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Emergency continues to grip Aceh

Since July a political issue constantly on the front pages in Jakarta has been the likelihood that a
civil or military emergency/martial law will be declared in Aceh. The idea was first floated by
retired Lt. General Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, the Coordinating Minister for Political and

Security Affairs and soon became a major topic for the media.

However, all the talk about declaring a state of emer-
gency in Aceh is beside the point because the Acehnese
have been living in a state of emergency for decades. With
the exception of a short interval of relative peace in 1999
and 2000, most parts of Aceh can be described as war zones.
The death toll since the beginning of the year has risen to
around fifteen people a day, most of them civilians. Clashes
between the TNI (Indonesian armed forces) and/or POLRI
(Indonesian Police) on the one hand and GAM (Free Aceh
Movement) on the other are virtually daily occurrences.

The government's move to raise the issue of declaring an
emergency in Aceh is more to do with the political situation
in Jakarta where Cilangkap, the TNI headquarters, is
increasingly calling the shots. The military leaders want to
grab even more power than they already have. At the begin-
ning of August, Major-General Djali Yusuf, the military
commander of Iskandar Muda, the military command of
Aceh, made a report to President Megawati, in which he
spoke of the continuing violence in the region and accused
GAM of great brutality. He also announced the creation of
a special unit, Safgas Rajawali (Rajawali Special Unit), a
combat unit trained and equipped for counter-insurgency
and anti-guerrilla warfare. The Rajawali units include
troops from the army (Kopassus), the navy (Marines), the
air force (Paskhasau) and Kostrad, the army's strategic
COIpS.

In response, President Megawati instructed Major-
General Djali Yusuf to 'act decisively' against all those
involved in acts of violence. From that moment on, all the
focus of attention was about declaring an emergency situa-
tion in Aceh.

DOM and the emergency
Ever since the birth of the Indonesian Republic in 1945,
the use of violence by Indonesian troops has been a regular
feature.. The resurgence of rebel movements such as the
Darul Islam and the RMS (South Maluku Republic) in the
fifties was met by Jakarta with swift military action, always
accompanied by great brutality.
After the resurgence of GAM in the late eighties, the dicta-

tor Suharto turned Aceh into a DOM (Daerah Operasi
Militer or military operations zone), which gave the military
free rein to do whatever they thought fit. In practice this
meant special forces, notably Kopassus, the red berets
combat unit, using their intelligence agents to extract infor-
mation from villagers. According to official figures, the
death toll during DOM, from 1989 till 1998, was at least
one thousand; a similar number disappeared and thousands
were left physically disabled, widowed or orphaned. After
the fall of Suharto, DOM was lifted but in 2000 the military
started to apply the same violent methods again. DOM had
again become the reality though no one was calling it that.
During the Wahid presidency several new constructions
were initiated. A special autonomy law which renamed
Aceh as NAD (Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam) was enacted by
parliament but it has made little difference on the ground. In
2001 two presidential instructions or Inpres (Instruksi
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He expressed his reservations about the commission's
conclusions when its final report was being discussed. He
said: 'Tt is difficult to expect that the military police, being a
tool of the army, will adopt an independent position when
investigating suspects who are members of the army'.
[Media Indonesia, 8 May 2002]

Demands for a credible investigation into the killing of
Theys Eluay continue to reverberate within civil society and
have been voiced by leaders of the Papuan Presidium
Council, church leaders and student activists. It has become
a constant theme of demonstrations in West Papua. John
Rumbiak of ELS-HAM said there was clear evidence that
the killing was part of a secret operation to wipe out sepa-
ratist leaders'. [4sia-Pacific programme, 1 May 2002]

The governor of West Papua, Jaap Solossa added his
voice to these demands. He was quoted as saying that most
Papuans are 'disappointed with the investigation's results ...
because they know that it was a serious violation against
human rights'. [Jakarta Post, 1 May 2002]

Whatever the results of the military trials, which will take
the form of court-martials, it is clear that demands for a full
investigation aimed at identifying the masterminds of the
assassination and disappearance will continue to reverber-
ate in West Papua.

