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Leading playwright arrested

One of Indonesia’s best-loved playwrights and actresses, Ratna Sarumpaet, was arrested along with
her daughter and seven others, as a People’s Summit was being held on the outskirts of Jakarta to
coincide with Suharto’s re-appointment for a seventh term as president.

The arrests came as the climax of hundreds of arrests in
Jakarta and across the country to prevent pro-democracy
activists from taking to the streets to protest against the re-
enthronement of the dictator who has ruled Indonesia for
32 years.

The People’s Summit had hardly got underway when a
large force of police encircled the area and made a beeline
for Ratna Sarumpaet, actress and playwright. As co-
ordinator of SIAGA, a ginger group supporting opposition
leaders Megawati Sukarnoputri and Amien Rais, she was
explaining why it would be difficult to continue with the
event in view of the massive police presence. A lengthy
tussle ensued as a number of those present attempted io
hold back the uniformed and plain clothes police officers
determined to arrest her. She was eventually grabbed and
forced into a police van.

According to British journalist David Watts, twenty
heavily armed police arrived in lorries ‘cocking their M16
rifles (as) they cordoned off activists and journalists’. An-
other snatch squad turned up and the actress and seven oth-
ers disappeared into police custody.” Edmund McWilliams,
an official from the US embassy who witnessed the event
said: ‘That’s where we are with democracy in this country.
People are just not free to demonstrate.” [The Times, 11
March]

Others arrested at the People’s Summit were:

Ging Ginanjar, a journalist who is active in AJI, the
unrecognised Alliance of Independent Journalists.

Fathom Saulina, the 23-year old daughter of Ratna
Sarumpaet, who was not attending the Summit but was
waiting nearby to be ready to drive her mother home.

Coki Naipospos, a former political prisoner and direc-
tor of MIK, the Indonesian Humanitarian Association.
Coki was released on parole some years ago after com-
pleting half of an eight-year sentence. If jailed again, he
would also almost certainly have to serve the remainder of
the earlier sentence.

Alexius Suria Tjahaja Tomu, a human rights lawyer,
who was present at the event in his capacity as a lawyer, to
help others in case of arrest.

Wira, a human rights activist.

Joel Thaher, activist and member of Ratna
Sarumpaet’s theatrical group.

Aspar Paturus.

Hendri Hermawan, a journalist from Lampung, South
Sumatra.

The last two have been allowed home but will never-
theless face charges.
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On the same day, students held protests at a number of
campuses in Tegal, Bandung and Surakarta. In Purwokerto,
a member of the local assembly decided to go to the cam-
pus to meet the students who were not being allowed to
march to the assembly building.

At the Teacher Training College in Bandung, students
drew attention to the food crisis by burning a pile of salted
fish, to make the point that poorer people were no longer
able to afford to buy meat, eggs or poultry.

Students arrested in Yogyakarta

In Yogyakarta, where thousands of students took their
action onto Malioboro, the city’s main thoroughfare, forty
student activists of the Cipayung Group were rounded up
on 9 March and taken to the city police command. Six
were held overnight. They were accused of participating in
an action without police permission. One, Arifan Syafe’i,
coordinator of the Mouths-Shut Action, has been formally
charged under one of the political laws. The Cipayung
Group is a coalition of several student organisations that
have survived the ban on independent organisations, the
Muslim, Nationalist, Catholic and Protestant students’ or-
ganisations, PMI1, HMI, GMNI, PMKRI and GMKI.

The Yogyakarta Legal Aid Institute issued a statement
strongly condemning the arrests. The students were en-
gaged in a perfectly legitimate action at a time of grave
economic crisis. The Institute also called on the armed
forces chief to order his men not to use violence against
demonstrating students.

IMF bailout condemned

Suharto’s swearing in on 11 March did not bring the
student actions to an end. On the contrary, the announce-
ment of his cabinet of stinking-rich cronies provoked re-
newed protest on many campuses.

