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AST TIMOR

The army’s dirty war in East Timor

President Habibie’s decision in January this year to allow the East Timorese to choose between
autonomy and independence prompted feverish hostility within the armed forces. A Crisis Team was
set up under a top-ranking intelligence officer leading to the creation of well-armed militia gangs
throughout the territory in an attempt to halt the process set in train by Habibie’s decision and either

sabotage the UN-supervised referendum or terrorise the population into accepting autonomy.

In its initial stages, the operation was code-named Op-
erasi Sapu Jagad (Global Clean-Sweep) though the name
has fallen into disuse perhaps because it sounds too in-
flammatory. It led to the murders of CNRT (Timorese Na-
tional Resistance Council) leaders and the enforced disso-
lution of local CNRT offices. The objectives of operation
were:

To obliterate the CNRT.

To destroy the peace process and render a UN-
conducted consultation impossible.

To render the population defenceless and demoralised
by eliminating the organised resistance.

Udayana commander takes the lead

The operation is under the supervision of Udayana IX
Military Command based in Denpasar, Bali (which covers
East Timor) whose commander and chief-of-staff have
been involved in organising and training the militia death
squads. In February, Udayana commander Major-General
Adam Damiri held a meeting in Bali of militia leaders and
promised logistical support, including weapons for 2,000
men. In July, Damiri convened another meeting, this time
in Dili, to instruct those involved on the latest focus of the
operation. Those present included Zacky Anwar, East
Timor commander, Colonel Tono Suratman, militia leaders
and foreign ministry officials. [The Australian, 10 July] All
these generals have one thing in common, they are from
the elite commandos, Kopassus, which is playing a critical
role in the dirty war against East Timor.

Damiri’s chief-of-staff, Brigadier-General Mahidin
Simbolon, a former military commander in East Timor, has
a reputation for using Timorese to terrorise Timorese. As
long as these two men. both committed to destroying the
resistance. remain in their present posts, peace will not re-
turn to East Timor.

The intelligence operation was made easier because of
the euphoria which followed Suharto’s downfall in May
1998, when CNRT branches appeared everywhere, stu-
dents waged a campaign to popularise the idea of inde-
pendence and many East Timorese working for the admini-
stration felt emboldened to express their true feelings in
public. The operations leading up to the killings in Liquisa
on 6 April. and the killings in Dili on 17 April were tar-
geted on these people and on Timorese who in the past few
years have switched allegiances. and now support inde-
pendence.

Following Habibie's 27 January decision, the CNRT
leadership, in an effort to avoid provocation and prevent
bloodshed, called a halt to military operations in the bush
and to demonstrations in the cities. But this did not deter
the militia death squads and their ABRI backers from per-
sisting in their wave of terror. Since late January, several
hundred Timorese have been killed and more than 50,000
people have fled their villages and are now living as refu-
gees or ‘internally displaced persons’ under the control of
the militia with the connivance of the local military. This
does not include the death toll in places like Suai, now
sealed off to outside observers, where up to two hundred
people are thought to have been killed since April. The
situation in Suai has only worsened ever since.
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and the MPR were rubber stamps, but the new DPR and
MPR will express the results of the elections. The MPR’s
700 members will include the 500 MPs plus 200 repre-
sentatives from the regions and functional organisations.
Each province is entitled to five or more seats in the MPR.
The parties that scored well in the provincial elections will
obtain extra MPR seats, with the military also getting a
share as they have seats allotted to them in the provincial
assemblies.

The share of seats is weighted in favour of parties with
bigger support in less densely populated regions. Each
province (which still includes East Timor!) has been given
a set number of votes per seat, with the number of votes
being divided by the number of seats allocated. As a result,

POLITICS

and the two parties that functioned more or less as decora-
tion: the PDI, the nationalist federation and the PPP, the
Muslim federation. These parties had the advantage of ex-
isting infrastructures, particularly GOLKAR.

The PDI-P

Megawati’s PDI-P reaped the political harvest in the
post-Suharto period as it was seen by the voters as the vic-
tim and opponent of Suharto. Megawati enjoys support
from many social strata. Traditional support for Sukarno,
Megawati’s father, secured it a huge majority in most parts

a seat in East Java will represent
320,000 votes while in West Papua for
instance, 77,000 votes will suffice. This
places Java-based parties like the PDI-P
and PKB at a disadvantage. At the
completion of the count PDI-P achieved
34 per cent of the votes and Golkar 22
per cent. But the seat count gives PDI-P
only 154 seats while Golkar gets 120
seats.

