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Stepping-up the operation

One month after the initiation of the operation, Jakarta
military commander, Major-General Hendroprijono
announced a further boost. The contingent of 16,700 police
and military was inadequate and he would triple the
number. Airforce and marine personnel would also be
included. The general also issued orders to military person-
nel in their barracks to take responsibility for the security
of their surroundings within a radius of five kilometers.
Hendroprijono produced some new figures: more than 1,000
people have been arrested for various offenses. Ten firearms
have been confiscated, 340 sharp implements, 403,000
alcoholic beverages and almost four million phials of illegal
drugs. He did not disclose how many people had been
wounded or killed.

Concern in society

It is a well-known fact that many affluent people in society
strongly endorse firm measures against criminals, ignoring
the fact that the best way to fight crime is to eradicate
poverty. LBH, the Legal Aid Institute, has strongly
criticised Operation Cleansing 94 and regards the military
involvement as particularly dangerous.

One incident that heightened the army's involvement in
the campaign was the stabbing to death of Brig.General
Tampubolon, a tough red-beret officer. The hapless officer
was stabbed by a group of youngsters when he alighted
from his vehicle while driving in the capital. Human rights
activists have compared the present wave with the Perrus
(mysterious Kkillers) operation a decade ago. The term
Matius (mati misterius, mysterious death) is a more appro-
priate term, as the shooting is carried out and publicly
acknowledged by security officers. Many innocent people
were killed in the campaign ten years ago; it is feared the
same will happen again. The English language newspaper
Jakarta Post ran an editorial on 30 April called: Return of
the gunmen? The editorial asked: 'Who is marked for
elimination, who makes the decisions and what about the
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Major~General Hendropriyono: " No Human rights for
bandits!, Just shoot!

presumption of innocence?

Similar anti-crime waves in Latin America have had
devastating results: many innocent people killed on the
streets, extrajudicial killings of suspects at the whim of
security officers while the crime rates remaining stubbornly
high.

Conditional release for Bonar Tigor Naipospos

On 17 May Bonar Tigor Naipospos was conditionally released from Cipinang prison. While this is a
relief, it raises many questions. Bonar's trial in 1989 was a typical show—trial. Accused of subversive
activities, his only 'crime’ was involvement in discussion groups. He got eight years and six months.

The 21 students who challenged President Suharto have just received six—month sentences.

Bonar's release reflects the special situation in Jakarta.
Bonar was required to submit a 'thesis' as a condition for
his release. The initiative came from the high-profile
Jakarta military commander, Major-General Hendropriyono,
who some months ago arranged the release of several long-
term Muslim prisoners from Cipinang in the same way.
Such a gesture has no judicial foundation but as everybody
knows, verdicts in political trials are decided outside the
courts anyhow. Bonar is required to report regularly to the
police.

Bonar was a founder of the Pijar Foundation. His release
has been welcomed by his many friends but they stress that
it leaves many questions unanswered. What about his
friends, Bambang Subono and Isti Nugroho, held at Wiro

gunan Prison, Yogyakarta, Central Java? Tried a year earlier
in the same court as Bonar and sentenced to 7 and 8 years,
they have now served two--thirds of their sentences. But the
Central Java military commander has refused to do what
Hendropriyono has done for Bonar. Military commanders
are also heads in their respective regions of the local
Bakorstanasda, the powerful security agency. The fate of
prisoners like Bonar, Subono and Isti is very much at the
mercy of such people.

On his release, Bonar said his first move would be to go
to Yogyakarta to visit his two friends and campaign for
their release. He also intends to re-register at the Univer~
sity. [Jakarta Post, 18.5.1994]
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