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ACEH

Victims' Congress wants the world to hear

For three days in early November, 375 victims coming from all parts of Aceh, met in Banda Aceh to
share their experiences and discuss ways of drawing international attention to their desperate search
for justice. A contact from the UK was in Banda Aceh at the time and collected a number of testimonies

which we include below.

One of the decisions of the Congress was to appeal to the
United Nations to pay serious attention to the human rights
violations in Aceh. Jufri, chairman of the Organising
Committee of the Congress., said that although the human
rights situation in Aceh had been discussed for two years
running at the UN, this had not led to any improvement in
the situation on the ground. The Congress felt that the UN
should become directly involved in bringing about an
improvement and should call on the Indonesian government
to withdraw all its troops from Aceh.

The Congress also call for the violators to be called to
account. This can only be done before a special human
rights court functioning in accordance with international
standards. Koneksitas courts in which military investigators
and judges are involved are unacceptable.

The Victims Congress set up a Council of Victims
Representatives (Dewan Utusan Korban) which is the high-
est organ alongside the Executive Council.

Victims testimonies

Sept 1999 Alue Nireh, Aceh Timur. I have four children,
the youngest (5 years) was murdered by the TNI. The chil-
dren were running around playing in the village, something
blew on a truck and the military were surprised. They
opened fire and my son, and another 5-year-old and three
adults died. Very many were injured.

Aceh Pidie, October 2000 (This interviewee is 16 years
old). A few weeks ago my father was taken by the Brimob
and shot dead. They took him to Guha Tujoh, about 16kms
from my village. I saw this and I cried. When I cried the
Brimob fired shots into the air to frighten me. There were
others with me, they also saw it. When his body was found,
he had been badly cut. I have six brothers and sisters, I am
the eldest.

Alverireh, East Aceh, 12 June 1999. Five trucks of TNI
came to my village. They threatened us to make us leave our
houses. But some people were too afraid to leave and
thought they would be shot. My sister was too afraid to
leave so they shot her with two others. She was still alive
and I asked the BRIMOB to take her to a hospital, but they
refused so she died, and the others also died. She was 15
years old and two children were 4 and 6. This was part of a
sweeping operation; in total five died that day in the village

E. Aceh. September. It happened during a sweeping oper-
ation. The BRIMOB took my husband and my son. My son
was 17 years old. I don't know why they took them, they did
not ask if they were members of GAM, but they delivered

them to the hospital dead the next day. I wish they had
taken me also, I want to die. What am I to live for with-
out my husband and son? Their faces were all bruised.

Banda Aceh, October 2000. The BRIMOB came to the
coffee shop and took me to my house and asked me to
show them where my gun was. I told them I don't have a
gun. They took me away for almost one week. I thought I
would die, my wife did not know where I was. The kicked
me and beat me, and burned me with a flame (shows arm
and back), then they punctured my skin with a metal rod.
No, not a knife, this thing was not sharp and they had to
force it through my skin (shows left-hand side).

Matangkuli, N Aceh, 7 March 2000. The military came
to my house. They tied my husband then they raped me.
The soldier also hit me, took our money and some gold.
There were two soldiers. At first they just wanted to take
cash and harass me. All eleven houses in the village were
visited. I was one of six women who were raped that day.
Some of the raped women were newly married. After the
rape, I felt physically sick, sick in my stomach. I told my
husband what had happened and he was very angry. They
untied him when they were finished with me. He didn't
see the rape. Later, the commander came to the village
and said he didn't believe us. I feel so sad because no one
can help with my feelings, no one can make me feel
better. Now I am afraid at home, in my house. I'm afraid
the military will come to the village again. *
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