Different scenarios

The most likely coalition will be un-
der the PDI-P’s Megawati as president
with the support of Abdurrahman Wa-
hid’s PKB. There has been opposition
among some Muslim parties to a
woman being president but this appears

to be fading. Some commentators predict that PAN will
join the coalition although its political programme differs
on many critical issues. Such a coalition would be Java-
based and accommodative towards the military. The two
main parties have very mainstream agendas, unwilling to
make major changes in the near future. The dark horse is
the TNI whose 38 seats could tip the balance, together
with some of the 200 non-parliamentary MPR members.
Under this scenario, GOLKAR, PAN, the PPP and the
smaller Muslim parties would emerge as a strong parlia-
mentary opposition, a new experience for [ndonesia.

A second possibility is that Habibie will cling on as
GOLKAR’s choice for president, with support from the
PPP and smaller parties. This is less likely because so
many Indonesians in the cities see GOLKAR as a remnant
of the Orde Baru. Although PAN leaders say they would
never enter a coalition with Golkar, the door is not entirely
closed. This coalition would be geographically more repre-
sentative and it would have a stronger Muslim identity.
Golkar’s chances of succeeding will increase if a large
number of the 200 appointees are sympathetic.

A closer look at the parties

After the downfall of Suharto, scores of political parties
emerged but in the selection process only 48 parties
claiming a following in the different parts of the archipel-
ago survived. There are several ways of categorising the
parties. One is as between the old Orde Baru parties and
the new ones and the other is to look at their political and
ideological background, as in 1955.

Using the first method one can distinguish between the
three parties that existed in the Suharto period: GOLKAR,
the ruling party often also defined as the party of the ruler

PEMILU = General Elections Merdeka, 12 April 1999

of Java and Bali. But large sections of the urban poor in the
big cities, including Jakarta and Yogya, gave her strong
backing. It was clear from the opinion polls and the huge
election rallies that the PDI-P was bound to be the largest
party.

Before the tragic events of 27 July 1996 when the
authorities attacked the PDI headquarters, Megawati and
the PDI was much closer to the pro-democracy movement.
But after the crackdown, they shifted in the direction of
mainstream politics; long before the elections the PDI-P,
had become a party of the status-quo. She surrounded her-
self with conservative advisors, while more radical advi-
sors were pushed aside.

Megawati was groomed as the future president in the
same tradition as in other parts of the world: creating a cult
figure and avoiding difficult issues. Insofar as it touched on
burning issues like amending the authoritarian constitution,
federalism or the future of East Timor, it adopted a status
quo position. Her campaign speeches were hollow, always
ending with a nursery song. Many analysts fear she will go
down in history alongside other women from Asian politi-
cal dynasties like India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh or
the Philippines, lacking a good track record.

PDI-P stands for Partai Demokrasi Indonesia - Per-
Juangan (Democratic Party of Indonesia - Struggle) in
contrast with PDI, the original party that was endorsed by
Suharto. The PDI which contested the elections but won
hardly any votes was a creation of Suharto in 1973 when
he forced the nationalist and Christian parties to fuse.

The PDI-P is the leading, arguably the sole, secular-
nationalist party of the top five. In the eastern part of the
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ACEH

that earlier assurances to stop military actions had been
violated.

By midday, the crowd had reached an intersection in
front of a factory, Kertas Kraft Aceh, close to the military
office. Talks were held between leaders of the marchers
and civilian and military chiefs but as this was in progress,
more troops arrived. With tempers rising, some people in
the crowd started throwing stones at the military head-
quarters and two motorbikes were set on fire. Then, two
truckloads of troops turned up from the Guided Missile
(Arhanud) detachment. ‘I saw two Arhanud trucks heavily
packed with the unit’s uniformed personnel speeding from
behind the army battalion and blindly firing their guns in
our direction,’ said one eye witness who was recovering in
hospital from a gunshot wound to the back. [Jakarta Post,
11 May] Troops squatting and firing indiscriminately at
people fleeing are clearly visible on the film taken by a
cameraman who happened to be in the vicinity when the
atrocity occurred.

