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Timor, was now exposed as flagrant liars who, as CNRM
representative overseas, Jose Ramos—Horta, had "come to
believe their own propaganda”. As he says in his defence,
Xanana had decided to use his court appearance to convey
his true stand to the world. It was a wise decision. Held
incommunicado for so many months, he knew that anything
he did from his prison cell would be manipulated by his
captors.

The regime could only respond by silencing him in court,
an unprecedented event in the history of political trials in
Indonesia. However unfair they are, "never in living
memory", according to Asia Watch, had a court prevented
a defendant from reading out his own defence. As an
Australian academic has said: "Judge Godang's ruling is not
only out of line with Indonesian practice but also with
articles 52 and 153 of the Indonesian Code of Criminal
Procedure.” [These grant the defendant "the right to speak
freely to the investigators and the judge" and stipulate that
the "head judge must ensure that nothing occurs... which
obstruct either the defendant or witnesses from speaking
freely".

Blaming the UN
But things did not rest there. Before the hearing on 17 May,
the press reported remarks by Sudjono claiming that
Xanana had been "influenced" to change his stand by the
UN envoy, Amos Wako, who had had a private meeting
with Xanana in April. [See separate item.] Sudjono, it
seems, could not forgive Xanana for publicly humiliating
him by withdrawing his power of attorney. Sudjono alleged
that the UN envoy had "whispered" messages to Xanana.
Xanana, he said, attached particular importance to the fact
that UN representative, Tamrat Samuel was attending his
trial. Certainly, the presence of a UN envoy at the trial must
have been of great importance to Xanana.

The allegation about "Wako interference” was taken up by
Major~General Theo Syafei who has never concealed his

EAST TIMOR

opposition to UN involvement in East Timor. This explains
the moves in Bali, Syafei's headquarters, to prevent Samuel,
twice, from reaching Dili to attend the trial.

Syafei's campaign to discredit the UN has come as a huge
embarrassment to Ali Alatas who a few weeks earlier had
promised UN Secretary—General Boutros-Ghali in Rome
that he would take 'confidence-building measures'. While
promising to ‘investigate allegations' about what was
discussed between Wako and Xanana, Alatas warned
government officials [ie, Syafei] to be more careful about
making allegations against the UN. [UPI, 18.V.1993]

What Wako said to Xanana is confidential but the
encounter must have been hugely significant to Xanana as
a sign of continuing UN concern. But his decision to use
the court-room to make his position known was taken long
before this meeting. His statement in court was completed
on 27 March, well before he met Wako.

The courtroom gag has only reinforced the momentum
created by Xanana's bold move. Xanana Gusmao, symbol
of the East Timorese resistance, will become the focus of
an international campaign which will make Suharto, Ali
Alatas and Theo Syafei rue the day troops were set on his
trail and he was taken into custody.

Sudjono’s appeal, a myth
Following the life sentence handed down by the court on 21
May, the lawyer Sudjono announced that he will lodge an
appeal. He even said that because appeal courts are slow to
pass verdicts, he will go straight to President Suharto to ask
for clemency.

Were he to do such a thing, this would not be with
Xanana's consent, as is evident from his statement that he
will not contest any sentence by the court.

UN envoy visits East Timor again

The UN Secretary~General, Boutros Boutros—Ghali sent his special envoy, Amos Wako, to East Timor
in April for a second time, to check the implementation of recommendations following his first visit last
year. The first Wako report has not been made public and it appears that the Secretary—General has

no intention of making his second report public either.

The UN Human Rights Commission called for the publica—
tion of the Wako report in its resolution adopted in March
this year. Everything suggests that the report was highly
critical of Indonesia, a view confirmed by the Jakarta
weekly, Tempo on 17 April 1993.

The second Wako visit took place just before the UN-
sponsored talks between Indonesia and Portugal in Rome.
The Wako the visit was widely reported in the Indonesian
press.

The Santa Cruz casualties
The top priority for Wako was to check on whether any
progress had been made to ascertain the number of casu-
alties of the Santa Cruz massacre in November 1991, what
had happened to the bodies of those slaughtered and
whether any of the 'missing' had been found. The position
of the army remains basically the same as a year ago, a
deliberate distortion of the true extent of the tragedy.
[After investigations in East Timor last year by the
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clandestine movement and a thorough check of all the data
supplied, Peace is Possible in East Timor in Lisbon has
confirmed that 273 people died, 255 disappeared and 376
were wounded.]

