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ELECTIONS

Pekalongan resulting in dozens of people being treated for
serious injuries. On 22 May, the penultimate day of the
campaign, a clash between PPP supporters and the security
forces ended tragically, with at least 18 people being
rushed to hospital with bullet wounds. On the next day,
demonstrators in Bangil attacked a police post; five dem-
onstrators received gunshot wounds but the crowd, un-
daunted, attacked and destroyed a police post. Later a
shopping centre and a church were also destroyed. On the
same day, crowds demolished at least fifty shops and five
banks in Tangerang, a satellite town near Jakarta.

The day before 29 May, election day, polling booths
were the main target. In Surabaya, Wonosobo and Kudus
unidentified persons burned down polling booths.

PRD scapegoated again

Repeating the claims he had made after 27 July 1996,
Lt.General Syarwan Hamid, the all-powerful head of the
social and political department of the armed forces, again
blamed the PRD, the People's Democratic Party, as the
'mastermind' behind the wave of violence, notwithstanding
the fact that its top leaders were now safely behind bars and
local activists had gone underground. Most political ana-
lysts were not impressed by Hamid's preposterous claims
although it is widely acknowledged that PRD activists took
the lead in calling for an election boycott, courageously
daubing slogans on walls and distributing leaflets. Even
local army commanders took a different line, admitting that
anger and frustration, not elusive 'third parties', were the
main cause of the disturbances.

The PRD took advantage of the internet to disseminate
uncensored statements, reports and analytical comments,
much to the annoyance of military intelligence and people
like Hamid. Even those behind bars were able to circulate
statements, while Budiman, chair of PRD, was interviewed
during his trial by the domestic and world media in the
courtroom cell.

A re-run in Madura

Sampang, a sleepy coastal town on the isle of Madura,
off the north coast of East Java, literally exploded when the
results were announced. In this staunch PPP bastion, where
at least 80 percent of the votes were expected to go to the
PPP, the results were precisely the opposite - a huge ma-
jority for GOLKAR announced after the ballot boxes had
been taken to the district administration for the count. Peo-
ple went on the rampage for hours, storming through the
five sub-districts of Sampang. Ballot boxes were seized
and burned. Anger quickly spread to the neighbouring dis-
tricts of Pamekasan and Sumenep where ballot boxes were
destroyed as well as a number of government buildings, the
GOLKAR office and police posts. Polling stations were
gutted. Houses of GOLKAR members were also targeted
and a bridge linking Kedungdung and Tambelangan was
destroyed, along with shops and a church.

In Pamekasan, crowds also attacked and burned down
the police post. Calm was only restored after the revered
local religious leader, Kyai Alawi, appeared.

For the first time ever, the East Java military com-
mander Major General Imam Oetomo decided that the
voting should be re-run but turned down demands that this
should cover the whole of the island. As violence contin-

ued, he issued a shoot-on-sight order. But during the re-run
there were more disturbances as thousands of PPP support-
ers were turned away from the polling booths. According
to Siar, an alternative news agency, in a report on the inter-
net on 1 June, at least eleven PPP supporters were shot by
members of the security forces and sustained gunshot
wounds during disturbances in Sampang and Pamekasan.
Subsequent reports from Madura give the impression that
the island is in a state of open revolt because of disgust
with the way in which the voting was rigged.

Post-election disturbances

Anti-riot troops had been well prepared for the distur-
bances. Small well-trained mobile units kept a 24-hour
vigil in the big cities, ready to be despatched at short notice
to wherever they might be needed, using armoured vehicles
and helicopters. Recently-delivered riot-control equipment
from the UK, including Tactica water cannons, special
protection shields, tear gas canisters and rubber bullets
were in evidence everywhere. Even in small towns like
Jember, East Java, a Tactica water cannon was out on the

[COBLOS SEMUA

=

Pierce them all or not at all .

