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Party office stormed by the military

For several weeks the head office of the PDI was one of the few places in the republic where free
speech was being practised. Every day there were huge rallies, attended by many thousands, in defi-
ance of Suharto and the army. Free-speech forums were held daily. Then at dawn on 27 July, the

armed forces struck.

On that day, after weeks of preparation, around 800
troops, dressed up in red PDI shirts with headbands and
backed by uniformed troops and police, started attacking
the office of the Indonesian Democratic Party on Jalan Di-
ponegoro. The building had been held by the PDI led by
Megawati Sukarnoputri in defiance of government de-
mands that it should be handed over to Soerjadi, who was
imposed as 'party leader' by an army-backed 'PDI congress'
held in June. With this, the regime transformed a party that
had for years been loyal to the regime into a rallying point
for the forces of opposition.

Around 300 PDI members were defending the building.
The attacking forces, posing as Soerjadi supporters, lobbed
a hail of rocks and petrol bombs into the building, sup-
ported by police who sprayed the office with tear gas, us-
ing UK-supplied water cannons [see separate item]. After a
stand-off lasting a couple of hours, the police and troops
disguised as Soerjadi supporters gained entry by forcing
down the fence and gate. The building which had been sur-
rounded by troops for days was invaded. The Megawati
defenders were quickly overpowered. Dozens were injured
in fierce clashes inside. A doctor who arrived in an ambu-
lance described the scene as a 'sea of blood'. Many injured
people were taken to hospital but attempts to check on their
condition and verify reports about the number killed were
thwarted when security forces denied access to the victims.

The Legal Aid Institute monitored several hearses
leaving one hospital under heavy guard and reports that the
hospital morgue was under army guard. It believes that
altogether six or seven people died.

Jakarta explodes in fury

News of the storming of the PDI office spread fast,
bringing tens of thousands onto the streets. Troops were
out in force, blockading streets in the vicinity. But the
crowds re-mustered elsewhere as the situation went out of

control, according to the BBC World Service. In their fury,

the crowds set fire to a number of buildings, seen as sym-

bols of affluence and regime greed. The buildings torched

included several banks, car showrooms, a nine-story

building which houses the Department of Agriculture and .
the barracks of the army's women's corps. It was, as most.
commentators agreed, the most powerful outburst of oppo-

sition since Suharto took power in 1965.

Many of the demonstrators shouted slogans supporting.
Megawati and condemning the military for their brutality.
More than 170 people were rounded up. In a statement,is-
sued on Sunday, Megawati strongly condemned the violent,
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The fightback:
(1) Consolidating the PDI

As for Megawati and her reconstructed executive
council, they have moved forward on several fronts.
Megawati has issued a number of statements strongly
criticising the government for their contemptible interfer-
ence and insisting that she has no intention of accepting
the alleged decisions of the Medan gathering. Her first
move was to issue instructions to all regional and local
party branches throughout the country to convene delegate
conferences at every level to consolidate her leadership of
the party. These have been taking place all over the coun-
try and from the many reports in the national and regional
press, it is clear that members of the party are incensed by
the trickery and full of contempt for those local function-
aries who agreed to go to Medan. In many places, local
military commanders have tried to banned PDI branch
meetings but these have taken place regardless, resulting
in the ousting of pro-Soerjadi committee members, in
other words, a clean sweep.

In some localities, pro-Megawati activists in the party
have had to play 'cat and mouse' with the local military to
hold their meetings. Control of local party offices has been
a matter of conflict, with some pro-Megawati groups hav-
ing to hold their consolidation conferences out in the open.
Local Soerjadi groups are never at a loss for a place to
meet; where they have lost control of the local party of-
fice, they hold their meetings instead at the local military
command. There has been a constant stream of messages
of support for Megawati reaching head office in Jakarta,
with more and more branches coming out against the
'Medan congress'.

Equally significant have been the countless local ral-
lies, sometimes with hundreds, but often with thousands of
people cramming the streets and taking part in 'long
marches' of support for Megawati. At the very time the
governor of Central Java, one of the PDI's strongholds,
was saying that no branch conferences should take place
in his province because PDI members should 'defer to the
government's decision to recognise Soerjadi', thousands of
PDI members and supporters, according to Jawa Pos [2
July], turned Semarang, the provincial capital into a 'sea of
red'. (For public events, PDI members dress in black and
wear bright red headware, carrying bright red banners.)
Many of those taking part had converged on the city from
all parts of the province.

In some places, Medan participants have failed to re-
turn home or show up at meetings, afraid of facing the
anger of the grassroots membership. The regime has only
itself to blame for galvanising the mass of PDI members
by its grotesque intervention, turning the party into a pow-
erful opposition party.

