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NEWS FROM EAST TIMOR

have separated countless families from their
ancestral lands. the imposition of the language
of Bahasa Indonesia and the presence of up to
14 battalions of Indonesian troops, and the roots
of East Timorese resentment become clearer.

Indonesian bishops speak out

The Indonesian Catholic Bishops' Conference
(KWT), which has not accepted Indonesia’s
annexation of Fast Timor, attributes the trouble
to ‘a deeper feeling of frustration, disappoint-
ment and hopelessness. Many East Timorese
feel as if they are being marginalised in their
own home.

‘There are many deep wounds and traumatic
experiences that have made the local population
quickly suspicious of all migrants, especially
when they see more and more migrants arriving
and turning into competitors in the labour
market,” says the KWI, which is separate from
the East Timorese Catholic church.

The latest round of rioting has provoked a
backlash from Indonesian Muslims. More than
1,000 Indonesian migrants decided to leave the
territory this time, fearing for their lives, and
returned to Javanese cities with tales of
persecution. There is now a move among Muslim
intellectuals to identify the Indonesian migrant
community in East Timor as a disadvantaged
minority.

Amien Rais, chairman of Muhammadiyah, a
progressive mass-based Islamic organisation
with more than 15 million members, says the
Islamic community has been too patient.
Blaming the unrest on an ‘international NGO
mafia and mischief makers’, he has called for
Indonesia to take a tougher line over the
Timorese question.

Bishop Carlos Belo of Dili, longstanding
defender of his people against aggression and

false accusations on the part of the military,
reacted angrily to the latest unrest. Interviewed
by Radio Australiaon 11 September, he said: ‘We
have been very patient for too long. From 1976,
we have been told to wait a little longer. This
slogan has no roots, no beginning and no end.
For how long does one have to be patient? The
Timorese people are treated like chickens and
ducks, shoo them here, shoo them there. Policies
must be changed’.

The bishop was particularly angry because he
had responded to a request from the military
to calm the youths and urge them to go home.
The military had promised him they would take
no further action, but once the youths had gone
home, the military arrived to arrest them. Many
were tortured and beaten.

As leader of the Catholic community — more
than 90 per cent of the East Timorese population
- Bishop Belo commands far more respect than
any military or civilian figure, and plays a crucial
role in attempts at dialogue. The bishop has
called for East Timor to be designated a ‘Catholic
region’ — a remark which caused controversy
and which he later clarified as meaning a region
where Catholicism is predominant but does not
exclude Muslims and Protestants. (see interview,
page 4)

There will be no progress if the Indonesian
government persists in explaining the East
Timorese problem as one of religion. And yet
with apparently ‘religious’ clashes breaking out,
it will get easier for the regime to do just that.
Already, some outside observers are assuming
religious conflict to be the source of the East
Timorese problem. Yet the violence stems from
their rejection of 20 years of Indonesian
occupation and aggression, of suffocating inter-
ference, physical and mental humiliation, and
cultural alienation.

Eyewitness
account

This report on military action in Dili on
12 October was first published on 14
October in the Portuguese newspaper
Publico. The newspaper could not reveal
the name of the source, who is a leading
figure in East Timor.

1is afternoon, Indonesian forces of

)ccupation unleashed new violence on the
civilian population, and particularly upon our
young people.

They started by throwing gas canisters, and
then opening fire with their automatic weapons
and stoning houses.

They went on to force their way into people’s
homes and, with total contempt and using unre-
strained violence, they tortured the families they
found inside. People were later taken to what
was formerly the hospital in Lahane. It is now
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occupied by Indonesian troops. Just yesterday
and today more than 40 seriously injured people
were taken there, and it is now known that some
people were simply murdered in their homes
during the raids. This time, one of the military’s
victims was one of their collaborators, Aleixo
Cobra, who used to work for them as an agent
provocateur among young people.

Many of the local people, who feel like animals
waiting to be slaughtered by the Indonesians,
are appealing to the international community.
The Indonesians are turning Timor into a
hunting ground for human beings.

