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New campaign to release political prisoners

In the three years of the Megawati presidency, there was an explosive growth in the number
of political prisoners. Up to 2,000 political prisoners are now serving sentences all over the
country, from Sabang to Merauke. Following the downfall of the dictator Suharto in May
1998, a fresh wind blew and more than 230 political prisoners were released in a series of

presidential amnesties during the Habibie and Wahid presidencies.

However, during the time Megawati was president, there
was a serious backlash, with repressive legislation being
used extensively against a variety of 'dissidents'.
Government critics, including labour and political activists
as well as journalists, were put on trial. But the vast major-
ity of prisoners were Acehnese accused of being involved in
GAM activities.

A considerable number of Papuans and Malukans are also
serving long sentences . Some have been found guilty of
nothing more than hoisting a flag or attending peaceful
political meetings.

No access to prisoners in Aceh

Monitoring and updating human rights conditions in Aceh
have become virtually impossible. The handful of human
rights lawyers still functioning in the province complain
about the difficulty of meeting their clients at a time when
a very large number of people are being processed in the
courts. According to the most up-to-date information
(October 2004) we have been able to acquire, some 1,777
'GAM suspects' have been tried and sentenced, including
fifty-two women. The vast majority are being held in Aceh
but twenty-two prisoners have been transferred to the noto-
rious Tanjung Gusta camp in Medan, North Sumatra. This
is a very isolated prison camp.

Due to the intolerable conditions persisting in Aceh, regu-
lar monitoring of the conditions of the prisoners is virtually
impossible. This includes the supply of food and medicinal
support from outside, as well as the possibility for relatives
to make regular visits. Many prisoners are suffering from
the traumatic after-effects of injuries inflicted during torture
sessions which would be greatly helped by regular coun-
selling.

More than eighty per cent of the defendants were not
assisted by defence lawyers. The trials were completed in
record time and more often than not, the only evidence
produced was the confession made by the accused which in
most cases was extracted by means of torture [see also
TAPOL Bulletin No 175, March/April 2004].

487 prisoners transferred to Java

There are prisoners in virtually every prison in Aceh.
However, since the beginning of 2004, a large number have
been transferred to twenty-six prisons located in all parts of -
Java. Those transferred are all serving sentences of at least
three years. [See also 'Horrendous abuses persist in Aceh'].

The transfer of prisoners to places thousands of kilome-
tres from home is contrary to the UN Standard Minimum
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners which also stipulates
that family members should be informed of the transfer. In
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confiscated.

But the long period of food shortage, living in dank cells
and sleeping on a concrete platform took its toll. Adam fell
ill with tuberculosis which persisted until after he was
released in 1978.

He gives a very moving account of the re-union with his
mother, brothers and sisters, and children at the time of his
release. (His wife had died some months before he was
arrested in 1965.)

I rushed forward and embraced my youngest sister who I
had always been very fond of. She welcomed me, her face
Sfull of emotion. She could not say a word and tears were
streaming down her cheeks. During the whole time I had
been in prison, my sisters had never visited me. We had not
met for more than thirteen years, and they were shocked to
see me as I now was.’

Although his release document bore the words BEBAS
PENUH (Fully Released), this was far from true as released
prisoners were subjected to a range of restrictions and the
requirement to report regularly to the local military.

Let us hope that this prison memoire dealing with a
harrowing period in Indonesia's recent history is widely
read, as it deserves to be. ¥

Carmel Budiardjo
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Environmental activist jailed

One of Indonesia's best-known and highly respected
environmental activists, Bestari Raden, has been sentenced
to two years and six months imprisonment, on charges of
being a member of the Aceh Freedom Movement, GAM.
Bestari and his team of lawyers vigorously deny the charge
and have vowed to challenge it in the courts.

Bestari was arrested by local police for organising a
protest rally against PT Medan Remaja Timber for plun-
dering protected forests in Kubang Gajah village, South
Aceh. But the court alleged that Bestari took part in a raid
conducted by members of GAM in several villages in
South Aceh in October 2002. GAM has strongly denied
that Bestari was in any way involved.