Meanwhile in Jakarta, rallies have continued to occur.
On 5 July, thousands converged on Parliament, some
walking, some on motorbikes, some aboard public trans-
port, demanding to meet the Speaker and convey their an-
ger at what has happened. He and other parliamentary fac-
tion leaders refused to meet the protesters who then
walked to the PDI head office where they held an open-air
public forum. This action like others in the capital have
blocked the main roads for hours, adding to the huge traf-
fic congestion that has become a feature of life in Jakarta.
One banner which greets motorists read: We do apologise

for the congestion. We are busy fighting for democ-
racy.

On 11 July, thousands of people gathered at the Proc-
lamation Monument, the spot where Sukarno and Hatta
proclaimed independence on 17 August 1945. They un-
furled a white banner said to be 1,000 metres long and
invited passers-by to sign their names as an expression of
support for Megawati. Within thirty minutes, the banner
was covered with signatures. Passing motorists and pas-
sengers on buses got out to add their names.

(2) Taking the government to court

After days of deliberation, Megawati and her executive
decided to mount several legal challenges in the courts. A
nine-person legal team, under Amartiwi Saleh of the Legal
Aid Institute (YLBHI), have initiated proceedings against
the sixteen PDI leaders who formed the organising com-
mittee of the Medan 'congress', against the two PDI mem-
bers who chaired the congress and against Soerjadi and his
'secretary-general' Buttu Hutapea. They have also taken
out proceedings against the Interior Minister, for assisting
with congress preparations, against the armed forces
commander, General Faisal Tanjung, for giving all-out
support to the event, and against the national chief-of-
police, Police General Dibyo Widodo, for issuing the per-
mit allowing the Medan meeting to take place.

Local branches have also been advised to initiate pro-
ceedings against local PDI leaders who took part in the
Medan meeting. The YLBHI has announced that no fewer
than three thousand lawyers have come forward, offering
their services to PDI branches.

(3) Building a broad coalition

One striking feature of the rallies and demonstrations
has been the participation of activist groups and parties.
Quite predictably, the army have insinuated that 'external
forces' or 'third parties' are responsible for stirring up the
pro-Megawati mass movement (although when much of
the press talks about 'external forces' and the PDI, what
they mean is ABRI). Such talk is designed to split the pro-
democracy forces and could lead to a clampdown on
groups they would like to scapegoat.

In order to consolidate the coalition that has emerged
around Megawati and the PDI, a number of groups and
parties the Majelis Rakyat Indonesia, MARI, (Indonesian
People's Council) to mobilise public opinion and press for
the repeal of the five 1985 political laws which provide the
basis for the rigged elections and the tightly-controlled
role of the political parties. The 26 founding members of
MARI include the Muslim-based Masyumi-Baru, the two
independent trade unions, SBSI and PPBI, the Indonesian
Legal Aid Foundation, YLBHI, the LBH Federation set up
by lawyers who split away from the YLBHI, H.C. Prin-
cen's human rights group, LP-HAM, the People's Demo-
cratic Party, PRD, the students' solidarity movement for
democracy, SMID, the human rights group PIPHAM, Sri-
Bintang Pamungkas's new party, PUDI, the Batak Protes-
tant Church, HKPB, PIJAR and others.

Announcing the establishment of MARI, Ridwan Saidi
continued on page 8
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religious communications forum to be set up. You don't
have anything like that in other provinces. Recently the
army wrote to all the district heads saying that forums have
to be set up in every district.

As for relations between Muslims and Catholics, in the
old days there was no pressure involved, not like now. In
the late seventies, many people in the villages were forced
to convert to Islam. If they refused, they were accused of
being communists and this could mean death. Such things
have happened in virtually all East Timorese villages.

On social and economic conditions

There have been a few improvements recently. Some of
our people have started up businesses, opening stalls in the
markets, running transport services, but nothing much. The
newcomers from outside do much better. A few of our
people have jobs in the administration but far less than it
" should be. Almost all have posts in the lower or middle
echelons.

There are many hurdles in the way of becoming a civil
servant. Sometimes you have to pay bribes. Many young
people come to me and complain that to get a job in the

administration, they have to pay Rp2 million. To go on to
higher education, they need recommendations, and a letter
of non-involvement in the G30S/PKI [the 30 September
1965 affair]. This is illogical because that event had noth-
ing whatever to do with East Timor.

On the best solution for East Timor

The first thing is to end the state of war. This is ex-
tremely urgent. The military approach must end. Any con-
flicts must be resolved in a political way and that needs
dialogue We need dialogue which means listening to each
other, but that never happens. The only dialogue allowed
here requires us to accept integration, nothing else. It's all
one-way.

