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EASTTIMOR

Murdani speaks his mind

Two weeks after East Timorese students stunned the
authorities in Dili by staging a demonstration and
forcing the US ambassador to enter into a dialogue,
Minister for Defence and Security General Benny
Murdani addressed a meeting of all the senior military
and non-military personnel in East Timor. He spoke
to an audience of four hundred officials on 3 Febru-
ary, including all departmental chiefs, district heads,
army officers, members of the 'provincial’ and local
assemblies, as well'as religious and informal leaders.
A tape of -Murdani’s speech has been smuggled
abroad. An English translation of the full text is
shortly to be published by Indonesia Publications.
General Murdani, whose military career is more
closely tied to the violent subjugation of East Timor
than anyone else in the Indonesian army, was clearly
intent on re-imposing his control of the situation,
using a combination of his strike-force and intel-
ligence experience. At the ocutset of his speech which

was at least ninety minutes long, he reminded his
audience that "because of the nature of my work, I
know which of you were good UDT and which were
bad UDT. I also know which of you were Fretilin who
subsequently became good and which were formerly
not good. And I also know which of you were genuine
Apodeti members and which only pxetended to be
Apodeti members."

He argued vehemently without explennmg why,that
the islands of the entire archipelago, stretching 5,000
kms from east to west and 1,600 kms from north to
south, have no option but to be part of the Indone-
sian state. Pouring scorn on people who fancy them-
selves as East Timorese patriots, he said: "There is no
such thing as a Timorese patriot, there is only an
Indonesian patriot. There is no such thing as an East
Timorese nation, there is only an Indonesian nation."
His message to the Timorese was that they must con-
centrate on ’nation-building’, claiming that Indones-
ia’s history as a nation goes back 1,100 (sic) years,

"In the past, there were some small states that
wanted to stand on their own and without hesitation,
the Indonesian government took steps to stop that. All
the forces at our disposal were used to prevent the
creation of small states." He went on:

If you try to make your own state and the movement
is strong, sufficiently strong, it will be ‘cz'ushed by
ABRI. (the armed forces). There have been bigger

‘rebellions... than the small number calling themselves

Fretilin or whoever their sympathisers are here. We
will crush them all! I repeat, we will crush them all!

He acknowledged that East Timor occupies & special
position as the centre of attention in some countries
and at the UN; if an Indonesian official or foreign
dignitary goes to East Timor, it "will certainly become
quite a big problem™. He then turned his venom on

recent demonstrations, m Taci Tolu, at the time of the
Papal Mass last October, and in Dili, when the US
ambassador John Monjo was there on 17 January.
Speaking about the Monjo visit, he treated the
demonstrators as a gang of youngsters frustrated by
the lack of jobs who "were not ashamed to go yelling,
in front of an ambassador, asking for work.... Aren’t
the parents of the youngsters who demonstrated and
who pretend not to know that their children took part
in the demonstration ashamed” Covermg your faces so
as not to see it?”

Murdam s recurring theme at this pomt was that
true Indonesian patriots should be ashamed to admit
to foreigners that social problems exist and to turn to
them for help.

Clearly implying that the audxence he. was address-
ing .included many whose children were among the
demanstrators, Murdani said they should be ashamed
to be on the government’s payroll while also criticig=
ing the government. All Indonesians, without excep-
tion, he claimed, would have nothing but pity for
those who think that by "moaning in front of foreig-
ners, they can get what they want'.

He spoke contemptuously of. East Timor’s history,
cl’aimiyng that "far more people have died" in other

"civil wars" in Indonesia than died in East Timor, He
reminded his audience that there were only two
political parties and Golkar in East Timor. "It is no
longer possible to channel your aspirations through
Fretilin, or Apodeti, or UDT. They don’t exist any
more, There is no such thing as UDT, no such thing
as Apodeti, no such thing as Fretilin." = .