At the time of Wako's 1992 visit, Indonesia's official
figure still stood at 'about 50 dead'. Then in July, a new
official figure emerged, that 'only 19 deaths' could be
confirmed. All the victims had been buried in the Hera
cemetery in Dili where there are now 18 graves; the 19th
contained the body of Kamal Bamadhaj, the Malaysian,
which has been removed by his family. The government
now claimed that 115 East Timorese were 'missing' of
whom 18 had died and 31 had 'returned home', leaving 66
'unaccounted for'.

At a meeting in Jakarta with the armed forces commander—
—in—chief General Edi Sudradjat, the general now said that
32 had 'returned home' (one more than previously) and that
four more were known to have died, bringing the total
death toll to 23, including Kamal. Officially, the figures are





















SOCIAL ISSUES

Golfmania

It is supposed to be a sport and maybe it is in different parts of the world. But in _Indonesia and
neighbouring countries, golf is the meeting place for the happy few and a quick—yze{d investment. But
new golf links are causing serious social conflicts and ecological havoc. It is no accident that world-

wide protest against the frenzied proliferation of golf courses is gathering momentum.

Building new golf courses is a worldwide phenomenon and
Indonesian real estate tycoons have joined this frenzy.
According to BKPM, the State Coordinating Body for
Investments, 12 new golf links will be finished by the end
of 1993. Another 30 applications are under consideration.
On the island of Bintan alone, ten new golf links are being
prepared. The 68 already operating earn huge profits,
creating queues of land and real estate developers who seek
permission to join the ranks of golf link developers.

Fragment from the banned
TUR calendar: Madame Suharto
swinging the club.

The sign reads:
ONLY FOR THE GREEDY

Playing golf is a relatively new phenomenon in Indonesia;
only in the last two decades has it become the favourite
pastime of the upper crust. Practically the entire top layer
of Indonesian society — the president and his ministers,
bankers and chief executives (CEOs), top civil servants and
military officers — all have one thing in common: hitting a
little ball on the green.

The happy few

In a developing country like Indonesia with a per capita
GNP of USS$ 600, golf means status. Timber tycoon Bob
Hasan, a close buddy of the president, explains that golf is
an cffective way of lobbying or doing business. "While
relaxing, playing golf, everything becomes easier to dis—
cuss”, and Bob speaks from experience. Laksamana Suka-
rdi, a successful banker, is more coy. Playing golf has
become a must because many informal business meetings

take place at the golf course. "It would look funny if I
myself can't play golf”. The neccesity of appearing on the
golf course is expressed by holders of multiple Transferable
Membership Certificates (TMCs). The fanatics may possess
up to twelve TMCs, but top executives like Adiputra Tahir
(chair of HIPMI, Association of Young Entrepreneurs) gets
by with just six. Agus Sasmito, a paint factory owner
proudly holds eight, while one nine-TMC holder who
prefers anonymity admits, "For me, playing golf is part of
doing business”.

While many golf links are in the environs of Jakarta and
Bandung, golf courses in Bali and Riau are fast becoming
favourite spots. It is nothing unusual for Jakarta's happy few
to charter a flight to these islands to hit the little white ball.

Talking business on the golf link is the custom too for
ASEAN leaders, and Suharto, a Javanese traditionalist, has
swung a club or two with Goh Chok Tong, the Sultan of
Brunei or world leaders like Ronald Reagan and Helmut
Kohl.

The chair of the prestigious Indonesian Golf Association,
ret'd Admiral Sudomo, is often on the front pages in golfing
gear. And the military's top brass — General Try Sutrisno,
General Edi Sudradjat, Lt.Gen Harsudiono Hartas or the
new Chief of Staff L1.Gen Wismoyo Arismunandar - all
share the same enthusiasm.

Huge costs and profits

The cost of a TMC card varies. The Pondok Indah golf
link, arguably one of the world's most attractive courses,
charges Rp150 million (US$ 75,000) while the prestigious
Gunung Geulis Country Club charges Rp100 million for its
36 holes. Many new golf courses are also real estate
projects like the controversial Pantai Indah Kapuk (PIK)
(membership Rp135 million), Bumi Serpong Damai (twin
membership with PIK), Damai Indah Golf (Rp135 million),
Emerald One (Rp80 million) or Palm Hills and Modern
with a TMC fee of Rp75 million. On top of this, members
pay monthly allowances, caddy fees and tips, noi to
mention the expensive food and drinks. And since
Indonesia's happy few and a growing number of expatriates
are willing to pay such phenomenal sums, golf-link devel-
opment has become one of the most attractive investments.

