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PKI activist.

Arrested in 1967.

Sentenced to life imprisonment
In good health.

Bali Prison

Pudjo Prasetyo
68 years old.
Trade union activist.
Arrested on 2 November 1967.
Sentenced to life imprisonment.

He iis suffering from tremors which may have been
caused by a stroke. He is in a poor state of health.

Tanjung Gusta Prison, Medan

Isnanto
70 years old.
PKI activist.
Arrested on 23 February 1969.
Sentenced to death.
He has cataracts and is in poor health.

Kalisosok Prison, Surabaya

Manan Effendi
74 years old.
He was deputy chair of the PKI in East Kalimantan.
Arrested on 9 October 1965.
Sentenced to life imprisonment.
His is in a poor state of health.

Alexander Warouw
77 years old.
PKI activist.

Arrested on 9 October 1965.
Sentenced to life imprisonment.
In poor health.

Pamekasan Prison, Madura

Suryabrata
67 years old.
PKI activist.
Arrested on 22 October 1967.
Sentenced to life imprisonment.
In poor health.

Banjarmasin Prison

Ahmad Darlian Gani
68 years old.
PKI activist.
Date of arrest not known.
Sentenced to life imprisonment.
Unwell and paralysed.

Note:

A PKI prisoner, identified only as Mbah Yohannes who
would now be nearing 80 years old, was being held at the
high-security prison on Nusakembangan Island, off South
Java. His presence there was noted by a prisoner who spent a
short time on the island about three years ago. It is not known
whether he is still alive.

A prisoner named Haji Kamba, a member of the PKI,
who was held for many years at Ujung Pandang Prison, South
Sulawesi and had been sentenced to life in the late 1960s,
died at the beginning of 1994. He was 94 years old when he
died. He was paralysed, unable to move without the assistance
of other prisoners and his mental faculties had virtually
ceased to function.

Land grabbing and forest fires

While not necessarily connected, several land conflicts have resulted in the burning of property
owned by timber companies. At the same time, a long drought is caused forest fires in Sumatra and
Kalimantan, causing atmospheric disturbances in neighbouring Singapore and Malaysia.

Alarming reports from East Kalimantan, South Sumatra,
North Sumatra, South East Sulawesi and West Papua de-
scribe continuing conflicts between indigenous people and
forest companies who have seized their ancestral land. Al-
though details of most incidents are unavailable, one conflict
did hit the headlines: the struggle of the Sandai Dayaks of
West Kalimantan, against a timber company P7 Lingga Teja
Warna. The grievances of the Sandai Dayaks concern a HTI-
Trans (Timber Estate-Transmigration) project which was
established without proper consultations regarding land
rights or compensation. First reported a few weeks ago, the
dispute escalated when 1,600 Dayaks, forest inhabitants,
marched to the camp base to protest against eviction from
their ancestral forests. Nobody from the management was

present and the situation quickly got out of hand. Soon, all
the buildings were ablaze and 6 tractors, 4 bulldozers, 3 cars
and 15 oil tanks were destroyed. The entire plantation was
also destroyed.

Eyewitnesses say that this is probably the biggest demon-
stration ever to have taken place in the region. The security
forces were unable to reach the area as the protesting Dayaks
had destroyed the bridge, the only approach to the plantation.
The 3,000 ha plantation is now unattended. This incident
occurred on 11 August, but according to more recent reports
some Dayak tribal people have been arrested.

continued on page 9
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