It may be that the tape smuggled abroad does not

include the whole speech From clandestine sources

inside East Timor it is understood that Murdani also
announced that a mlhtary unit called merpati putih’
[white dove] had started operating in . Bast Timor, *
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EAST TIMOR

resources such as coercive powers but does not
’‘possess’ the people. [p. 8]

The newcomers :

One of the most sensitive sections of the report looks
at the impact of ’newcomers’ [pendatang], the
outsiders or Indonesians. East Timor has been inun-
dated with settler families moving in from all parts of
Indonesia since .the decision to 'open up' the ter-
ritory. (These are not part of a government-funded
transmigration programme.) "Local government
officials are very alarmed at this situation which,
besides creating new social problems, can also be the
seed for retarding political stability.” [p. 104] There
is growing antipathy towards Buginese and Makasar—
ese settlers who are seen as new exploiters in the
way of economic activities by local people. There is
also deep resentment towards the influx of prostitutes
from Java. The Team reports that some people take
out their resentment by acts of violence against these
women, _ ‘

East Timorese have coined a new term for the
‘foreigners’ (a word which the team uses, in quotes).
They are called the “Battalion 702" who go to work
at 7 am, do nothing of benefit for anyone (but
themselves) and go home at 2 pm.

The Timorese are suspicious of Indonesian
journalists; they regard foreign journalists as more
objective and less likely to trot out the official
'version’. Distrust of 'newcomers’ has turned children

THE INDONESIAN OCCUPATION
OF EAST TIMOR

1974-1989
A CHRONOLOGY

John Taylor — Foreword by Peter Carey

The Indonesian invasion of East Timor in December 1975 and East Timor's
subsequent ‘incorporation’ into the indonesian Republic constitutes one of the
gravest violalions of international law.in post-war hislory. The destruciion:
wrought in East Timor can be compared 1o that in Afghanistan, Tibet and Pol
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against the schools; teachers complaip.of' bad be-
haviour, lack of interest, children running in and.out.
of classrooms while lessons are in progress, wide-
spread truancy and physical assaults on teacherg
One group of junior and senior high school pupils in

Gleno told the Teant .

wWhy should we go to school if, after firiishing,‘ we
can’t get jobs for which we were trained. All offices
are now closed to us. An official {newcomer) who
becomes head of & department bring in his friends or
at least, people from the same region. {p. 107]

A section which discusses the credib_’ility of local
officialg points out that in the early 1980s there was
profound criticism, with people constantly comparing
conditions under Indonesia with those under Portugal.
The level of service had deteriorated and there was
widespread corruption. Now, too, people resernt having
to do community (ie. unpaid) work (gotong-royong)
for projects when they know that funds for the work
have been embezzled,

The East Timorese don’t believe official pronounce-
ments that the Portuguese colonial era was a time of
’darkness’ whereas the Indonesian era is one of
light’, [p.114]. '

Plans by the Interior Ministry to make a film com-
paring East Timor under Portugal with the situation
under Indonesia have run into local opposition. There
are several reasons for this, writes the Team, but it
primarily reflects a rejection of the symbols of
Indonesian development which proclaim physical
advances while doing nothing to correcét the underly-
ing mistakes.

The ineffectiveness of local government and the role
The sudden withdrawal of the Portuguese administra-
tive apparatus and its replacement by a new ad-
ministration dedicated to physical advancement has
created a dichotomy between "native and newcomer”,
reinforced by the fact that more education has not
led to greater job opportunities. '

Even those Timorese who work in the administration
feel deeply disappointed. In Portuguese times, local
administrators played a key role bul today things are
very different because the external factor is so over-
powering. This is expressed particularly in what the
Team calls an "oyerdose of military presence’ not only
in the physical sense of army personnel but in their
dominating role. The Team records that in their 1981
report they drew attention to the feeling that the
local government was & mere appanage of central
government. Today, nothing has changed. Most
serious of all is the feeling that East Timor is being
'milked’ by powerful economic interests from Java. [p.
116] '

Faced with this "overdose of ABRI", pcople have
little respect for the army; even among the Timorese
elite there is a feeling of "hatred' because they (the
army) are seen as the source of the econonic stale-
mate in East Timor. [p. 118] - .
~.The researchers make a strong plea. for the ABRI
presence to be reduced, quantitatively as well as
gualitatively. The allocation of central government
funds is-the. cause of disrespect for the government
because these moneys do not reach their deslination.

A clear Indication of this is the strong shift away
from military "rebellion’ towards civil dissatisfaction
and a negative atlilude-among school-pupils and
young people working in the bureaucracy. [p. 118]
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EAST TIMOR

Rush to ratify Timor Gap Treaty

The Australian Government i§ in a. great hurry to
ratify the Timor Gap Treaty. This Treaty shares out
the oil and gas reserves-in the seabed off the coast
of East Timor and is clearly illegal as it is based on
Indonesia’s unlawful claim to have integrated the
territory. [For an analysis of the Treaty, see TAPOL
Bulletin, No 97, February 1990.]