Bestari has been involved for years in environmental
issues in Aceh and in recent years, has focused his attention
on protesting against the construction of the Ladia Galaska
Highway because it will cut through. protected forest in
Aceh and North Sumatra.

A member of his legal defence team, Bambang, said
after the verdict was announced that the prosecutors had
failed to present a single witness who could testify to
having seen him being involved with GAM. Those who did
appear could only say they had heard about it from other
people.

Bambang condemned the court proceedingss for having
been 'politically motivated'. 'His past activities have had
nothing to do with rebellion.' {The Jakarta Post, 6 October
2004] *

continued from page 18

International acclaim
In 2000, he became a laureate of the Right Livelihood
Award in Sweden, an award that is widely recognised as
the alternative Nobel prize. The citation praised him 'for his
courage and dedication in fighting for human rights and the
civilian control of the military in Indonesia’. In the same
year, his organisation KONTRAS was given the Yap Thlam
Hien award, the highest award in Indonesia for services to
human rights. He was also named Man of the Year by the
Muslim periodical, UMMAT.

Personal note

TAPOL staff members enjoyed a close personal, working
relationship with Munir. We got to know the young Munir
in the days when he dealt with workers' struggles in
Surabaya. He moved from East Java to Jakarta at a time
when the Legal Aid Institute, the YLBHI, was overwhelmed
by personal and political differences between the older and
younger generations. It was Munir who was able to take the
lead, acting as a beacon, a wise activist capable of restoring
the organisation to its original purpose, that of seeking
justice in a period of political chaos which characterised the
final years of the Suharto dictatorship.

Several of us met Munir on many occasions, in Indonesia
as well as overseas, and we will never forget the passion
and dedication with which he carried out his work, whether
at the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva, the
numerous international gatherings in Portugal, the
Netherlands and elsewhere, and his unrelenting efforts to
push for reform of the Indonesian military.

_Our thoughts go out to his wife and two children who lost
a partner and parent so early in life.
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continued from page 23

July 2003, two months after the imposition of martial law in
May. She was seized while, along with other villagers, she
was evacuating to another part of Aceh Jaya as the security
situation was deteriorating. She was accused of being a
member of Inong Balee and sentenced to three years. She
admitted in court that she had taken part in military training,
but insisted that she had been under duress to do so. In parts
of Aceh where the position of GAM was very strong, fami-
lies were ordered to provide one family member to take part
in this training. 'My father wasn't happy about this but I
decided to take part, otherwise our family might suffer,' she
said. But she only spent a week on the training after which
she returned home to her village. She said there is no differ-
ence between the military training by GAM and the army's
military training, except that it is done in Acehnese.

Her only hope is for peace to be restored in Aceh. She said
she voted for Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono as president, with
this in mind.

Rahmaniah

This 38-year old woman was taken into custody when
troops came to her home looking for her two brothers, who
are both suspected of being GAM members. She was
charged in court with giving a hiding place to members of
GAM and failing to report their whereabouts. She was
sentenced to a year and a half. She has taken her two small

children, a girl aged two and a boy aged four, into prison.
%k
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Acehnese women prisoners

There are several dozen women among the many hundreds of Acehnese who have been arrested in
the past few years. Some were arrested simply for being married to members of GAM, or are being
held as hostages for their husbands. Some were pregnant when they were arrested, and some had
no alternative but to take their small children into prison with them. Most are being held in the

Lhok Nga Women's Prison in Aceh Besar.

Rape sexual harassment

According to an Urgent Action issued on 22 October by
Amnesty International, reliable sources have revealed that
rape is systematically used by members of the Indonesian
army and police, to subdue the Acehnese.

A regulation is in place ordering all people to go to the
nearby army or police post, under the pretext of checking
whether the women are members of the GAM women's
unit, Inong Balee. At first, parents may accompany their
daughters but if the security forces believe that a woman is
a member of the unit, she must report alone. According to
Amnesty: 'The women are drugged then raped and become
the sexual commodity of the TNI and police personnel.’

The Urgent Action draws attention to seven women, the
youngest of whom, Sidjut Hanum, is 12 years old. The
oldest in the group is Salwa Hanum, who is 22.