In the longer term, East Timor must be given special
status - not in any exclusivist sense - but recognising that
our background and past are quite different. For instance,
East Timor was not mentioned at all in the 1945 Constitu-
tion. This is a very basic question.

Another thing is that the number of troops here must be
reduced and East Timorese must be given the chance to
regulate their own affairs. If possible, East Timor should be
granted special status. *

EU adopts Common Position on East Timor

The European Union has adopted a Common Position on the question of East Timor. The document
was approved in January this year but it was not released until 25 June because the UK blocked
publication in January because of the hostage crisis in West Papua, then in May because of the beef
crisis. The European Parliament has also adopted a resolution on East Timor and Indonesia.

On the substantive issue of status, the EU undertakes to:

Contribute to the achievement by dialogue of a fair,
comprehensive and internationally acceptable solution to
the question of East Timor, which fully respects the inter-
ests and legitimate aspirations of the Timorese people, in
accordance with internationa law.

On the question of human rights, it undertakes to seek
'to improve the situation in East Timor regarding respect
for human rights' and states that, in order to pursue this
aim, it:

‘calls upon the Indonesian Government to adopt effec-
tive measures leading to a significant improvement in the
human right situation in East Timor, in particular by im-

plementing fully the relevant decisions adopted by the -

United Nations Commission on Human Rights', and

'supports all appropriate action with the objective of
generally strengthening respect for human rights in East
Timor and substantially improving the situation of its peo-
ple, by means of the resourcers available to the Europeant
Union and aid for actions by NGOs'.

Although the position would appear to be clearcut, the
EU has proven to be remiss when it comes to acting. The
Position was already. agreed in January (though not yet
made public), yet the EU, then under the Italian presidency,
did nothing at the UN Human Rights Commission in Ge-
neva in March this year to push for a clearly-worded reso-

lution. It allowed Indonesia to get away with a Chairman's
Consensus Statement which was virtually meaningless for.
the people of East Timor.

A great deal of pressure will clearly be needed to get
the EU to act in accordance with the fine principles it has
adopted.

European Parliament resolution

The European Parliament resolution, adopted on 19
June 1996, encompasses both East Timor and Indonesia.
On East Timor it deplores the provocative acts perpetrated
by the Indonesians against freedom of. religion, condemns

‘the illegal occupation of East Timor, calls for the release of

2 political prisoners, including Xanana Gusmoa, reiterates
its demand to the Member States of the European Union to
halt all military assistance and all arms sales to Indonesia,
and, recalling its 1991 resolution to send a delegation on a
fact-finding mission to East Timor, 'insists that the Indone-
sian authorities... refrain from trying to prevent this visit'.

Concerning Indonesia, the resolution calls on Indonesia
to drop the charges against former parliamentarian Sri-
Bintang Pamungkas, calls for free and fair trials, and urges
the Indonesian authorities 'to stop violating the rights of
peaceful critics and activists and to guarantee all individu-
als, including independent journalists, their rights to free-
dom of speech and association'.
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in 1996 have increased: from January till April this year
nearly 10,000 Indonesians were sent back. The port of
Dumai in the Indonesian Riau islands is where these un-
fortunate people are handed over to the Indonesian
authorities.

Condition in the camps

The Pekan Nenas camp in Johor holds most Indone-
sians. On average about 2,000 Indonesians are detained
there. There are about 1,500 in the Macan Umbul camp in
Malacca while in camp Semenyih in Selangor, there are
about a thousand. The camps consist of wooden shacks
with zinc roofs which make the heat unbearable. Lack of
sanitation has caused health hazards. Many detainees fall
ill: high fever and diarrhoea are common. Medical care is
scarce. The detainees often have stay in the camps for
months even though Indonesia is so close.

Hunger strike

On 17 June this year some 650 detained Indonesians
decided to go on hunger strike in camp Kemayan in Pa-
hang. There were about 1,000 Indonesians in the camp at
the time, most having been there for five months. Some
refused to join the action for fear of repercussions. The
hunger strike was the only way to express their grievances,
in particular the refusal of the Malaysian authorities to dis-
close a date for deportation.

The issue of migrant workers is a major issue for the

Malaysian government and will continue to be so for many
years to come. The way it is being handled is woeful. La-
bour migration is not just an economic activity. It deals
with human beings and involves political, ethical and
moral principles. Instead of creating .an environment of
protecting the rights of migrant workers, the Malaysian
government is intent on suppressing reports about abuses
and misconduct. A recent account of Indonesian migrant-
labour in Malaysia published in Forum Keadilan Nr.7/V,
15 July 1996 was torn out of the copies reaching subscrib-
ers in Malaysia.