The newly-elected Australian parliament assembled
for the first time on 8 May and discussion of ratifica-
tion began the very next day. The Australian Labour
Party -which still has'.a majority, albeit less than
before; has the full backing of the main opposition
Liberal Party. It is doubtful whether any ALP MPs
will vote against the Treaty, for fear of losing their
party’s endorsement, even though several dozen have
in the past committed themselves to supporting East
Timor's right to self-determination by signing up as
members of Parliamentarians for East Timor. The only
party likely to oppose the Treaty is the Australian
Democrats, with eight members in the Senate,

Internationel law experts condemn the Trealy

Dr Vaughan Lowe:of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge
University, an expert in international law, and two
other jurists, Susan Marks and Robert McCorquodale,
have prepared an opinion on the legality of the
Treaty, at the request of Lord Avebury of Parliamen-

TAPOL Qccasional Reporte Series

Nos 1l Exchange of Messages with Fretilin commander
Xanana Gusmao with Lord Avebury, .chalr
Parfiamentary Human Righte Group and Carmel
Budiardjo, TAPOL Organising ‘Secretary.

No.2 Joint Statement by Union of Democratic Txmoreser
and Fretilin, March 1986.

Na.3 . Reactions from  Indonesia to Transmigration
Campaign, Indonesian press clippings reacting to
the campaign- by Survival International and

TAPOL
No.4 Statement o East Timor Lo the UN Committee of
24, August 1986,
No.§ The 1987 Indanesian Election in Bast Timor. '~
An snalysis written by TAPOL.
No.6 TAPOL Statement on East Txmor bo the UN
N Lommxttee of 24, August 1987 ‘
: :No.‘:’ . JuIy 1987 Statement on the Joint Decxston of the
) Chairmen of the Supreme Court and: thst.er o[
Justice

by II\ADN the Indonesmn Lawyers Association,

No.é V«orld Bank mamuuns support for Transmxgrahoq
Survival International and TAPOL wri Le l.o World

‘Bank, 22 January 1988

No.9 TAPOL StaLPment ‘on  East Tm;ov to Lhe UN
Commxttee of 24, August 1988 ; J

No.10 . “Open Letter to the World Bank on the Kedung
Ombo dam ; :

Noit  TAPOL Statement on East Timor o the UN

Decolonisation -Committee, August 1989

Copies from TAPOL. 50 pem:e a copj{ (QO pence inbluding
postage__).

tarians for East Timor.

They describe it as an attempt by Indonesm to reap
the fruits of its invasion of East Timor "in flagrant
violation .of international law", The Treaty is invalid
because Indonesia lacks legal title to the area con-
taining the resources. "it is a fundamental principle
of international law:that an unlawful use of force
cannot. confer title to territory." This principle was
reaffirmed in a major UN General Assembly resolution,

‘the Declaration on Principles of International Law

Concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among
States, adopted in 1870 with the consent of all UN
members, including Australia.

The Australian statement that "there is no binding
obligation not to recognise the acquisition of territory
acquired by force" is incompatible with this authori~
tative statement of International law.

The jurists also argue that the Treaty is incompa-
tible with the right to self-determination; this right
has been violated not only by Indonesia but also by
Australia, The Treaty "would arguably place (Austra-
lia) in breach of the duty not to impede the realisa—
tion of self~determination, which is a corollary of the
right to self-determination itself",

The Treaty also conflicts with one or possible
several peremptory ‘norms (a norm from which no
devogation is permitted). Prohibition on the use of
force is a peremptory norm. It is widely accepted that
the right to self-determination is also a peremptory
norm.

The jurists believe that Indonesia could properly be
regar ded as a be}hgerent occupant of East Timor, as
Israel is regarded as a belligérent occupant of the
West Bank. They fmally discuss the possible proce-
dures for challenging the validity of the Treaty,
through the International Court of Justxce in The
Hague, either by Portugal or based on a UN General
Assembly resolution asking the Couxt for an advisory
opinion.