In Jember, East Java, where students had earlier cov-
ered their mouths with fake Rp50,000 bank-notes, a dem-
onstration attacking the IMF programme for Indonesia was
organised on 14 March. Students carrying anti-IMF ban-
ners marched from faculty to faculty, with more and more
students joining in. One huge banner read: ‘IMF, your aid
will strangulate the people. There’s no prosperity for the
people without democracy.” Another read: ‘The IMF, a
wolf in sheep’s clothing.” Speeches attacking the harmful
consequences of the IMF programme and calling for
Habibie’s aerospace company, IPTN, and Tommy Su-
harto’s ‘national’ car business to be closed down were
made at a free-speech forum. [Surya, 15 March]

Violence erupts in Bandar Lampung

The most violent clash of all between students and
troops occurred in Bandar Lampung, South Sumatra during
a mass action on 19 March. The action was organised by a
coalition of student groups from eight campuses called the
Lampung Student Alliance. Dozens of students were badly
bruised and struck on the head in the tussle.

The conflict began when student representatives failed
to convince the security forces to let them leave the cam-
pus. Thousands of students then took part in a free-speech
forum, making speeches, reading statements and reciting
struggle poetry. When some of the students started walking
back to their own campuses, they came across a clutch of
intelligence agents sitting at a coffee stall. One of the
agents came out and fired three shots into the air. The stu -

STUDENT PROTEST

dents responded by throwing stones at the men who then
started throwing stones at the students.

Other security forces then joined the fracas, chasing the
students and firing tear-gas canisters. One student managed
to get hold of a tear-gas canister and threw it back at the
troops. Another group started chasing the military. Others
fled, trying to get back to the campus they had just left, but
were prevented from doing so by troops wielding batons
and beating people.

Scores of students were rounded up and taken off by the
police. While in police custody, they were subjected to
violent maltreatment by the police. They were slapped,
kicked and beaten with leather belts and burned with ciga-
rettes. One young man was slashed on the arm with a razor
blade. Following their release, thirteen people were taken
to hospital to be treated for their wounds.

When three police officers entered the university to
hold discussions with staff, they were prevented from
leaving by the students until an agreement was reached
about the release of the students.

The following day nine students began a hunger strike
on the campus calling for the authorities to be called to
account for the acts of repression, for those still being held
to be released and for the return of all personal belongings
that had been confiscated.

ABRUYI’s response to student unrest

By their policy of ‘tolerating’ student protest on cam-
puses, the armed forces have in fact paved the way for a
major challenge to the regime. The numerous confronta-
tions and clashes at campus gates have only added fuel to
the flames of student anger. Following the violent clashes
in Lampung, the chief of police, General Dibyo Widodo
told the press that he had instructed provisional police
chiefs to hold talks with the students. Earlier, armed forces
commander, General Wiranto, issued a call for dialogue
with the students.
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Given the depth of anger among students about the
economic and political crisis, it is unlikely that students
will enter into a deal aimed at preventing further actions.
They know that, unlike the situation in the past when stu-
dents demonstrated, they now enjoy the support of many
members of staff and university administrations. Although
their demands have been directed at issues concerning the
people as a whole, students also know very well that when
they graduate, they will find it virtually impossible to find
jobs in an economy in a state of collapse. The chances of
ABRI pushing the genie back into the bottle they them-
selves uncorked is remote. »*
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omy, Industry and Supervision of Development (EKUIN),
previously held by Saleh Afiff, no longer exists. We now
have a Coordinating Minister of Economy and Develop-
ment Supervision under Air Marshall Ginandjar Kartasas-
mita, a staunch nationalist with strong anti-IMF credentials.
Ginandjar is one of the very few left who was in the previ-
ous EKUIN team. He retains his position as head of the
National Planning Board and is not one of the IMF’s fa-
vourites.

The new Minister of Finance is Fuad Bawazier, previ-
ously Director-General of Taxation at the Finance Depart-
ment. He has been a fixer for quite some time for the Su-
harto family, making it easy to clear import goods with tax
exemptions. He is also treasurer of one of the main foun-
dations of the Suharto family. Here is the family’s financial
protector elevated to a position where he will be able to
play this role even more effectively.

A new post has been created, the Department of State-
owned Enterprises (BUMN) which has been given to Tanri
Abeng. He was previously the chief executive of several
leading corporations, including Bintang Beer and Bakrie
Bros. It will now fall to him to close down the ailing
BUMN companies. Most state companies have suffered
huge losses because of mismanagement and corruption. It
is a public secret that many bureaucrats and retired military
have earned plenty by siphoning off wealth from these
companies.

Already before the announcement of the new cabinet,
all the directors of the central bank, Bank Indonesia, had
been sacked. The new governor of the Bank is Safril

Sabirin, who is seen as being more willing to serve the.

wishes of Cendana (Suharto’s private residence) than his
predecessor.

