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I 1donesia’s retreat from East Timo_-

The announcement by the Indonesian government that it is prepared to pull out of FEast Timor
came like a thunderbolt, although close observers had seen signs that change might be in the air.
The economic meltdown and the worsening political crisis have forced Jakarta to re-assess its East
Timor policy. While independence now seems closer, a backlash by pro-integration para-military
forces is spreading death and terror in East Timor which means that it’s too early yet to celebrate.

The announcement came on 27 January, ft owing a
cabinet meeting. Information minister Yunus Yosfiah, ac-
companied by foreign minister Ali Alatas, announced that
a meeting of the politics and security ministers chaired by
the president, B.J. Habibie, had decided that if the East
Timorese people were not prepared to accept Indonesia’s
offer of wide-ranging autonomy, the government would
ask the meeting of the People’s Consultative Assembly, the
MPR, later this year to ‘let East Timor go’.

People in East Timor received the news with cautious
optimism and a heavy dose of scepticism as 23 years of
hardship and misery have taught them to be suspicious of
any good news emanating from Jakarta.

It is ironic that it fell to retired general Yunus Yosfiah
to make the announcement. He served for many years as a
combat soldier in East Timor, better informed than most
about the army’s failure to impose Indonesian rule. As
military commander, he tried without success for many
years to implement a ‘hearts and minds’ policy. He is also
deeply implicated in the murder of five TV journalists in
Balibo in October 1975, who were killed by a unit under
his command. But as the country’s first post-Suharto min-
ister of information it also fell to him to usher in an era of
press freedom, thanks to which the Indonesian press gave
extensive coverage to the surprise announcement and its
implications. East Timor was on all the front pages for
days with photos of the East Timorese leader, Xanana
Gusmao, receiving distinguished visitors in Cipinang
Prison. Photos of Xanana, Bishop Ximenes Belo and even
the much maligned José Ramos-Horta have graced the
covers of most political magazines and tabloids.

Xanana place under ‘house arrest’

At the same time, the government took another impor-
tant step forward in deciding to move Xanana Gusmao
from Cipinang Prison, where he is still serving a 20-year

sentence, to a private house. Since the authorities claim
that Indonesian law does not recognise the status of house
arrest, his new residence was declared to be an extensicn of
the prison where he would be under 24-hour guard by the
security forces.

But after refusing for years to countenance his release
on the grounds that he was a ‘criminal’, it was now made
clear that his move from prison had been made in response
to persistent international pressure, above all from the UN
secretary-general, Kofi Annan, and to enable him to play
an active part in consultations regarding a peaceful solution
of the East Timor question. According to Justice Minister
Muladi, the move would give him far greater freedom to
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solving the mounting problems which he inherited from
Suharto, here was one area in which he proved decisive.
This decision may be the one that will earn him a place of
honour in the history books, alongside people like P.W.
Botha who abandoned apartheid.

It was the more liberal wing in ICMI, the Muslim In-
tellectuals Organisation which Habibie chaired from the

outset until he became president, that played the crucial -

role in the policy switch. For some time Dewi Fortuna,
who some see as the country’s real foreign minister, has
publicly expressed criticism of the annexation of East
Timor. She has become exasperated with the repeated
challenges she has had to face at international conferences,
forcing her to defend a policy she did not support.

Now she makes no secret of her mistrust of ABRIL. Re-
ferring to the need to disarm para-militaries (see below),
she said the job should be borne by the international com-
munity. ‘With its morale currently at a low ebb, Indone-
sia’s 500,000 strong military cannot be relied on to do the
job because it is not regarded as neutral.’” [Infernational
Herald Tribune, 17 February]

But a glance at Habibie’s own political career shows
that East Timor has played no role in his advance from an
aerospace engineer in Germany to the supremo of Indone-
sia’s military-industrial complex, nor indeed in his personal
and family fortunes. He freely admits that it was strong
international pressure that persuaded him to reverse Ja-
karta’s inflexible position on East Timor. First and fore-
most, it was the shock decision in January by the Austra-
lian government to acknowledge, after having given de jure
recognition to Indonesia’s annexation, that East Timor did
have the right to an act of self-determination, that con-
vinced Habibie that it was time for a change. As he himself
made clear, Prime Minister John Howard’s letter informing
him of the switch was the final straw.

All of Habibie’s utterances on the question assume that
the East Timorese will reject autonomy, paving the way for
Indonesia to leave. He makes no secret of the fact that he
sees East Timor as a ‘burden’ on the Indonesian economy
and the quicker Jakarta is rid of it, the better.

And what about ABR1?

But the Habibie initiative could never have been taken
without the backing of the top ABRI generals. It was ABRI
that invaded East Timor on Suharto’s orders and East
Timor has been an ABRI project ever since.

After Wiranto had given his blessing following the first
announcement, Major General Syamsul Ma'arif, the armed
forces spokesperson, declared on 2 February that ABRI
was ‘ready to leave East Timor. If the people want ABRI
to leave East Timor,” he said, ‘it will do so.” He even
claimed that ABRI did not have its own agenda in East
Timor. Later that day, commander-in-chief General Wi-
ranto said that Indonesian troops would gradually be with-
drawn from East Timor, wh : admitting frankly that the
troop deployment had increased in the past few months in
order, he claimed, to cope with the rising level of activity
by pro-independence groups. It must be said that there is
no evidence of this.