Editor's Note: Readers wishing to have a copy of this
four-page document should w’rite to TAPOL.

Protests in Canberra and London

A quarter-page advertisement contammg an open
letter to Prime Minister Bob - Hawke appeared in a
number of Australian newspapers on 8 May. The létter

“has hundreds of signatories from Australia, mcludmg

well~-known novehst, Patrick White, film-maker Philip
Adams and TV personahty, Max Gillies, and a riumber

“of Bast Timorese refugees. Among the mgnatones from

overseas 4are many Japanese activists, ’I‘APOL, ‘the
Frankfurt-based S.E. Asian lastitute, IMBAS, and the
London-based Australian journalist, John Pilger.
The Indonesian hiuman rights act1v1st, H.J. C. Princen
is alsoa sxgnatory

The letter describes the ’I‘reaty as a division of
stolen property between Indonegia a.nd -Australia.
"Instead of proceedmg with ‘the conclusion of the
Treaty, we ask you to use your influence with the
Suharto regime to facilitate an orderly decolonisation
of East Timor under UN supervision so that the
exploitation of East Timor’s resources may.take place
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‘of Bakorstanas, the army’s security agency, and
- compliance with all the laws in i’orce. [Tempo, 17
‘FPebruary 19901 . ,

He added that people deemed fit to vote in one
election could be disenfranchised next time round. In
~abther words, the concession has nothing to do with
lifting the system of 'guidance and surveillance’ from
-the lives of these people.

According to Sugiman, people would have to show
that they had abandoned their communist ideology.
“Although they would no longer be réquired to report
regularly to the local military authorities, these
‘people would still have “to attend indoctrination
-sessions, to do compulsory ‘commuhity work® and to
‘apply for permission inorder to travel away from
their place of residence. { Kompas, 5 February 1990)]

Provincial-governors will set up screening teams to
‘check on all ’ex-tapols’ and submit lists of those
allowed to vote and those not allowéd to vote, to the
Interior Ministry in Jakarta. The final say on who may
or may not vote will be in the hands of a central
team, to be set up in September this year, consisting
-of ‘all the security and military intelligenoe -agencies,
‘along with the atforney-general's offxcc,, Lhe police
‘and the Interior Ministry,

All this automatically - excludes anyone- who was
sentenced for alleged 1965 involvement and who

REDDRIVE

received a sentence of more than five years (which
includes virtually every single convicted tapol}.

Welcome from Legal Aid Institute -

The new regulation about the right to vote means
that, on the pretext of restoring a civil right, the
authorities “have given themselves Jjustification to
initiate yet -another - bout of re-registration and
screening of Indonesia’s long-suffering victims of
institutionalised political persecution.

It is therefore surprising that Abdul Haklm G
Nusantara, director of the national foundation of legal
aid institutes (YLBHI), found it possible to welcome
the move as paving the wdy to more democratic and
open political conditions in the country. He saw it as
in some way related to the political changes in Eas-
tern Europe and said ‘that greater openness would
deprive groups in Indonesialike the former com-
munist party from being able to manipulate ideoclogy
and ignorance, He also expressed confidence “in:the
resilience of the Pancasila ideology to create democra~
tic and fair social conditions as the most solid foun-
dation to repel the threat of communism”. [Suara
Pembaruan, 7 February] #*

New 'bersih diri' regulation

The ‘government-has announced a new regulfitlon on
screening employées and applicants for jobs in the
vast state sector. The regulation has been promised
for “more than 4 .year, in response: to widespread
~disquiet at the effect of the. regulations in force
about ’bersih diri and ’bersih lingkungan'. The
former - ‘clean self” - means that the individual was
never a member orsympathiser of the many organisa-
tions banned when Suharto came’ to power in 1965.
The la.t.te ~ 'clean enviromnment' ~ means Lhuat the
person’s family (in-laws as well as blood relatives; to
‘the third geneleon) is ulean of pohtxcal undesn‘a-—
bles,

Since 1987, a numbcr of poople in high places 'in
Golkay or in regional government have been found to
be wanting in the bersih lingkungan test, The bicker-
ing has more to do with political ecat-fighting, but the
widely-reporied cases forced the security authorities
to look again at the regulation and now they have
come up with a new cone.

