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benefit for the economy. Their projects are wasteful and a
burden for tax-payers. Now, as they stand on the brink of
financial disaster, both countries have been compelled to
shelve a number of major projects. The postponement, or
perhaps even the abandonment, of the controversial Bakun
dam in East Malaysia is one of the positive outcomes of the
present turmoil.

As for Suharto, he has been forced to cut down his own
flesh and blood by postponing favoured First Family proj-
ects. One project likely to be axed is a 95km (sic) bridge,
the world's longest of course, connecting Indonesia and
Malaysia, to be constructed by a private consortium of In-
donesian and Malaysian companies. The Indonesian part-
ner, PT Malindo Transmadu, is owned by Siti Hediati
(Titiek), Suharto's second daughter, wife of Major General
Prabowo, who commands the notorious Kopassus, the red-
beret corps. The Malaysian government has already indi-
cated that this costly project will not go ahead on schedule.

Another project under a cloud is a rail-and-road termi-
nal in the leafy sector of central Jakarta. This US$285
million project is linked to Tutut Suharto, the eldest and
politically most ambitious daughter. Another of Tutut's pet
projects to be slashed is a US$176 million bridge linking
Java and the island of Madura. Another in the Family to
have his wings clipped is grandson Ary Sigit Suharto
whose US$950 million bridge linking Java and Sumatra
has been shelved. Ary Sigit is now famed as one of the
greediest in the Suharto brood, with a knack of choosing
business ventures that have a direct impact on consumers.
A year ago, he was forced by his grandfather to abandon a
venture which would have earned him millions from taxing
bottled beer, causing a rumpus throughout the tourist in-
dustry. A month ago he grabbed the headlines with a
scheme obliging parents to buy his 'national shoe' or sep-
nas, for their children. Like Tommy Suharto's 'national car’,
the shoes ‘are in fact manufactured in Korea but granddad
had to intervene again after a public outcry against the
scheme.

Another mega project to be postponed is the Jakarta
Tower, a 558-meter high telecommunications tower fi-
nanced by Suharto's cousin Sudwikatmono and slated to
become one of the tallest structures in the world. Alto-

- gether US$13.3 billion worth of projects have been shelved
by the government, including fourteen power-generation
projects.

Down and out

Confronted by the ASEAN stock market crisis, portfo-
lio or hot capital is turning to less turbulent regions like
Latin America and Eastern Europe and it could take a year
or more for foreign funds to return to the region with any
confidence. Comparisons are being made with the crisis
that struck Mexico in December 1994 known as the fequila
crisis, as well as the Japanese economic recession now en-
tering its fifth year. The financial crisis in ASEAN repli-
cates the tequila crisis in a number of respects. On that oc-
casion, it fell to Washington to cobble together a rescue
operation, injecting tens of billions of US dollars into
Mexico's central bank. With both economies being so
closely intertwined, Mexico's downfall would have had
severe repercussions for its northern brother. Mexico has
never been the same since. The Mexican political land-
scape has changed beyond recognition, the tequila crisis
having precipitated the collapse of the 60-year rule of PRI

ECONOMY

GOLKAR strategists are no doubt pondering the conse-
quences of the current financial turmoil.

Japan's economic woes started with the collapse of land
and share prices and now, the gradual recovery has re-
ceived another blow from the turbulence in the countries of
Southeast Asia, all of which are closely integrated with the
Japanese banking and manufacturing sectors. Many Japa-
nese banks are in a bad shape, having to write off a large
number of loans. There was yet more bad news when, prior
to the G7 meeting in Hong Kong last month, it was an-
nounced that Japan's Gross Domestic Product had fallen
again.

Economics can hardly be called an exact science and
economic theories seem to have little relevance to real life.
Practising good economics is more a question of confi-
dence-building, like going to the shrink. If a government
takes measures that are perceived as being satisfactory, all
the players in the economy can settle down in the knowl-
edge that things are bound to improve.But the very thing
that is lacking today in Southeast Asia is confidence and
most commentators see the plight of Indonesia and Thai-
land as being the worst. Both have huge insolvencies in the
banking sector as well as a major crisis of confidence
among investors and businessmen.

Rumblings at the top

In September a team of cabinet ministers announced a
package of ten measures, including the revision of the State
budget, the liquidation of insolvent banks, removal of the
restriction on foreigners owning only 49 per cent of shares
in listed Indonesian companies and the rescheduling of
some State and private projects. Bank Indonesia more than
doubled the base interest rate from 14 to 30 per cent. This
extreme tightening of fiscal policy has hit a number of
businesses very hard, causing many to shift their money
into bank deposits and out of productive activity. Along
with the postponement of a number of mega projects, these
measures appear to have steadied the value of the rupiah,
suggesting that crisis management has begun to take effect.
Indonesian ministers have shown more restraint than their
counterparts in Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur. But the f -
damentals of the Indonesian economy look far from
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ARMS SALES

No end to British arms sales

Foreign Secretary Robin Cook’s announcement on 28 July of new arms export licencing criteria
was a bitter disappointment to those hoping that the Labour Government’s ethical foreign policy
would stop arms sales to Indonesia. The Government failed the litmus test of its new policy by
refusing to revoke licences granted last year by the Conservative Government and refusing to ban
Sfuture arms exports. Sadly, as many feared, it is business as usual.

