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East Timor in a state of terror

While President Suharto in Jakarta and Foreign Minister Ali Alatas around the world have been
engaged in damage limitation to convince governments that the Santa Cruz massacre was a
regrettable incident’, the situation in East Timor has deteriorated. A reign of terror has eclipsed the
occupied island. In particular the role of the hawkish Brig.General Theo Syafei, the new commander
in Dili, shows how 'law and order’' is now being implemented in East Timor.

Brig.General Theo Syafei has made it a matter of prestige
and a personal crusade to maintain 'law and order' in East
Timor. Ever since becoming KOLAKOPS (the special
operational command) commander, he has repeatedly made
it clear that he will not pursue the soft approach of his
predecessor. General Theo, an old Timor hand, has put the
clock back to the late seventies and early eighties, when
military rule was virtually absolute. The 'opening up' of the
last three years is now on the way out; every measure taken
by General Theo reinforces this.

The new 'old' approach
Brig.Gen. Theo Syafei was among the invasion troops in
December 1975 and has spent nine years on active duty in
East Timor. This includes the bloodiest period from 1975
to 1980.

From the moment he was appointed commander in
January, General Theo Syafei has made it clear that he is in
charge. The press has published one warlike statement after

another from the new commander, who makes no secret of'

his belligerent approach. Here are some examples:

On the Santa Cruz killings:

...... Thus, as I have said, if somethmg similar to the 12
November event were to happen under my leadership, the
number of victims would probably be higher. |Editor, 14
March 1992]

On running East Timor:
Excerpts from an interview in Kompas, 17 March 1992:

Q.: You have served in East Timor for nine years. What are
the issues in Timorese society? Why do incidents occur so
often?

TS: The crux of the matter is that in many cases we have
not been decisive enough and have lacked consistency.
Besides there are still factors which make East Timor
unstable. We need to be more consistent.

Q: It seems that every time a foreign official pays a visit,
demonstrations occur. Can you explain that?

TS: We have. to remember: East Timor belongs to us. Why
do we have to receive all those foreign officials? Someone
who has donated a 4km water—-pipe is received with more
honours than our own Inspector-General. Their kind of aid
is not comparable to the efforts poured in by our Republic.

Q: Why then do demonstrations still occur?
TS: It's like this. We thought that by showing love to the
people, it would work both ways, but it didn't turn out like

East Timor

Timorese on trial in Jakarta p- 4
Timorese on trial in Dili p- 6
UN Commission on Timor p. 8
East Timor round-up p- 9
'Secret documents' verdicts p. 12
Lusitania Peace Mission p- 18
Protests against trials p. 23
Message from Xanana Gusmao p. 24
Human rights

The Kooijmans Report p- 14
Human rights round-up p- 15
Aceh

Extra—judicial killings p. 11
Asia Watch report p. 13
ABRI's arms purchases p- 16
West Papua

Fighting in Merauke p. 19
Letter from Bernard Mawen P 20
Moi people against loggers p. 21
Famine and resettlement p. 22








































