In East Java where the level of violence had been par-
ticularly high during the campaign, military commander
Major-General Imam Oetomo issued a shoot-on-sight or-
der. The scale of the disturbances in the province was so
widespread in the weeks following the election that Oe-
tomo announced on 16 June that e was 'declaring war' on
the rioters. Thirty company units were deployed in a num-
ber of 'troublespots’ including Madura, Jember, Pasuruan,
Probolinggo and Situbondo. In Bangkalan, Madura, the
GOLKAR office, local administrative offices and the po-
lice headquarters had been razed to the ground by angry
crowds. In Jember, nine demonstrators were treated for
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defence against the firing squad would have been removed.
The prison authorities and army officers frequently urged
him to file a clemency plea but he refused to do so.

In February 1991, it was discovered that the court had
filed a plea for clemency on his behalf without his consent.
President Suharto turned down this ‘clemency plea' on 13
May, 1992.

He was notified of the decision at a time when his state
of health had begun to deteriorate and the anger and anxi-
ety he felt only made things worse, physically and psy-
chologically. Then came the death in Cipinang Prison of
his close friend and comrade, Ruslan Widjajasastra, who
had been paralysed and half blind for some time. Ruslan's
death shattered him, added to which he was suffering from
.a prostate disorder. In the final years of his life, he was un-
able to walk unaided and had to be carried by fellow pris-
oners to meet visitors. His memory had also faded.

His plight was taken up by the Inter-Parliamentary Un-
ion's Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
in 1990. Ever since, the IPU has annually made strong rep-
resentations on his behalf to the Indonesian president to
pardon Sukatno and allow him to spent the remaining years
of his life in freedom, but to no avail.

In April this year, his prostate disorder worsened and he

continued from page 3

peace and reconciliation for the people of East Timor and
our willingness to raise issues with respect to human rights
in our discussions with people in the region, specifically
with the Government of Indonesia”.

The meeting took

OBITUARY

was taken to the Police Hospital in Kramat Jati, East Ja-
karta. This ill-equipped hospital is the only place the
authorities at Cipinang will allow prisoners to be taken,
presumably on the grounds of security. Having spent a
couple of weeks there with minim: treatment, he was re-
turned to prison on 1 May. Doctors who had examined him
said that 'there is nothing wrong with him'. But four days
later, as his condition worsened, he was taken back to the
same hospital. After pleas were made on his behalf by hu-
manitarian groups, he was transferred to Cikini Hospital
but the doctors there were unable to help as he was already
close to death.

Reflecting on my own brief acquaintance with Sukatno,
it is painful to think that a man I knew as brimming with
enthusiasm, who succeeded in building Pemuda Rakyat
into a vibrant mass organisation with branches right across
the country, should have spent his last years in such dis-
tress and debilitation. This is a case of slow, painful homi-
cide, a crime for which Suharto's New Order must be held
responsible. *
Carmel Budiardjo

EAST TIMOR

nothing more than a ritual, with Indonesia sticking to ts
position that East Timor is now a part of Indonesia.

place amid
growing tensions
between Wash-
ington and Jakar-
ta[see  separate

item]. »* 8

New format K '

for UN talks @\
On 19 and 20

June, UN Secre- \‘és(‘

tary-General Kofi

Asked by jour-
nalists at a press
conference after the
talks whether Indo-
nesia would agree to
having a refereh-
dum, Ali Alatas in-
~sisted that this had
already  happened.
He said that it was
Indonesia's intention
during the coming
talks to prove that its
version of events

Annan resumed the bi-annual tripartite talks with the for-
eign ministers of Portugal and Indonesia, the ninth in the
present round of talks, and the first to be convened by Kofi
Annan. Also present was UN special envoy on East Timor,
Jamsheed Marker. He was specially appointed by the
UNSG to develop a new format for the talks.