Send protests

We urge our readers to send letters of protest to the
Malaysian government at the unjust trial of Irene Fer-
nandez, urging the Malaysian government to conduct an
independent inquiry on the camps and develop a clear, hu-
mane policy towards recruitment and employment of mi-
grant labour.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Mahathir Mohammed

Jalan Datuk Onn,

50502 Kuala Lumpur,

Malaysia

(Fax 60 3 238 3784) -

Nike’s 70 million pairs of sneakers

Nike has become the global trend-setter of modernity, leisure and the good life. Nike promotion ads
use the 'greats' among sportsmen like Michael Jordan, Andre Agassi and Eric Cantona. Nike’s At-
lanta Olympic ad campaign has cost US$35 million. US-based labour rights groups like Global Ex-
change and Press for Change have stepped up their campaign against cheap-labour factories in de-
veloping nations. Nike sub-contractors in Indonesia have become the major target.

The choice of Nike was logical; the sneaker giant is
riding on the crest of the international sports boom and has
become a multinational giant with a revenue of US$6.5
billion. In the year ending 31 May, Nike’s earnings rose 38
percent to a whopping US$553.2 million. A pair of Pega-
sus runner shoes retails for US$75 while production costs
plus shipping amounts to $18.25.

The Nike symbol has become a global trademark; eve-
rywhere, young people wear Nike sneakers, T-shirts or
shell suits. It was targeted because it is the biggest, the
most visible and by far the most hypocritical of all the
companies producing sportswear. Nike invests huge sums
of money to improve its image, contributing money to
charities and public schools.

Like other global brands, Nike nowadays manufactures
its goods in many parts of the world, preferable in those
places where labour is cheap. Instead of setting up Nike
companies in these countries, it is more convenient to use
sub-contractors. Criticism of labour conditions can be de-
flected by blaming the sub-contractor. Philip Knight,
Nike's top executive, argue that the minimum-wage work-
ers are paid enough to live reasonable comfortable lives.

Indonesia, the shoe fits

Indonesia has become the major producer of Nike
goods. A phenomenal 70 million pairs of sneakers are
glued, stitched, pressed and boxed annually by a mostly
female workforce. The twelve sub-contracting companies
are: PT Star Win, PT Nasa, PT Doson Indonesia, PT Pra-
tama Abadi Industry, PT Garuda Indawa and PT Hasi in
the Tangerang industrial area; PT Sung Hwa, PT Tae Hwa,
PT Eltri Indo Footwear and PT Nikomas Gemilang in Ser-
ang, West Java; Mitracorp Footwear International in Ja-
karta and PT Feng Tay in Bandung. At least half are Ko-
rean or Taiwanese, the countries where Nike used to pro-
duce their goods. When labour there became too expen-
sive, the companies moved to Indonesia and more recently
to China. The two countries have notorious records of gov-
ernment intervention in labour matters and no freedom of
association for workers. :

PT Nikomas Gemilang, the company based in Serang,
75 kms west of Jakarta, produces 1.2 million pairs a month.
Sumantri, a 25-year old labour activist, said of the factory:
“From the outside, it looks like heaven, but for workers on
the inside, it's hell” [Business Week, 29 July]. The same
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ers' actions. The most recent prior to her arrest in Surabaya
was during a strike against PT Indoshoes on 19 June. The
company is a sub-contractor for Reebok and Adidas shoes.
Coen Husein Pontoh, an activist on peasant affairs, gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Animal Husbandry at the Sam
Ratulangi University in Menado, North Sulawesi. He be-
came involved in the Peasants' Union last year.

A few days later, on 12 July, the police re-arrested stu-
dent activist M.Sholeh who studies at the Universitas Wi-
jaya Kusuma in Surabaya. Earlier, M. Sholeh was held for
questioning, then released. When the police discovered that
he had allegedly convened a meeting at his university
without the permission of the rector, he was re-arrested.
One of the speakers was Goenawan Mohammad, chairman
of KIPP, the Independent Election Committee. Sholeh will
be charged under article 154 of the criminal code for cre-
ating public order which could land him in jail for six
years.

LBH Surabaya, the legal aid bureau branch in Sura-
baya, will defend the three. The noted lawyer, Trimoelja
D. Soerjadi will join in the defence team. Initially the
military threatened the defendants with anti-subversion
charges which could result in a death sentence.