Destroying hopes of peace
According to the local Indonesian newspaper
STT, the person responsible for today’s bloody
operation was the present governor, Abilio
Soares, as he is reported to have requested it.
People here are saying that another reason
for this violence is that Indonesian leaders want
to aggravate the situation in Timor with bloody
confrontation, and to weaken the prestige of
Bishop Belo. It is as if they are saying sarcasti-
cally ‘just look at the kind of peace the bishop has
arranged’. The truth is that the bishop and the
people really do want peace. This was made

crystal clear by what happened at the end of the
meeting in Austria [dialogue between East
Timorese representing pro-independence and
pro-integrationist opinion in June 1995 - see
Timor Link 33]. All the Timorese present
gathered unanimously around their bishop and
signed for unity and peace. However, neither
the Indonesian government and nor its army
want peace. What they want is war.

The government is not interested in peace.
It had to encourage disunity and continue the
war, That is what is happening now. The events
of the past few days have led the older people to
remind the younger ones about the destruction
of the massacres perpetrated by the very same
Indonesian army, in the neighbourhoods, streets
and homes throughout Dili from 7 December
1975.

Memories have started flooding back to us of
the piles of bodies that stretched along the beach
at Lecidere and Tasi Tolu, scene of huge
massacres after 1975. Lorry loads of prisoners
taken from Balide district and from torture
centres in Vila Verde and Santayo were taken
to those lakes where the Indonesian army
summarily executed hundreds of Timorese men
and women.

People said at the time that the waters of Tasi
Tolu had turned red. Everything the Timorese
feared from the start is beginning to come true:
the Indonesian government and army came to
Timor to exterminate it.

The people feel that no high-ranking person
in the administration is concerned about the
real interests of the population.

Here are some recent clear examples: the con-
tinuation of systematic sterilisation of Timorese
women,; the sending of 2,000 new Timorese civil
servants, after a short training period, to villages
around Java. Many of them are young single
girls, aged between 20 to 30. At the same time,
however, 2,000 Indonesian civil servants are
about to arrive in Timor, like an invading admin-
istrative army. This is why the people believe
that nobody is concerned about, or capable of,
defending their interests.

Meanwhile, additional military forces are dis-
embarking in Timor. Four days ago, we saw four
large vessels unloading Indonesian troops.

Furthermore, the Indonesian army has just
recruited and quickly trained 2,000 young
Timorese, mostly illiterate and apathetic, to be
sent to the front of the Indonesian battalions
who are hunting the resistance commander in
the bush.

Many people here are longing for a UN
Security Council decision to send a multina-
tional force, under UN control, to Timor in
order to put an end to the banditry of the
Indonesian army which, for the past 20 years,
has been destroying an entire nation and its
culture, while insensitive and irresponsible neigh-
bouring governments have looked on. Please,
do not minimise the significance of the heroic
protests of our young people. They are the
expression of the long resistance of a people
who have endured for 20 years an oppressor
and unjust invader, many times more powerful
than themselves.
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NEWS FROM EAST TIMOR

the majority of East Timorese socially and eco-
nomically. Together with physical repression,
thev are central to the current problems. ‘The
true perspective on the events of the past days’,
said one observer in Dili, ‘is that the East
Timorese people do not accept the status quo’
of the Indonesian occupation.

The issue of the Indonesian migrants was
repeatedly underscored. One observer likened
it to a ‘second invasion’ of East Timor and said
that the recent disturbances were like an ‘organic
reaction to something foreign entering the
body'. There are demands for international
pressure to stop the entry of transmigrants into
East Timor.

Manipulation
At the same time, several local experts say that
elements within the Indonesian military and

security apparatus have exploited the widely
reported religious incidents. These are said to
stem from an insulting remark about the Virgin
Mary made by a prison official in the town of
Maliana in early September.

In public, the Indonesian military is appealing
for calm and tolerance. But there are reports
that government officials have been printing
and distributing leaflets throughout East Timor
that repeat the Maliana insult to the Virgin Mary.

