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Intelligence agency implicated in Munir's murder

As the first phase of investigations into the murder of Indonesia's foremost human rights activist,
Munir, draws to a close, more evidence has emerged linking the country's intelligence agency, BIN, to
the murder. The focus of attention is a high-ranking, retired army officer who was head of the agency
at the time of the murder. Information has also come to light that the conspirators had considered
several ways of killing Munir. So far only one person has been arrested.

The conspiracy that led to the murder of Munir last
September has continued to provoke widespread condem-
nation across the world while in Indonesia, on-going inves-
tigations have been extensively reported in the media. The
Fact-Finding Team set up by presidential decision to
conduct investigations ended its six-month mandate on 23
June. It has produced a 100-page report which has been
presented to President. Members of the Team said that the
report would not be made public.

RLA Laureates mourn Munir's death

The tragedy was the focus of attention at the 25th
Anniversary in June of the Right Livelihood Award when
Laureates from around the world paid tribute to Munir who
received the award in 2000. His widow, Suciwati, attended
the gathering held in Salzburg, Austria as a guest of honour.
She arrived in Salzburg straight from Washington D.C.
where she spoke to members of the US Congress. In
Salzburg, she was interviewed extensively by Austrian and
international media.

In a statement to the Laureates, Suciwati said:

T want to raise the matter of the death of my husband,
Munir, a human rights activist, who died on board a Garuda
plane from a lethal dose of arsenic. He was poisoned
because of his human rights activities. Many death threats
were made against him, but they were never taken seriously.
There were at least seven bomb threats, including two
against our home and one against his office, as well as a
physical attack by a group of thugs and militias. Only one
of these incidents was ever taken to court. This shows that
he was a target and that this was a political murder.’

The RLA Laureates adopted a declaration in the form of
a letter addressed to President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
calling on him to ensure that the on-going investigations
into the murder 'of our fellow Laureate, Munir, lead to the
disclosure of the true perpetrators of his murder and to
ensure that those persons are brought to justice without

delay.! The letter expressed concern that Indonesia's judi-
cial authorities may not take account of the findings of the
Fact-Finding Team set up in Indonesia, nor will the nature
of the conspiracy be uncovered 'which the fact-finding team
identified as going to the heart of military intelligence’'.
'This is not just a question of justice for Munir and his
family but is also vital for the protection of the whole
human rights community in Indonesia,' the letter said.
When Laureates, Angie Zelter of the UK and Carmel
Budiardjo of the UK and Indonesia, contacted the
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ACEH

December, the governor of the province, Abdullah Puteh,
was arrested and detained on charges of corruption.

These problems have, to some extent, been acknowledged
by the central government. The decision to establish a
special implementing agency called BRR with overarching
powers for the reconstruction was one such admission. The
appointment of Kuntoro Mangkusubroto, a man with a
reputation as a reputable, 'clean' bureaucrat, to head the
BRR, was a constructive attempt to limit the scope for the
'usual' problems. The most significant departure from the
usual way of doing things was the decision to allow him to
report directly to the President, thus cutting out the overly
bureaucratic approach to decision-making that characterises
Indonesia. According to Saiful Mahdi, chair of the Aceh
Institute, this lack of bureaucratic red tape is a critical step
towards solving the problems afflicting Aceh.

However, this is not to say there are no challenges ahead.
After all, the infrastructure has suffered a double assault,
destruction by nature, as well as destruction caused by the
conflict.

Corruption is certain to be one of the biggest challenges,
because so much money is pouring into Aceh thanks to the
international response to calls for financial assistance. One
NGO, SAMAK. claims that some £15 million has already
gone missing. The money cannot be accounted for in the
government's figures. SAMAK has accused local govern-
ment officials of busying themselves in a power struggle
rather than seriously working to rebuild Aceh.

