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NEWS FROM EAST T'MOR

crowds, and in addition to the two dead, more
than a dozen were in hospital with serious gun-
shot wounds. Bishop Belo travelled to Baucau
to calm the rioting, warning that the situation
there was considerably worse than in Dili.

The incident occurred only two weeks after
the report by UN Special Rapporteur on Extra-
judicial, Summary and Arbitrary executions.
Bacre Waly N’Diave said the Indonesian
government had done virtually nothing to
implement the undertakings it had given at
successive sessions of the UN Commission on
Human Rights to improve the rights situation
in East Timor. N’'Diaye said the conditions
remained in place for further serious massacres
like that of November 1991

Transmigration
policy denounced

Resistance leaders have attributed recent
violent clashes in East Timor to the influx of
thousands of immigrants from Indonesian
islands in search of employment and a
better livelihood.

Following a pro-independence demonstra-
tion in early January at the university of East
Timor, in which 24 youths were arrested by the
Indonesian security forces, governor Abilio
Soares spoke of the need to reduce the flow of
transmigrants to the territory.

The National Council for Maubere Resistance
(CNRM) has also expressed its growing concern
about this problem, to which it attributes the
recent clashes in the Baucau area. On 9 January,
the CNRM denounced the ‘illegal population
transfer policies of the Jakarta government,
aimed at changing the demographic
composition of the East Timorese population
... pursued in gross violation of accepted inter-
national norms on population transfers in
occupied territories’.

The CNRM lamented the displacement of
East Timorese from their ancestral lands and
marginalisation from economic life, exclusion
from public service jobs, and difficulties in
obtaining higher education.

‘Protection and favouritism by the authorities
have encouraged many newcomers to treat the
local population and its cultural and religious
values with disdain,’ said the council. ‘This has
repeatedly been denounced in recent months by
local leaders, such as provincial parliament rep-
resentatives, former pro-integrationists and
Church members. As a result, previously
unknown ethnic tensions are now widespread
in East Timor, adding vet another tragic
dimension to the suffering of the East Timorese
people under the brutal Indonesian military
occupation.

‘To compound the seriousness of the
situation,’ the statement continued, ‘legitimate
protests by the local population are used by the
military as excuses to further repress and even
massacre the local population.
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The view
from prison

Xanana Gusmao secretly recorded an
interview with Radio Macau on 26 January.
The interviewer, Pedro Sousa Pereira,
asked questions sent to Xanana through
the resistance, which then delivered to
Radio Macau a tape containing Xanana’s
responses.

Long haul for talks

Xanana said he is willing to participate in a
meeting among Timorese promoted by the
United Nations and to return again to Cipinang
prison after the meeting. He reiterated that he
would not accept exile and that the Indonesian
generals would never be ‘stupid enough’ to
accept his return to East Timor in freedom.

In his view, the negotiations between Durao
Barroso and Ali Alatas were making ‘little
progress, due to Indonesia’s inflexibility’.
Xanana said the resistance has still time to ‘ripen’
its strategies for a possible future dialogue among
Timorese, but that ‘nothing can be expected
from a meeting that is oriented, in principle, to
explore ideas’.

Indonesia accepted the dialogue among
Timorese, said Xanana, because ‘it failed in its
attempt to grant Abilio Araujo the legitimacy
necessary to engage in “reconciliation”. Jakarta
had to do it to preserve the concept and the
group and, in doing this, had to accept the
existence of the Timorese resistance.’

Human rights plea

Xanana said the UN should send a permanent
mission to East Timor. He described the latest
UN report on the human rights situation in East
Timor as a ‘magnificent precedent’ because it
proved the need to investigate the actions of the
Indonesian occupying forces, in particular
regarding the November 1991 Santa Cruz
massacre.

‘I believe the UN has renewed motivation to
continue to press Jakarta to open East Timor to
independent groups,” he said. “The next session
at the Human Rights Commission this February
and March will have fulfilled its duty if it gives full
consideration to the report of Mr N’Diaye.’

Xanana emphasized that, in his opinion,
‘Jakarta does not want the solution indicated in
the UN documents’. He added that to the
Indonesian government an ‘acceptable solution’
means ‘the international community should
accept the occupation as sovereignty’.

He reaffirmed his confidence in the efforts
of the UN secretary general and said that
Portugal was still firm in its defence of the
territory’s right to ‘self-determination and
national independence’.

‘We have noted progress in the efforts of the
UN secretary-general and we believe in the
integrity of the present UN envoy and the
rightful representatives of the East Timor case,’
Xanana said. ‘Each UN initiative will deserve
our complete support, so that we can putan end

to the suffering of our people in its search fora
comprehensive solution that is fair and
acceptable internationally.’

The role of the church

‘The most cynical state in the world,’ is how
Xanana described the Vatican in its actions
relating to East Timor. But he expressed deep
appreciation for the East Timorese church and
said he wished to meet with Bishop Belo.
Regarding Bishop Belo’s Christmas message,
which said no leaders have proven themselves
capable of unifying the East Timorese people
(see page 8), Xanana said the Bishop was entitled
to express his opinion. He attributed Belo’s
statemnent to his sadness at the division among
East Timorese factions.

‘There are always people ready to sow disunity
among us. Belo has all the moral, and even
political, authority to express his feelings, thus
alerting our people to all of us when we behave
irresponsibly or naively.

‘When Belo appeals to the people to embrace
the New Testament, he does so as the leader of
the church, with the intention of preserving
unity inside the fatherland. All the confusion
generated around the term “Timorese people”
is the work of the leaders in the diaspora,
removed as they are from East Timor’s reality,’
said Xanana.

‘In the political context, the church has an
enormous role in influencing our people
because it is in daily contact with the population.’
Xanana added that if the Timorese priests were
pro-integration, the church would not have the
influence over the people it has today.

Call for discipline and unity
Commenting on the recent incidents in East
Timor in which the youth have been main pro-
tagonists, Xanana said he considered them as
the ‘logical and natural continuity of a living
process — living because it lives in the blood of
our people, whom no one should try to fool’.
He appealed to the youth to ‘maintain always
the high spirit of struggle and always keep firm
the spirit of organisational discipline’.
Xanana took the opportunity to call for
solidarity from the Timorese in Macau. ‘As your
fellow-countryman and brother, I appeal to all of
us to modify our attitudes and turn our thoughts
to the need to remain firmly united [cerrarmos
fileiras] so that we can liberate our fatherland.’

Prison life
Xanana explained that Cipinang has for the past
11 years included a section called the Tim-Tim
block, meant exclusively for Timorese prisoners.
Four other Timorese activists are currently held
in the Tim-Tim block, but Xanana’s cell is in a
different section and he is in contact with the
other activists only during Friday mass. He is
forbidden to visit the Tim-Tim block.
Although describing his cell in Cipinang as
‘spacious, with room to grow plants’, Xanana
said his days were ‘terribly monotonous and at
times going by incredibly fast’. He added that
he is well treated by the prison guards, who
‘understand the difference between a criminal
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