The motive for provoking religious incidents
is that they justify the continuing Indonesian
military presence and give security forces the
excuse they need to crack down on the
opposition. Indeed, after the disturbances of 8-
11 September, 2,000 fresh Indonesian troops
were flown in from Surabaya, thereby contra-
dicting official Indonesian claims that troops
are being withdrawn.

Bishop Belo calls
for dialogue

The following is an abridged version of an
interview with Bishop Belo which appeared
in the Indonesian weekly magazine Gatra
on 21 September.

What do you think about the recent unrest in
East Timor?

You should direct that question to the governor,
the chairman of the local assembly, the military
commander and other top officials. They are
the ones who know, they will have the answers.
But you have been following developments all
the time. Do you think mistakes have been
made?

WhatI can see, to this day, is that people at the
centre and the people here still don’t understand
the real situation in East Timor. They simply do
not understand the true aspirations of the people
here. The riots were not just to do with SARA
[Suku Agama Ras Antargolongoan - ‘religious,
ethnic and racial tensions’].

What do you mean by that?

Although the people of East Timor are still
backward, ignorant and uneducated, they have
their own traditions, their own values, their own
lifestyle. It may be traditional but it must be
respected. People who come here from outside
should adjust to things here, not the other way
round, that we here have to adjust to them.

So, do you mean that the newcomers must adapt
to the native inhabitants?

What we first need to ask is: what do they come
here for? Then just see all those who come, the
ships that arrive, the planes that arrive. How
many East Timorese travel by boat? How many
East Timorese travel anywhere by plane? Who is
it who travels by plane? This is what makes people
here think.

Isn’t that the result of East Timor’s status as an
open region?

Yes, that's a consequence of opening East Timor
up. But don’t just blame Carrascalao [the former
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governor] who opened up East Timor. It was
opened up to allow the people here greater
freedom of movement, more space to think,
greater freedom of speech. It wasn’t for the
benefit of others. As we see, there have been
reactions. Is that bringing benefits?

During the events last Friday, you were busy
touring round to calm down the mass of people.
But the acts of arson continued. Why?

This was because the agreements we had reached
were not kept. What we agreed was that they
would all go home. They did as they were asked
and went home. But then what happened? The
security forces went out that night and arrested
these young people.

According to reports, the armed forces behaved
very leniently. For instance, there was no
shooting.

There’s no need for any shooting. What’s
needed is dialogue. The authorities of course
know all about dialogue, especially the people
from the regional government and the Korem
[military] commander. They should be listening
to the complaints of the people here, what their
aspirations are, not, as happens now, that the
people here come under more and more
pressure every time something like this happens.
But isn’tit true that there has been no pressure?
The police chief, for instance, said that none of
the people who were arrested were tortured.

I don’t believe it. They told me that they were
tortured.

You said just now that the newcomers enjoy all
the benefits. Do you think the riots were the
result of social disparities?

That’s just one part of it. There are many aspects:
cultural, history, religion, and also politics.
People are quickly accused of being ‘GPK’ or
in the clandestine. But has anyone invited us to
sit down and talk things through together and to
discuss the political conditions? If we were to sit
down and talk, we could work out the best
solution. But this is always avoided.

The government should be willing to listen
to demands. If they’re afraid to do this, things will
never change. Another important thing is that we
are here in the interests of the community. There
must be a response to the demands of the

community. Don’t just make promises. I myself
am still in favour of something, which I have
already proposed: that East Timor should
become a special Catholic region. But this has
been turned down.

Isn’t there a dialogue under way between the
regional government, the armed forces and the
church?

There used to be dialogue when Carrascalao
was governor. The dialogue used to go on late
into the night, until 3 or 4 in the morning. But
later, people were called in and questioned by
the armed forces: Why did you take your
complaints to the governor? What's all this
dialogue about?

What about inter-religious dialogue?

