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INTERNATIONAL ROUND-UP

‘another developing economy to APEC’, bal-
ancing the members which are developed and
newly industrialised nations. But the leg-up
could come at a price. A less publicised result of
Chilean membership could be an end to
Chilean support for the cause of East Timor in
UN human rights fora.

INDONESIA

ario Carrascalao, former governor of Fast

Timor, was appointed Indonesia’s ambas-
sador to Romania last October. He told jour-
nalists that his appointment revealed govern-
ment endorsement of his work and role in the
past. ‘It is out of the question for a traitor to be
appointed ambassador.” He vowed to tell the
Romanian people about East Timor, and never
to remain silent regarding the people’s interests.

PORTUGAL

he seven East Timorese who asked for polit-

ical asylum in Jakarta at the Swedish and
Finnish embassies last June (Timor Link 27,
p.4) have been allowed by the Indonesian
authorities to leave Indonesia. They arrived in
Lisbon at the end of 1993. In press confer-
ences, they recounted their experiences of per-
secution in the wake of the 1991 Santa Cruz
massacre in which three of them had been
wounded. The Portuguese foreign minister
promised student grants so that they could
pursue their studies. He welcomed their release
as a ‘positive’ sign, whereas some commenta-
tors, noting the forthcoming session of the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights,
dismissed the action as an effort by Indonesia
to improve its image.

EUROPE/ACP

n 8 October European parliamentarians

and delegates of the African, Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) group of countries adopted a res-
olution on the final day of the ACP-EC joint
assembly in Brussels, urging an international
arms embargo and diplomatic pressure on
Indonesia ‘until clear signals are given that the
Indonesian government is prepared to create
conditions allowing the people of East Timor to
exercise their right to self-determination and
independence’.

The joint assembly requested that the resol-
ution be put before the ACP-EEC Council of
Ministers, the European Commission, the
Indonesian government and the UN Security
Council.

The Indonesian government has set up a
lobby to influence members of the European
Parliament, and has been actively recruiting
MEPs, some members of the EP-Indonesia
Friendship Association, to participate in a visit
to Indonesia and Fast Timor. A number of Por-
tuguese MPs approached turned down the
offer
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The primacy of
economic
interests

MARK CURTIS, a former research fellow at
the Royal Institute of International Affairs,
describes how the economic interests of
the Western powers have prevented them
from adequately pressuring the
Indonesian regime over human rights.

s well as providing a significant market for

Western arms sales, Indonesia under Suhar-
to has consistently offered other Western busi-
nesses the opportunity to benefit from the
country’s political ‘stability’, most notably in
the exploitation of the country’s vast mineral
resources. This is the principal reason why the
Western states have acquiesced in Suharto’s
brutal rule at home and in the violence in East
Timor.

A few months before the invasion, a Con-
federation of British Industry report noted that
Indonesia presented ‘enormous potential for
the foreign investor’ and that according to the
press, the country enjoyed a ‘favourable polit-
ical climate’ and the encouragement of for-
eign investment by the country’s authorities,
though ‘the [CBI] mission acknowledges that
investing and operating in Indonesia is not
without its problems’. RTZ, BP, British Gas and
Britoil are some of the British companies who
have since taken advantage of Indonesia’s polit-
ical ‘stability’ and favourable investment cli-
mate.

Aid and trade

In the mid-1980s it was also reported that
Britain ‘is to break with recent policy’ and offer
aid on ‘soft loan terms’ to Indonesia, at the
same time that British aid to the country was the
largest to any in East Asia. Britain reportedly
‘finally agreed to meet a requirement laid down
by President Suharto’ that soft loans should be
granted at low interest rates, repaid over 25
years and with a seven-year grace period. The
deal was worth £130 million and made Indone-
sia the world’s second largest recipient of British
soft loans.

Currently, leading Western aid donors are
continuing their economic support for the
Suharto regime, with agreements to provide
£2.8 billion in 1992 and £3.4 billion in 1993,
whilst Britain’s minister for overseas develop-
ment praises the country for having a ‘well
deserved reputation for sound macro-economic
management’. A US Department of Commerce
publication similarly notes that Indonesia offers
‘excellent trade and investment opportunities
for US companies’ under a headline reading,
Indonesia: Trade opportunities here too good to be
ignored.

The consequences of the Indonesian
regime’s economic priorities reflect those preva-
lent throughout the West’s Third World
domains: the lowest 20 per cent of earners

account for only 9 per cent of total household
income, whilst the top 10 per cent account for
over a quarter of all income. ‘Indonesia’s
income per head’, the Economist notes, ‘is only
$550. But the richest 10 per cent of Indone-
sians spend about as much as the average con-
sumer in Portugal. These conditions are main-
tained by repression of the political opposi-
tion, trade unions and other forces
endeavouring to secure developmental change
to the benefit of the impoverished.’