In announcing the new criteria, Robin Cook said it
would not be °‘realistic or practical’ to revoke existing
licences. The export of 16 British Aerospace Hawk
aircraft, worth £160 million, 50 Alvis Scorpion armoured
vehicles, worth £80 million, and 300 Glover Webb
armoured vehicles, including seven Tactica water cannon
will go ahead despite evidence that similar equipment has
been used for internal repression in Indonesia [see TAPOL
Bulletins Nos. 139-142, February - August 1997].

The announcement provoked an angry response. The
 following day, supporters of TAPOL, World Development
Movement and Campaign Against Arms Trade held a vigil
and funeral procession (to mark the stillbirth of Labour’s
ethical foreign policy) outside Downing Street and a group
of MPs presented a letter of protest to Prime Minister Tony
Blair on behalf of the three organisations. In Parliament,
the Foreign Secretary was condemned for making the
announcement in the form of a written answer three days
before the summer recess instead of in an oral statement
which could have been questioned in the House. When
Parliament adjourned for the recess, 148 MPs had signed
Early Day Motion 201 [see TAPOL Bulletin No. 142,
August 1997], indicating the strength of feeling against
continued arms sales to Indonesia. In a further highly
unusual development, the Portuguese Prime Minister,
Antonio Guterres, telephoned Tony Blair, to -express his
government’s ‘displeasure’ at the export of Hawk aircraft,
which have been used by Indonesia against the former
Portuguese colony of East Timor.

The Government has not yet explained why it is not
‘realistic or practical’ to revoke the licences. It has the
legal power to do so and it would probably not have to pay
compensation. Writing in The Observer, the former
Liberal Democrat MP, David Alton, rebutted arguments
about the need to honour existing obligations: ‘If British
weapons are likely to be used for evil purposes, no moral
duty exists to honour any such agreement,” he said.

The new licencing criteria

The Foreign Secretary opened his statement on the new
arms sales criteria, not with a reference to human rights,
but with a commitment to a strong defence industry. No
doubt he was influenced in part by last year’s export
figures, which show that arms sales worth £438 million
accounted for half the UK’s total exports to Indonesia.

Although the new criteria give ‘full weight’ to the UK’s
national interests - including, significantly, economic,
financial and commercial interests and the effect on the
UK ’s relations with the recipient country - they require the
Government only to ‘take into account’ respect for human

rights. This implies that, in the case of Indonesia, greater
weight should, for example, be given to Britain’s position
as one of Indonesia’s largest foreign investors than to
Indonesia’s human rights record.

Export licences will not be issued ‘if there is a clearly
identifiable risk that the proposed export might be used for
internal repression.” This includes ‘Equipment where there
is clear evidence of the recent use of similar equipment for
internal repression’ and ‘Equipment which has obvious
application for internal repression, in cases where the
recipient country has a significant and continuing record of
such repression’. [All emphasis added.] Remarkably,
however, the new criteria allow exports to a country with a
record -of repression if ‘the end-use of the equipment is
judged to be legitimate, such as protection of members of
security forces from violence.’

] PERHAPS You WouLD Liks To HEAR §
A THE COOK SPIEECH ONCE NORE. )

K . 9%

The Guardian 29 August 1997

The Government’s claim that the new criteria are tighter
is questionable, especially as. the new ‘national interests’
guideline provides a convg’hient excuse for granting a
licence. There is an apparent shift in emphasis in that
licences will not be grarited where equipment might be
used for internal repression; the previous criteria referred to
equipment likely to be used for internal repression. In both
cases, however, the formula is int¢rpreted subjectively, and
the qualifications in the new criteria allow them to be
interpreted with considerable laxity.
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ARMS SALES

What, for example, is meant by ‘a clearly identifiable
risk’ and ‘clear evidence’, and how will such risks and
evidence be assessed? In June, TAPOL sent to Robin
Cook a video of a BBC news report from 20 May showing
a British water cannon breaking up a demonstration by the
United Democratic Party (PPP). The report showed
security forces wearing gas masks and demonstrators
rubbing their eyes and putting their hands over their
mouths after being sprayed by the water cannon, indicating
that chemicals had been added to the water. Robin Cook’s
office responded with a letter which dismissed the video
evidence as ‘allegations’, which would be ‘considered if
we receive any application in future for export of similar
equipment’. If this wholly inadequate response is typical,
there can be little hope that the new criteria will lead to
stricter controls on arms exports.

The fundamental problem with the new criteria (as with
the old) is that they cannot be objectively tested and legally
enforced. In any event, the effect of the recent High Court
ruling on TAPOL’s judicial review application [see
TAPOL Bulletins Nos. 140 & 141, April & July 1997] is
that the criteria will count for nothing if the Government
decides that exports to Indonesia should be allowed in view
of ‘overall foreign policy considerations’.

Arms exports to escalate?