The UA also states that the army and police have targeted
GAM families. '"They force the wives or daughters of GAM
guerrillas to come to their posts where they force them to
strip while the TNI/Polri personnel molest them and rape
them in front of other family members.'

The following cases are taken from the latest issue of the
monthly, Acehkita, which is focused on ' Acehnese Women
Under Martial Law'.

Salbiah alias Elit Baleno

The woman serving the longest sentence for alleged
involvement with GAM is in fact a Javanese woman who
came to Aceh with her parents more than a decade ago as
transmigrants. As we report elsewhere, Salbiah, who is 18
years old, is serving an eighteen-year sentence. She was
seized while travelling by bus to visit her parents. The bus
was ordered to halt and all the passengers were ordered out
by soldiers on what is known as a 'sweeping'. One of the
soldiers claimed that he recognised Salbiah from her identity
card photo as the sought-after commander of a women's
fighting unit, known as Inong Balee'. The fact that she did
not understand a word of Acehnese made no difference. She
was tried and found guilty during proceedings which she was
unable to understand, without the help of a defence lawyer.

She had been taken to several detention centres and inter-
rogated. She was forced to strip down to her panties as her
tormenters claimed that they were looking for tattoo marks
(which they never found). She was beaten for refusing to
confess to the charges. Although she insisted that she knew
nothing about GAM, she eventually decided to sign the
interrogation report known as BAP to avoid further
maltreatment. This fabricated document became the basis
for her trial and conviction.

Cut Nurasyikin .
Cut Nurasyikin is a well-known figure in Aceh, the chair
of a women's organisation, Srikandi Aceh and the proprietor

of the popular Hotel Rajawali in Banda Aceh. Members of
the peace-keeping negotiation teams stayed at the hotel.

She was arrested on 21 May 2003 and charged with rebel-
lion (makar). Without a trace of material evidence, the pros-
ecution accused her of being the commander of the
women's fighting unit, Inong Balee. She was found guilty
and was sentenced to eleven years. The sentence she
received as compared with the 18 years given to Salbiah
exposes the arbitrary nature of the way the judicial system
in Aceh functions.

Since her arrest, the office of her organisation, Srikandi
Aceh has been deserted, with other members not daring to
go there, especially after the police raided the office. The
organisation was set up in 1999 and has legal status, having
been registered with the authorities in November 1999. Its
activities included holding press conferences to protest
against the use of violence against women and drawing
attention to other women's issues. Some of its activists have
now fled to Malaysia or Thailand. In the meanwhile, Hotel
Rajawali has been badly damaged. 'They did that,’ said Cut
Nurasyikin, 'because they say that I am a separatist.'

Srokandi Aceh has been regularly involved in humanitar-
ian activities, along the lines of the Red Cross, organising
the provision of medicines and other support for displaced
persons. It also organises education activities for the chil-
dren of displaced persons.

According to Cut Nurasyikin, of the fifty-one women pris-
oners in Lhok Nga, only seventeen are members of Inong
Balee. Yet, forty have been convicted of involvement with
GAM, in some cases for nothing more than giving rice to
GAM members or buying them a pack of fags.

Mutia

This 19-year old woman has been convicted only because
she is the wife of a GAM fighter, whom she married in
March 2003. After her marriage, she continued with her
studies at university.

On 4 September 2003, while on her way to her campus,
she was seized in a sweeping and taken into custody because
the soldiers recognised her as the wife of Tgk Nasrul, a
GAM member who is being hunted down by the military.
Mutia told Acehkita: One of the soldiers said: 'You knew
your husband was a GAM so why didn't you report him?'

At the time of her-arrest, she was two months pregnant. In
court a short time after her arrest, she was sentenced to a
year and two months. She gave birth in prison to a baby boy
in March this year, named Raja.

According to Acehkita, her views have not altered. When
they spoke to her, she called on Indonesia's recently elected
president to 'arrest all the political prisoners'.

Nilawati
This 22-year old woman from Aceh Jaya was arrested on 17

continued on page 20
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