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Gap, East Timor "might have the potential to be like Brunei
or one of the Persian Gulf states, very small, yet indepen-
dent and economically viable".

But she wamed of the environmental hazards of oil
drilling in the Timor Sea. Oil spills could have massive
environmental impacts on marine and coastal ecosystems in
northern Australia, East Timor and Indonesia, she said.

TAPOL: Portugal must act

TAPOL wrote to President Mario Soares of Portugal on 17
June calling on Portugal to make good its pledge last
December "to use all legitimate means within reach to
safeguard the rights of the East Timorese people”.

It is a matter of regret for us that, as far as we know,
your Government has not yet done anything to put these

words into action. Now that the Treaty has been ratified,

we feel strongly that it is incumbent upon Portugal to
proceed without delay and ask the International Court of
Justice to deliver an opinion on the legality of the Treaty....
(T)here is no possibility for the people of East Timor to
bring the matter before an international tribunal themselves
as they lack legal standing to do so. Portugal is the only

country in a position to act on behalf of the East Timorese. -

We feel that you should do so to preserve your own rights
and fulfil your duties towards East Timor.

Oil companies worried

The managing director of Australia's leading petroleum
company, Broken Hill Proprietaries (BHP) has expressed
reservations about the legality of the Treaty. Brian Luton
said that complicated legal wrangles could delay oil
exploration in the zone of cooperation. He said no money

would be spent in the area until companies could be

guaranteed title. 'We are talking about very big issues here.
Territorial disputes are common in other parts of the world
and typically, they are very, very complicated.... if anyone
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- feels aggrieved by whatever the rules and regulations are,
they will use all legal resources available to them to protect
their interests.' [The Age, 21 June 1990]

His fears would appear to relate primarily to the failure of
Indonesia and Australia to resolve their dispute over the sea
boundary between East Timor and Australia (the Timor Gap
Treaty side~stepped that dispute) but companies can also be
expected to be wary of sinking huge sums of money while
the prospect of a challenge in the World Court remains. 2K
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