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activists to establish a centre of resistance to the military
government in South Blitar, East Java. He was arrested on

21 July 1968 in an armed attack on a police station in East
Java, during which three people reportedly lost their lives.

Where are the Tanjung Priok massacre victims?

Nine years after the Tanjung Priok massacre when at least one hundred Muslims were shot dead by
troops, the local community has called for a fact—finding enquiry and asked the government to say
where the victims were buried. Only one of the bodies was ever returned to the family for burial.

The massacre occurred on the evening of 12 September
1984, when about 1,500 Muslims marched in protest to the
local police station to demand the release of three mosque
officials. Troops opened fired without waming, leaving
dozens of people dead. Troops gave chase as hundreds fled
from the scene, killing many more. All the bodies and all
the injured were taken to army hospitals. The only body
handed back to the family was that of Amir Biki, an
informal community leader who had links with army
intelligence. Fire-engines were speedily on the scene to
wash away the blood from the streets so that by morning,
everything had been 'cleaned up'.

The call for an inquiry into the tragedy was made when
several hundred people gathered to welcome back several
recently-released Muslims who were imprisoned on charges
of subversion in the wave of trials that followed in the
wake of the massacre. [See Indonesia: Muslims on Trial,
published by TAPOL in 1985] Many of those present were
relatives of the victims who disappeared and have never
been accounted for. [Tempo, 2.X.1993] A White Paper
issued two days after the massacre called for an inquiry; its
author, A.M. Fatwa, was later tried and sentenced to 18
years for subversion. He has now been conditionally
released.

The Tanjung Priok massacre bore a striking resemblance
to the Dili massacre on 12 November 1991. But without
any international outcry, the Suharto regime was able to
survive the crisis without even a preteace at investigating
the affair. The then commander of the Jakarta military
command, General Try Soetrisno who is now the Vice-
President, claimed at first that nine people had been killed
although the official casualty figure was later increased to
thirty.

The massacre occurred at a time when relations between
the regime and Indonesian Muslims were very tense. At
issue was the regime's push to make Pancasila the sole
ideology for all groups and organisations. Muslim preachers
condemned this as an infringement of religious freedom.
The army provoked an incident ‘at a mosque in Tanjung
Priok where most people are devout Muslims. The
subsequent massacre and the numerous trials of Muslims
which ensued were intended to subdue Muslim opposition.
Today, Suharto is wooing Islam and hopes to heal the
wounds inflicted by the army crackdewn in the mid-1980s.
But the Tanjung Priok massacre, like the Dili massacre, is
unfinished business. Hence the call for an inquiry came as
an embarrassment for the regime.

Place of burial known

In an interview with Tempo, an army general who is now
Deputy Governor of West Java, said that the bodies of the
massacre victims were buried at a location in Jeger Village,
Kampung Rambutan, East Jakarta. HMA Sampurna, who

was intelligence assistant of the Jakarta military command
at the time of the massacre, alleged he had no idea how
many people were killed but the corpses were taken by
truck to Jeger Village for burial because "in some cases,
they could not be identified”. He could not say more as he
was not in charge of the bodies but was dealing with people
who were arrested and selecting those who should be tried.
He told the weekly that as the protesters were gathering
and moving towards the police station, he reported to
General Try who ordered him to "get things under control
fast”. Such a loosely-worded command would easily be
understood in the army as being an order to shoot the
trouble~makers. Indeed, if anyone should answer for the
Tanjung Priok atrocity, that man is Try Soetrisno.
Sampurna was dismissive of calls by relatives of the dead
for an inquiry. Some people have already been tried, he
said, and if the incident were now re-opened for
investigation, others might end up being tried as well, so "I
think it's better to leave things alone". [Tempo, 16.X.1993]
The very idea that people in the army should now be called
to account for the atrocity clearly did not enter his head.

Islamic college re-opened, at a price
A similar tone was struck by the present commander of
Jakarta, Major-General Hendropriyono, who became
intelligence assistance at the Jakarta military command a
year after the Tanjung Priok massacre. He spoke at the re—
opening of a preachers' college in Tanjung Priok, the PTDI,
whose rector, the elderly Oesmany Al-Hamady, was among
the many preachers tried and sentenced after the massacre.
He served nearly seven years in jail. Several PTDI lecturers
were among those tried and sentenced in 1984. The PTDI
has been closed down for the past nine years.
Hendropriyono used the occasion to warn the Muslim
community "not to stir up the Islamic religion in the
interests of politics” and cautioned people against "engaging
in similar violent (sic) activities” which could threaten
nationai unity. [UPI, mid—November 1993] The impression
has gained ground that the army's quid pro quo for allowing
Hamady's school to re-open was that the call for an inquiry
into the 1984 massacre should be abandoned. Such deals
make it possible for the anmy to commit atrocities with
impunity, wherever they occur.
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