The Tutut gang

Several of the newcomers are members of the Tutut
gang. This includes Professor Muladi, former dean of the
state Diponegoro University in Semarang, who has become
the Minister of Justice. He was a senior member of Kom-
nas HAM, the National Commission of Human Rights. In a
study issued by the Legal Aid Institute at the end of 1997
assessing the conduct of prominent Indonesians and their
views on the universality of human rights, Muladi was sin-
gled out as one of the worst. His statements have repeat-
edly contradicted the fifty-year-old Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

Another Tutut pawn is Theo Sambuaga, the new Min-
ister of Manpower. A student activist in the early seventies,
he jumped over the fence and joined the ruling elite. He is
a member of parliament and a close collaborator of Tutut
in GOLKAR, the government party of which she is deputy
chair.

Even the new minister of religion is now within the Su-
harto fold. The post is occupied by Quraish Shihab whose
claim to fame is that he is the First Family’s ulama and
takes charge of most religious ceremonies held in Cen-
dana, Suharto’s private residence; he also accompanied
Suharto to the Holy Land.

Another GOLKAR MP from the Tutut wing is Agung
Laksono, who has been rewarded with the position of
Minister of Youth and Sport. He is part owner of the pri-
vate ANTeve broadcasting company, the daily newspaper,
Media Indonesia, and a tabloid called Target. He fre-
quently interferes in editorial matters of these publications.

POLITICS

Rahmadi Bambang Soemadyo former Director General
of Public Works has now taken over as Minister of Public
Works. Over the years, the Suharto kids have made pots of
money from lucrative infra-structural projects thanks to
him.

Sumahadi has been appointed Minister of Forestry and
Plantations. He previously held a senior position in the
same ministry and was responsible for the (mis)use of the
huge Reforestation Fund. He was also a decision-maker in
the conversion of forests to commercial use. With Bob
Hasan now in control of trade and industry, this post shriv-
els in significance.

Bob Hasan, creme de la creme

Bob Hasan aka Thee Kian Seng is the exception to the
rule. While political power is strictly out of bounds for
Sino-Indonesians, [see separate piece], Bob Hasan has won
enormous influence for himself. Nicknamed Tarzan, the -
king of the jungle, it was widely believed that his powers
were much greater than the previous Minister of Forestry.
Now Tarzan, Suharto’s long time buddy and golfing part-
ner, has been assigned as the new Minister for Trade and
Industry.

In the previous cabinet, there was a Coordinating Min-

ister for Industry and Trade filled by Hartarto. This has

now been downgraded to Coordinating Minister of Devel-
opment Supervision with Hartarto in charge. The result is
that the role of the Trade and Industry Minister is pivotal.
He owns a swathe of corporations, most of which cover
assets of the Suharto dynasty. Several of Suharto’s off-
spring were groomed for business in one of this man’s
many companies. Bob Hasan is said to be one of the few
people who can enter the Cendana fortress without an ap-
pointment.

One of the main companies run by Bob Hasan is
Nusamba, the financial arm of Suharto’s three main foun-
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ECONOMY

No solution in sight for economic woes

The economic crisis in Indonesia continues to deteriorate. The appointment of a cabinet packed with
cronies has only made things worse. Most analysts agree that there is no hope for the Indonesian
economy as long as the 76-year-old despot remains in power. High-level power games are under way
to convince Suharto to comply with the IMF bailout programme but for the Indonesian people, liv-
ing conditions are getting worse by the day. Nothing is being done to alleviate that.

Adam Schwarz has summed up the situation as follows:
‘The economy of Indonesia is no longer on the brink of
collapse; it is collapsing.” [Washington Post, 22 March]

A quick glance at the so-called fundamentals of the
economy provides a bleak picture of current conditions and
prospects. The Indonesian currency, the rupiah, still stands
at around 10,000 to the dollar, little more than twenty per
cent of its value last July. This has meant a catastrophic
increase in the price of most goods in the shops; even the
nine basic commodities including rice, kerosene and
cooking oil, have been affected. Price increases vary enor-
mously from regior to region, in some places jumping by
several hundred per cent. A small demonstration in Jakarta
in February by a group of 'concerned mothers' drew atten-
tion to the sharp rise in the price of baby food. Newspapers
frequently carry reports about the crisis hospitals and pa-
tients are facing because of the skyrocketing in the price of
medicines. Blood banks are suffering quantity and quality
problems and the unavailability of imported chemicals to
screen blood supplies has raised the fear of blood-
transmitted diseases, including HIV. [Washington Post, 22
March]

Tempe, a popular, cheap soya bean food has soared in
price because of the higher cost of locally-produced and
imported soya bean. Chicken and eggs which are widely
consumed are now prohibitively expensive or simply not

available because of the sharp increase in the price of im-
ported chicken feed which has put 80,000 chicken farms

out of business.