Witnesses in danger

The protection of witnesses has become a major problem.
Several witnesses have sought protection with ELS-HAM or
the police, after receiving threats. Some witnesses who were
asked to travel to Jakarta by the military police for question-
ing refused to go. One of these was Yeret Imowi who later
faced an attempt on his life when a Kopassus soldier opened
fire at close range when they happened to confront each other
near a food stall. Fortunately, Imowi ducked in time and was
able to flee the spot, unharmed. The soldier, First Sergeant
Yani, was taken into custody after the incident.

Unknown persons also set fire to the tomb of Theys Eluay
but local residents who saw the incident were able to extin-
guish the flames before too much damage had been done.
This incident can be seen as an attempt to stir up unrest and
provoke Papuans into seeking revenge. This was also
certainly one reason why Theys Eluay was assassinated. In
fact, although the crime has provoked widespread anger
throughout West Papua, the response has been restrained.

Human rights activists targeted

There are strong indications that prominent pro-indepen-
dence figures and human rights activists are being targeted
by the security forces. John Rumbiak, co-ordinator of ELS-
HAM has talked of 'a mission to exterminate human rights
activists'. He himself and Johannes Bonay, the director of
ELS-HAM, have themselves faced threats from the security
forces several times during the past year.

On 22 June Yafet Yelemaken, a well-known tribal chief
and Panel Member (local representative) of the Papuan
Presidium Council in Wamena, died a painful death from
poisoning. Yelemaken was still under town arrest, serving a
sentence for allegedly 'inciting a riot' during the bloody
events in Wamena on 6 October 2000. The fact is that he
and the four other PDP leaders who were convicted had

been trying to calm tensions. [See TAPOL Bulletin No 161,
March/April 2001]

Chief Yelemaken was a senior and highly-respected
leader in the Baliem Valley who was a champion of West
Papua's non-violent struggle for justice. He was also head
of a tribal NGO, the Society for Highlands Survival. Two
weeks before his death, he gave testimony at a meeting in
Bali organised by the Indonesian environmental movement,
which coincided with the UN preparatory meeting for the
Johannesburg Earth Summit. There are strong grounds to
suspect a political motive behind his tragic death.

Several human rights activists in Wamena have been
subjected to threats and intimidation. Paulus Logho, 32, is
head of Abenaho village and a volunteer monitoring the
human rights situation for ELS-HAM. Late at night on 19
June, four police officers came to his house and told his
wife they were looking for him because they want to buy
some rice. When told they had come to 'the wrong house',
the officers said they would go on searching for him.

Five days later, Yulius Nirigi was accosted by a Kopassus
officer while he was watching a soccer match. The officer
said he was looking for Luis Logho, who is one of ELS-
HAM's contact persons in Wamena. The officer asked ques-
tions about the fact that Logho had visited the home of Yafet
Yelemaken and joined the crowd of mourners gathered
there. Yulius was also asked questions about the funeral of
Yelemaken.

Another ELS-HAM volunteer in Wamena, Karel
Wamafma, who works for the World Wide Fund, was told
by a colleague that he and other activists were being
watched by the Papua provincial police force. Reports were
going round that these activists were regarded by the police
as wanting to create a 'Laskar Kristen' (a Christian militia)
to counter local militia forces and the Laskar Jihad who
have been flooding into West Papua.

Cprrugt army business activities coupled
with abuses

Indonesian troops in many parts of West Papua are
involved in business practices which are frequently accom-
panied by human rights abuses against people whose
belongings are forcibly seized.

The practices are particularly widespread in the Jayapura
regency where reports have been received of the wide-
spread stealth of processed timber. The activities are justi-
fied on the grounds that funding for military personnel
stationed in West Papua is far from adequate. What this
means is that West Papuans are incurring heavy personal
losses and suffering violations to pay for the unwelcome
presence of security forces that are occupying their country.

According to a report from ELS-HAM received on 21
July, Infantry Battalion 126 from the North Sumatra Bukit
Barisan division, which has been stationed in the Arso
region, near the border with Papua New Guinea, since last
October, is heavily involved in this business. Processed
timber is being illegally seized from local land owners,
without compensation.

As if this were not bad enough, the timber seizures are
accompanied by acts of terror. In February this year,
Markus Putui, from the village of Yetti was beaten with a
rifle butt and told he would be shot if he refused to hand

continued on page 6
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