The army later claimed that they were returning fire
from the crowd, but eye witnesses strongly deny this.
Seven injured victims interviewed by the press in hospital
described the army’s claim as ‘nothing but a lie’. ‘In the
name of Allah, we were not there to attack anyone but to
protect our area and our neighbours from any possible at-
tack by the military,” said one victim whose kidney was
perforated by a bullet. [Jakarta Post, 11 May] Residents
nearby say that the firing went on intermittently for about
half an hour. The army claimed, without producing a shred
of evidence, that the 4rharnud base was under threat which
could have caused devastation in nearby build-up areas,
had the base been blown up.

Casualties

By late afternoon, scores of people, many already dead,
had been taken to several hospitals and clinics; medical
personnel were overwhelmed and essential medical sup-
plies including blood soon ran out as so many of the
wounded needed surgery and blood transfusions.

Surgeons have confirmed that all the dead died from
gunshot wounds and that live bullets were used, refuting
army claims about rubber bullets being used. Some bullets
have been kept as evidence, while local groups have col-
lected empty bullet shells found at the site of the massacre.
Many of the dead and injured had multiple gunshot
wounds. Medical evidence confirmed that many were shot
in the back, corroborating eye-witness reports that people
were shot as they fled.

Among the dead and wounded were young boys and
girls and a number of women. For weeks afterwards, local
newspapers reported the mounting death toll, as the seri-
ously wounded succumbed. At the last count, forty-one had
died.

Calls for an independent investigation into this, Aceh’s
worst ever massacre, have gone unheeded. The army has
not even set up a military honour council. Yet again, army
officers have acted with impunity while yet another gross
human rights violation is added to the never-ending list of
crimes in Aceh for which the Indonesian army must be
called to account. In the words of The Jakarta Post, Indo-
nesia’s leading English-language daily, ‘Killing in Aceh, it
appears, is still the order of the day.... The promise of a

full investigation from TNI chief/Minister of Defence .and
Security, General Wiranto somehow rings hollow, since
previous fatal incidents have never been satisfactorily ex-
plained.” [Jakarta Post, 6 May]

Following the massacre, thousands of villagers, feeling
very insecure and afraid of what might happen next, left
home to seek protection elsewhere.

On 6 May, the security forces shut down eight support
posts (posko) set up by students near the site of the massa-
cre to monitor the casualties and support the heavily-
traumatised victims and their families. The district military
commander. Colonel Johnny Wahab, issued an order for all
poskos to be shut, describing them as ‘centres for provo-
cateurs to meet’. [Suara Pembaruan, 6 May] Students said
they would ignore the order as there was no one caring for
the stricken families.

Wiranto: No DOM investigations

TNI Commander-in-Chief General Wiranto has an-
nounced that investigations into the appalling human rights
abuses that occurred during the period from 1989 till 1998
when Aceh was treated as a ‘military operational zone’ are
‘unnecessary’ and could ‘open the floodgates for similar
grievances left over from the Suharto era.

This betrays a pledge made by President Habibie during
a visit to Aceh in March this year when he promised that
these abuses would be investigated and the perpetrators
brought to justice. Two months later, Justice Minister Mu-
ladi follow this up by saying the President had agreed to set
up an independent committee to investigate human rights
violations in Aceh.

Speaking at a meeting of a parliamentary commission,
Wiranto said that it was ‘the consensus of the government
and the National Commission of Human Rights that the
teams’ subjects of investigation would only be right viola-
tion cases that occurred over the past year’.

But this was denied by Commission’s chairman Mar-
zuki Darusman, who said the Commission’s position was
that alleged abuses committed in the past year should be
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-investigated first but ‘there is no limitation whatsoever in
the (proposed) investigation’.

Acehnese leaders have said that mounting calls for a
referendum to determine whether Acehnese want to remain
part of Indonesia stem from the government’s failure to
settle injustices committed during those military opera-
tions.

Wiranto also said it would be ‘unfair’ to investigate
only those cases in which civilians were killed during the
Suharto period when numerous servicemen also lost their
lives. ‘Technically, it would be quite difficult to prove the
alleged killings and seek those involved,” according to Wi-
ranto.