The two governments agreed on the new format pro-
posed by the UN. Jamsheed Marker will initiate a series of
talks starting on 28 July between senior officials from both
sides. Each round is expected to last one or two weeks. The
UN hopes that the agenda under the new format will be
more flexible and open. So far the tripartite talks have been

) . was the correct one.
Far too many lies have been disseminated about East

Timor,' he told journalists.[Republika, 22 June]

The two sides have also agreed to resume the annual
All Inclusive East Timorese Talks started in 1995, most
likely in Austria in August. Jamsheed Marker will immedi-
ately hold preliminary discussions with different Timorese
groups to prepare the talks. The Portuguese regard the
AIET Talks as being a second track alongside UN efforts
to find a comprehensive solution while Indonesia insists on
the talks in New York and Austria being kept completely
separate. A *
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POLITICAL TRIALS

als, having a defence team only helps to confer credibility
on the court. Wilson and Gusti Anom defended themselves.

Wilson who studied history at Universitas Indonesia has
been a grassroots activist for many years. Like the others
he was charged under the anti-subversion law. The prose-
cution mentioned two activities which had 'undermined the
state', namely that Wilson has promoted the principle of
people's social-democracy which conflicts with the state
doctrine Pancasila and supports the right of self-
determination. He was accused of advocating the view that
regions like Aceh, West Papua and East Timor should de-
termine their political future which would mean causing
disunity among Indonesians.

Gusti Anom is still a social sciences student at Air-
langga State University in Surabaya and was a founding
member of the PRD. The charges against him were more or
less the same as those against Wilson. Sagih, the prosecu-
tor, referring to demonstrations and actions in which the
defendant had taken part and said that on numerous occa-
sions, he had spoken in favour of a referendum for the East
Timorese, in violation with Law No.7/1976 which sealed
East Timor's integration with Indonesia.

Speaking in their own defence

The two defendants drew up political statements in their
defence, ignoring the legal aspects of the case.

Wilson's defence statement was 300 pages long but he
confined himself to reading the essential sections, including
the PRD's Political Manifesto and a PPBI document called
'For change, together with the workers'.

Gusti Anom also read the PRD's Manifesto in court
followed by a stinging analysis of the present wave of vio-
lence in many Indonesian cities. He argued that the vio-
lence was triggered not only by the huge social gap and the
arrogance of power but by the fact that political aspirations
can find no outlet and are always confronted by state vio-
lence. According to Anom, the problem is basically struc-
tural, the result of the social, political, economic and cul-
tural structures erected by the New Order.

Lessons to be learnt

There are important political lessons for the pro-
democracy movement from the PRD trials. Despite the
youthfulness of the PRD defendants, they have shown re-
markable political maturity. All were born after 1965, the
year the military came to power. They have all shown ex-
ceptional defiance in court. Solidarity from the outside,

from parents, relatives and the pro-democracy movement,
has been powerful and impressive.

Despite all the persecution and the arrest of most of
their leaders and activists, the PRD has been able to con-
solidate its organisation. The election campaign gave their
members now in hiding plenty of opportunity to participate
in mass actions. During the election campaign, the party
again became the target of ABRI commanders who ac-
cused it of being responsible for the recent disturbances.

As compared with some other pro-democracy groups,
the PRD's political line ‘demands a total break with Su-
harto's New Order. As its leaders have said over and over
again, the problems are structural; reforms are not enough.
In today's Indonesia where injustice prevails, people like
Budiman and Dita Sari have become an inspiration for
young people in Indonesia. *

continued from page 22

the prisoners at the jail are the three convicted PRD ac-
tivists, Dita Indah Sari, Coen Husein Pontoh and Moham-
med Sholeh. The prisoners were angry because the prison
staff insist on visiting relatives paying bribes in order to
meet a prisoner, they maltreat prisoners, intercept their cor-
respondence with the outside world and seize prisoners'
belongings, in particular books and documents.

The riot commenced late at night on 11 June when
some prisoners succeeded in opening up several blocks and
started burning prison records and equipment. The authori-
ties were not able to regain control until special troops and
police reinforcements had been brought in. Tear gas and
firearms were used to quell the rebellious inmates. Once
the revolt had ended all the prisoners were transferred to
three other prisons in East Java. Dita Sari was transferred
to Lowok Waru Prison in Malang.

