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Ar 1y officers cleared of grave crimes in East Timor

The announcement in August that the High Court in Jakarta had quashed the sentences of top-rank-
ing Indonesian army officers who were found guilty of grave crimes in East Timor after the East
Timorese had voted overwhelmingly for independence has infuriated all those hoping that those who
caused such widespread havoc and killings would be duly punished for their crimes.The jubilant
response in Jakarta to this travesty highlights the utter lack of a sense of responsibility in the political

elite for the crimes perpetrated in East Timor.

The mayhem which followed the referendum on East
Timor's future in August 1999 led to a quarter of a million
people being forcibly moved to West Timor and the death of
around 1,500 Timorese. Almost the entire infractructure of
East Timor was destroyed in the process. This was the
Indonesian army's parting gift to a people whose country
they had brutally occupied for nearly 25 years.

Three top-ranking military officers and a police officer
who were found guilty of these acts of destruction had been
tried by a special court in Jakarta set up in 2001 to deflect
international criticism.

Foremost among the officers found guilty was Major-
General Adam Damiri who was responsible for overall
control of East Timor in the closing years of the occupation.
Another found guilty was Colonel Noer Muis. Damiri has
since been involved in offensive operations in Aceh, while
Muis is now teaching ethics at the army's staff college.

The acquittal of Damiri, Muis and two others means that
not a single Indonesian officer will be punished, while the
only ones to have their convictions upheld are two East
Timorese, the former governor of East Timor, Abilio
Soares, and militia leader Eurico Guterres, whose sentence
was halved.

Although the prosecutors could challenge the decision in
Indonesia's Supreme Court, there are no signs that they
intend to do so. A UN-appointed prosecutor for serious
crimes in East Timor, Nicholas Koumjian, said the acquit-
tals showed that Indonesia had failed to demonstrate its
commitment to uphold human rights and the rule of law.
'"The international community should now act to make sure
impunity is not allowed to continue.'

Amnesty International said in a statement: "The trials and
appeals in Indonesia have been flawed from the very start.
The UN must ensure that its commitment to bring the
perpetrators of human rights abuses to justice is fulfilled.'
[The Guardian, 7 August 2004]

Usman Hamid of Kontras, Indonesia's Commission for
the Disappeared and the Victims of Violence, called this 'a
terible decision,’ saying: 'We should be ashamed.’

[Financial Times, 7 August 2004]

The acquittals are seen as a victory for the Indonesian
army and the political elite whose sense of deep humiliation
at the 'loss' of East Timor continues to rankle.

International tribunal needed

Following the acquittals, TAPOL has renewed its call for an
International Tribunal for East Timor to be set up, stressing
that alternative judicial mechanisms are the only way forward.
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