Real estate tycoon Ciputra already owns four golf courses:
Padang Golf Jaya Ancol, favourite of General Try Sutrisno
and 14.Gen Wismoyo Arismunandar, Pondok Indah, fre-
quented by ex-Vice President Sudharmono and several
ministers; Bumi Serpong Damai, favoured by 15 cabinet
ministers and captains of industry and Pantai Indah Kapuk
another favourite of cabinet ministers and bankers. Ciputra
is now planning seven more golf links in Surabaya, Tang-
crang and Batam island. While real estate projects normally
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have a long break—-even point, a golf course investment can
break even overnight. Bumi Serpong Damai (BSD) is a
spectacular example: Ciputra was raking in the profits
before it had even started.

Designed by Jack Nicklaus who received a US$ 1.2
million fee, BSD attracted more than 1,200 members. From
the TMC fees alone, Ciputra received Rp162 billion, against
an initial investment of Rp100 billion. BSD is situated on
the outskirts of Tangerang, a leading industrial centre.
While tens of thousands of low-waged workers have to live
in squalor, the 72 holes of BSD stretch out over 75 ha of
lush green pastures.

Jack Nicklaus was also hired for another US$ 1.5 million
to design the north course of Emerald One, owned by the
Soeryadjaya family whose Astra empire recently collapsed.
The south course was designed by golfer Amold Palmer for
the same pittance as Jack Nicklaus. Greg Norman, another
golf celebrity, was hired for a mere US$850 000 to design
the Tering Bay course on Batam, a few miles from
Singapore which is part of a larger complex with a four star
500-room hotel and a range of bungalows available to the
Singapore jet set. Other projects like Royal Jakarta and
Krakatoa Beach Resort are based on the same concept: a
four-star hotel with a dazzling array of sports facilities
including a golf link. The target is obvious: next to the
local happy few it is the Asian super rich who are expected
to come in droves. Business executives from Japan, Taiwan,
Korea, Hongkong and Singapore should be keen, for the
combination of investing and playing golf is the main trend
in business circles today. A full-page ad in a Jakarta
newspaper says: "We offer the most profitable investment,
an attractive business opportunity, prestige, five star luxury
facilities..”. Within two months the TMCs, varying in price
from Rp45 million to Rp75 million, were sold out. One
layer in society seems unaffected by the global economic
recession.

A TMC is not simply a membership card: it is like a
share; since it can be sold on the market, its price fluctu-
ates. But with land so scarce, even for the golf developers,
the value of a TMC is bound to go up. Just how much is
demonstrated by TMCs for Pondok Indakh: fifteen years ago
they were worth only RpS million; now they fetch 30 times
that amount. Evidently golf links are lucrative not only for
the developers. As the boom continues, those with the
capital to spare invest in multiple TMCs. While out on the
green with a few business relations, their membership is
accumulating some wealth.

Travel agencies too have jumped on the golf bandwagon
and include golf package tours in their holiday programmes.
Sheraton has been doing this since 1991. Royal Jakarta will
provide a special Gary Player golf school for beginners and
advanced players.

Land evictions

While the big spenders continue to improve their handicap,
the darker side of the golf boom has meant land eviction
for local people. One of the latest incidents was on 14 April
1993, when 800 people from four villages — Kertamaya,
Bojongkerta, Genteng and Rancamaya - in the subdistrict
of Ciawi, West Java demonstrated against plans to trans-
form their agricultural plots into a golf course plus luxury
real estate. Armed with banners and posters, they symboli-
cally replanted parts of the threatened site with young
saplings. Military and police forces arrested 14 villagers.
The villagers claim that the 257ha site is ancestral land and
should continue to be used as productive agricultural land.

The land developer PT SBM had never approached the
local people. On 26 April some 40 evicted farmers and
environmentalists protested outside Parliament and handed
in a petition demanding an immediate halt to the con-
struction of golf links in land-scarce Java.