It was later reported that Coen Pontoh and Sholeh were
injured by prison warders and sustained serious facial inju-
ries as they were being evacuated to Kalisosok Prison.
Acting on their behalf, Indro Sugianto, director of the Su-
rabaya Legal Aid Institute, has written to the military and
police chiefs of East Java demanding that the two men be
given thorough medical examinations. Sugianto said that if
their clients had indeed been injured by prison staff, those
responsible should be charged under the law. [Surya, 19
June]

General takes over as Information Minister

Less than a week after the elections, President Suharto
appointed General Hartono as Minister of Information, re-
placing Harmoko who held the post for fourteen years. The
appointment came as a complete surprise as it is extremely
rare for Suharto to make any ministerial changes in mid-
term. General Hartono was appointed after retiring as army
chief-of-staff. The General made it clear that he would re-
tain the special powers to withdraw newspaper licences
which Harmoko conferred on himself in 1986.

The independent agency, ISAI (Centre for the Flow of
Information), has reported that President Suharto was infu-
riated by media reports of the vote rigging which secured
GOLKAR's 'landslide’ victory. Seven editors told ISAI that
they had 'toned down their election coverage, fearing that
the government might close down their newspapers'. Bam-
bang Harymurti, managing editor of Media Indonesia, said
he asked his editors to be careful when reporting 'sensitive
issues'.
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“This is a major victory for all of us who believe in the
importance of human rights. It is a day we can be proud of
because it shows that when pressure is put on dictatorship
governments such as Indonesia’s, these countries will be
forced to address their outrageous behaviour. Today’s
step taken by Indonesia will further the possibilities for
human rights issues finally being addressed.”

Although the actions of individuals such as Patrick
Kennedy should be applauded, it would be wrong to sug-
gest that the US Government has been acting purely out of
concern for human rights and democracy in Indonesia and
East Timor. A cursory examination of recent history will
show that human rights are invariably disregarded, and
indeed violated, where they interfere with the strategic and
economic interests of the West. In this case, the US is con-
cerned about the transition to a post-Suharto government.
The Clinton administration is apparently keen for Suharto
to relinquish power in an orderly fashion to a non-military
regime as soon as possible (the US Government’s views on
this were made known to Suharto by the former President,
Jimmy Carter, during a secret visit to Jakarta in August
1996), so that Western interests and investments can be
protected. The apparent failure of Suharto to provide for
his succession, and the serious crackdown on opposition
elements during the last year, appear to have disturbed
policy makers in Washington to the extent that they feel
compelled to criticise and attempt to undermine the present
regime.

There is possibly also a pragmatic reason for the Clin-
ton administration’s actions. Last year the administration
was hit by controversy over donations exceeding
US$700,000 to the Democratic Party by Indonesia’s Lippo
group conglomerate headed by Chinese-Indonesian busi-
ness tycoon, James Riady. It was alleged that the money
was donated to influence Clinton’s Indonesian policy.
Senior Republicans are baying for Clinton’s blood over this
scandal. The White House may be reluctant to push ahead
with deals with Indonesia in case they are seen to be linked
with the Riady donations.

It remains to be seen whether recent events and criticism of
Indonesia will lead to real change, in view of Su-

US-INDONESIA TIES

harto’s renowned obduracy and immunity from criticism
and the US requirement for strong economic ties with In-
donesia. Nonetheless, whatever the reaction of Suharto
and whatever the motives and priorities of the US authori-
ties, the Clinton administration’s public commitment to
human rights and democracy has given space to campaign-
ers, such as Patrick Kennedy and the many human rights
groups in the US, to work for a change in US Government
policy on Indonesia and to push for lasting progress on
human rights in Indonesia and East Timor.