Moreover, the creation of a new government agency, with
yet another line of accountability could itself create new
problems, given the already complex and often overlapping
power structures in Aceh. The BRR may be the lead agency
running reconstruction in the province for the next five
years but local government will have to follow their lead for
clean and decisive government to have an impact.

International role

The international community in post-tsunami Aceh has
been doing much needed work. Locals have welcomed
them with open arms. While there have been banners carry-
ing angry remarks about international groups, these have
come from militant Islamic groups, most of whom are not
Acehnese and went to Aceh to conduct their operations with
government permission, to 'balance' the presence of numer-
ous international agencies, many of which are Christian.
While the international community has made an invaluable
contribution, the principle challenge they face is how to
improve their work with better co-ordination. Until now,
co-ordination between the stakeholder groups has been
poor; in some places, several groups have turned up to work
in the same village.

Some international programmes have been accused of
undermining local culture. Cash-for-work programmes, for
example, have provided Acehnese with paid work, doing
tasks such as cleaning streets and removing rubble, may be
doing more harm than good. While in principle it is good to
offer Acehnese the chance to earn money, Aceh has a
culture of gotong royong (the principle of mutual assis-
tance). Juanda, chair of People's Crisis Centre in Aceh, said
that international NGOs need to consider whether the work
programmes offered are simply a job or really based on the
gotong royong principle.

Another area in which local needs are not being suffi-
ciently considered is shelter. There are many reports of
barracks built by the government or international NGOs
while the Acehnese who will have to live in them have not

been consulted.

Ongoing conflict _

The ongoing conflict will also be a challenge in terms of
a sustained international presence in the province. This does
not come from the Acehnese, the majority of whom
welcome them, but because of xenophobic and pseudo
nationalist elements in Indonesia who are hostile to the idea
of foreigners getting involved in Aceh. This can be
described as the 'East Timor syndrome'; foreigners were
perceived as having intervened in East Timor, with the
result that Indonesia 'lost' Timor. The recent shooting of an
ICRC foreign staff member is an example of the hostility
towards international work, and the potential vulnerability
of foreign humanitarian workers in a conflict situation.

Local NGOs and the local population

Local NGOs seem to be more effective in responding to
the needs of the population. Considering their limited
capacity and taking account of what they have managed to
deliver, their achievements are quite impressive. The prin-
ciple challenges they face are security and a related lack of
humanitarian space.

Questions of space and security continue to dog Acehnese
groups. It is not true that Aceh is now completely open and
any humanitarian work can proceed without hindrance.
Locations where organisations can work are limited to
Banda Aceh and Aceh Besar. Places elsewhere are difficult
to visit, not only logistically but also for security and
administrative reasons. Where international groups might
have better protection than locals due to the privileges of
their position as foreign nationals in Aceh, local groups
remain incredibly vulnerable.

The other major problem for local groups is their limited
capacity, which means that they are in need of strong
support in some areas. This has been further exacerbated by
the fact that some of the best Acehnese activists have
shifted their activities to aid agencies. There are numerous
reports of Acehnese activists leaving their organisations in
pursuit of higher wages, job security and better records for
their CVs by working with international agencies.

But these are not the only problems. Perhaps the most
difficult issue is that many tsunami survivors and
Internally-Displaced People have inadequate information
about programmes or policies affecting them in their area or
how to access decision-making channels. Information that
would allow people to make informed decisions about plans
impacting on their lives and their future are simply not
available. The Acehnese might very well agree with very
controversial decisions taken by the government if the
information helping them take that decision were made
available to them.

Language problem

This is obvious in the lack of availability in local
languages of information on what is happening in the
reconstruction process. The vast majority of information is
only available in English. This even applies to many
government plans which are written exclusively in English.
Presumably this is to meet the requirements of the many
foreigners in Aceh but it leaves the Acehnese at a loss to
know what is going on. Meetings between local communi-
ties or NGOs are also generally conducted in English. Some
may see this as a trivial matter but in reality it has created a
gulf in communication and co-operation between local and
international humanitarian groups. *
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