With the exception of Johnny Lumintang who is now
Deputy Chief of Staff of the army, none of the generals
holding key positions in Cilangkap, ABRI head-quarters,
has served for any length of time in East Timor. Until re-
cently, the career prospects of army officers have been

| EAST TIMOR

largely determined by a tour of combat duty in East Timor
but this is no longer true.

However, a number of retired generals have made no
secret of their anger with Cilangkap. The most outspoken
opinion was voiced by retired Colonel Gatot Purwanto who
was chief intelligence officer in East Timor at the time of
the Santa Cruz massacre. He bitterly accused Wiranto of
being an officer ‘who has never seen service in Timor, who
has spent too much time carrying other people’s briefcases
and who knows nothing about the sufferings of the ordi-
nary soldier’.

Indonesia letting East Timor go

It is widely acknowledged that 20,000 soldiers have lost
their lives in East Timor. In the first 10 years alone, the
army is thought to have lost 15,000 men. Leaving East
Timor was seen by many hardliners as a betrayal of these
sacrifices. But with its backs to the wall on many fronts,
ABRI was hardly in a position to stand out against a policy
that accepted the reality of Indonesia's hard-pressed eco-
nomic and political situation on the world arena.

The domino theory

It has long been argued that Indonesia will never allow
East Timor to go independent for fear of the repercussions
in other parts of the country like West Papua and Aceh.
But it now appears that the present ABRI leadership be-
lieves that by disentangling itself from East Timor, it will
be in a better possible to devote its hard-pressed resources
to coping with these other problems. People no longer ac-
cept ABRI’s dominant role in society, nor are the authori-
ties able to cope with the many social eruptions. The dis-
turbances in Aceh, Ambon and parts of Java have exposed
ABRP’s weaknesses. The demand. for wide-ranging auton-
omy or federalism is growing in many of the country’s far-
flung regions.

It may have been the domino theory that persuaded
Megawati Sukarnoputri, chair of the PDI-Perjuangan, to
come out forcefully against allowing East Timor to go in-
dependent. She argued that the present government is a
transitional government and has no authority to take such a

decision. She has also refuted Habibie’s view that East
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EAST TIMOR

Women’s conference breaks new ground

A conference on ‘Timorese Women and International Law’ convened by the International Platform
of Jurists for East Timor, IPJET, was held in Lisbon in January. It provided a forum for the discus-
sion of a variety of issues confronting Timorese women caused by the horrors of the Indonesian in-
vasion as well as by discrimination against women within East Timorese society. The presence of
women coming direct from East Timor greatly enriched the discussions.

The conference brought together East Timorese women
in the diaspora active with the resistance, outstanding hu-
man rights activists working for years in solidarity with
East Timor, two East Timorese women who came from
Dili and an East Timorese student in Yogyakarta, along
with lawyers and academics from Indonesia, Portugal and
elsewhere. With such a mixed composition, there were
lively discussions on a number of controversial issues, as
well as a sense of frustration at the inability of international
legal instruments to deal effectively with the crimes against
humanity experienced on a daily basis by Timorese women
during the 23 years their country has been under Indone-
sian occupation.

Intolerable sufferings exposed

The most memorable moments occurred during the ses-
sion addressed by two Timorese women, themselves the
victims of Indonesian atrocities. Fatima Guterres spent
several years in the bush as the secretary of Falintil, the
armed resistance. She became the commander of the
women’s brigade and described the horrors inflicted on the
population by the encirclement and annihilation campaign
launched in 1977 by the Indonesian army with the support
of US aircraft when tens of thousands of Timorese were
forced to flee, many carrying ill and dying children. After
her husband died in her arms, she was captured gravely
weakened and hungry. Thereafter, she was tortured and
raped under interrogation. Later, when she was being
transported by helicopter, she saw another woman being
raped and thrown out of the aircraft.

Fatima said that these painful memories had strength-
ened her resolve to resist the Indonesian invaders. After
living for several in Dili, she left the country and now lives
in Portugal.

The other speaker was Armandina Gusmao Santos,
the sister of Xanana Gusmao, who lives in Dili. She spoke
of the horrors of the day of the invasion on 7 December
1975 when Indonesian soldiers parachuted into Dili and
scores of men and women were shot dead at the wharf.
Unable to control her emotions as she spoke, she described
the constant humiliations which women in occupied East
Timor experience at the hands of the Indonesian soldiers.

The session was chaired by Jim Dunn, former Austra-
lian diplomat who has written extensively on East Timor.
He was the first person to conduct interviews with
Timorese refugees in Portugal about the appalling atroci-
ties perpetrated in Dili on the day of the invasion. In re-
sponse to the appalling experiences of the two speakers, he
strongly condemned the international community for its
failure to support East Timor in the early years of the oc-

cupation and for its continuing failure to force Indonesia’s
rulers and members of the security forces to be held re-
sponsibility under international law for their crimes against
the people of East Timor. He spoke of the need for a major
international tribunal on crimes against humanity and war
crimes in East Timor.