The Ciawi case is not an isolated incident. Most golf sites
are situated in Java, one of the most densely populated
areas in the world. Somebody with 2ha in Java is seen as
a big landlord. Developers of golf links like to think big
and need hundreds of hectares, inevitably clashing with the
local people who have been tilling the land for generations.

In 1989 one conflict hit the headlines because of the
determination of the peasants to fight for their land and the
support they received from student and environmental
groups. The Cimacan case in West Java involved two
hundred families, forced to accept meagre compensation for
their valuable land. Resistance grew, but so too did pressure
from the local authorities. Ret'd Admiral Sudomo as chair
of the Indonesian Golf Association and until very recently
Coordinating Minister for Political and Security Affairs,
suggested that the golf course would create many new jobs
and the farmers could be retrained as golf caddies. For
many months the conflict was heated. The spokesperson of
the Cimacan peasants was branded a communist instigator.

Reeducating peasants as caddies

The peasants kept their defiance by demonstrating over and
over again and received growing sympathy from the general
public. Eventually, the Cimacan golf project grew so
unpopular that it was shelved, hopefully for ever. The
success of the Cimacan peasants is a good example for
other local communities threatened by the golf mania.

Other protests have emerged: the people in Tapos village
in Tangerang subdistrict are opposing the building of a golf
course and plans for a 100ha course in South Jakarta may
be revoked by the city government because of protests.
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Admiral Sudomo denied golf is an elitist and exclusive
game since "anybody can play golf".

There was public consternation at remarks of these
officials especially as they came at the same time as an
official report which revealed that 27 million Indonesians
still li.ve below the poverty line. The Anti~Golf Movement
organised a protest outside the sports ministry. ridiculing
the minister's remark and demanded a moratorium on all
golf course development.

Ministers at loggerheads
The issue of poverty and the contrasting affluence of the
golfers has suddenly become a major controversy in
Indonesia. The Anti-Golf Movement is getting support
from unexpected places. Hayono Isman's predecessor and
present Minister for Housing, Akbar Tandjung agrees with
tighter controls on golf course projects, and opposes them
where developed on poor people's property bought at
unreasonable prices. "It's a matter of principle that no one
should be displaced simply to make way for a golf course”.
After several DPR members had lined up behind the

SOCIAL ISSUES

protesters, President Suharto's secretary in charge of
development control, Solichin GP, suddenly joined the
chorus and spoke out against the construction of the
Cisarua golf course. This placed him at odds with the
recently-appointed Interior Minister, ret'd General Yogie
Memet. Suddenly an issue has emerged to put some of the
most senior officers and officials as loggerheads with each
other. This is Indonesia's very own Golf War,

Sources:

Matra: Febr. 1993; Prospek: 22 Febr. 1992, 4 April 1992, 2 May 1992;
Tempo: 7 Nov. 1992, 27 March 1993; Warta Ekonomi 6 & 13 April 1992;
Suara Karya 15 April 1993; Jakarta Post: 22 April 1993, 29 April 1993,
5 May 1993, 13 May 1993; 14 May 1993, 15 May 1993, 17 May 1993, 18
May 1993; Business Times 29 March 1993; Statement of the Global
Anti-Golf Movement, April 1993.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Human Rights briefs

198 arrested in North Sumatra

198 people, including 43 women and 13 children, are in
detention as Binjai prison following protest at the arrest of
two local transmigrants as they were on their way to a
nearby town to sell palm oil. During a clash with security
forces outside a police station in which several hundred
people were involved, the protesters were struck with rifle
butts; six people were seriously injured and two are thought
to have died.

The incident came following a dispute involving several
hundred families who had been resettled at the Sei Lapan
palm oil plantation project 45 kms east of Medan as local
transmigrants. An agreement was signed last December
guaranteeing that 412 families would each receive 1.5
hectares of land to which they were entitled, but nothing
has been done to implement this. Unable to resolve their
demands, the transmigrants decided to take some of the
produce to market so as to alleviate a food shortage. The
two men who did this were arrested and accused of theft.

After failing to secure the release of the two men, a large
crowd wrecked the police station where they were being
held. In revenge, troops from the Bukit Barisan military
command went to the site and arrested many of the inhabit-
ants. The village has since been sealed off and the villagers
prevented from moving in and out. An activist from the
forestry NGO, SKEPHI, Indro Tjahjono, said the people are
gripped by fear and hunger.