Yes, that can be done and it’s already been done.
But we've talked a great deal in lots and lots of
meetings. Lots of decisions have been taken,
written up and lots of documents have been
produced. But what happens in practice is
another matter.

What about the ideology behind the riots. Are
they rejecting our Pancasila [state doctrine by
which five major religions are allowed ], our
unifying motto, Bhinneka Tunggal Ika [ Unity
and Diversity ], and so on?

What I find here is that East Timorese don’t
want lots of people to come from outside. They
don’t want these outsiders to be in control,
especially in the economy.

Disparities are not something special to East
Timor. Is there a cultural problem that makes
things explode easily?

The East Timorese are very emotional. They can
get angry very quickly. Their education and
background are from the Portuguese and the
Catholic church. They are very straight. If the
colour is A, then it’s A, not B. They don’t speak
in a roundabout way like a snake. They are very
direct.

There have been cases of blasphemy in other
places, like Permadi and Arswendo, but they
didn’t end up with fighting, burning things

douwn, like here.

That’s what people here are like. They feel very
afraid because there are groups who enjoy all
the advantages. They themselves can’t make
their voices heard, so that’s why you get such
reactions.

Is it true that Catholicism here is very orthodox?
I don’t agree with that term ‘orthodox’. Catholics
are all alike. If Catholics in Jakarta are not
orthodox, then they’re not Catholics. What they
call Javanese Catholicism is almost the same as
Protestantism. Religion must be orthodox.

The number of Catholics has increased
tremendously since integration, far more than
during Portuguese times. So how come the issue
of Islamisation has emerged?

For me the important thing is that every Catholic
should hold firmly to their faith. I always say that
if Iam surrounded by a hundred Muslims and I
am the only Catholic, I am not afraid to love my
own religion as long as I have faith.

Why did they start rioting? Why not resolve it

by peaceful means?

We've tried what you are talking about for the
past 20 years.
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INTERNATIONAL ROUND-UP / CHURCH

Clywd finds it incredible that ‘millions of pounds
have been poured into supporting a regime
which has been named as the world’s most
corrupt’.

Five East Timorese seek
asylum in British embassy

Five young East Timorese students requested
asylum at the British Embassy in Jakarta on 25
September 1995. They had all suffered
persecution in East Timor and had fled to Jakarta
in recent months. The British Embassy did not
eject the youths, who were finally offered asylum
in Portugal. The five presented a petition to the
embassy, demanding the implementation of
decisions taken at the Schlaining talks (June
1995), and insisting on the inclusion of resistance
leader Xanana Gusmao in further sessions.

INDONESIA
Indonesian National
Commission on Human
Rights comments on East
Timor riots

According to the Jakarta Post of 3 October, the
National Commission on Human Rights has
attributed last month’s religious and ethnic
rioting in East Timor to the many unresolved

political and social problems in the territory.

Strained relations between indigenous
residents and migrants, poor communication
between the government and the people,
continuing social conflict and malfunctioning
political institutions all contributed to the
frustration that erupted between 2 and 14
September, the commission concluded.

The commission also said that in the course of
the rioting, there had been numerous rights
violations in the areas of religion, personal safety
and property as well as the right to be free of
fear.

Long term political
prisoners released

Indonesia has ordered the release of several
political prisoners, including three of the most
renowned opponents of the regime, who have
been imprisoned since 1965, when the armed
forces, led by General Suharto, put down an
alleged attempted Communist uprising.
Imprisoned Timorese are also said to have had
their sentences reduced.

The released prisoners, who were members
of the Sukarno government, are the former
foreign minister, Subandrio, the former air force
commander, Omar Dhani, and the former head
of the secret service, Sugeng Sutarto.

CHURCH

US Preshyterians
call for arms
embargo

ie Presbyterian church (USA), one of the

najor Protestant denominations in the
United States, called in September for an
embargo on the sale of US weapons to Indonesia.
In a hard-hitting public policy statement on East
Timor, the General Assembly of the Presbyteri-
an church also appealed to the US government
to cease all military aid to Indonesia.

