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broke their way into many people's home.

Three weeks after the Wamena tragedy, on 30 October,
the Minister-Coordinator for Political, Social and Security
Affairs, General (ret'd) Bambang Susilo Yudhoyono, visited
the troops in Wamena and praised them for their handling of
the unrest which, he said, was 'extremely well done, appro-
priate and relatively speedy'. [See BBC Summary of World
Broadcasts, 1 November 2000-

Presidium scapegoated

Two days later, senior military, police and civilian offi-
cials held talks with the Jayawijaya representatives (Panel)
of the Papuan Presidium Council. At first the talks,
appeared to be aimed at calming things down and agreeing
on guidelines for lowering Papuan flags in other parts of the
district. But suddenly, after agreement had been reached,
five Panel members including the Rev. Obeth Komba, were
'invited' to the police command. When the police started to
interrogate them, they protested vigorously. The interroga-
tions went on into the night and for most of the following
two days. In the end, they were ordered to identify and hand
over the men who had taken part in the attack on non-
Papuan homes near Wouma. Failure to do so would result in
their being held responsible for the tragedy and facing
charges of rebellion. Not surprisingly, local people later
refused to identify anyone when approached by the Panel
members. Placing the Panel members in such an invidious
position had the effect of discrediting the PPC whose legit-
imacy had been so well established after its successful
congress in May-June 2000.

When the Panel members, escorted by local officials, later
travelled to other parts of the district to try to persuade local
people to lower the Papuan flag, they were greeted with
howls of abuse.

Just prior to the Wamena tragedy, chief of police S.Y.
Wenas told the press about the agreement reached with the
Papuan Presidium Council, to lower the flags after a meet-
ing between the PPC and the president, by 19 October.
[Cendrawasih Pos, 6 October] Yet on the very day this
appeared in print, the police, acting on his orders, took
action in Wamena in breach of this agreement.

Three days later, Wenas told the local press: "The Papuan
Presidium Council, in particular the Wamena Panel, must be
held responsible for the bloody Wamena incident. There
were dozens of victims including a pregnant woman, people
were tortured and property was torched.' [Cendrawasih Pos,
9 October 2000]

Casualties

Altogether thirty-seven people were killed during the
Wamena Tragedy, and 89 were seriously injured. 13,565
non-Papuans left Wamena for elsewhere in the Baliem
Valley. The 37 deaths included two Papuans shot dead when
their flags were forcibly lowered, eleven Papuans shot dead
during subsequent operations on 6 October, and 24 non-
Papuans killed on the following day.

Twenty-two people remain in custody and have since been
formally indicted. They include sixteen Satgas-Papua
members, five PPC/Panel members and one government
employee.

Another casualty has been severe disruption in the educa-
tion system in Jayawijaya. Many teachers, the majority of
whom are non-Papuans, have fled the area, with no inten-

tion of returning. In the three months since the tragedy,
nothing has been done to repair the damage to the system,
to help teachers and pupils who were traumatised. Although
many people were wounded, almost all the medical person-
nel fled the area.

The investigation team said that the tragedy had created
deep divisions within society: Baliem Valley people against
non-Baliem Valley people, Papuans against non-Papuans,
coastal Papuans against highland Papuans.

The truth turned on its head

'In essence, the Wamena incident consisted of violence by
the security forces against the community,’ the team
concluded. 'There is no evidence that the violence was trig-
gered by ethnic differences, differences of skin colour or
differences of religion. All sections of the community were
victimised by the incident. Nevertheless, these facts were
gradually blotted out because the events were never prop-
erly investigated. Gradually, a different perception emerged
as a result of the way things were reported in the press and
the biased statements by the police, pitting one group
against the other. Out of all this emerged the perception that
in essence, the Wamena incident was an act of violence by
Papuans against non-Papuans.'

Stigmatising the Papuans for the Wamena incident became
the order of the day, not only by the local police chief but
also by senior members of the government in Jakarta. These
distortions triggered a attack a few days later on a hostel in
Yogyakarta, Central Java. It was also used by the police in
Jayapura as the pretext to launch an attack on students’
hostels in Abepura in the wake of an attack on a police
command post there on 7 December.

Moreover, following the Wamena tragedy, there was a
substantial increase in the number of troops throughout the
district of Jayawijaya. According to an announcement by
district chief, Drs David Hubi, there are now between ten
and twenty TNI and Brimob troops stationed in every sub-
district. Furthermore, now that non-Papuan teachers have
fled the area, soldiers are taking over as teachers in the
schools. (This is reminiscent of what happened for many
years in East Timor.)

Notorious Timor veteran takes command

At the end of January, the TNI central command
announced the appointment of Major-General Mahidin
Simbolon as the commander of the Trikora military
command in Jayapura. His appointment followed the death
in an air crash of the previous commander.

Simbolon, a member of Kopassus, the army's elite
commandos, has had no fewer than six tours of duty in East
Timor, starting with Operasi Seroja, the invasion of the
territory in December 1975. Like all Kopassus officers serv-
ing in East Timor, Simbolon played an active role in SGI,
the special Kopassus unit designed for counter-insurgency,
whose local command posts were used to torture captured
East Timorese. He graduated from the military academy in
1974. He and many of his class-mates have distinguished
themselves as 'East Timor veterans' who whose military
careers have been advanced by their many operational
duties in East Timor.

He led the unit which arrested resistance leader, Xanana
Gusmao, in 1992, for which he was given a special promo-
tion from major to colonel. From 1995 to 1997, he was
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