Organising in defence of women’s rights

The other woman from Dili to address the conference
was Maria Domingas Fernandes Alves, popularly known
as Micato. She now heads a women’s rights organisation in
Dili, Forkopas, the Communications Forum for the
Women of Loro Sae.

She was only fifteen at the time of the invasion. She
saw her father being arrested and later went into the hills to
join up with the resistance, where she concentrated her ef-
forts on working in the women’s organisation, the OPMT,
but was captured in 1978. After a month of intense interro-
gation, she was released. In 1981, after her husband was
arrested, she began to get interested in women’s issues and
became an avid reader of women’s literature.

Forkopas has a wide range of activities including sup-
porting women political prisoners and the families of po-
litical prisoners, running seminars and courses to empower
women, providing support to mothers after child-birth and
in the care of their children,and counselling women who
have been traumatised by experiences with the forces of
occupation or because of discrimination within Timorese
society. It also provides courses on women’s rights and

The EAST TIMOR
PrROBLEM and the
ROLE OF EUROPE
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promotes the principles contained in the UN’s Convention
for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, CEDAW. She spoke of the cultural genocide un-
derway in Timor but said that despite the occupiers efforts
to win the hearts and minds of the Timorese youth through
the education system, they had not succeeded in isolating
them from the resistance.

The organisation issues a Bulletin called Babadok; it is
named after the cylinder-shaped drum which is played only
by women.

Micato later told TAPOL that her organisation was set
up two years ago and has a staff of fifteen with four de-
partments, for the dissemination of information, for educa-
tion, for the support of victims and the running of crisis
centres and for advocacy regarding gender issues and
women’s rights in a deeply patriarchal society.

Discrimination against women

Another major contribution came from Ivete de Ol-
iveira, a student in Yogyakarta who spoke at length about
her research into the position of women in marriage, their
subordinate status within their husband’s family and the
competing position of women whose husbands take several
wives. The dowry system frequently resulted in wives be-
ing treated as little more than chattels, she said.

She also spoke of widespread domestic violence. Out of
200 respondents in a recent study conducted in East Timor,
eighty per cent of the women said they had experienced
beating or other forms of violence. Women were reluctant
to report their sufferings to their own families, to the
church or to the police and had been brought up to consider
these sufferings as ‘fate’. In many parts of the country,
only the boys were sent to school, while women were fre-
quently disregarded when problems of the community were
being discussed. Women who had been defiled and raped
or forced into marriage by Indonesian soldiers were often
ostracised by their own families.- All too frequently, it was
the victim who was blamed for what had happened to her.

She reported the case of a widowed Timorese woman
who had been forced into liaisons with three Indonesian
soldiers from whom she had borne three children. She had
received no sympathy from the church in her predicament
and when she died of cancer in 1997, the church refused
her the last rites.

As part of her degree in Yogyakarta, Ivette has written a
dissertation on the Timorese women’s organisation, OPMT
which was set up by Fretilin in 1975. In the course of her
investigations, she discovered that the most highly revered
OPMT leader was known by her nom de guerre as Mulher
de Tapo. She fought for several years with Falintil and

who, Ivette said, was the first woman to die in the line of

fire. The OPMT’s first leader, Rosa Bonaparte, was shot
dead in Dili by the invading troops, along with scores of
others.

Another speaker, George Aditjondro, an Indonesian
academic now lecturing in Australia said that it was re-
grettable that too little attention was being paid to the his-
tory of the OPMT.

Women and the resistance

The most controversial issue during the conference was
the role of women in the East Timorese resistance move-
ment. Timorese women living in exile in Portugal, Austra-
lia, Canada and the UK were highly critical of the poor
representation of women in the governing councils of the
resistance organisation, the CNRT, and of the difficulties
they had had in getting their views expressed in what was a
male-dominated organisation.

The chairperson of Fretilin, Mari Alkatiri, strongly re-
jected claims that there was an anti-woman bias in his party
or in the CNRT, while the women who had come from
East Timor seemed to feel uncomfortable with the feminist
overtones of the challenges being presented. The experi-
ences of Timorese women in the diaspora have clearly in-
jected a new dimension in the discussion of women’s is-
sues in East Timor.

This vigorous discussion and the information imparted
about the depth of discrimination within Timorese society
means that women’s issues will certainly be one of the
major questions to be confronted by East Timorese society
once it has liberated itself from the shackles of the Indone-
sian occupation. The conference in Lisbon could prove to
be a landmark in preparing both men and women for this

mammoth task. »*

continued from page 10

bon, there were no fewer that four provocations. Two in-
volved minibus passengers being beating up by the driver and
the other two involved office workers being attacked with
machetes by unidentified persons. It is difficult to avoid the
conclusion that this was a show of force, to scare off the ob-
servers, making it impossible for them to continue with their
mission.