The price of the staple food, rice, has risen, in some
places by several hundred per cent. Here the problem is
partly the 1997 drought, although some experts believe that
the harvest failure was caused in part by degradation of the
land because of government-sponsored development proj-
ects. Indonesia will now have to import a record five mil-
lion tonnes of rice as compared with 750,000 million ton-
nes in 1997, eating into its rapidly diminishing foreign cur-
rency reserves, and forcing up the price of rice on the
world market.

Massive unemployment

Unemployment has risen sharply. According to the
government-sponsored union, the FSPSI, it went up from
2.5 million in 1997 to 8.7 million in February this year and
is likely to rise to 13.5 million by the end of the year. Oth-
ers suggest that the figure is far higher. Account must be
taken not only of the millions made redundant but of the
more than two and a half million joining the labour market
from school. Moreover, Indonesian statistics treat those

WELL, You'vE
.

HEARD , WE HAVE To TIGHTEN ‘ %
A T BELT. . .

Trouw, 16.1.98

working for one hour as week as the ‘disguised unemployed’;
they number far more than the fully unemployed.

The government has done nothing yet this year to raise
the basic minimum wage which would normally be an-
nounced in January for implementation in April. The
minimum wage in Jakarta (it is lower elsewhere) is
Rp5,700 a day which at the current rate of the rupiah is
worth about 63 cents. This means that Indonesia probably
has the cheapest labour force in the world. But this appall-
ing statistic is not even helping to boost exports as indus-
tries producing for export have huge problems purchasing
imported raw materials at the current rate of exchange and
cannot get bank loans to provide the cash flow they need to
keep production moving.

There is no such thing as a safety net for unemployed
workers. Some laid-off workers can expect to receive
statutory redundancy pay of a month’s pay for each year
worked but many companies manage to duck their respon-
sibility in collusion with local officials.

The banking system has virtually ground to a halt be-
cause of the huge burden of non-performing loans. The
central bank is reported to have pumped huge sums of
money into the banks in the hope of restoring confidence
but this has fuelled inflation. According to the Bureau of
Statistics, prices went up by fifteen per cent in the month of
February. According to official statistics which-certainly
understate the real situation, the annualised rate of inflation
is 32 per cent and could soon go above 50 per cent, bring-
ing the country to the verge of hyper-inflation.
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The Suharto offspring would have benefited from the
scheme by being able to grab dollars at a better rate, pay
off their crippling debts and, who knows, cut and run with
some of the proceeds. Whether the economy as a whole
would reap any benefit was another matter. Under this Cur-
rency Board System, the amount of money in circulation
would have to expand or contract in strict parallel with the
rise and fall in foreign currency reserves. The only means
of dealing with a fall which would certainly occur would
be to reduce the money supply through a sharp increase in
interest rates, forcing the economy into recession with dire
consequences for tens of millions of people.

The IMF had its own reasons for disliking the system
and soon made it clear that disbursement of the second
tranche of $3 billion due on 15 March would be withheld
until Indonesia showed a greater willingness to abide by
the Fund’s prescriptions.

In the end it was Suharto’s newly appointed Finance
Minister, Fuad Bawazier, who announced that pegging the
rupiah was not an option because foreign exchange re-
serves were too low and the money in circulation too high,
a bleak admission of the severity of the monetary crisis.

Preserving ‘family values’ |

Suharto has never made any secret of his dislike for and
distrust of the IMF. Back in August last year when his
technocrat ministers were negotiating with the Fund for a
rescue package, Suharto insisted that Indonesia would not
accept its money, only its ‘advice’. In essence, the conflict
centres on the need of western financial institutions, west-
ern capital, to rid developing economies of the scourge of
monopolies, cronyism and corruption, which stand in the

Hunger ! Hunger!

way of the deep penetration of foreign capital. Liberalisa-
tion of the capital account, free unfettered foreign capital
investment is what they want and what the New Order
economy, under Suharto’s tutelage, is not willing to allow.