The Legal Aid Institute (LBH) in Jakarta has issued an
Urgent Action calling for the withdrawal of the troops from
the site, free access to people who want to assist the people
there, the immediate release of all the children and elderly
people now in custody at Binjai prison and implementation
of the December agreement. [Source: LBH Urgent Action,
10 May 1993 and Jakarta Post, 22.1V.1993]

End militarism on campus

More than five hundred students at the Teachers' Training
(IKIP) college in Rawamangun, Jakarta, staged a one-day
protest against militarism on university campuses. The

protest was triggered by an incident when an IKIP student
was beaten and tortured by a member of Menwa, the
Student Regiment.

The protest was organised by an Anti-Violence Student
Solidarity Committee on the campus and involved the
singing of songs and poetry recitations. There were many
banners with strongly-worded slogans: "Free our campus
from militarism!", "We oppose force and tyranny!" and
"Rawamangun is a sad campus!”

There are student regiments on all campuses throughout
the country; they are seen by the body of students as
"simply the student arm of the military”. One student told
the press that "powerful military influence has produced a
climate of fear on our campus and makes students afraid of
expressing their ideas". [Indonesian Observer, 22.1V.1993]

Chatibul Umam, the student who led the protest, said:
"Campuses should be freed from conditions that create fear,
and stifle the students." He spoke of pressures, intimidation
and even violence by certain groups.

A deputy rector came out to try to pacify the students.
There was a heated debate after the students read out their
demands. [Merdeka, 22.11.1993]

Rector in trouble for democracy meeting

The rector of the Darul Ulum University in Jombang, East
Java could face charges following a meeting on campus
which was addressed by the well-known human rights
lawyer, Adnan Buyung Nasution. Buyung has been giving
talks at a number of universities recently, highlighting the
lack of democracy in Indonesia today.

The Darul Ulum University meeting took place on 13
April but the security forces started threatening action
against the rector more than a week later. The local police
chief said a permit had been applied for, but only a few
hours before the meeting was due to commence. "They
should have given seven days' notice,” he said. The local
military chief accused the university of staging an illegal
event and said it must take the consequences. The police
official, who said a charge was likely for holding a meeting
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without a permit under Article 510 or 511 of the Criminal
Code, insisted that action would be taken "not just because
Buyung was present but because procedural rules had been
violated". [Jawa Pos, 24.1V.1993]

Speaking at another meeting at the Muhammadiyah
University in Yogyakarta, Buyung Nasution condemned the
state of political freedoms in Indonesia. Press freedom had
suffered a setback in 1982 with the regulation giving the
executive powers to withdraw publishing permits (SIUPP)
from newspapers and periodicals. By contrast with condi-
tions in the 1950s, political parties today were purely
"ornamental" and parliament (DPR) had taken no indepen-
dent initiatives. [Suara Merdeka, 22.1V.1993]

Land-for-the-people calendar trial

Two men are to go on trial for selling copies of a 1991
calendar which caricatured Suharto, his wife and many
leaders of ‘the regime as exploiters of the people. The
poster—size calendar was endorsed by nine non-govern—
mental organisations and sold like hot cakes on several
campuses in Central Java and around the country.

Bun Tomi (28) and Matheus (28), who were both
connected with the Geni agency which distributed the
calendar, were arrested in March 1991 and warned that they
would be charged. Although they have long since been
freed, the Salatiga police chief has now announced that the
case documents have been passed on to the public prosecu-
tor to prepare the charges.

Human rights lawyers who will defend the accused say
there are no grounds to charge people connected with the
agency which handled distribution and sales. If anyone has
to be charged, it should be the publishers of the calendar.
It is a mystery why the case has suddenly become an issue
again, more than two years after the authorities banned the
calendar.

If the trial does go ahead, the defendants are likely to be
charged under the Criminal Code, Articles 137, 156 and
157 for insulting the government. [Jawa Pos, 28.1V.1993.
See alsoTAPOL Bulletin No. 104 and 105, April and June
1991.]

The caricaturist who created the calendar artwork, Yayak,
was hunted down by the police at the time but escaped and
is now living in Germany. He plans to hold an exhibition
of his work shortly. Some of his caricatures have been
made available to TAPOL and have been used in our latest
issues.