Horizontal and vertical conflicts

In today’s complex political climate in Indonesia, both
horizontal and vertical conflicts have emerged. This is to be
expected after a long period of an authoritarian dictatorship.
The political conflict in Aceh, reported elsewhere in this issue,
is primarily vertical. Acehnese society is relatively homoge-
nous and is held together by a deep sense of dissatisfaction
with Jakarta, which varies in strength among different sections
of society but the object of people’s discontent is the same.
Under such circumstances, it is difficult for military intelli-
gence or provocateurs to destabilise Acehnese community.
The only way to create terror is by sending in professional
killers.

The situation in Maluku is more vulnerable and fragile.
The community in places like Ambon is very heterogeneous
and provocateurs can reap a grim harvest. This kind of hori-
zontal conflict is very damaging and will have a negative im-
pact on efforts to build a healthy civil society there for many
years to come.

Placed in the context of the evil intentions emanating from
the Suharto clique to destabilise the situation in Indonesia, the
prospects for Indonesia in the coming difficult months as the
June elections approach are not good. »*
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SOCIAL UNREST

were eroded, to be replaced by authoritarian patron-client
relations.

According to Professor Loekman Soetrisno of the
Gadjah Mada University, the key to the country’s social
problems is chronic poverty and a concentration of hard-
line religious sentiment. Unrest often springs from long-
held animosities between rival religious and ethnic groups.
This, he said, could lead to clashes erupting almost without
warning. Loekman listed a number of places in the archi-
pelago which he described as potential flash points.

Wiranto and the opposition

On the fourth day of the riots, General Wiranto arrived
in Ambon together with a party of generals but it soon be-
came obvious that the security forces were unable to con-
trol the situation and Wiranto flew back to Jakarta without
achieving anything, not even meeting the different local
religious leaders. All the four-star general could do was
hand over Rp500 million to the local government for relief.
In desperation, General Wiranto held an emergency meet-
ing with the Ciganjur Four.

The Ciganjur Four, named after the place where Gus
Dur, a Muslim leader, lives, consists of the four top politi-
cal leaders outside the system. Amien Rais, Megawati and
Abdurrachman Wahid, or Gus Dur as he is known, repre-
sent the main political opposition groups, while the Sultan
of Yogyakarta is revered by many people in Central Java.

Wiranto’s meeting with the four opposition leaders
conveys a number of political messages. It was highly sig-
nificant that the commander-in-chief felt the need to confer
with the opposition about the grave situation in Ambon,
revealing the weakness of the Habibie government and the
inability of ABRI to restore peace and order in Ambon. It
was patently obvious that appeals for calm from Habibie
had gone totally unheeded in Maluku.

The two key post-Suharto players, President Habibie
and ABRI chief General Wiranto, are still widely seen as
Suharto stalwarts, greatly affecting their legitimacy and
credibility. Wiranto’s high-profile approach to leading non-
military leaders was also an effort to cast aside his image as
a Suharto protege. It has to be said however that the meet-
ing with the Cigajur Four had little effect on events in
Maluku.

New waves of violence

After the first wave of riots, the situation in Ambon re-
mained volatile while violent events outside the capital
kept the situation on the boil in several islands. A few

thousand Buginese left Ambon by ship and it is unclear
whether they will return to Ambon.

On 20 January a nasty incident occurred in the tiny vil-
lage of Telagakodok and the nearby Benteng Karang ham-
let, 30 km north of Ambon city. These two predominantly
Christian centres of population were wiped out. The at-
tackers killed twelve people and left seven injured, while
more than one thousand inhabitants fled their homes. Most
are migrants from south-east Maluku and the island of
Flores.

Then in February more violence erupted in Kairatu, a
small village on Seram, the island which is seen by many
locals as the main island. According to official reports, ten
people died.

On 14 February, another violent clash occurred, this
time on the island of Haruku which is very close to the is-
land of Ambon. There was a serious clash between the two
communities, Muslim and Christian, which resulted in
thirteen deaths and forty-three seriously injured. According
to press reports, most of the victims died from gunshot
wounds which may be because the army and the police
were operating their shoot-on-sight command. The trigger
for this violence was the torching a day earlier of the house
of a Christian family.

Provocateurs

Analysts are puzzled as to why a relatively harmonious
society could explode so violently. 135 people have been
arrested in Ambon alone and are undergoing intensive
questioning. At least half are likely to go on trial. Many
were identified as members of the notorious organisation
Pemuda Pancasila (PP) which can best be described as the
biggest group of ‘organised crime’, and which enjoys the
political protection of the Suharto family. After Suharto’s
downfall, this group has repeatedly been mentioned as the
main provider of provocateurs in the many cases of looting
and riots. The PP is chaired by a notorious individual, Yor-
rys Raweyaj, a frequent visitor to the Suharto residence,
who has won himself a place in Indonesia’s rogues’ gal-
lery, symbolising the bleak political climate in post-
Suharto Indonesia. Many analysts believe that Cendana
(the Suharto residence) finances the disruptive operations
of Yorrys and his hirelings but nobody has yet come up
with conclusive evidence.