Economic sanctions

The issue of wider economic sanctions is also on the
agenda of certain US state authorities. On 29 May, a Mas-
sachusetts state legislative committee, despite strong oppo-
sition from major US corporations and US trading partners
such as Europe and Japan, approved a measure, known as a
“selective purchasing” law, that would bar state contracts
with companies doing business up to a certain limit with
Indonesia and would require state pension funds to divest
from those companies. If passed by both houses of the
state legislature, the ban would remain in effect until Indo-
nesia complies with UN resolutions calling for self-
determination for East Timor. The bill’s sponsors have
been in touch with counterparts in California and Rhode
Island - both of which have large Portuguese-American
populations - about getting Indonesian sanctions introduced
in their state legislatures.

The Massachussetts legislation follows similar

- “selective purchasing” laws passed last year by Massachu-

setts and half-a-dozen US cities imposing sanctions on
companies trading with Burma. On 5 June the Burma law
was boosted by an endorsement by the European Parlia-
ment, which voted unanimously to urge its administrative
arm, the European Commission, to refrain from filing a
formal complaint with the World Trade Organisation. %

continued from page 20

Horta, Belo and Pakpahan plead to Gov-
ernment :

Interviewed by World in Action [see separate item],
José Ramos Horta, the external representative of the East
Timor resistance movement and Nobel Peace Laureate,
condemned Britain as the single most important arms sup-
plier to Indonesia and called for a five-year moratorium on
arms sales, until there is freedom for Indonesia and self-
determination for East Timor. Co-Nobel Peace Laureate,
Bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, head of the Catholic
Church in East Timor, also made a heartfelt plea to the
British Government to drastically curtail the arms trade,
during a lecture in London on 7 June:

“Please, I beg you, restrict still further the conditions
under which this trade is permitted. Do not sustain any
longer a conflict which, without these sales, could never
have been pursued in the first place, nor for so long.”

Many people in Indonesia and East Timor, whose hu-
man rights and lives are at stake, are desperately hopping
that the new Government will take action against the arms
trade. Speaking from hospital in Jakarta, Muchtar Pakpa-
han, the leader of the independent trade union, SBSI,
whose trial for subversion was interrupted when he became
seriously ill, said recently:

“During the British general election, we hoped and
prayed for a Labour victory. We were also hoping that we
in Indonesia would benefit from this. In 1995, I met some
Labour Party leaders and officers and I was given a
promise that if Labour won they would stop the sale of our
weapons and reschedule our loans.”

Campaigners in Britain must keep on pushing to ensure
that the Labour Government lives up to expectations. They
must continue to impress on the Government the message
that unless it delivers on Indonesia its new foreign policy
will be regarded as stillborn. *
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country. The guns, made in Nottingham, can fire 400-
metre-per-second bullets at the rate of 800 rounds per min-
ute.

Procurement Services International

One of Nitor’s third party intermediaries is Procurement
Services International (PSI) of Salisbury, part of the Greys
Group Ltd. The company claims to be second only to
British Aerospace in sales to Indonesia. It was founded by
former officers of the Scots Dragoon Guards. PSI sells a
range of security equipment, including the Tactica ar-
moured vehicles, made by Glover Webb of Hamble, near
Southampton, some of which are adapted as water cannon.
According to Sales Manager, David Hewitt, a total of 15
water cannon are due to go to Indonesia. Heavily armed
military vehicles, valued at about £105,000, with grenade
launchers on the front and back, were filmed. They are
sold to Kopassus who “love these vehicles”.

The WinA team were joined in an undercover visit to
PSI by the disguised Nobel Peace Laureate, José Ramos-
Horta, who remained unrecognised throughout. Managing
Director, Nick Oliver, a captain in the Royal Scots Dra-
goon Guards confirmed: “We are very heavily involved in
Indonesia. ... The Police buy our...armoured riot control
vehicles, armoured water cannon, armoured personnel car-
riers, pursuit command vehicles.” Contracts supplied since
1993 amount to about £400 million, while contracts in the
pipeline amount to £700 million.