So far, the Government has offered no real hope that
future licence applications will be rejected. It has
steadfastly insisted that all applications will be considered
on a case by case basis and refused to discuss the specific
application of the new criteria, beyond saying that internal
security equipment, such as armoured personnel carriers,
will be considered particularly carefully.

arms contract

The Government has not ruled out the sale of more
Hawk aircraft. On the contrary, officials have tried to pre-
empt criticism of future sales by stating there is no
evidence that the aircraft are being used in East Timor
(whether or not Hawks are now being used in East Timor is
of course irrelevant). In May, the Indonesian press
reported discussions for the purchase by Indonesia of 18
more Hawks, which ‘will not be hampered by the change
in the British government’.

Another possible deal involves the sale of Piranha class
mini-submarines made by GEC Marine. The Piranha is
designed to support attacks on land targets by covert
special forces and is capable of discreet surveillance and
counter-insurgency operations.

Arms sales linked to investments

Following Robin Cook’s visit to Indonesia from 29-30
August, the Financial Times reported that the Government
will shortly grant licences for a range of mghtary
equipment, including air defence systems and angllery,
provided that it will be used to protect Indonesia’s oil and
gas industry, principally the giant Natuna gasfield in the
South China Sea. British officials believe that it will be
possible to defend further sales to Indonesia on this basis.

The Natuna gasfield, which lies between the Malay
peninsula and Kalimantan has 47 trillion cubic feet of
estimated reserves valued at $42 billion. Not surprisingly,
British industry is bidding for billions of pounds worth of
contracts linked to Natuna, although the exploration rights
are owned by the US oil companies, Exxon and Mobil and
Indonesia’s state oil company, Pertamina. The UK
company, Premier Oil, already has interests in the area.
The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) has
emphasised ‘its firm resolve to ensure that UK firms are
well to the fore when Natuna moves ahead,” while AMEC,
the UK construction group, which is already well
established in Indonesia and has been asked to organise the
construction consortium, said: ‘Natuna represents one of
the biggest investment opportunities in the world.’

In April 1996, Lord Fraser, a Minister of State at the
DTI, on a visit to Indonesia to discuss matters including
possible Natuna contracts, was accompanied by senior
executives from the defence companies British Aerospace,
GEC and Rolls Royce, and other companies, such as
AMEC, BICC, British Steel, Cable and Wireless, Costain
and Racal Electronics. In February 1997, representatives
of AMEC, Trafalgar House, GEC and Rolls Royce
attended a briefing in Jakarta on the Natuna project by
Indonesian Research and Technology Minister, BJ Habibie.

One of the less-publicised objectives of the arms trade
and British foreign policy is to protect British commercial
interests and to guarantee continued access to Third World
resources, whatever the human rights implications. In
countries such as Indonesia, this is achieved in part by
providing security forces with equipment to suppress
popular movements which challenge vested political and
economic interests and to protect particular investments
such as those in the Natuna area. The attempt by British
officials to present the latter as a worthy justification for
exporting arms to Indonesia must be strongly resisted.

Cook and Alatas discuss arms sales

Robin Cook’s recent visit to Indonesia featured ‘very
frank’ talks with Foreign Minister, Ali Alatas. But Cook
was very careful not to rule out future arms sales, saying
only that the new criteria will be applied to Indonesia on
the same basis as any other country and that no decision
has been made regarding future exports.

Alatas attempted to put pressure on Cook by rejecting
the link between arms sales and human rights and
threatening to ‘look elsewhere’ for equipment denied by
Britain. It may be possible for him to find alternative
suppliers now, but Indonesia will eventually run out of
options. Despite Alatas’s bluff, a ban on British arms
exports would be a significant blow to the Indonesian
regime in view of the recent cancellation of a deal to
purchase American F-16 warplanes and the bans on the
export of American armoured vehicles and small and light
arms [see TAPOL Bulletin No. 141, July 1997). »*
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his identity card. In June, police in Ujungpandang, South
Sulawesi, were accused of beating a man to death after he
spent a night in the police cells. But, virtual impunity still
applies. In July, a policeman from Bandung was sentenced
to a mere nine months and 10 days in prison for the fatal
torture of a robbery suspect.

Support from Robin Cook

President Suharto is engaged in a public relations ex-
ercise to present the police as the moderate defenders of
internal security, and he received unexpected support for
this from Robin Cook during his trip to Indonesia at the
end of August. In an ill-advised attempt to counter criti-
cism of his decision to allow the export to Indonesia of
Hawk aircraft, armoured vehicles and water cannon, Cook
unveiled a six-point plan for improving human rights,
which included a series of lectures by senior British police
officers on effective and non-confrontational crowd control
at demonstrations.

It is indefensible for Britain to try and legitimise,
through training, the brutal, para-military Indonesian police
force at the same time as supplying it with arms. The In-
dependent on Sunday columnist, Joan Smith, suggested
that if we are going to help the Indonesian police control
demonstrations against the regime’s brutal practices at
home and in East Timor, we might as well begin selling
swords to the Saudis, as long as a few lessons in humane
beheading are thrown in free.