For two months, the IMF programme was stalled by
persistent pronouncements that the Currency Board System
was Suharto’s favoured option, the only way as he saw it to
bring the rupiah up to a more acceptable level. As the 15
March deadline for the IMF’s decision regarding the sec-
ond tranche approached, senior western government min-
isters once again beat a path to Jakarta, hoping - again - to
knock sense into the despot who was about to secure yet
another five-year term to reign over the long-suffering In-
donesian people and the badly battered economy.

Former US vice-president Walter Mondale (the man
who cleared the way back in 1978 for the US_ to sell a
squadron of A-4 ground-attack bombers at the height of In-

ECONOM

donesia’s war against East Timor, see TAPOL Bulletin

No 28 - incorrectly numbered 27 - June 1978) led the pack,
followed by Britain’s Minister of State Derek Fatchett.
Their message? No CBS, no monopolies, trim your fam-
ily’s business interests, otherwise the IMF bailout is off.
When TAPOL asked the Foreign Office whether Fatchett
had also protested against the human rights abuses that
were happening everywhere, we were told that a ministe-
rial mission could only handle one issue at a time and that
solving the economic crisis had to be given priority.

In yet another rebuff, Suharto suddenly complained that
the IMF programme is in conflict with Article 33 of the
Indonesian Constitution which stipulates that the country’s
economy must be based on family values. But he didn’t
say, whose family.

On top of this came the announcement of his new cabi-
net, packed with cronies and their hangers-on, with not an
IMF-friendly technocrat in sight.

Hanging on

Ranged against a crazed dictator determined to hang on
to power, the West decided to beat a retreat, to strike yet
another deal, to show ‘flexibility’. It would do anything to
retain some leverage, to keep the Indonesian economy
afloat, primarily to get money repaid to banks in Japan,
western Europe and the US, and prevent Indonesia from
declaring a moratorium on payment of its foreign debt.

Most commentators in Indonesia see the IMF bailout as
a boon for the country because its initial aim is the elimi-
nation of monopolies and cartels,
inflicting untold damage on the
business interests of the Suharto
clique and cronies. But the Fund’s
reach goes much farther than this,
deep cuts in government expen-
diture on fuel and other subsidies,
moves to make the labour market
even more flexible, to freeze
wages, to re-direct the  manage-
ment of resources towards secur-
ing the repayment of ever mount-
ing debts and open the economy
to unrestricted access to foreign
capital.

It many ways, it parallels the style of economic man-
agement already being carried out under the New Order,
albeit under different management. Such an option is
anathema to a country seeking to establish itself as a de-
mocracy, serving the interests of the majority of the peo-
ple. ®

continued from page 17
sian boat people fleeing from the economic crisis and are ex-

pelling large number of economic refugees. This provided
them with an opportunity to get rid of the hundreds of
Acehnese refugees who face persecution in Indonesia,
treating them as if they were just ordinary ‘illegal immi-
grants’.

SUARAM has called on the International Committee of
the Red Cross and the UNHCR to intervene in the crisis by
ensuring that proper evaluation procedures are undertaken to
protect them from forcible repatriation. It also called for an
independent investigation into the affair, the results of which
should be made public. *
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the Programme had pinpointed one thousand blazes on the
island of Kalimantan alone.

Whopping great bill

The Singapore-based Economy and Environment Pro-
gramme for Sou east Asia and the Indonesian office of
WWEF, the World Wide Fund for Nature, conducted a study
of the cost of the 1997 fires in terms of ill-health and af-
fected sectors of the economy. Indonesia bore the brunt of
the damage with an estimated US$1 billion mostly because
of short-term diseases like respiratory disorders and eye
infections. Another US$90 million was lost in tourism and
airport shutdowns.

Neighbouring Malaysia lost about US$300 million
mainly in Jost industrial production and a slump in tourism
and airport shutdowns. Singapore also lost some US$60
million mainly in tourism. Both countries spent an addi-
tional US$12 million in health costs. Some 70 million peo-
ple were affected by the thick smog.

The researchers warn that their figures are conservative.
The long-term damage to health, which may persist for
decades have not been taken into account and could be
incalculable.

A more comprehensive estimate of the damage includ-
ing damage to the environment concludes that the fires in
Indonesia are costing Southeast Asia no less than US$5-6
billion. The figures come from a study by the Economy
and Environment Programme for Southeast Asia and cover
total losses during 1997 and estimated losses for 1998,
should the fires continue.