As well as the economic opportunities in
Indonesia, East Timor offers Western business
interests the prospect of substantial profits;
here, Australia has led the way.

Australia’s role

A year after the invasion of East Timor the Japan
Times reported on negotiations between an
Australian oil company and Indonesia on
extracting the vast oil resources in the Timor
sea, whose ‘200-mile stretch of water consti-
tutes the only gap in the resources line agreed
between Australia and Indonesia’. An Aus-
tralian official commented that, with the dis-
pute over East Timor, ‘Australia’s access to a
potentially good oil area remains in doubt.
Until the East Timor issue is out of the way and
fully resolved’, he commented, ‘there s little we
can do publicly.” Australia subsequently did its
level best to ensure the issue was ‘out of the
way’ by recognising Indonesian incorporation
of the territory. Prime Minister Malcolm Fras-
er noted in 1976 that the invasion of Fast Timor
‘introduced some strain in our relations’ with
Indonesia but ‘we should look forward rather
than backwards’. In December 1989, the
resources issue was finally resolved with a joint
agreement to exploit the Timor Sea, involving
Australian, British and US companies, amongst
others, A month following the Dili massacre, in
December 1991, an untroubled Australian gov-
ernment approved with Indonesia 11 oil pro-
duction contracts for exploitation of a jointly
controlled area of the sea.

As a necessary corollary, Australia has con-
tinued its customary apologias for Indonesian
barbarity in East Timor. In a 1991 interview
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans noted the ‘ongo-
ing human rights problems that crop up from
time to time in East Timor’ and that ‘the
sovereign reality of the incorporation of East
Timor is something that our country has accept-
ed since the late 1970s... We simply can’t lead
ourselves to an exercise which is premised on
the non-acceptance of a sovereign incorpora-
tion of East Timor into the Republic of Indone-
sia’. The Timor Gap Treaty was, he explained,
‘an enormous economic opportunity’ for both
Australia and Indonesia. By November 1992
Foreign Minister Evans was speaking of ‘a new
high point in the relationship’ with Indonesia
in trade and economic matters.

A new direction?

There have been some recent signs of willing-
ness on the part of the US administration to
put pressure on Indonesia over human rights
abuses in East Timor. In 1992 the US Congress
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halted the US-Indonesia military training pro-
gramme and in July 1993 the US blocked the
transfer of four warplanes from Jordan to
Indonesia. In September the Senate Foreign
Affairs Committee voted for an amendment to
the Foreign Appropriations Bill which asked
the president to consult with Congress to deter-
mine whether improvements in the human
rights situation have taken place before approv-
ing arms sales.

The significance of a halt in arms sales in
putting pressure on rogue regimes was high-
lighted in British Foreign Office documents
leaked on Chile in 1985. The documents stat-
ed that applying an arms embargo would be a
‘striking political gesture on our behalf’ against
human rights abuses. The breaking off of diplo-
matic relations, meanwhile, ‘would be an effec-
tive way of demonstrating our concern to the
Chileans’. Britain did vote in favour of the
March 1993 UN Human Rights Commission
resolution critical of Indonesia’s human rights
record in East Timor. However, there have
been no signs from the British government that
a moratorium on arms sales is in the offing.
Rather, further sales of Hawk aircraft are
expected to follow shortly.

As talks on East Timor at the UN between
Portugal and Indonesia continue under the

auspices of the secretary-general, there are cur-
rently few indications, even given the US moves
on arms sales noted above, that the leading
Western states are willing to press Indonesia
sufficiently to change policy on East Timor and
prepare the territory for self-determination, in
line with international law. The issue is a sacred
cow in the Indonesian military establishment,
which effectively governs the country. Rather,
the evidence suggests that Western policy will
continue to be dictated by commercial interests
which ~ with numerous precedents — override
considerations of human rights and interna-
tional law. The leading Western states would
prefer to profit from the socio-economic con-
ditions offered by the Indonesian military
regime, despite the fact that, in the words of
Amnesty International, ‘disregard for human
life is an integral part of the Indonesian secur-
ity forces’ approach to its work’ and ‘in the
quarter of a century since it came to power,
the government of Indonesia has been respon-
sible for a staggering range of violations of
human rights’

This article comprises the final two sections of Mark
Curtis’s paper published in 1993 entitled The West,
Indonesia and East Timor.

