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A step towards peace in Aceh

An agreement on the cessation of hostilities signed by the Indonesian government and the Free Aceh
Movement in December is a major step towards peace and a just political solution for the conflict in
Aceh. The signing of the agreement has already helped to improve the situation in Aceh where armed
clashes between the two forces have declined significantly in recent weeks. However, difficulties could

emerge in the weeks and months ahead.

The agreement was signed on 9 December 2002. The two
delegations had shown the necessary political will to reach
an agreement. In addition, political forces around the world,
including the US, the UK, France, the Scandinavian coun-
tries, Japan and Switzerland were actively involved in the
process, as well as the European Union, the UN and the
World Bank. The accord has certainly put the Aceh ques-
tion onto the international agenda.

So far the peace accord has had a favourable impact on
the situation in Aceh. In many parts of the region, armed
clashes have declined and Free Aceh Movement (GAM)
units have returned to their bases. In its first report issued a
few weeks after the agreement, the Joint Security Council
(JSC), the body charged with implementing the accord and
monitoring the situation on the ground reported a signifi-
cant decrease in the number of civilian fatalities. Whereas
during the first eleven months of 2002, there were on aver-
age 87 deaths a month, in the weeks following the accord,
the figure was down to eleven.

In some places GAM units even have invited their adver-
saries, the security troops, to join them in traditional festiv-
ities which would have been unthinkable a few months ago.
However, for nearly three decades Aceh has been a war
zone and it will take a lot of time and effort to restore a
sense of peace and security for its people.

A week before the accord was signed in Geneva, a confer-
ence on Aceh was held in Tokyo. The Preparatory
Conference on Peace and Reconstruction focussed attention
on economic developments in Aceh. The objective of the
meeting, which was also attended by the Indonesian
government and GAM, was to make clear the determination
of the international community to provide economic assis-
tance to a secure and peaceful Aceh. The World Bank has
recently sent four teams to Aceh to assess basic needs in
order to tackle the economic, social and governmental
needs of the region.

On 14 January, the ambassadors of the US, Japan and Italy
(representing the EU) visited Banda Aceh in a further
display of support for the peace agreement. US ambassador

Ralph Boyce said: 'We are here to celebrate and honour the
signing of the cessation of hostilities agreement.....Qur
work and our support will be, of course, dependent on the
security environment'. The Japanese ambassador Yutaka
Limura said: 'Peace in Aceh is like a new born baby. All
sides, including us, must look after this baby'. Two key
ministers accompanied the ambassadors, the Co-ordinating
Minister for Security and Political Affairs Susilo Bambang
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MALUKU

Kopassus and the Maluku crisis

The involvement of security troops in fostering, training and financing the conflict in
Maluku is a well known fact. But with the surrender to the Indonesian police of Berty
Loupatty, the notorious leader of a Christian militia group, 'Gang Coker', more facts have
come to light about the sinister role of Kopassus, the elite corps of the army.

In late 2002, Idul Fitri, the festivities at the end of the
Muslim fasting month, as well as the Christmas and New
Year celebrations passed without any serious incidents in
Maluku. In previous years, important religious celebrations
were always the occasion for vicious attacks on churches or
mosques. The hardliners on both sides deliberately chose
holy days to create disturbances as a way of highlighting the
animosity between the two communities. Things have
changed for the better and proof that the religious conflict
was largely stage-managed by sections of the military and
their proxy militia groups is becoming clearer that ever.

In January 2003 positive signs have emerged. When
Indonesian cities were deluged by demonstrations protest-
ing against price hikes by the government, a new front, the
unified student front, emerged in Ambon, consisting of
Christian and Muslim students to demonstrate against hikes
in the price of fuel and phones. As the feeling of war-weari-
ness has spread among the population, street markets have
started to function again with Muslim and Christian traders
setting up stalls side by side. But while this was happening
in Ambon City, the capital, conditions in Central Maluku
have not improved: the region is still segregated into

The Coker Gang

The Coker Gang is run by Berty Loupatty who has a long
history of gangsterism in Jakarta and Surabaya. He
managed to bring several gangs together, bearing highly
colourful names like Papi Coret, the Sex Pistols and the
Van Boomen Gang. When the Coker Gang decided to
expand their operations to Ambon, he came into conflict
with a local group headed by Agus Wattimena.

In the early days of the conflict Agus established his own
Christian militia named Laskar Kristus. In those days,
Laskar Kristus was superior in the quantity and quality of
its weaponry. It often happened that the two Christian mili-
tia gangs fought each other over control of the Christian
community. In January 2001 a shoot-out occurred in
Kudamati, the stronghold of the Coker gang. Two months
later Agus was found dead in his house. According to one
version, the security forces killed the gang leader but
others say Berty Loupatty was responsible.

The Coker gang began to play a major role in the Maluku
conflict in 2001, with the arrival of Kopassus units. Berty
Loupatty became a Kopassus informer and by August
2001 his gang was involved up to the hilt in a number of
bloody operations.

Muslim and Christian quarters.

In October the police issued an arrest warrant for members
of a militia group, Gang Coker (Cowok Keren, the
Handsome Dudes), a vicious gang that has enjoyed the
protection of Kopassus, the notorious red beret special
corps of the army.

A brief history

The conflict in Maluku started in January 1999 following
a trivial incident between two pedestrians, a Christian and a
Muslim. Such a thing can happen anywhere but this inci-
dent triggered a prolonged, bloody conflict, now in its
fourth year, which has developed all the features of a reli-
gious feud. At least 9,000 people have been killed and
400,000 have become internally displaced as a result of this
war.[see TAPOL Bulletin No. 168, September 2002,
'Maluku is now a closed territory'.]

From the outset the role of the military was the determin-
ing factor in escalating the conflict. As in East Timor, the
military have utilised militia groups in a very effective way.
These preman groups, as they are called in Indonesia,
played a key role of escalating the conflict into a full blown
religious feud. Several of the key Malukan preman gangs
were originally based in Jakarta. The Muslim preman gangs
were recruited as political thugs by General Wiranto, the
most senior military officer in the second half of the
nineties. The Christian preman gangs had a long tradition of
being part of the Jakarta mafia, operating as security guards
for illegal gambling dens, night clubs and brothels. From
the start, the godfathers of the preman gangs were military
officers. The gangs re-located to Maluku and helped to fuel
the conflict. When the fighting escalated, both gangs
recruited hot-headed youngsters from their communities
and reciprocal attacks on villages started to happen.

In the first stage of the conflict, the Muslim community
suffered the greatest damage. Many were forced to flee and
in particular three long-established communities, known as
BBM (people originating from Buton, Bugis and Makassar)
had to flee from Maluku becoming refugees in other islands.
Retaliation was bound to happen. All over Indonesia appeals
were made to help the suffering Muslims in Maluku.

In February 2000 a horrific bloodbath occurred in Tobelo
and Galela, in North Maluku. It is estimated that 1,500
Muslims were butchered within a short space of time, which
was possibly the highest death toll in a religious conflict in
the history of Indonesia. Then, a hardline Malukan officer,
Major General Suaidi Marassabessy, brought 800 Muslim
soldiers from Sulawesi to wage attacks on Christian
communities. By mid-2000 a new militia group appeared on
the scene, Laskar Jihad, with recruits mostly from Javanese
villages. Hundreds of Jihad warriors arrived in Ambon City,
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