Book-banning goes on

The latest crop of book bans announced by the Attorney-
General concentrates mainly on Islamic religious tracts
which the authorities consider to be "misleading” and liable
to "incite public unrest”. Two are books published in
Malaysia and written by Ashaari Muhammad who is
described as a "fundamentalist Muslim". One of the books
is said to be "against the Koran" and could cause people "to
waver in their religious conviction". Another two Muslim
tracts to get the chop are published in Surabaya.

The fifth ban falls on a collection of leaflets entitled, "The
Working Programme of Christianisation in Indonesia” and
the March/April 1992 issue of El Shaddai published by the
Yayasan Penyebar Kasih [Foundation for the Spread of
Love]. [Jakarta Post, 16.1V.1993]

Press licencing system won't change

The Indonesian press has been warned that the government
will not relinquish its powers to ban newspapers thrqugh
the cancellation of a publisher's STUPP (licence to publish).

Harmoko, who retained his post as Minister of Informa-
tion in Suharto's new cabinet, told a seminar held on
International Press Freedom Day (!): "If the media is_ uscfl
for improper goals or to abuse the essence of the nation, it
will have to answer to the government." Defending the
government's powers to revoke licences, he denied that this
was a threat to press freedom.

Harmoko, a shameless defender of press bans who has
already served two five—year terms as information minister,
was one of the few ministers to keep his job in Suharto's
sixth cabinet. He told the seminar: "If (a member of the
media) does not want to abide by the regulations, it should
not do business here. Go abroad.”

Ahmad Fuad Afdhal, the corporate secretary of Bimantara
Citra which publishes the monthly, Swa, said the licencing
system is a serious threat to the existence of periodicals.
Responding to a suggestion that publishers should to insure
their licences, he asked, "which insurance company is
willing to take such an unpredictable risk?" [Jakarta Post,
4.V.1993]

Democracy camp attacked

On 11 January 1993, 250 people from several cities set up
a camp with tents, outside the leadership meeting of the
Indonesian Democracy Party (PDI) at Kopo on the outskirts
of Bogor, calling on the meeting to stand by an earlier party
commitment to nominate an alternative candidate to General
Suharto at the forthcoming presidential election in March.
The Camp was organised by the People's Democracy
Alliance, Aldera.

The PDI leaders had gone back on their words and were
accused by many groups of having deliberately deceived
people into thinking they were seriously considering putting
forward another candidate. The Democracy Camp was the
culmination of a campaign lasting several months which
had sought to challenge the practice of always having a
single candidate and to insist that Suharto's presidency had
lasted for far too long. The campaign had been widely
reported in the foreign press; an issue of the Singapore—
based Straits Times was banned from circulation in
Indonesia because it published a photograph and report of
a demonstration in November last year.

As people at the Camp which was located about a
hundred metres from the meeting place prepared for action,
party officials called in the riot police. As several hundred
campers began to march forward peacefully, carrying
banners calling on the PDI not to nominate Suharto and
hoping to present a petition to the meeting, the riot police
set on them with their truncheons, beating many of the
marchers. At least two people were seriously injured. The
riot police also tore into the camp and destroyed all the
tents. [Swara Rakyat, 1.11.1993] Y
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Forced repatriation of Aceanese from Malaysia

Since the beginning of this year, many Acehnese have been secretly refouled from Malaysia, where they
had fled to take refuge from Indonesian repression in their homeland. Malaysia was evidently no
refuge. Aceh will be far worse, according to a report received by TAPOL.

Since January, new waves of arrests have hit Acehnese
refugees in Malaysia. The refugees have been kept incom-
municado before being handed over to the Indonesian
regime and refouled to Aceh, Sumatra, illegally and
secretly. Given the nature of these operations, there is no
guarantee of the safety of the Acehnese on their return.
Moreover, they may face torture and summary executions.
What follows is based on accounts of what happened to
those arrested, given by the few who were luckly enough to
escape.

11 'workers'

February 18 1993, 1am: Malaysian police came to arrest 11
Acehnese refugees at their dwelling near Port Klang. The
Acehnese did not resist arrest, but Martunis bin Yunus lost
the sight in his left eye when assaulted by a policeman,
Abdul Fatah bin Muis. Another officer stole 100 Malaysian
Ringgit from Sulaiman bin Suman.