As for the Maluku riots, both General Wiranto and
Maluku police chief Colonel Karyono have suggested that
they were instigated by provocateurs. It is common knowl-
edge that provocateurs have played a key role in fanning
riots in other places like Banyuwangi, Ketapang and
Krawang. General Wiranto is said to have been informed
about the role of PP provocateurs.

According to reports in the Indonesian press, 862 pre-
man (political gangsters) arrived in Ambon shortly before
the riots, which would suggest that provocation has played
a major part in the on-going Maluku tragedy. The activities
of the provocateurs appear to follow a pattern which has so
far proven to be very effective. They create an incident
which could be anything from beating up someone in the
street to burning a house in a village. Information is then
quickly disseminated to the affected community and
hugely inflated on the way so as to have the greatest possi-
ble impact.

During a visit to Ambon by two observers from Kom-
nas Ham, the National Human Rights Commission, to Am-

continued on page 8
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ACEH

ammunitions company, Pindad, in the vicinity of the Idi
Cut military command the day after the massacre. More
Pindad bullets were recovered from wounded survivors and
from the bodies found in the river. In defiance of every-
thing already known about the atrocity, the army also al-
leged that the shooting took place at the site of the rally as
the crowds were dispersing.

Army must withdraw, impunity must end

In a statement issued on 15 February, TAPOL said that
the human rights situation in Aceh will continue to deterio-
rate unless the army halts its special operations and with-
draws its troops from Aceh, not only the combat troops but
also the territorial troops which make up the main force in
the province.

In the wake of this latest atrocity, there have been
growing calls in Aceh for it to separate from the Republic
of Indonesia by means of a referendum, bearing in mind
that the Acehnese people have experienced one tragedy
after another over the past ten years while members of the
armed forces enjoy impunity from prosecution. Moreover,
the Acehnese people have stood by powerless as the terri-
tory’s rich natural resources have been exploited for the
benefit of the heavily-centralised Indonesian state and
those who control the country’s economy, while receiving
almost nothing in return.

In response to the deepening sense of frustration in
Aceh about its status and the overwhelming role of the

military, the provincial governor, Professor Syamsuddi.n
Mahmud recently suggested that the best way forward is
for Aceh and other Indonesian provinces to become part of
a federated state. This elicited a sharp rebuke from Indone-
sia’s Minister of Justice, Professor Muladi, asserting that
Indonesia is a unitary state.

In its statement TAPOL called on European Union em-
bassies in Jakarta to dispatch a team of diplomats to Aceh
to conduct investigations, consult local human rights
NGOs and report back to the EU Council of Ministers. It
also called for an end to the army’s current operation
known as Operasi Wibawa '99, for all special forces to be
withdrawn from Aceh as the first step towards the total
demilitarisation of Aceh.

Two men arrested for speaking at rally

Two men who are suspected of having spoken at the
mass rally held just before the Idi Cut massacre have been
arrested. Dahlan alias Teungku Panton L: u, 32, was
shot in the leg as he was being arrested. The injury was so
serious that his leg had to be amputated. The police claim
that he was shot because he attacked the police with a ma-
chete. A journalist from the local newspaper, Serambi was
refused permission to speak to the wounded man. The
other man arrested Raziman alias Teungku Bagok, 40,
told journalists that he had handed himself in to the police
because he felt threatened although he would not say from
which quarter. He said that, as a villager, he spoke at the
meeting because he felt moved by the Free Aceh issue.
[Serambi, 18 February] *,

Army brutality reigns supreme in Aceh

When General Wiranto announced the lifting of Aceh’s military operational status last August, the
Acehnese did not expect thorough investigations into the human rights abuses perpetrated by the
military over the last ten years. Some may have hoped that their persecutors such as Suharto and
Syarwan Hamid would be made accountable. Yet even those whose hopes were tempered by a knowl-
edge of the army’s bloodthirsty ambitions in Aceh must be stunned by ABRI’s latest barbarity.

The recent excesses should be placed in the context of
the army’s determination not to relinquish control over
Aceh that would result from ending daerah operasi militer
or DOM. The intensification of military activity can be
traced back to within five days of the announcement, when
the media began to report renewed incidents of intimida-
tion. People who had revealed the location of mass graves
in public were being harassed by unknown individuals.
Government officials in Bireun were warned by a group of
masked men not to talk to reporters or NGOs. A rape vic-
tim was intimidated by members of Kopassus for reporting
what had happened to her. Two Kopassus officers at-
tempted to kidnap the wife of a man who had been ab-
ducted and has not been seen since. Mysterious Free Aceh
flag-raising incidents began to occur, such as in Puloh Si-
ren village, Peudada subdistrict, North Aceh.

Indeed the military’s intentions were seriously tested in
the announcement when Wiranto stated that ‘although hu-
man rights violations took place, the soldiers were only
doing their job of annihilating the armed security disturb-
ers,” adding that ‘those who remain at large will sooner or

later receive their just desserts from God.” On the same

day, senior cabinet minister, retired General Feisal Tanjung
told reporters that accusations of human rights abuses in
Aceh were ‘stories’, whereas former 011/Lilawangsa Re-
gional Commander, Colonel Dasiri Muswar, speculated
that the mass graves dated back to Dutch times or to the
killing of communists in 1965.

