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ANALYSIS

Canadian policy on Eas” Timor: Al ta k?

In the early 1980s Canada voted against UN
General Assembly resolutions on East Timor.
But in recent years it has slowly become
more proactive, and in 1997 Canada
became more outspoken than ever on the
issue. SHARON SCHARFE, Secretary of
Parliamentarians for East Timor, reports.

Canada’s contributions to East Timor’s cause

in 1997 included:

® announcing an all-party parliamentary
delegation to visit Indonesia and East Timor
to examine the human rights situation first-
hand (re-scheduled for 1998 because of the
1997 federal election)

* together with the European Union in April,
tabling a successful resolution on East Timor
at the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights (UNCHR)

¢ foreign minister Axworthy visiting Jakarta
in July to tell Indonesia’s President Suharto
and foreign minister Alatas of Canada’s
concern about human rights violations in
East Timor and its desire to see a resolution

involving all parties

* contributing Can$30,000 towards the UN-
sponsored All Inclusive Intra-East Timorese
Dialogue (AIETD), in October

¢ Axworthy meeting UN secretary-general,
Kofi Annan, for a briefing on UN progress
on East Timor, in October

¢ (Canada’s ambassador to the UN making a
strong opening statement in November at
the UN General Assembly’s Third
Committee on escalating human rights
violations in East Timor, in which he referred
to Canada’s desire for ‘a just, lasting and
internationally-acceptable solution’ for all
parties involved

¢ continuing to be the third largest aid donor
to East Timor, supporting many small-scale
projects run by the Timorese.

These initiatives, however, contrast with the

continued sale of military goods from Canada to

Indonesia (shown in the table) while it engages

in genocidal actions against the peoples of East

Timor. Although there have been no military

export permits issued to Canadian companies

since the Dili Massacre in 1991, and will not be
for as long as Indonesia remains in East Timor,
it is still incongruent for Canada to express
concern over human rights violations while
continuing to supply the perpetrators with
military goods. Currently Canadian military
goods sold to Indonesia are primarily to replace
parts on equipment that was sold in the past,
with the Indonesian navy being the primary
purchaser of such goods. Their value in total
bilateral trade is minimal.

Canada’s foreign minister should make it his
policy to disallow further exports of military
goods to Indonesia so long as Indonesia remains
illegally in East Timor, in violation of two UN
Security Council resolutions and eight General
Assembly resolutions. Halting all future exports
of military goods to Indonesia would allow
Canada to advocate similar action and gain
support from its allies. Only through a concerted
international effort, in conjunction and
cooperation with the UN, will the peoples of
East Timor finally realise their inherent right to
self-determination. ll

CANADI/ | MILITARY EXPORTS TO INDONESIA

(Summary compiled from information obtained from Information Requests filed with the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. Figures in Can$)

YEAR VALUE OF PERMITS PERMIT TYPES* TOTAL VALUE OF SALES
1988 *k 3 Permits:
7005, 7011 *k
2 Permits:
1989 *% 7010, 2010 *ok
3 Permits:
1990 *x 2011, 2015 *k
1991 $3,780,082 6 Permits: $580,963 -
2011, 2010, 2010
2011, 2011
1992 Nil 0 Permits Nil
1993 $10,000,000 1 Permit: $0,00
2009
1994 $5,506,926 3 Permits: $1,244,042
2010, 2010, 2010
1995 $362,380,101 6 Permits: $0,00
2010, 2010, 2014
2009, 2010, 2005
1996 $32,285,205.86 5 Permits: $1,638,426.00
2010, 2010, 2006
2014, 2010
Jan-June 1997  $3,250,000.00 4 Permits: (Notyet known)
2010, 2010, 2011
2010

* For definition of Permit Numbers, see right.

** Note: An Access to Information request was filed with DFAIT on 28 April 1995, regarding
Canadian military export permits for goods destined to Indonesia for the period 1975-95. The
department responded that data retrieval on the issuance of export permits was computerised
in October 1988; collection of information on actual export sales of military goods was system-
atised in 1990. Earlier records are less reliable. The 20 permits of which records are available
together total Can$22,256,369. In general, the value of actual sales normally represents only a
fraction of the value of permits issued; the ratio is often as low as 10 per cent.

MILITARY PERMIT NUMBER - DEFINITION

Military Category Description

Export

Permit

Number

7005 Fire control, and related alerting and
warning equipment, and related systems
specially designed for military use, and
specially designed components.

7010 Aircraft and helicopters, unmanned.

7011 Electronic equipment specially designed

for military use, and specially designed
components.

NOTE: New categorisation system begins in 1989.
2005

Fire control radars, range finding
sensors, ballistic computers and related
alerting and warning equipment specially
designed for military use, and parts and

components.

2006 Vehicles and related equipment specially
designed or modified for military use,

and specially designed components.

2009 Military vessels and specially designed
parts and components such as engines,

navigation systems and sonar equipment.

2010 Military aircraft and helicopters,
including transport aircraft, aero-
engines, parachutes and related parts

and components.

2011 Electronic equipment for military use
such as communications equipment and

radar systems.

2014 Specialised equipment for military
training or for simulating military
scenarios, such as computerised trainers,
aircraft and vehicle simulators,

components and accessories.

2015 Imaging or imaging countermeasure
equipment, including photographic,
thermal imaging equipment and

specially designed components.
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