The group also concludes that this year’s fires, mostly
started by farmers and logging firms, have already de-
stroyed vast tracts of priceless virgin forest and agricultural
land in East Kalimantan and on Sumatra.

Incapacitated by crisis

Last December, the ASEAN environmental ministers
met to draft a “regional haze action plan”. Malaysia was
given the task of working out ways to combat the fires,
Singapore agreed to find ways of improving the monitoring
while Indonesia was supposed to invest in fire-fighting
facilities. However, the economic crisis was still in its early
stages; it was in the following month that the rupiah fell
dramatically to about 70 per cent of its value the previous
July. -

Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, the environment minister
(who has since lost his job too) warned that Indonesia’s
capacity to combat fires ‘would be severely diminished by
the current economic crisis’. Indonesia has a well-endowed
Reforestation Fund set up to replant and protect the coun-
try’s tropical forests. Timber companies are required to pay
a levy to this fund, but nothing has been taken from the
Fund to fight the fires or set up better anti-fire defences.

The IMF’s managing director Michel Camdessus told
an anti-corruption business forum in Paris: ‘When we
asked why the money had not been spent, we were told it
was because it had been set aside for the project to create a
national car.’

Troops fighting fires or rioters?

The IFFM conducted a programme to train local mili-
tary to become fire-fighters on the assumption that the
army is the only institution with the necessary resources.
However in mid February the local army command de-

ENVIRONMEN

cided to cut back on combating fires. According to a
spokesman of the Tanjungpura military command: ‘It’s a
matter of priorities.” With a wave of social unrest in many
parts of the country, the troops had better things to do than
fight fires.

The food situation has been seriously affected and the
situation can only get worse. Of the 60,000 hectares of rice
fields in East Kalimantan, about 20,000 hectares have
failed to yield any harvest because of the drought. Sofyan
Alex, head of the East Kalimantan Agricultural Office said
that fourteen sub-districts, known as the province’s rice
producing centres, have been badly hit. He expects rice
production to plummet from the normal 460,000 tons to a
mere 21,000 tons.

The district of Kutai in East Kalimantan is facing a se-
rious food shortages with 25 of the 38 sub-districts in need
of immediate food relief. [Suara Pembaruan, 9 March]

There is also a very serious shortage of water. The
River Makaham which supplies the provincial capital with
water is at such a low level that the water is unfit for hu-
man consumption. Lack of fresh water means that salt wa-
ter from the sea is going up river. Samarinda, the provincial
capital, ran out of running water at the end of February,
forcing people to travel long distances to find drinkable
water or having to buy it at exorbitant prices, which most
people can ill afford in a time of economic crisis. [South
China Morning Post, 28 February]

Beset by multiple problems - the smog, the drought,
the forest fires, lack of running water and food shortages -
East Kalimantan is now in the grip of a major humanitarian
crisis. . ®

continued from page 22

the OPM, the Free Papua Movement. For some time, TAPOL
has been hearing of serious food shortages and killings in the
area, but until now has complied with a request to keep the
information confidential.

One of the two Protestant churches in the province, the
GKI, has been trying for months without success to gain ac-
cess to the region. In October the Church wrote to the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission asking their help to per-
suade the authorities in Jakarta, including the military, to
grant them access. As far as we know, a response has not been
forthcoming. Villagers in Bella, Alama, Geselama and
Mapnduma are believed to be suffering from lack of food and
drinking water.

While the local churches many of whose congregants live
in the area have been kept out, the International Committee of
the Red Cross has been given access and has opened an office
in Timika, just south of the gigantic Freeport/Rio Tinto cop-
per-and-gold mine.

A report issued in February by the usually cautious ICRC
and the Indonesian Red Cross, makes the point that the area
targeted by the ICRC-PMI relief team ‘is still under strict se-
curity surveillance by the Indonesian army. In fact, the army
is the only governmental structure in the area.’

The ICRC report says that its team has so far covered
nineteen villages with a population of 18,000. It describes the
health and nutritional situation as ‘dramatic’ and needing im-
mediate attention. The main causes of death are malaria and
upper respiratory tract infections, precipitated by severe mal-
nutrition.. Villages already visited indicated a malaria-positive
prevalence of between 90 and 100 per cent. *
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WEST PAPUA

Military blamed as thousands die of hunger

Aid workers believe that thousands of people have died in West Papua because of the prolonged
drought, many in remote areas inaccessible to relief providers. Aid workers have blamed the military
for contributing to the scale of the disaster. Many have died in the region east of Timika and the
Freeport mine where the military presence has prevented church officials from entering the region.