There is also the question of the extent to which Britain
is unwittingly assisting Suharto in his propaganda and po -

ARMED FORCES

litical machinations concerning the armed forces. Suharto
has instructed the police to take the lead in handling civil
unrest so that security measures taken against unarmed ci-
vilians look better. At the same time, boosting the police
gives the impression of a move away from military rule to
civilian rule. It is also argued by political analysts that the
shift towards a greater role for the police is part of an over-
all strategy designed by Suharto to counter the decreasing
loyalty of large sections of the army [see TAPOL Bulletin
No. 139, February 1997].

In reality, the army remains present at major street
demonstrations and will step in without hesitation. It is
doubted whether the police force is able to handle unrest on
its own as it is declining in numbers and is not as well -
trained and equipped as the army. The supply of arms, the
provision of police training, and the general respectability
Robin Cook is giving to the police is, therefore, a consider-
able bonus to Suharto and shows a failure to understand
that the police force, as presently constituted, is part of the
problem and not part of the solution.

Robin Cook has also forgotten that Britain spent over
ten years in the 1980s and 1990s training Indonesian police
officers under the aid programme without any discernible
impact on their human rights record [see TAPOL Bulletin
No. 139, February 1997]. Instead of offering lectures on
crowd control, he should speak out in support of the right

- to assembly and revoke all licences for the export of re-

pressive crowd-control equipment. *

continued from page 18

pletely abandoned. Many refugees 'disappeared' by min-
gling among the more than a million Indonesian migrants
in Malaysia. But hundreds were detained by the Malaysian
authorities.

Recent reports from the Acehnese Refugee Committee
(ARC), a committee set up by the Acehnese community in
Malaysia, estimates that about 400 Acehnese have been
detained in the last two years by the Malaysian authorities.
A number of those detained have been forcibly returned to
Indonesia. Nothing is known about what happened to them.

Protest in the Lenggeng depot

The Acehnese refugees are detained in several so-called
immigration depots, another name for a prison camp. Con-
ditions can be very harsh, depending on the behaviour of
the Malaysian officials. On 28 August, 143 Acehnese refu-
gees detained in blocks A, B, C and D took action, they
broke down the zinc fence and held a protest outside the
compound. They demanded to meet UNHCR officials,
members of the ARC and their lawyers. The action went on
for two days. On 30 August they peacefully went back to
their barracks. It turns out that Malaysian police had con-
ducted a round-up and seized a flag of Aceh Merdeka, the
Independent State of Aceh. This had been the reason for
their action.

Letter to the Malaysian authorities

On 28 August, the Acehnese Refugee Committee wrote
a four-page report to the Malaysian Deputy Minister for
Internal Affairs, Datuk Tajul Rosli Ghazali, a copy of

ACEH

which was sent to TAPOL. It covers incidents between
Malaysian security officials and Acehnese detainees going
back to December 1996.

The report deals with sixteen serious cases, all involv-
ing ill-treatment by the Malaysian authorities. Twice in
December 1996, refugees were forced to return to Indone-
sia. The first occurred on 3 December when sixteen
Acehnese activists were forced to board a vessel at Penang
Harbour. They were badly treated by the authorities. Dur-
ing the journey home they took control of the ferry and
forced the captain to return to Malaysia, threatening to sink
the ship. On arrival back in Port Penang they were locked
up in the Juru Immigration Depot in Penang. It is feared
that one of the sixteen, Muhammad Nasir bin Adam lost his
life as his whereabouts are not known.

On Christmas eve there was a similar incident at the
Langkap Immigration Depot in Perak, involving 53
Acehnese detainees, also to be deported by the authorities.
A clash was unavoidable and the Acehnese were con-
fronted by more than 200 Federal Reserve Unit policemen.
The bloody incident lasted the whole morning. In the end
the 53, many of whom had sustained injuries, managed to
postpone their deportation. They were split up in three
groups and sent to different immigration depots. Two
months later Abdul Karim bin Muhammad Ali, one of the
53, died at Malacca General Hospital of haemorrhage of
the lung from being beaten during the fight. *
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Dubious actions

There have been several nasty incidents in Pidie. On 28
May, a shoot-out took place in the village of Jiem-Jiem.
The subdistrict head of Bandar Baru and his entourage
were to visit the base camp of the forestry company PT Tri
Jasa Karya Inti. On the way, their car was attacked with
gunfire; a company official died and the subdistrict chief
was seriously wounded. Locdl people say that employees
of the company were planning to boycott the elections and
the visit was meant to exert pressure on them not to do so.
The attackers apparently wore battle dress. The Jiem-Jiem
area is a no-go area where outsiders need special permis-

sion to enter. Local inhabitants are required to report to the -

local military post if they intend to leave their village for
more than twelve hours.

In an incident in the Asan Thu Pudeng village also in
the Pidie district, Muhammad Thaib a former village head
was attacked on 16 July by ten people all equipped with
rifles and in full battle dress. He was executed on the spot.

Predictably, the military blame the killings on the GAM
guerrillas without giving any proof. GAM has not issued
any statement The two incidents have been used by the
army to step up their military operations and justify their
massive presence in the area.

The Kkilling of Abdul Hamid bin Itam

The situation in Pidie is a reflection of how grim things
are in Aceh. It is in a state of siege where the military act

murder. An incident that goes back one year serves as a
good example because the case is well documented.