The other 9 arrested: Zarkasji bin Husen, Darmansjah
bin Yunus, Jusuf bin Ishak, Dasfur bin ..., Muhamad
Diah bin Badai, Musriadi bin Sulaiman, Muhamad
Mahdi, Usman bin Iljas, Fadil bin Saiful. All 11 have
identity cards from the Aceh/Sumatra National Liberation
Front, showing them to be political refugees. In the past,
these cards have protected their holders from arrest, in
keeping with an understanding between the Malaysian
authorities and the UNHCR. Yet these 11 were arrested on
the pretext of 'having no identification papers', and thus
being illegal migrant workers (economic refugees). The 11
have been earning their living as labourers in the Port
Klang area.

During their subsequent interrogation, the Malaysian
authorities asked them the same political questions as the
Indonesian embassy staff, indicating full collaboration
between the two parties. Addressing the Muslim detainees
in the most insulting terms - 'rebel pigs and. dogs' -
Malaysian officials questioned them about the activities of
the Aceh Liberation Movement both in Malaysia and in
Aceh.

16 March 1993: all 11 were refouled by sea and handed
over to the Indonesian navy on the high seas in the middle
of the Malacca Straits. Two of the refugees manage to jump
overboard and escape, and were later picked up by a
passing fishing boat. The fate of the remaining 9 is not
known. As has happened in the past, they may undergo
barbaric torture during interrogation, and be made to

'disappear’.

Three activists

April 7 1993: three Acchnese refugees, Muhamed bin
Pawang, Abdurrahman bin Ibrahim and Hamid bin
Harun, were identified by local authorities and arrested by
Malaysian police in the town of Jerteh, state of Trengganu.
They were charged as ‘illegal immigrants' (Indonesian
migrant workers). All 3 are on Indonesia's 'wanted' list for

having been activists of the Aceh Liberation Movement
(GAM). The Indonesian Ambassador to Malaysia took part
in their interrogation.

One of the three, Muhamed bin Pawang, has a history of
his own. A well-known activist in Aceh, he narrowly
escaped Indonesian troops who had come to his home to
arrest him two years ago. Instead, the Javanese soldiers took
revenge by killing his wife, brother, mother and father, and
burning their houses. Muhamed fled to Malaysia for refuge.
Last September, his was interviewed by a Swedish journal-
ist whose article The Dirty War in Sumatra' — carrying his
picture — has been much publicised. [See TAPOL's Occa-
sional Report no.20.) Since then, the Indonesian intelligence
service has been on the look out for him in Malaysia. On
April 7, they thought they had him.

But on April 19, the three activists were taken to a
detention centre where they were prepared for refoulement
on April 22. Knowing his hopeless fate at the hands of the
Indonesians, Muhamed leapt from the police car as it sped
through a forested area. He escaped, but his two colleagues'
lives remain in serious danger.

Two youths

April 20 1993: Alyub and Kamaruddin were working in
Bahau district, Seremban, in Malaysia's state of Negri
Sembilan. They were arrested and taken to Linggong
prison, Seremban. As of 11 May, they have not been heard
of.

These recent arrests and refoulements follow a pattern of
treatment which Acehnese refugees have been receiving
from Malaysia. Their status as political refugees means
nothing in a country which is not a signatory to the 1958
UN Convention on Refugees. Being labelled as illegal
migrant workers has become the norm. By this method,
Malaysia has tried to evade its obligation in international
law not to return people forcibly to a country where they
have reasonable grounds to fear for their safety. Moreover,
Malaysia has again been unashamedly working hand-in-
glove with the very regime the returnees have good reason
to fear.

Government to be sued I

The Indonesian Environmental Forum Walhi will sue the
Ministry of Industry and two giant fertilizer companies —
one of them state~owned - if the government does not
investigate reported gas leaks in Lhokseumawe, Aceh.
Walhi has sent two letters to the ministry urging it to take
action following four ammonia and nitrate leaks from
fertilizer factories between 1988 and 1991. Hundreds of
villagers suffered breathing problems, vomiting, headaches
and fainting. The government bureaucracy has been accused
of negligence and collusion with industry.
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Workers' actions

Despite the lack of free trade unions and despite the
immense difficulties they face, workers' actions have
become a daily event in industrial areas. The wave of
strikes in the last months of 1992 [see Tapol Bulletin no.
114, December 1992] has been surpassed by strikes in the
first quarter of 1993. Foreign investors have started threat~
ening to move to China or Vietnam. It is the Department of
Manpower who must develop strategies to end the strike
wave. Instead of developing a humane social strategy of
decent wages and labour conditions, the Manpower Depart~
ment has issued a decree allowing the bosses to dismiss
workers who "take leave without permission” for one or
two days.