The people of West Papua are suffering from a calamity
that is almost genocidal in scale with thousands dying from
starvation and related diseases. Although until now the
drought has been blamed for the disaster, it is becoming clear
that Indonesian troops have compelled malnourished villagers
to move to low-lying districts exposing them to malaria to
which they have no resistance.

After many months of confusion about the true cause and
extent of the disaster, a number of reports suddenly became
available in late March, revealing that foreign aid workers
who have visited the territory feel that they can no longer re-
main silent.

According to one report on 25 March, foreign aid workers
said that most of those who died were highland tribespeople
who have succumbed to malnutrition or hunger-related dis-
eases. An official of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, Ferenc Meyer, said after returning to Jakarta: ‘There
would be villages of 200 inhabitants, with thirty dead in one
month.” He said that the total number of dead will never be
known because some areas could only be monitored from the
air but there was nowhere nearby to land and check the resi-
dents.’

Another aid worker said the official death toll, now
standing at around 650, covered only those in major centres
and not in the hundreds of remote highland villages where
most of the 420,000 of central Irian Jaya (West Papua) live.
[AFX-Asia, 25 March]

Army remove villagers to loot resources

Foreign aid workers who refused to be named told AFP in
Jakarta that the army had contributed to the scale of the disas-
trous drought which has killed thousands. They said that vil-
lagers were terrified of soldiers because of years of intimida-
tion and harassment and have been forced to leave their tradi-
tional highland homes for malarial lowlands.

“The military wants the gold, the timber and other natural
resources up there so they move the villagers to low-lying
areas,” said one top-ranking foreign aid official in Jakarta.
‘Moving them from these areas also makes it easier to secure
the area and to find the OMP (the Free Papua Movement). But
apart from losing their traditional land, they have no resis-
tance to malaria so when they go to the low areas they get sick
and die.” Other officials said starving villagers who also suf-
fered malaria ... were too scared to venture into the dry and
sometimes burning forests in search of food.

“They think the soldiers will mistake them for OPM and
shoot them,” another aid worker said. [4FP, Jakarta, 26
March]

One of the areas most severely affected by the famine is
the south-east region of Jayawijaya district in the vicinity of
Geselama which is where the hostage crisis was played out in
the first half of 1996. The area is known to be heavily occu-
pied by Indonesian troops who have been conducting opera-
tions in an attempt to capture Kelly Kwalik, commander of

continued on page 21

Acehnese refugees killed as hundreds are deported

At least eight Acehnese refugees trying to resist forced deportation were killed in violent clashes with
Malaysian police. Following the clashes more than five hundred were put on Indonesian naval ves-

sels and returned to Indonesia.

The clashes erupted in several refugee camps where the
Acehnese were being held. The worst hit camp was Semenyih,
25 miles southeast of Kuala Lumpur where five barracks
caught fire as police tried to force the inhabitants out of the
camp.

The Aceh/Sumatra National Liberation Front in Malaysia
who were in direct contact with camp inmates believe that 24
Acehnese were killed during the clash and more died during
deportation or after arriving back in North Sumatra, bringing
the death toll to 39.

The police operations began at crack of dawn on 26 March
and were focused on Semenyih and three other camps, Leng-
geng, Machap Umbo and Juru. Malaysia’s national police
chief Rahim Noor said some 3,500 policemen were involved
in the operation, including 1,200 at Semenyih. The police
chief in charge, Ghazali Mohamed Amin told reporters that
the operation ‘was targeted against Aceh people, because they
have been here for too long’. [Reuters, Semenyih, Malaysia,
26 March]
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The brutality of the operation was confirmed by witnesses
who saw hundreds of riot police with batons, canes and riot
shields inside and outside the camp hours after the operation,
while nearby residents said they heard gunshots. According to
Ghazali, 140 refugees at the Lenggeng camp escaped but 37
were recaptured. Several sources confirm the refugees had

been drugged to make it easier to remove them from the
camps.

Hundreds of refugees were rounded up and taken to the
naval post of Lumut where Indonesian naval vessels were

waiting to transport them back to Indonesia the following
morning.