Abdul Hamid, 45, a civil servant at the Pidie district of-
fice, lived in the village of Tampieng Baroh, about 6kms
from the district capital, Pidie. He often took an evening
stroll to Pidie to meet friends and to visit a local coffee
shop popular as a meeting place for businessmen and offi-
cials to discuss deals and contracts.

At 9pm on 13 September 1996, Abdul Hamid was vis-
ited at the shop by a man known to be a member of Kopas-
sus, the red beret commandos based in Sigli. They left to-
gether by car, a Taft-GT owned by Amirullah, a well-
known businessman in Pidie. Abdul Hamid was taken to
the Kopassus office in Sigli and told not to meddle in cer-
tain matters. A heated row ensued, Abdul Hamid was
beaten and hit hard with the butt of a rifle. He lost con-
sciousness and around midnight he was taken by car to a
mountainous region some 180kms away from Sigli. He
was shot twice and thrown down a cliff. In the morning
somebody riding a motorbike saw blood on the road and
after looking down the cliff, saw the body of Abdul Hamid.
The police was called and his corpse was immediately
taken to Lamno, a nearby village. Four days later his
cousin identified the corpse as being that of Abdul Hamid.

There are enough witnesses who were at the coffee
shop and who saw Abdul Hamid leaving with the soldier.
Local people are well aware that he was being threatened
and that the district chief of Pidie was deeply involved in
the matter. The police is not willing to do anything, the
silence of the grave.

with impunity in almost everything they do, including|

The BCA bank robbery

Aceh has been the scene of many brutal incidents since
the late eighties. The security forces always blame every-
thing, including ordinary criminal activities, on GAM.

On 4 February this year a spectacular bank robbery took
place in Lhok Seumawe. At 11am, when the streets were
very busy, a cash-box was grabbed from BCA security
guards. During the chase of the three bank robbers, several
soldiers were injured by gunfire. Many people saw the
faces of the young bank robbers. As usual, the robbery was
described as an act of GAM terrorism.

With not a shred of evidence, the military claimed a few
days later that Rahman Paloh, a well known GAM com-
mander from the Pase sub-district, and his unit were re-
sponsible for the robbery. Several arrests took place and it
was later reported that Rahman Paloh and his lieutenant
had been ambushed and killed. When photos of the dead
men were published in the local Aceh newspaper, Serambi
Indonesia, several witnesses said they bore no resemblance
to the three young bank robbers they had seen. The bank
robbery became a justification for the military to launch a
vicious clampdown. More than 30 people have been de-
tained for alleged involvement in the robbery or for having
weapons at home. Most are to be put on trial. It is feared
that some of the detained have suffered a great deal during
interrogation [see TAPOL Bulletin No. 140, April 1997].

Police attacked campus

The heavily militarised situation in Aceh often leads to
nasty incidents. Quite unexpectedly on 1 September, a
friendly soccer match between a team of the Technical
Faculty of the Universitas Syiah Kuala (FT) and a team of
Brimob, the mobile brigade special police task force,
turned very nasty.

When a policeman ordered supporters of the FT team to
fold up their banners during the match, a heated argument
ensued; the policeman started beating up a student. Fight-
ing broke out between students and the security apparatus.
One Brimob sergeant who was particularly vicious re-
ceived several blows from the angry crowd.

The same evening a car, two pick-ups and three trucks
loaded with Brimob personnel arrived at the campus. Stu-
dents were beaten up, kicked and mauled at random. Some
were slashed with bayonets or bashed with rifle butts. The
Brimob gang also entered several dormitories and started
dragging students from their rooms. Some students who
were taking a nap also received blows and their heads were
dashed against the walls. A report by the Student Senate of
Aceh's only university reports that at least 27 people were
injured, some of them seriously, and had to be treated in
hospital.

The fate of the Acehnese refugees

The plight of the Acehnese refugees, most of them in
neighbouring Malaysia, remains worrying. In general the
Malaysian government has refused to grant them refugee
status but call them ‘illegal entrants’ and regard them as a
danger because their presence can jeopardise Malaysia's
relations with Indonesia. [See TAPOL Bulletin No. 139,
February 1997]

The thousands of Acehnese refugees came in droves
during the early nineties when ABRI combed villages
along the eastern and northern coast of Aceh. Things be-
came so extreme that some villages were almost com-

continued on page 11
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EAST TIMOR

up and educate me as a Muslim. 1 stayed with her for about
two years. But she treated me very badly. She made me
clean the house like a servant. She often beat me when I
did something wrong. Once, she even pushed me down the
stairs.

Then, Ibu S's daughter Lucia came to Ibu Diana's look-
ing for me and asked her to let me go. She wouldn't let me
out of her grip unless Lucia paid her two million rupiahs.
After Lucia found the money, I went to live with her. By
this time, Lucia was married and had a child of her own. I
started going to school again and at first I was treated very
well. But then, her husband took a dislike to me. I contin-
ued to be brought up as a Muslim because, although Lucia
was a Catholic, her husband was a Muslim. Her husband
was always angry with me and kept putting me into differ-
ent schools. We also travelled all across Java, from west to
east, then to Central Java During the two years 1 was with
them, I went to no fewer than nine different schools. He
also changed my name several times because I was so
naughty. I had been baptised Tomas Alfredo but now my
name was changed to Abdulrahman, then to Tommy Ab-
dulrahman. He seemed to think my behaviour would im-
prove if my name was changed.

