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The Kkilling fields of East Timor

At least 180 people were killed and many more wounded in Indonesia's latest atrocity in East Timor.
Several foreign witnesses have testified, giving the atrocity worldwide media coverage. More killings
are being reported almost daily. Pleas from East Timorese to the UN for a monitoring team to go to

East Timor have so far failed to elicit any response.

The massacre occurred early on Tuesday, 12 November
1991, when troops opened fire on a peaceful, emotion-
charged procession from Motael Church to the Santa Cruz
cemetery, Dili, to place flowers on the grave of a young
Timorese, Sebastiao Rangel Gomes, who had been shot
dead by troops at the church two weeks earlier.

Troops opened fire without provocation, killing dozens of
people in the first few minutes of heavy gunfire, then shot
or stabbed to“death many wounded, strewn across the
graveyard. One of the many eyewitness accounts that have
been published worldwide 'is reproduced- on page ....

The Santa Cruz massacre is only the latest in a long tragic -

history of death and atrocity that has engulfed the people of
East Timor since their country was invaded and illegally
occupied by Indonesia in 1975. During the first years of
war, some 200,000 people were killed or died from war-
related disease and starvation. Numerous massacres have
occurred since then in remote parts of the country. This is
the first large—scale atrocity in Dili itself since the horrors
that befell the town in December 1975 when invading
Indonesian troops rampaged, murdering hundreds of people.

The presence of many foreigners, some of whom had
gone to East Timor to be there during the Portuguese
parliamentary visit, has helped draw ‘world attention to the
East Timor tragedy for the first time. A Yorkshire television
film of the massacre, shot by a British cameraman, has been
shown in many countries.

Foreigners who have published eyewitnéss accounts are
Allan Naimn, freelance journalist who writes for The New
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Yorker, who was badly injured himself, Amy Goodman,
news editor of New York public radio station WBAI who
was also injured, Father Stephani Renato, anitalian-born
priest living in Japan, Bob Munz, of Australia's Community
Aid Abroad, Russel Anderson, an Australian freelance

. journalist and Stephen Cox, a British photographer who

works for a Portuguese journal, O Independente. We
reproduce elsewhere in this issue the report of another
eyewitness.

The number of dead is now thought to be 200 or more.
Within a few days, Bishop Belo said he believed 180 had
died. Many dozens of severely—-wounded people were taken
to the Dili General Hospital. Of these an unknown number
died. Relatives have not been allowed to visit the injured or
collect the bodies of the dead. All the victims have been
buried in mass graves, prepared some time ago by the army
in Taci-tolu and Areia Branca. The army refused per— D
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