Oliver claimed to have been to East Timor on patrol
with Kopassus. He asserted, in front of the disguised Ra-
mos Horta, that the death toll in East Timor was not as high
as alleged. More people had been killed in Northern Ire-
land. “The difference is that in East Timor, they do it in
blocks of 200, and in Northern Ireland, they do one or two
a day.” o

In a PSI warehouse, the WinA team were shown a Hor-
net vehicle mounted with heavy calibre machine guns. The
Hornet is one of more than 300 Glover Webb vehicles re-
cently licenced for export to Indonesia. According to
WinA, Hornet vehicles have been used in East Timor. Ol-
iver stated that water cannon and other unspecified vehicles
are also going to East Timor.

Oliver claimed that difficulties with export licences un-
der the Conservatives were solved by direct representations
to Prime Minister John Major, and Foreign Secretary Mal-
colm Rifkind. He claimed that there had been discussions
with Tony Blair in Opposition, and his view was that “the
type of equipment that the Conservatives have given export
licences to would present no difficulties for the Labour
Government”.

The use of equipment

The true nature of the regime and armed forces to which
these companies are exporting was left in no doubt. Al-
fredo, a former East Timorese guerrilla, described how he
had been shot, beaten, had his nails pulled out, and burnt

UK-INDONESIA TIES

with cigarettes. Photos of Kopassus torture victims, re-
cently submitted to the UN Human Rights Commission,
showed appalling brutality. The vehicles and equipment
supplied by Britain help to provide the infrastructure nec-

" essary for the armed forces to maintain their operations in

East Timor and elsewhere and improve their killing capac-
ity. ‘
WinA revealed new evidence that British water cannon
were used against student demonstrators in Bandung last
year [see TAPOL Bulletin, No 140, April 1997]. Eye wit-
nesses confirmed that the peaceful gathering was broken up
by the water cannon spraying a liquid that caused eye inju-
ries and stomach upsets. One stude  Parsaoran Sirait,
pleaded: “...the Indonesian army is already repressing us,
please don’t add to their repression.” The questions raised
by the export of water cannon were summed up by José
Ramos Horta:

- “Water cannons are not used in England to stop dem-
onstrations because it is wrong, it’s immoral. Why should
it be right to use [them] against East Timorese or against
Indonesians? Only because East Timorese and Indone-
sians are of darker skin?” :

Plausible Deniability!

Malcolm Rifkind told WinA that he never met anybody
from PSI. John Major’s office refused to comment. Tony
Blair’s office said he had no recollection of meeting any-
one from PSI and it was “vacuous in the extreme” to sug-
gest that he would have discussed export licences when in
Opposition.

Greys Group Ltd. have since claimed, in response to in-
quiries, that Nick Oliver and David Hewitt are no longer
employees of the company. They deny that Oliver has ever
been to East Timor and claim that the “Fast Strike” version
of the Hornet vehicle shown in the programme is not ex-
ported to Indonesia. The Hornets sold to the Indonesian
Police are “entirely peaceful and non-aggressive”, accord-
ing to a senior company source. *
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SOCIAL ISSUES

The Banjarmasin tragedy

The worst incident to occur during the election campaign happened in Banjarmasin when no fewer
than 124 people died. The provincial capital of South Kalimantan was engulfed in flames, providing
evidence yet again of the severity of the regime'’s political and economical problems.

The tragedy happened on 23 May, the last day of the
election campaign. A conflict between GOLKAR and PPP
followers rapidly erupted into the biggest conflagration
ever. Troops had to be flown in from Java as the local se-
curity forces were unable to control the situation.