How long did all this go on for?

About two years. Then they sent me to a Muslim school
called Pesantren Gontor, in Ponorogo, East Java. I had to
study Arabic during the week and study English on Satur-
day and Sunday. In 1987, after a year at the pesantren, I
went back to Jakarta and I told Lucia and her husband that
I didn't want to return to the pesantren. I didn't like it there
because I was often punished. So they moved me again, to
Cimahi, West Java.-I stayed with a relative of Lucia's hus-
band in the barracks of an army unit called Armed-13 (field
artillery unit.) The man I stayed with was from Menado. I
was given a very harsh training, with army discipline and I
always had to get up very early.

Did anyone there know you were East Timorese?

Some of them thought I might be Timorese because I
was so dark, but I thought I was Ambonese. I had never
heard of East Timor, though I could remember hearing
gunfire when I was small. I was at Armed-13 for a year and
went to school, starting at fourth grade, then going up to
fifth grade of primary school, SD. But I had become so
difficult to control that they moved me to a hostel in
Yogyakarta for people from North Sulawesi. After staying
there for a while, I returned to Jakarta hoping to enrol at an
SMP (lower secondary school). This was in 1989. But Lu-
cia and her husband wouldn't allow me to go to school.
They wanted me to help in the house, look after the car and
become their servant, not go to school. Lucia had by now
changed, under the influence of her husband.

I was very unhappy so I ran away and I began to live
like a street child, sleeping in railway carriages, in shop
entrances, on the street. I never became a beggar but 1 was
homeless, a street urchin: I started selling cigarettes, drinks,
anything to make a living. I was often kicked out of places,
beaten up or picked up during police raids. I lived like this
for about a year. Then I went back to Lucia but after a
while, [ ran away again.

During this time, I travelled everywhere in Java. I can

tell you, I have visited every place you can imagine in Java
from Merak on the western tip to Surabaya in East Java,

riding on trains or buses. Like before, I made a living se}l-
ing cigarettes or drinks. I often got involved in brawls with
other children to protect my own trading patch. What I was
doing was very risky because I didn't have permission to
sell things in the street and I didn't have an identity card, a
KTP. I was often arrested by the police and had to pay
them money to be released. I lived like this for a long time
and made many friends, in all parts of Java. I got involved
in many actions against the police and also in workers' ac-
tions. Some of my friends managed to get jobs in factories
and got involved in the workers' struggle.

Were you able to get a job in a factory?

I almost did once but I didn't have a KTP so I was not
taken on. But some of my friends got jobs so I got involved
when they took part in industrial disputes.

Eventually I went back to Jakarta, to Lucia's place
again. I asked her to let me go to SMP and in the end she
agreed. Among the friends that I had made, there were
East Timorese and I began to hear about conditions there,
which made me very sad. But I still didn't realise that I was
from East Timor. I met some Timorese in Blok M.

I went to SMP for three years, from 1991 till 1994. I
stayed with Lucia for my first two years at SMP, then I
went to stay with a relative of hers.This was when I went
back to live in the place where I had lived with Ibu S.
which was near Pak Jatrik. It was while I was there that I
started getting letters from relatives in East Timor, from an
uncle of mine. The man who had been bupati at the time of
my abduction told my uncle in Los Palos that my sister and
I had been taken to Jakarta. He was given Pak Jatrik's ad-
dress and started writing to me.

I now discovered that I was born not on 15 June 1977
but on 8 August 1977. The date on my KTP was wrong.
Now at last I knew that I was Timorese. My sister was still
living at the Panti Asuhan. We met each other again in
May 1994. She had stayed in the hostel all that time.

What was it like meeting your sister again?

I had lived for such a long time without knowing any-
one from my own family that when I met her, it came as a
terrible shock. She knew she had a younger brother but I
didn't know I had a sister. It was a big shock to me but it
was an even greater shock to her. I felt very sad at all the
things that had happened to us but I didn't want to show my
feelings. I had had so many bitter experiences but I didn't
want to express my feelings by crying. I was really very
sad and I found it very difficult to believe that I was from
East Timor. I wanted to see the evidence. I wanted to see
the letter handing me over to Pak Jatrik. I got hold of the
original which is now with my uncle in East Timor.

Pak Jatrik as well as Lucia and her husband didn't want
to let me go back to East Timor. They said I should stay in
Jakarta and continue with my education. But I very much
wanted to go back. My uncle also said I should return
home. He said that's where my parents were buried and. I
should go back home. I had a strange idea of what East
Timor was like. I imagined it as very backward place, just
mountains and villages, with no cities like Java.

So my sister and I went back to East Timor in June
1994. When 1 arrived back in East Timor, it was late at
night. When I first saw Dili I thought it was a very beauti-
ful place. The first thing I did in the harbour on my arrival
was to kneel down three times and kiss the ground.

to be continued in the next TAPOL Bulletin
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Call for elderly tapols to be freed

Human rights activists from three NGOs in Jakarta met
members of National Human Rights Commission to dis-
cuss the fate of convicted political prisoners (tapols), in
particular those who are advanced in age.

