attract plenty of international attention.

Added to this is the likely motive of destabilising the
country's democratically elected, secular government.
According to initial investigations, three suicide bombers
were involved. Three severed heads were found in the
wreckage, believed to be those of the perpetrators.

This is the fourth bombing atrocity Indonesia has had
to endure. Following the first Bali bombing, attacks took
place in Jakarta, at the Marriott Hotel in August 2003 and
outside the Australian embassy in September 2004. Many
Indonesians were among the casualties on both occa-
sions, especially outside the Australian embassy. The
police made a number of arrests. Two of the men tried
were given death sentences.

The Indonesian police have identified two Malaysian

| militants as prime suspects. Azahari bin Husin and

Noordin Mohammed Top have been South-East Asia’s
most wanted men since the Bali bombings of 2002. Both
men are still at large. )
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Continued from page 12
A bad start for Ramadan

The decision to raise the cost of fuel was taken just a few
days before the start of Ramadan, the fasting month, a time
when prices always go up anyway. The end of Ramadan,
Idul Fitri, is traditionally the time when people travel far
and wide, to visit and pay their respects to parents. This
year, they will find that these excursions will be an even
heavier drain on the family purse.

Role of the IMF

Indonesia's economic problems go back to the late 1990s
when financial crises swept across South-East Asia, forcing
massive cutbacks in state spending in Indonesia. This
brought to an end the much-vaunted economic miracle
under Suharto and forced the dictator into a humiliating
plea to the International Monetary Fund for assistance. A
photo widely publicised at the time in the national and inter-
national press, shows Suharto signing the contract with IMF
chief, Michel Camdessus, towering behind him with his
arms crossed.

Although political pressure compelled the post-Suharto
government of Habibie to end its contract with the IMF, the
policies introduced did not change. Economist Sugeng
Bahagijo describes this as a 'home-grown' economic strat-
egy, because the IMF ideology still holds sway among
economic policy makers. While these policies were
welcomed by international financiers, writes Bahagijo,
'they have exacerbated the plight of the poor who were
already suffering from the crisis that had precipitated the
IMEF's intervention'. [[nside Indonesia, October-December
2005]

The IMF contract forced Indonesia to acknowledge the
need to step up repayment of its huge foreign debt totalling
$13 billion, more than three times the total public sector
wages bill and eight times the education budget. This
compelled the government to cut back on social services. As
a result of these reversals in policy, at least 110million
Indonesians - half the population of 220 million - still live
on less than two dollars a day.

High child mortality rate
In a statement issued on 30 September, UNICEF
lambasted Indonesia's deteriorating healthcare system for

contributing to the deaths of 2,400 children a day. The head

of the agency's office in Indonesia Gianfranco Rotigliano,
described this as a 'shocking tragedy’ caused by low immu-
nisation levels. As a result, nearly one million children are
dying every year from preventable diseases such as tuber-
culosis, measles, pertussis, diphtheria and tetanus.

‘Other reports point to 1.5 million malnourished children,
while the country's infant and maternity mortality rate is the
highest in Southeast Asia.

In April, a child in West Java was diagnosed as having
poliomyelitis, forcing an emergency vaccination
programme. In the past few months, at least 240 children
have been crippled by the disease. Indonesia has now been
stripped of its ten-year polio-free status.

As SBY approaches the first anniversary of his inaugura-
tion as President, he confronts a rapidly deteriorating econ-
omy and appalling deficiencies in education and the health-
care system. The fuel price increase and the Bali bombs
could hardly have come at a worse time.

Continued from page 4

faced the risk of personal injury or even death. Solving this
case and bringing the killers and their sponsors to justice is
a big test for President Yudhoyono's government and its
commitment to the rule of law.' [Human Rights Watch state-
ment. 7 September 2005]

Fact-Finding Team's conclusions

From December 2004 until June 2005, the murder was
closely scrutinised by a Fact-Finding Team set up by
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, with a broad
mandate to question anyone, including officials of state
institutions, who were required to participate fully in the
investigations. After completing its six-month mandate on
23 June, the Team delivered its report to the President and
announced its conclusion that the murder was the result of
a conspiracy. Since then, the investigations have been in the
hands of the police force.

Heading the Fact-Finding Team was a senior police
detective, Brigadier-General Marsudhi Hanafi, who was
quoted as saying, when the Team ended its mandate, that the
Team regarded Pollycarpus as the person 'who had opened
the door'.

But mystery still surrounds the findings of the Fact-
Finding Team as its report has not been made public. That
is a matter for the President and as yet, he has chosen not to
do so.

Speaking to the press, Suciwati said that although she
was pessimistic regarding the results of the Pollycarpus
trial, she was pinning her hopes on the government. She
ca :d on the government to do the following: To publish
the results of the investigations conducted by the TPF, to
conduct a review of the activities of the police to see what
they have accomplished so far, and if it becomes the evident
that the police are not able to cope, to set up a new commis-
sion to make sure that the mastermind of the murder is
revealed. She said that the TPF had mentioned several
names in connection with the murder but these persons have
not be taken to court.

What motive could Pollycarpus possibly have had (to
murder Munir), she asked. After all, he is only a pilot.

1997-1998 kidnappings

It is indeed ironic that, while the Munir murder trial is
underway, there is renewed interest in the fate of twelve
young activists who disappeared at the end of 1997.
Investigations conducted by the National Human Rights
Commission, Komnas HAM, have come to conclusion that
these activists died at the hands of their kidnappers. A
member of the Commission, Ruswiati Suryasaputra, told
the press that they have enough evidence to prove that these
forced disappearances were carried out with the support of,
or using the power of state agencies, and therefore qualify
as a gross human rights violation. Komnas HAM says it has
collected enough evidence to put the military officers
responsible on trial in a human rights court.

Munir was very much preoccupied with these disappear-
ances at the time, and it was this case that inspired him to
set up Kontras, the Commission for Disappearances and the
Victims of Violence.
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