Trivial spark

As with the other disturbances, the tragedy was trig-
gered by a rather trivial event. A GOLKAR rally passed
through a Muslim neighbourhood immediately after Friday
afternoon prayers. The noisy crowd, many of whom were
riding motor bikes, provoked the Muslim community. In no
time a huge crowd of people, coming from all directions,
had gathered and started attacking the GOLKAR rally.
Within minutes, the situation went out of control. Any-
body wearing yellow was targeted. The streets were soon
littered with t-shirts and blouses that had been hastily dis-
carded. Hundreds of women rushed home half naked after
being forced to take off their yellow GOLKAR uniforms.

Then the crowd attacked and burned down the GOL-
KAR district office. Several government buildings were
severely damaged and all the major shopping precincts
went up in flames, including many shops, the Hero super-
market, the 21 Cineplex movie house and the Mitra Plaza
shopping centre. The interior of the Roman Catholic Ca-
thedral was vandalised while the Protestant HKBP church
was reduced to ashes. An entire kampung, predominantly
inhabited by ethnic Chinese, was also gutted.

The previous day, GOLKAR had held a big show of
force in Banjarmasin which was attended by several cabi-
net ministers from Jakarta and the ABRI commander-in-
chief, General Feisal Tanjung. In fact, most Jakarta lumi-
naries were still in Banjarmasin when their hotel went up in
flames. It was rumoured that KH Hasan Basri, chairman of

the Muslim Ulama Council, had been killed in the fire. In
fact he had escaped through an emergency exit and was
rushed to safety by security guards.

Mitra Plaza tragedy

Later on Friday evening, the charred remains of 123
people were found in the ashes of Mitra Plaza building, all
of them unrecognisable. The national pelice chief, General
Dibyo Widodo, alleged that the majority of the victims
were looters because of all the consumer goods that were
scattered nearby; he also claimed that some of the dead
were clutching fans. But other accounts say that many of
the bodies bore signs of bullet wounds. According to one
theory, the police shot into the crowd at random and some
of the fatally wounded corpses were dumped by security
officers in the middle of the Mitra Plaza fire.

The Banjarmasin tragedy follows the pattern of all the
recent riots. Smouldering anger and frustration among the
general public was ignited by a GOLKAR show of force.
Banjarmasin is overwhelmingly Muslim and reflects the
tensions between GOLKAR followers, mostly government
officials, and the general public.

Since the beginning of the year, Kalimantan has been
the scene of many ugly conflicts during which the
Madurese settler community has suffered tremendously.
Thousands were killed and many thousands more have
been rendered homeless following a conflict with the na-
tive Dayak community. There is a deep sense of frustration
among the Madurese, who feel that they have been aban-
doned by government officials. The Madurese community
in Banjarmasin is quite large and according to some re-
ports, many -of those involved in the 23 May riot were
Madurese. -

continued from page 24

good offices mission for achieving a just, comprehen-
sive and internationally acceptable solution to the question
of East Timor and in this framework to encourage the all-
inclusive Intra-East Timorese dialogue to continue under
the auspices of the United Nations.

The resolution was adopted by 20 votes to 14, with 18
abstentions. Lining up with the European Union were Al-
geria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Cape Verde, the Czech
Republic, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Mozambique, the US and Uruguay. Lining up with Indone-
sia were all the Asian countries on the Commission
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Malaysia, Nepal, Paki-
stan, the Philippines and Sri Lanka), as well as Cuba,
Egypt, Madagascar and Zimbabwe. o

Discrediting Ramos-Horta

Indonesian diplomats attending the session went out of
their way to discredit Jose Ramos-Horta, as Jakarta has
been doing ever since he was named the 1996 Nobel Prize
Laureate, along with Bishop Belo. When he was called to
address the session from the podium, an honour granted to
other Nobel Laureates, the Indonesian delegation protested.
Asked to deliver his address from the back of the hall, Ra-
mos-Horta refused to comply and did not deliver his ad-
dress..

Shortly before the resolution was tabled, Ramos-Horta
put on display a set of gruesome photographs of East
Timorese victims of torture. Although Indonesian diplo-
mats alleged that these were fabrications, they were widely
disseminated by Reuters and reproduced in many newspa-
pers around the world. »*
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