Bonar Tigor Naipospos of MIK, the Humanitarian As-
sociation, said that a number of tapols who were convicted
in connection with the events in October 1965 were suf-
fering from various ailments and should be released on
humanitarian grounds. Colonel Latief, formerly of the Ja-
karta military command, had recently suffered a stroke and
was hardly able to speak. He is serving a life sentence.
Two pleas for clemency were turned down and the fate of
the third one is not known.

The others in the delegation were Gustav Dupe from the
Indonesian Council of Churches and Mindo Rajagukguk
from the New Life Foundation.

The group also spoke about two prisoners serving sen-
tences for the Lampung incident in 1987. Fatah Kosim and
Sudarsono had already served two thirds of their sentences
and were now permitted to undertake activities outside
prison (asimilasi). According to the rules, they were now
entitled to conditional release but this had not been granted

Mindo Rajagukguk said that prison conditions were de-
plorable in some parts of the country. Even in Jakarta
where conditions were somewhat better, they did not con-
form with the Minimum Standards for the Treatment of
Prisoners adopted by the UN. Having visited prisons
throughout Indonesia, Mindo said that in many places,
prisoners were suffering ailments because of the atrocious
conditions.

Another of their concerns was that although the gov-
ernment had announced that distinguishing initials on
identity cards, like ET for ‘ex-tapol’ and OT for
‘organisasi terlarang’ (banned organisation) would no
longer be used, the fact was that the initials were still being
used.

NGO AGM broken up by police

A North Sumatran network of NGOs has sued the local
police for banning its Annual General Meeting in June this
year. The police accused the organisers of failing to obtain
a police permit for the meeting, even though according to a
recent regulation, no permit was needed.

The annual meeting of Wahana Informasi Masyarakat
(WIM), the Information Network which brings together a
number of NGOs throughout North Sumatra was scheduled
to take place from 19 - 21 June 1997. Seventy people had
gathered at a hotel in Haranggaol, sub-district of Simalun-
gan, for the occasion, coming from the sub-districts of
North and South Tapanuli, Langkat, Asahan, Deli Serdang,
Daiiiri and Medan.

From early afternoon on the first day, police were seen
prowling around the hotel. They entered the meeting-place
in the evening and ordered the participants to disperse. The
organisers protested, saying that they had complied with
requirements by notifying the authorities one week in ad-
vance. When the police said they did not have a permit, the
convenors said that according to a regulation introduced in
1995, permission was not required; all that was required
was for them to notify the police. However, they were
forced to disband.

HUMAN RIGHTS BRIEFS

When the participants woke the next morning, they
were told to leave the hotel where they were staying with-
out delay as the police had instructed the proprietor to tell
them to leave.

A police officer told the press that permission had been
refused because the meeting ‘was bound’ to discuss matters
of a political nature. WIM leaders insisted that this was a
routine meeting to evaluate past activities and enable its
members to renew contact and discuss internal affairs.
[Republika, 21 June]

WIM is suing the local police for Rp 1.3 trillion
(£300,000) for material and non-material losses. In the
early 1990s, many meetings were broken up by the police,
leading to many protests at this intolerable abuse of the
right of assembly. The interior and defence ministers then
issued a joint decree in December 1995 stipulating that
only large gatherings in public places required permission.
In other cases, only advance notification was needed.

The first court hearing was scheduled to take place on 2
September.

Timorese prisoner released to town arrest

An East Timorese political prisoner who was sentenced
to six and a half years for being present at the demonstra-
tion in Dili on 12 November 1991 when the Santa Cruz
massacre took place, was released from prison in Sema-
rang, Central Java but was ordered not to leave the city.
This means that he is being prevented from returning home
to his family in East Timor.

Juvencio Martins was transferred from a prison in Dili
in May 1994 to Kedung Pane Prison in Semarang along
with five others, all of them survivors of the Santa Cruz
massacre.

Bonar Tigor Naipospos whose association, MIK, is
dedicated to the cause of political prisoners, said that the
restrictions placed on Juvencio’s movements was a breach
of the regulations. Such restrictions werc only allowed for
people granted conditional release, whereas Juvencio has
been released unconditionally, having served his full sen-
tence.

Megawati barred from speaking in Sin-
gapore

An invitation to Megawati Sukarnoputri, chairperson of
the Indonesian Democratic Party, the PDI, to address a
meeting of the Foreign Correspondents' Association in
Singapore, was cancelled after Singapore’s Ministry of
Information and The Arts exerted pressure on the FCA.
The FCA did not make this public at the time, but in a
statement on 3 September, it said that the invitation to the
Indonesian pro-democracy leader to address the Associa-
tion in August had been withdrawn at the request of the
Government of Singapore.