Kandang village

Much of the harassment and intimidation in Aceh, as
well as alleged Aceh Merdeka or Free Aceh (GAM) activi-
ties, has focused on Kandang, close to the LNG-rich town
of Lhokseumawe, where Mobil Oil Indonesia is based. In
our last issue, we reported two alleged GAM incidents —
the first in November when an armed convoy flew Free
Aceh flags, that ended at Kandang and the second involv-
ing a shoot-out between anti-riot police, Brimob, and GAM
personnel, including Ahmad Kandang, said to be a GAM
leader recently returned from Malaysia. In fact, some
families living in Kandang had moved elsewhere, as a
number of returnees from Malaysia previously unknown to
them began to settle there, apparently carrying out their
clandestine activities without hindrance from the security
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ARMED FORCES

Trial of Kopassus abductors a farce

The trial of eleven members of Kopassus, the army’s special forces, for kidnapping pro-democracy
activists during the closing months of the Suharto regime has been condemned by human rights ac-
tivists, some of the abducted victims and the families of thirteen missing men as a farce and a cover-
up for those truly responsible. The National Human Rights Commission and others have called the
trial an abuse of human rights and said it should be abandoned.

Altogether 23 pro-democracy activists were abducted
during the closing months of 1997 and in early 1998. Nine
of the abducted men were later released and some publicly
testified about their horrifying experiences. One of the ab-
ducted men was found dead while the other thirteen are
still unaccounted for.

Role of Prabowo ignored

The stunning injustice of this trial lies in the fact that
following an army investigation undertaken last August
into the abductions, the armed forces commander-in-chief,
General Wiranto announced his decision to discharge Lt-
General Prabowo, son-in-law of the now-deposed dictator
Suharto, who was the commander of Kopassus, the elite
commandos of the army, at the time of the abductions.
Amazingly, however, this was an ‘honorable’ discharge
and it was not followed by a decision to place Prabowo
under arrest and formally charge him. General Wiranto
said at the time that charges might be preferred against
Prabowo, but this did not happen. On the contrary, shortly
after his discharge. Prabowo left the country in a cloud of
secrecy and subsequently turned up in Jordan where he is
now living in permanent exile under the protection of his
close friend, King Abdullah.

In stark contrast to the findings of the army’s investiga-
tions, the eleven men now on trial before a military court
are said in the indictment to have acted on their own initia-
tive. Furthermore, it implies that they were justified in what
they did because they were acting in the interests of safe-
guarding national stability, under threat from a bunch of
‘radicals’. The eleven accused include one major, seven
captains and three sergeants.

Moreover, the indictment fails to make any mention of
the torture to which the abducted men were subjected, nor
does it hold the accused officers responsible for the thirteen
abductees whose fate still remains a mystery. The indict-
ment concerns itself solely with the nine men who were
released.

Four of the abducted men have been called as witnesses
but they have announced that they will refuse to testify in
protest at the unsatisfactory nature of the indictment. They
said they will not collaborate with any proceedings until
the thirteen missing men are released or an account is made
of what has happened to them.

The chairman of the National Human Rights Commis-
sion, Marzuki Darusman, has also roundly condemned the

trial as unfair and a violation of human rights, and has
called for it to be halted. ‘The whole trial is staged and
designed to minimise the damage done to ABRI and it
seems it will lead to a miscarriage of justice,” Marzuki said.
[Jakarta Post, 2 January 1999]

Wiranto is clearly bent on closing ranks within the
armed forces and has decided to mount a show trial of
lower ranks while protecting people like Prabowo and Su-
harto. The trial has nothing to do with ending impunity that
members of the armed forces have enjoyed since Suharto
came to power in 1965.

Political significance of the abductions

One of the most outspoken of the abducted men, Pius
Lustrilangang, strongly condemned the failure of the
prosecutor to charge the accused with torture. ‘For the
whole time we were held, we were tortured night and day,
beaten, tortured with lighted cigarettes, electricity and other
things.’

He said that it was unacceptable for the men to be in-
dicted on criminal charges. ‘The abductions were part of a
plan drawn up by Suharto to sustain himself in power. We
were abducted because we were protesting against his re-
appointment as president so it was part and parcel of Su-
harto’s political intrigues.” He was convinced that Suharto
was the one who gave the order and that the armed forces
commander in chief General Wiranto cannot evade respon-
sibility for the abductions.[ Wawasan, 24 December 1998]

Pius emerged from his abduction in April last year and
despite the trauma and the personal risks he exposed him-
self to, he spoke out about his terrible experiences at a
press conference in Jakarta and almost immediately went to
Washington to testify before members of Congress.

The head of Kontras, the Commission for the Disap-
pears and to Combat Violence, Munir, believes that other
elements within the armed forces besides Kopassus were
also involved in the abductions, including the Jakarta mili-
tary command and has insisted throughout that the trial
should not take place until ali the missing men have been
accounted for. *
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Indicting Suharto

The proceedings against General Pinochet of Chile for crimes committed while he was head of state
have focused world attention on the need to bring dictators to justice. A campaign is developing to
have Suharto indicted for the crimes against humanity perpetrated by his New Order regime.