This decree, known as Surat Menaker no B.62/M/BW-
/1993, has been sharply criticised by a number of
Indonesian NGOs who deal with workers issues. FSB
(Forum Solidaritas untuk Buruh, Workers Solidarity Forum)
a platform of eleven NGOs, called on Parliament to
question the manpower minister about the decree. The
decree, says FSB, has already been applied by the manage-
ment in three textile factories which have sacked striking
workers.

Strikes are spreading to all sectors of industry: textiles and
garments, shoe manufacturers, shipping, packaging industry,
bank employees, car assembling, rubber factory, cigarettes
(Rothman and Pall Mall, and Dunhill), electronics, house~
hold products and public transport workers. While most of
the strikes continue to be concentrated in the Jabotabek

LABOUR CONFLICTS

industrial belt around Jakarta, major strikes are now hitting
East Java. In the first four months of 1993 alone, 53 strikes
took place in East Java.

The role of the military

Calling strikes for better wages and labour conditions has
been a resounding success in many cases, encouraging
workers in other factories to step up pressure on the
management. It is no coincidence that there is now a heavy
presence of troops in industrial areas like Tangerang
harbour. When strikes break out, special units of military
are despatched to arrest the leaders and intimidate the
others into going back to work. It is a public secret that
local police and military officers receive handsome pay-
outs to 'protect’ factories from potential strikes.

It is said that cheap labour is the fuel which is stoking
Indonesia's export drive and the army is the lubricator. The
army is in fact the main obstacle to the exercise of workers'
rights. The mafia-like extortionist methods the military use
are costing the company bosses millions of rupiahs, which
they reimburse by keeping down the workers' wages.

Workers have formulated their main demands: decent
wages, freedom to organise and no interference by the
military. The demands reflect the main problems faced by
workers in Indonesia today.

'Asian concept' of human rights under attack

As the UN World Conference on Human Rights looms, the issue has become a big issue in Indonesia.
Asian governments say they favour a 'different standard of rights' more attuned to the 'culturally
distinct' people of Asia. But Asian NGOs at a UN regional human rights meeting did not agree.

The UN World Conference on Human Rights to be held in
Vienna from 14 - 25 June, 1993 has forced the issue onto
the political agenda in many countries, not least in countries
like Indonesia which find themselves at the sharp edge of
world condemnation for human rights violations.

In March this year, the Asian and Pacific governments
convened their regional preparatory meeting for Vienna.
Much to everyone's surprise 110 NGOs turned up to press
issues on the governments and to have their own alternative
conference. Confounding the efforts of Asian governments
like China, Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia which have
been promoting an 'Asian concept' of human rights in which
political and civil rights take second place to 'economic
development', this diverse group of activists, most of whom
had never met before, "hammered out a consensus declar~
ation that refuted or contested every major premise of the
'Asian concept' of human rights. They effectively exposed
the governments' line for what it is: a pretext of largely
authoritarian governments to justify their unchecked power
in the name of meeting economic and social needs.”
[Sidney Jones, director of Asia Watch, International Herald
Tribune, 21.1V.1993]

Only two NGOs from Indonesia were present, both of
them women's groups, who contributed to the pressure on

governments to include the rights of women and the rights
of the child in their final statement. After being subjected
to intimidation and harassment from Indonesian officials,
the women decided to return home early. A representative
of the Front Demokrasi Indonesia based in western Europe
was also present.

Several East Timor activists were there, including José
Ramos-Horta of the CNRM, who succeeded in making East
Timor, along with Burma, one of the major topics taken up
by the NGOs. The English-language Thai press gave Horta
and East Timor a great deal of coverage.

The issue of East Timor got even more attention in the
Thai press because of the decision of the official meeting to
exclude the Japan-based International Federation for East
Timor from attending, even though it has consultative status
with the UN Public Information Department at the UN
Secretariat in New York. IFET participation had the
backing of the UN Human Rights Centre in Geneva and the
Japanese government but in face of a threat by the
Indonesian delegation to boycott the meeting if IFET was
given accreditation, the organisation was kept out.

No to 'individualistic' rights
Indonesia's S. Wiryono, head of the Department for Politi-

TAPOL Bulletin No. 117, June 1993 23