Responding to the news, Marzuki Darusman, deputy
chair of Indonesia's National Human Rights Commission,
said it was clear that the Singapore authorities had been
under pressure. 'They were concerned to preserve their
good relations with Indonesia,' was all he would say.
Asked whether he thought the government of Singapore
had gone too far, Marzuki would only say that it had acted

continued on next page
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continued from page 2 1

in a rather peculiar way in consideration of its national
interests'. [Merdeka, 5 September]

Arrested for Independence Day demo

Eleven youths were arrested by the police in Bogor,
West Java for organising a demonstration to celebrate the
52nd anniversary of Indonesia’s Independence Day on 17
August. The event, organised by a group called the Youth
Front to Uphold People’s Rights, was attended by about

fifty people.

The event had passed peacefully with the singing of
songs of struggle and speeches about the true meaning of
independence. Banners saying, ‘Independence should not
teach people to be cowards’, ‘Development for the People’,
and ‘Freedom of speech and opinion’ were held high.

But as the demonstrators were marching past the Bogor
police headquarters, members of the force attacked them
and beat them up. A number of demonstrators were injured
in the fray. The most seriously injured was a 15-year-old
secondary school student named Ade who was struck on
the head with a baton. Eleven people were arrested.

On the next day, security forces from the army and the
police led by an intelligence officer named Situmorang
forced their way into the Front’s office and arrested two
members of the organisation.

On the following day, members of an organisation set
up to protest against the arrests visited the National Human
Rights Commission to lodge a complaint. They were ad-
vised that the arrests were unlawful and that those involved
could bring charges against the police. Later that day, the
thirteen youths were released. ¥

ENVIRONMENT

continued from page 24

more than a thousand spots of dangerously high tempera-
ture and Minister Sarwono has publicly admitted that the
extent of the damage this year is likely to exceed that of
1992.

Who is to blame?

In the past, government officials have always pointed
the finger at shifting cultivation by local people despite the
fact that they have managed their forests without catastro-
phe for generations. These days however, everyone recog-
nises that timber estates (HTI) and estates known as PIR or
nuclear smallholding plantations, as well as transmigration
sites set up by the government are the real culprits.

In an action that can only be described as being too lit-
tle, too late, the Forestry Minister, Djamaluddin, ordered
one hundred and fifty plantation companies to halt opera-
tions. They were given two weeks to explain why hot spots

had occurred in their areas. He has threatened to terminate
their licenses if they fail to come with satisfactory explana-
tions.

Most of the so-called hot spots have been traced to land
used by HTI and PIR estates, as well as transmigration
sites. All three use fire for land-clearing purposes. The long
dry monsoon this year has only made things worse. After
the last calamity in 1994 the forestry department issued a
decree prohibiting forestry companies from clearing land
by burning but this year’s disaster shows that enforcement
has been pitiful although the state has powers to take vio-
lators to court.

On 20 September, students in Pontianak demonstrated
outside the West Kalimantan forestry service in Pontianak.
They were protesting against a statement earlier in the
month when the head of the service blamed shifting culti-
vators for the fires. The demonstrators blamed the forestry
service for the disaster and said that fourteen companies
should be penalised. They carried posters calling for an end
to all HTI and PIR estates in the region. [Kompas, 21
September] *

BOOK REVIEW

continued from page 23

As is made clear in several of the contributions, boy-
cotting Nike products is not a feature of the campaign be-
cause this is not what Indonesian workers are calling for. A
boycott can lead to job losses, it conveys a negative mes-
sage to consumers and youth groups and fails to provide a
platform for dialogue with the company. Target groups in
the West include consumers, trade unions, women's groups,
young people, politicians and the media.

Much of the credit for building the US-based campaign
on Nike in Indonesia should go to Jeff Ballinger who began
to take an interest in the subject when he started working
for the Asian-American Free Labour Institute (AFFLI) in
Singapore in 1987. AAFLI produced the first major report
on Nike in 1991. Although AAFLI is associated with the
main US trade union, AFL/CIO, this publication has ap-
peared without that union's endorsement, suggesting that it
is unwilling to get involved in such a thoroughgoing expo-
sure of a leading US company exploiting workers in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Jeff now campaigns through Press for Change, a tiny,
poorly-resourced NGO which he set up in 1994. His Intro-

duction to this excellent publication draws the information
together, pointing out that although Nike has been com-
pelled by campaigners to adopt a Code of Conduct and-
make moves in the direction of monitoring practices by its
contractors, conditions for the workers have hardly im-
proved. All manner of tricks are used to keep wages to the
bare minimum and keep the workers in ignorance of what
Nike is supposed to be doing to help. Until now, a basic
demand that Nike's Code of Conduct, translated into Indo-
nesian, be displayed publicly in the factories has still not
been met.

As Jeff points out, 'after developing the mechanism
which was to bind contractors to a set of standards, Nike
failed to convince (them) of their resolve. The result is a
system which continues to generate huge rewards for Nike
but leaves workers in the unenviable position of fighting
greedy contractors (who) are backed by a corrupt, authori-
tarian regime.'

The campaign against Nike provides a mode! for labour
activists in Indonesia as well as in the West. Behind the
Swoosh is a powerful resource and an excellent example of
how to back up a campaign with concrete information. free
from rhetoric and focused on what needs to be done, ’ ¥

Carmel Budiardjo
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