It is an affront to justice that the former dictator has
been allowed to slip into comfortable retirement without
being held responsible for the many atrocities committed
during his 32-year despotic rule. Although there have been
persistent calls for him to be tried for corruption and other
economic crimes, that appears unlikely to happen while the
present power holders remain in position.

The trial of Suharto and other senior or retired armed
forces officers for crimes against humanity is now essen-
tial. (Other international criminal charges, such as geno-
cide and war crimes are also possible, but may be techni-
cally more difficult to prosecute.)

A trial should serve several purposes. It should satisfy
the need for punishment, deterrence and belated justice for
the many victims and help heal the wounds inflicted by 32
years of brutal repression. It should also contribute to the
Indonesian people’s understanding of their recent past and
the ideologies and power structures which lay behind the
massive violations of human rights committed by the Su-
harto regime. This understanding is a pre-requisite to the
building of a democratic future based on justice and fun-
damental human rights.

Growing demands for indictment

The international focus on the case against Pinochet has
led several lawyers and commentators in Indonesia to call
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for Suharto’s indictment. On 15 January, five Indone-
sian human rights organisations petitioned the National
Commission on Human Rights (Komnas Ham) to conduct
a comprehensive investigation into his crimes. This is an
important initiative, but it remains to be seen whether
Komnas Ham will respond positively.

In Yogyakarta, Central Java, a group of former PKI
prisoners has started to investigate the 1965 killings in that
area with a view to establishing a database of evidence
against Suharto.

Moves have also been made by the Portuguese section
of the International Commission of Jurists to-have Suharto
extradited to Portugal for crimes in East Timor. That ini-
tiative is, however, likely to fail since there is no extradi-
tion treaty between Portugal and Indonesia and Suharto
will be wary of travelling to a third country which might
extradite him. In any event, Portuguese groups may now
consider it prudent to desist from any action which might
antagonise the Indonesian Government at this sensitive
time in negotiations on the future of East Timor.

Possible mechanisms

It is important that Indonesian groups take the lead in
the campaign to indict Suharto and their initiatives should
be watched closely and supported from abroad. Ideally,
Suharto should be called to account before an Indonesian
tribunal, but if that does not prove possible, there are sev-
eral options at the international level.

The Pinochet precedent - according to which a Spanish
judge has compiled a series of charges relating to offences
committed against Spanish citizens — could be used, but it
is most applicable to East Timorese citizens living in Por-
tugal of Australia. In their case, it may not advisable for
the reasons stated above.

The Permanent International Criminal Court established
by the UN in June 1998 is not an option since it cannot
deal with crimes committed before it was set up. However,
an ad hoc tribunal similar to those relating to the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda might be possible if sufficient
international political will can be generated and if a new
Indonesian regime can be persuaded to acknowledge the
jurisdiction of such a tribunal. There is a recent precedent
in the case of Cambodia. Following a resolution by the UN
General Assembly, a team of experts recently visited the
country to investigate crimes committed by the Khmer
Rouge. The Cambodian Prime Minister has accepted the
establishment of an international tribunal as long as it oper-
ates outside the country.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

At present, the indictment of Suharto is not high on the
list of priorities of the international community, and key
players, such as the US and the UK, may be reluctant to
provide support in view of their complicity in some of Su-
harto’s most heinous crimes.

For this reason, it is necessary for campaigners to con-
centrate initially on raising the profile of Suharto as a brutal
dictator and on shaming the international community into
taking action against him.

Raising awareness

Following the Pinochet case, commentators and legal
experts have speculated on the possible trials of other noto-
rious criminals such as Idi Amin, ‘Baby Doc’ Duvalier,
and Saddam Hussein but little has been said about Suharto.
The scale of his crimes has not yet entered into interna-
tional consciousness.

Ironically, Suharto’s anti-communist purge in the 1960s
was considered to be such an admirable precedent by Pino-
chet’s troops that they scrawled the warning ‘Jakarta is
coming’ on the walls of the presidential palace during the
1973 coup against Salvador Allende. Even then, the vio-
lence they unleashed, resulting in more than 3,000 deaths
and disappearances, was nothing compared to that inflicted
by the Suharto regime on its hundreds of thousands of
murder victims.

One means of raising awareness is the establishment of
an Alternative International Tribunal similar to the Ber-
trand Russell tribunal set up to investigate Vietnam War

atrocities. This will need the support of partners such as
the International Commission of Jurists and the US-based
Centre for Constitutional Rights, which successfully sued
Major-General Sintong Pandjaitan in relation to the murder
of Kamal Bamadaj, a Malaysian student during the Santa
Cruz massacre in East Timor.

Power and impunity

Proceedings against Suharto should also help to curb
the malign influence he continues to exert over everyday
political events, and undermine some of the enduring
power structures founded on his patronage network and the
privileged position of the armed forces.