More troops pour in

With anti-military sentiments reaching new heights, Ja-
karta’s answer to the crisis has not been to scale down the
military presence. On the contrary, five days after the trag-
edy, the TNI commander-in-chief, General Wiranto an-
nounced that crack units composed largely of Brimob
troops would be sent to Aceh ‘to safeguard the general
election’. A new force of combined, crack anti-disorder
troops called Pasukan Penindak Rusuh Massa (PPRM),
Operational Troops for Mass Revolt, composed of Brimob,
(police commandos) and army special troops have been
sent to Aceh. Four hundred and fifty PPRM troops arrived
within a week of the tragedy but today, more than 1,200 of
these special forces are terrorising the population with their
continual operations. The task of the PPRM forces in Aceh
is to cope with a population in open peaceful revolt against
rule from Jakarta;, this involved doing everything to force
people to vote, dealing with peaceful demonstrations, using
provocateurs to stir up trouble, as well as engaging in
armed conflict with GAM guerrillas who are operating
again in Aceh.

Security in Aceh is now fully in the hands of the mili-
tary with special forces playing the dominant role, as they
did for ten years starting 1989 during the period known as
DOM. The TNI chief of general staff. General Sugiono,
made the aim clear when he said: ‘We will hang on to
Aceh, come what may’. [Waspada, 3 June] He also admit-
ted that the resumption of DOM was under consideration.

As a sign of further possible troop reinforcements be-
ing sent to Aceh, the chief of staff of the Army Strategic
Command, KOSTRAD, Major-General Williem da Costa
announced that two rapid deployment battalions were on
call, ready to be deployed in Aceh where, he admitted , the
situation was now very serious. [Jawa Pos, 12 June]

No interest in the elections

In at least two districts of Aceh, Pidie and North Aceh,
the 7 June general election was a complete flop as so few
people turned up to vote. Plans to hold the election after a
delay of a few weeks had to be abandoned.

Tens of thousands flee their homes

For months now, tens of thousands of Acehnese villag-
ers have been fleeing their homes and seeking sanctuary in
mosques, schools and other public buildings. These mass
exoduses occur every time PPRM troops go out on opera-
tions in any region of the province. This has created a ma-
jor humanitarian problem in Aceh as locations where they
seek refuge lack all the basic facilities, clean water, food,
medical facilities and proper sanitation.

In every case, the villagers say that the very appearance
of soldiers strikes fear, especially if, as always happens, the
troops start carrying out house to house searches. They
frequently loot people’s belongings and manhandle anyone
who offers the least resistance.

Acehnese people have still not got over the trauma
through which they lived for a decade up to 1998 when the
region was treated as a ‘military operational zone’ or
DOM. This resulted in thousands of deaths and disappear-
ances, torture and rape. During the latter months of 1998,
Aceh was overwhelmed by the discovery of mass graves
and hundreds of people came forward to describe the terror
to which they were subjected under DOM. Although DOM
was lifted in August last year, no one has been brought to
justice for the crimes committed. Worse still, new atrocities
have been perpetrated, such as the one reported above. All
this has left a residue of profound hatred for the Indonesian
armed forces and the very appearance of troops sends vil-
lagers fleeing. In many cases, they abandon coffee and rice
crops ready to harvest and leave their cattle unattended.

There have been reports of people who are fleeing be-
ing set upon by troops obstructing their passage, comman-
deering their vehicles and trying to force them to return
home.

In early July, military operations in the sub-district of
Tangse in Pidie resulted in the villagers from all the 29
villages fleeing their homes and leaving the district entirely
deserted.

Wiranto hides the truth

In an attempt to smother the truth about the new wave
of terror engulfing Aceh, armed forces commander in
chief, General Wiranto claimed that it was untrue to say
that it was the presence of troops that was causing people
to flee in Aceh. ‘The TNI has never oppressed the
Acehnese. All the pressure comes from the rebel gangs,
he alleged. ‘The army never harms people or loots their
property.” [Media Indonesia, 30 June]

The armed forces chief was clearly stung by reports in
the press that the governor of Aceh, Syamsuddin Mahmud.
had warned told President Habibie that ‘the trauma of a
decade-long military operation in Aceh was so deep that
many Acehnese fled the presence of security forces
[Jakarta Post, 30 June]

The only person to challenge Wiranto’s perversion of
the truth was Munir, head of KONTRAS, the Commission
for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence, who wrote in
protest to Wiranto, saying: "It is absolutely clear that the
TNl is using violence. This is what is causing the Acehnese
people to flee. As long as things go on like this. the prob-
lems in Aceh will never be solved.” said Munir. He called
on the TNI and the government to withdraw all the troop
reinforcements sent to Aceh and for an end to all military
operations in the province. [Jawa Pos, 2 July] »
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