The statement noted that the international
community does not accept the legality of the
Indonesian conquest of East Timor. It noted
that Indonesian ‘development’ of East Timor
has ‘marginalised’ the Timorese and has
weakened their language and culture. The Pres-
byterians called for the participation of the
Timorese in the resolution of their problems
with Indonesia, and challenged Indonesian
churches to ‘stand in solidarity with those who
are oppressed in East Timor’.

“This is a real milestone,” says Reverend John
Chamberlin, national coordinator of East Timor
Religious Outreach, an ecumenical group based
in San Francisco. ‘To my knowledge, this is the
most definitive statement of support for East
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Timor ever adopted as official policy by a major
US denomination.’

Rev Chamberlin noted that Presbyterian
efforts to address the tragedy in East Timor
began in 1994, when the General Assembly
urged all Presbyterians to educate themselves
about East Timor. It also participated in a
National Council of Churches sponsored fact-
finding mission to East Timor in January 1995.
Asaresult, Rev Chamberlin said, ‘Presbyterians
were moved to take action. They resolved to be
a voice for the voiceless and stand in solidarity
with the people of East Timor.’

Support from
German bishops

The German Catholic Bishops’ Conference
marked the 50th anniversary of Indonesia’s inde-
pendence by condemning, in unusually
forthright terms, the oppression in East Timor.
A statement issued in Bonn by Bishop Walter
Kasper reads: ‘East Timor continues to live under
aregime of terror and fear. Arbitrary arrests and
torture persist. The methods of repression and
oppression employed by the government and
the army are brutal and inhuman. Since the
territory was annexed, over 200,000 Timorese
people have been killed. Many were killed solely
for having claimed the right to self-determination
for their people.’

The ‘braving of
the church’

FATHER PAT SMYTHE, parish priestin
Bentham, North Yorkshire, recently
completed an MA dissertation on East
Timor and the church. Here, he reflects on
a recent visit to East Timor.

&P he church is our hope,” Felipe declared,

with a conviction born of faith and
experience. A senior catechist in one of the
mountain parishes in East Timor, he was
expressing sentiments which I was to hear
repeatedly during my travels throughout the
country. East Timorese of all ages look to the
church for comfort and courage, for care and
protection, for the defence of their human rights
as individuals and as a nation.

During all the years of their suffering, the East
Timorese have found in the local church a
refuge and a source of strength. It has helped
them come to terms with the horrors they have
known and keep alive the dream of a better
future. In pain and grief they have been
comforted, in frustration or despair they have
been inspired with fresh determination. They
have come to regard the church as the one
institution which is truly and wholly concerned
for their well-being, and the one raft of stability
in a shifting sea of uncertainty.

The diocese of Dili and the religious congre-
gations established in East Timor provide
extensive education and health care. Special
efforts have been made in residential facilities for
the many orphans, and for girls, especially
vulnerable to personal attacks. To the increasing
numbers of young people faced with the
prospect of unemployment the church offers
technical, professional, and vocational training.
It equips many others for a role in the pastoral
work of the church, either in the ordained
ministry or as lay catechists. Their achievements
would have been highly creditable in a situation
of stability and economic strength. In the
prevailing circumstances of East Timor they
demonstrate great faith and self-sacrifice.

Church leaders have been fearless in their
endeavours to protect the people from the
abuses perpetrated by military and civil repre-
sentatives of the Indonesian government, and
to draw attention to Indonesia’s neo-colonial
exploitation of East Timor’s resources. They
have persistently demanded that the East
Timorese people be given the opportunity to
determine their political status in an authentic
referendum As a consequence they have suffered
constant surveillance, intimidation, even physical
maltreatment. Agents of the Jakarta regime make
continual efforts, both within and outside East
Timor, to undermine the authority or to disrupt
the cohesiveness of the local church.

Opinions differ within the local church
community as to the best way forward. Foreign
missionaries and Indonesian religious each have
their own perspectives, while the perceptions of
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