Unless action is taken against him, Suharto’s continued
freedom and impunity will remain a dangerous source of
instability at this crucial time in Indonesia’s democratic
development. Followers of Suharto have been linked with
much of the violence which has shaken the country in re-
cent months. In particular, a close friend and ally, Yorrys
Raweyai, who heads the Pemuda Pancasila youth group
has been questioned about his involvement in provoking
recent religious rioting in Ambon, which has so far claimed
well over 100 lives [see separate item].

Meanwhile press reports have indicated that the Suharto
family is funding up to 70 political parties in an attempt to
influence the June elections and prevent his eventual trial.

TAPOL intends to play a prominent role in the cam-
paign to indict Suharto over the next 12 months and
comments and offers of support from our readers will be
much appreciated. »*
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UK-INDONESIA TIES

Governments shamed by TV programmes

In January, two powerful television programmes — ‘The Mark Thomas Comedy Product’ and ‘The
Timor Conspiracy’ by John Pilger - caused acute official embarrassment by eliciting admissions of
torture by the Indonesians and exposing continuing British complicity in Indonesian repression

through its arms sales policy.

“At an arms fair in Greece, Major General Agus
Widjojo, the Chief of Indonesia’s Staff and Command
School and formerly the Assistant of General Planning,
admitted to the Mark Thomas team that torture is practised
by the armed forces. ‘We did some tortures to protect the
security of society’, he said.

Mark Thomas — a stand-up comedian whose dramatised
stunts have exposed many uncomfortable truths about those
in power — had set up a fake company to provide public
relations advice to the arms industry on how to respond to
negative publicity about human rights.

His meeting with Widjojo led to a session with the
defence attaché to the Indonesian embassy in London,
Colonel Halim, who confirmed that torture is used and
volunteered the information that the Indonesian army is
using Saracen and Saladin armoured vehicles, made by the
UK company Alvis, in East Timor.  The British
Government has always refused to admit that British
military equipment is used in East Timor.

The programme also included a conversation, recorded
in Greece, with Paul Greenwood, the military business
director of Pains Wessex, a UK company based in
Salisbury. He described how officials from the Department
of Trade and Industry have no qualms about UK
companies selling equipment via licensed production
facilities in third countries (thereby avoiding UK export
licensing regulations) and said: ‘Just as long as we’re not
shipping in the UK, they don’t give a toss.” Pains Wessex
has in the past supplied tear gas to Indonesia.

The Timor Conspiracy

John Pilger’s updated version of his 1994 Death of a
Nation reminded us once again of the British
Government’s complicity in the tragedy of East Timor. In
the face of official cynicism, the British public registered
its solidarity with the East Timorese people by telephoning
in their thousands after the programme. Over 200,000 call
attempts were made.

New footage included Robin Cook, then Labour’s front
bench spokesman on foreign affairs, saying in 1994 ‘Hawk
aircraft — made by British Aerospace — have been observed
on bombing raids since 1984°.

Current Foreign Office Minister Derek Fatchett
displayed depressingly familiar sophistry by evading
Pilger’s questions about arms export licences granted by
the Labour Government and by asserting that the
Government does not have the power to revoke a licence
for the export of more Hawk aircraft granted by the
Conservatives in November 1996. His assertion is wrong.
The power to revoke licences is set out clearly in the export

control legislation. For reasons which have never been
fully explained, the Government has abdicated
responsibility and refused to exercise that power.

Parliamentary responses

Questioned by MPs about the Mark Thomas
revelations, ministers resorted to their favourite tactic of
blaming previous governments. The armoured vehicles
being used in East Timor were, they said, exported in the
1960s and ‘no formal mechanisms exist for monitoring the
use of British defence equipment once it has been
exported’.

This failure to monitor previously-exported equipment
is a clear dereliction of the Government’s duty. Indonesia
has given assurances to the British Government as a
sovereign entity (not to a government in power at a
particular time) that equipment will not be used for internal
repression or deployed in East Timor. The present
government has a duty to ensure that those assurances are
not broken irrespective of who granted the licence.

Meanwhile a parliamentary written answer to Ann
Clwyd revealed that a further 25 export licences were
granted for military exports to Indonesia in the period 11
May 1998 to 31 December 1998. A total of 92 licences
have now been granted since Labour came to power. Only
seven have been refused.

At the end of last year, two parliamentary reports — the
Trade and Industry Committee’s report on ‘Strategic
Export Controls’ and the Foreign Affairs Committee’s
report on ‘Foreign Policy and Human Rights’ — were
published and cited submissions made by TAPOL. The
Foreign Affairs Committee took particular account of our
criticism of the Government’s ‘constructive partnership’
with Indonesia under Suharto. The Committee criticised
the implementation of this policy, saying it ‘...seems to
have been seriously flawed, as the Government continued
to work actively...with the corrupt and moribund regime of
Suharto until his overthrow.’

The Trade and Industry Committee’s report reserved
judgement on the efficacy of the Government’s new export
licensing criteria until the publication of the long-awaited
annual report on arms exports. This continues to be
delayed with the latest excuse being that Customs and
Excise got their facts wrong. Presumably the spin doctors
are also having trouble putting the necessary gloss on the
report. Further developments are awaited. »*
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