Helping to keep
the candle of
freedom alight

WILL McMAHON, a member of the British
Coalition for East Timor and joint national
coordinator of Campaign against the Arms
Trade, describes the impact of November’s
UK Free East Timor tour.

he Free East Timor tour was the most ambi-

tious event organised by the Coalition since
its foundation in December 1991. The two
speakers who travelled the length and breadth
of Britain were Jose Antonio Amorim Dias, the
European representative of the National Coun-
cil for Maubere Resistance, and Maria Braz,
whose family fled East Timor and went to live in
Portugal as part of the East Timorese commu-
nity there.

Neither of the speakers will be able to return
to their place of birth until the Indonesian occu-
pation of East Timor is over. Both bore witness
to the repression and resistance of the people of
East Timor.

Spreading awareness

During the tour ordinary people became aware
of facts which spoke for themselves. The per-
sonal account of the Indonesian occupation
given by Jose brought home to audiences the
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real human cost of the struggle for self-deter-
mination. Jose, who was forced to witness the tor-
ture and murder of his father and was himself
tortured by the military, explained that when
he and Maria spoke, they spoke for all those
who are silenced by such terror. Maria spoke
of, among other things, the systematic sexual
and physical abuse that Timorese women suffer
at the hands of the Indonesian security services,
and of the forced population control pro-
gramme they have to endure.

The speakers, which took a large photo-exhi-
bition on the tour, addressed 25 meetings in
England, Scotland and Wales and were given a
warm welcome everywhere. As a result, over
1,000 more people now know at first hand about
the East Timorese campaign for freedom.

Their visit was also an opportunity to lobby
policy-makers and to encourage the media to
report the situation in East Timor. In two and a
half weeks Jose and Maria were interviewed by
ten national and local radio stations, as well as
the BBC World Service. They also had a busy
itinerary of visits to MPs, MEPs, Lords, church
officials, and trade unions. Representatives of all
the major opposition political parties and the
international committee of the Trades Union
Congress had discussions with the Timorese
guests. There was also a reception at the Por-
tuguese embassy. For many this was the first
time that they had heard a detailed account of
the situation. All offered to take up the issue of
East Timor.

Questioning British policy
As a result of this work, the government faced
further questions in parliament about the sale

of Hawks to Indonesia. The Labour Party
renewed correspondence with Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd about the issue.

The Foreign Office, after some persuasion,
agreed to meet Jose and Maria. Foreign Office
desk officer for Indonesia, Richard Sands, who
met the two, was unable to give categorical assur-
ance that British military equipment sold to
Indonesia had not been used in East Timor.
Neither could he agree to a proposal for a par-
liamentary delegation to East Timor. He also
treated with disdain Jose’s eyewitness account
that he had sighted British-made Hawks in East
Timor, which apparently did not fall under the
category of castiron evidence. Since the Indone-
sian armed forces have not engaged with any
foreign enemy since confrontation with Britain
in the 1960s over the Malaysian Federation con-
flict, the British government must know what
the planes being purchased are for. This per-
haps explains the reticence of government offi-
cials to agree to a parliamentary delegation —
no matter how formal or staged such a visit
might be.

Breaking the silence on East Timor

The tour was timed to coincide with the second
anniversary of the 1991 Santa Cruz massacre.
On 12 November 1993 over 50 people took part
in a candle-light vigil on the steps of St Martin-
in-the-Fields near Trafalgar Square in London.
This was followed by a social event organised
together with Campaign Against the Arms Trade
(CAAT). Over 100 people heard Jose and Maria
explain how important the support given to
them by the people they had met had been.
Jose explained that those resisting the occupa-
tion in East Timor would hear of the tour and
take heart that the silence on East Timor in the
UK was being broken.

All those involved in the tour felt it made a
good start in organising a nationwide network
to campaign for East Timorese self-determina-
tion.

The tour was, of course, part of a wider inter-
national movement to end the occupation. In
the United States a decade of work by activists is
now bearing fruit with a noticeable change in
attitude by the Clinton administration. In Swe-
den the sale of military equipment was stopped
in November 1993 after a wideranging public
campaign and debate on the issue. Britain is
probably the biggest arms supplier to Jakarta.
There is clearly more to be done; as Jose com-
mented at the end of the tour: ‘Something is
happening here. The problem is how to keep
the candle alight.’

* The British Coalition for East Timor’s new
campaign pack, containing leaflets, ideas for
action, a six-page backgrounder, a resources
list, window sticker and more, is available
from PO Box 2349, London E1 3HX (sug-
gested donation £1).

* A documentary by John Pilger, Death of a
Nation will be televised on ITV at 10.40pm
on 22 February. The March edition of New
Internationalist will focus on East Timor
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