Teten Masduki, speaking for the LBH Foundation in
Jakarta, called for the immediate release of the defendants
and demanded that violence and military intervention in
labour matters should immediately stop.

Strong language by the military |

This action in Surabaya is not the first to be organised
by PPBI. Two weeks earlier, activists from this recently-
established free trade union were involved in a strike at PT
Indoshoes, a sub-contractor for Reebok and Adidas sport
shoes [see separate item on Nike]. But the political de-
mands raised in Surabaya were more strident. PRD leaflets
dealt with political demands like the abolition of the 5
- Laws of 1985 which control political life, against military
intervention in labour affairs, calling for the abolition of
Dwi Fungsi and supporting Megawati for president.

The military commander of East Java Major General
Imam Oetomo, infuriated by the action, accused the 'insti-
gators' of wanting to change the basis of the Indonesian
state, the 1945 Constitution and Pancasila, the state ideol-
ogy. He wamed of attempts at reviving a socialist-
communist movement. The next day, the general said:
'PRD is clearly socialist in nature and is trying to revive
communism or the PKI in East Java’' [Surya, 11 July] His
superior at headquarters, the chief of general staff, Lt. Gen-
eral Soeyono has used the same language: 'There were
agitators at the demonstration who were forcing workers to
demonstrate, even though the workers didn’t want to take
part, he alleged. 'This is clearly a subversive movement
aimed at changing the state system'. [Republika, 11 July].

East Java military commander Major-General Imam
Oetomo who concurrently chairs the national stability
agency, Bakorstanasda, has banned the PRD from engag-
ing in any activities in his region and has said he is exam-
ining the connections between this 'banned party' and other
organisations like SMID, PPBI and STN.

Companies demand exemption

There are reports about strikes every day in the Indone-
sian press. In West Java alone in April, May and June, 63
strikes were reported. Bekasi, an industrial area west of
Jakarta is a typical example where strikes are a daily event.
According to official statistics, there have already been 37
strikes in Bekasi since the beginning of this year, involv-
ing 27,000 workers.

In the majority of cases, workers are demanding pay-
ment of the new minimum wage. which was set in April
1996. But striking workers are also raising issues related to
working conditions, medical facilities, social insurance
policies and holidays with pay.

For the first time, the new rate was fixed at ten per cent
above the previous rate which caused consternation among
the employers, many of whom started complaining that this
could drive them out of business.

The minimum wage varies from region to region. The
lowest rate has been set in Central Sulawesi at Rp 3,200
(about US$1.4) a day, while the highest is in Batam island,
close to Singapore where it is Rp7,350 (US$3.1). The rate
in Jakarta is Rp. 5,800 while it is somewhat lower in Cen-
tral and East Java. Responding to hundreds of requests
from companies arguing they could not afford the new
rates, Manpower Minister Abdul Latief granted exemptions
to 215 companies for nine months up to one year. It was a
decision calculated to spark off a new wave of strikes.

Analysts have shown that labour costs in Indonesia are
only a fraction of total production costs while 'hidden
costs', including paying 'special fees' to local military units,
absorbs much more. The Indonesian economy is often de-
scribed as a high-cost economy, the main features of which
are cheap labour and massive corruption.

Worker actions with political demands

What is striking about some of the recent strikes is that
workers are taking on board political demands as well as
demanding improvements in their conditions.

On 18 June several thousand workers from Indoshoes
and Kingstone companies in Bogor decided to take a num-
ber of complaints to parliament, supported by PPBI and the
new political party, PRD. Many students also joined them
on the trip to Jakarta. The main grievance was about non:
payment of the minimum wage and getting only 26 days
pay instead of 30 days, as required by the new regulation.
They were received by MPs from the PDI fraction. One
representative, Ria Kurniawati expressed support for
Megawati as the lawful leader of the PDI. Some of the
workers decided to press their demands by organising a
sleep-in in parliament. Around midnight, security forces
came and used force against the workers. A few hundred
were forced onto trucks and driven back to their work-
places. Next morning, about 2,000 people returned to par-
liament to protest against police brutality.

Hundreds of workers organised by SBSI, the Prosperity
Trade Union, demonstrated on 8 July in support of Mega-
wati and the PDI [see separate item]. During a march from
the office of the Legal Aid Institute in Jakarta to the PDI
headquarters, SBSI chair Mochtar Pakpahan made public a
written statement protesting at government and military
interference in the PDI's internal affairs and announcing
three SBSI demands: 'Higher wages', 'Upholding truthful-
ness' and 'Upholding justice and consistently implementing
the 1945 Constitution and Pancasila'. *

22 TAPOL Bulletin No. 136, August 1996








mailto:tapol@gn.apc.org