Refugee Convention violated

These deportations are in flagrant violation of the 1961
UN Convention on Refugees according to which refugees in
danger for their lives should not be forced to return home.
Elizabeth Wong of the Malaysia-based SUARAM, (Voice of
the Malaysian People), said Kuala Lumpur’s policy is ‘to re-

continued on pase 17
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It was also agreed that Great Turtle Island (USA and Can-
ada) should be accepted as a full member.

APCET faces a tradition of interference

While conferences in Europe occur without interrup-
tion, conferences in the Asia-Pacific have been marred by
incidents. It has become a tradition for the Jakarta dictator-
ship to bully the leaders of neighbouring countries to pre-
vent meetings about East Timor from taking place.

APCET-I in Manila in June 1994 was a typical example
of Jakarta arm-twisting an ASEAN country. Business deals
were suspended by Indonesia; President Fidei Ramos
caved in to the threats from Jakarta and blacklisted many
delegates. Several people were turned back at Manila air-
port. A legal restraining order was issued to stop APCET-I
but the Filipino organisers, with strong public support,
managed to go ahead. The conference was a resounding
success with huge press coverage around the world.

APCET-II in November 1996 in Kuala Lumpur was
much worse, with the Malaysian authorities using violence.
Hooligans were unleashed during the opening ceremony,
all the participants were arrested and the foreign delegates
deported. Several of the Malaysian organisers spent a week
in detention but were released without charge.

All in all, APCET-III had a better time of it. Is this a
sign that ASEAN politics are improving?

European NGOs meet in Brussels

The two-day meeting of East Timor solidarity groups in
Brussels took place on the initiative of the European Par-
liament’s Inter-Group on East Timor. The Group, co-
chaired by Heidi Hautala of Finland, Tony Cunningham of
the UK and Carlos Costa Neves from Portugal, was keen to
have consultations with solidarity groups so as to map out a
strategy for more effective activity within the European
Union with regard to East Timor. Over the years, the Euro-
pean Parliament has adopted sixteen resolutions relating to
Indonesia, most of them about East Timor. All the resolu-
tions have called for an end to arms sales to Indonesia.
However, implementation rests in the hands of the Council
of Ministers and the European Commission.

Twenty solidarity groups and NGOs from ten European
countries along with delegates from the Indonesian Net-
work for Democracy JODI-E, Parliamentarians for East
Timor, and the International Platform of Jurists for East
Timor were present.

The democratic deficit

The meeting was addressed by Eilis Ward of the De-
partment of Politics, Trinity College, Dublin who analysed
the decision-making processes at the EU and the problems
faced in securing effective implementation of the Common
Position on East Timor which was adopted by the Council
of Ministers in June 1996. Most EU countries focused on
their economic ties with Indonesia to the detriment of con-
cerns for East Timor. Since foreign affairs was an issue on
which consensus was required, it meant that decisions
tended to keep to the lowest common denominator.

The Parliament itself has very limited powers to influ-
ence the decisions of the Council of Ministers and the
Commission, which highlights the democratic deficit at the
heart of the EU.

In the lively discussion which followed, the role of
public opinion was stressed. A decision several years ago
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to send a mission to East Timor had failed because of In-
donesian obstructions. A draft Code of Conduct ‘fc.)r.the
arms trade, prepared by France and the UK, was criticised
for failing to prevent sales to repressive regimes. A strategy
discussion held behind closed doors considered ways for
MEPs to bring greater pressure to bear on the decision-
making mechanisms of the EU.

East Timor suffers from the crisis

Addressing the solidarity organisations, Jose Ramos-
Horta described the economic situation in East Timor as
extremely grave, under the impact of Indonesia’s economic
crisis. The territory had gained nothing in terms of invest-
ment but had been heavily colonised with some 200,000
Indonesians now living there. Resources had been ex-
tracted but nothing given in return. The cost of living is
always far higher and had soared recently. Now, the bur-
den of Indonesia’s private debt would have to be borne by

_ the East Timorese as well as the Indonesian people.

He warned that in crises of this sort, people are inclined
to vent their anger on scapegoats, the Chinese in Indonesia
and most likely the Indonesian migrants in East Timor.
Moreover the Timorese could suffer the consequences of
falling morale among the forces of occupation as their own
economic circumstances deteriorate.

He also stressed that East Timor should not be allowed
to suffer if agencies like the World Bank and the IMF re-
fused to provide credit to Jakarta for failing to comply with
necessary reforms. It was important for the World Bank to
design a separate aid package for East Timor and not treat
it as if it was part of Indonesia.
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