No relief for the 1.4 million

The persecution and ostracisation of Indonesia’s 1.4

million communist suspects will -not end though there
may now be less pressure on their offspring and
relatives, Whether this is true dcpends on 1mp]emen—~
tation and on the wvariations that f1eqnent,ly occur
from place to place.

The new regulation, Keppres [Presndentlal Decxsmn}
No 16, 1990, replaces the term 'screening' with .its
Indonesian equivalent,. penehtmn khusus's Although
the text of the regulation and its implementary code
are not yet available, a report in Tempo gives a fairly
full account of its contents.

It zeguldtes the screening. of all civil servants,
members of the armed forces, employees of state
companies, regional companies and state officials, so
as to identify their invclvement in the so-called
'G30S/PKI’, ie, in the banned organisations., The

Interior Mmlst.er, General Rudim, has stressed how-
ever that the screening process affects the whole of
society. It applies to every one of us", he said.

Examination of the political affiliatiorxs of ‘a person’s
family ‘will now apply only for those w1shmg to join
the armed forces,

Fach department ov enterpmse will have its own
special -screening - unit whose operations will be
regulated by the national stability agency of the
armed  forces, Bakorstanas. The armed forces com-
mander~in-chief, as' chairman of Bakorstanas, will
issue a code of scfeening but General Try Sutrisno
said time would still be needed to produce this code,
“However, as Tempo veports, if screening discovers
that a civil servant or government employee is found
to have been a member of or sympathetic to the PKI,
the head of ‘department will send the findings to
Bakorstanas to fix that person’s c¢lassification. [ Tem-

po, 12 May 1990}

In other words, millions of ‘péople already at work
in the huge state sector will continue to be subJected

: to scr eemng and possible dismissal.
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ECONOMICS

With Justice Minister Maj. General Ismael Saleh, one of
those responsible for the executions, Pronk also
raised the question of the heavy sentences for
Bandung students who had merely protested against
General Rudini’s visit to their campus and the Yogya
students who received seven and eight years for
selling books by Pramoedya Ananta Toer and holding
discussions. The ministers agreed to disagree. With
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, Pronk raised the execu-
tions and received the standard answer, that human
rights are determined by the social, political, economic
and cultural values of separate countries.. .

Throughout his wsxt, media attention was intense, in
Holland as well as in Indonesia. On economic matters
he praised Indonesia's handling of ‘aid funds, while
indicating that special aid would probably decline due
to Indonesia's improved economic performance. He was
favourably impressed by improvements in health and
education but criticised the debt service ratio of 40%
and said Indonesia should avoid getting deeper into
debt. Besides visiting development projects, he went
to the slums of North Jakarta where he refused to
talk to people selected by officials but mstead asked
a garbage worker about his wages.

Indonesian ministers appeared determined to make
the best out of Pronk’s visit. Foreign Minister Alatas
tried to assure everyone that it was not the intention
of the Dutch to link aid to human rights, still less
with the executions. None of the generals said anyth~
ing about foreigners 'meddling in our internal af-
fairs’. It was as if Suharto had instructed everyone
to adopt a softly-softly approach; this must have come
as a relief to the technocrats,

The Indonesian media, sensing perhaps that the
political climate is changing; wrote quite favourably
about Pronk. After his morning stroll in the slums,
Kompas commented on 11 April that Pronk represents
a new humanist trend in the industrial world. Frank-
ness, openness, concern about global affairs like
pollution, social justice, democracy and the inequality
of wealth in the world today seemed to be the hall-
mark, Editor, which a week earlier was reprimanded
by the Information Department for its coverage of
Pronk and the executions, carried an interview with
him on 14 April, in which he¢ stressed the universality
of human rights.

There were words of welcome even from Indonesia’s
rubber~stamp parliament (DPR). John Naro, DPR vice-
chairman, said the government should open itself to
criticism especially if it was "constructive"”. At the
beginning of his visit Pronk had struck hard at the
DPR. A DPR mission which visited the Dutch parliament
in February had heard harsh criticism from all the
political parties about the DPR’s inaction regarding
human rights, including the imminent threat of
executions. Pronk was clearly annoyed when it emerg-
ed that the delegatxon to Holland has not reported its
discussion with Dutch parliamentarians. He was
surprised to hear that MPs had said the executions
were a matter for jurists and expressed disbelief
when told that Indonesian MPs knew nothing about a
World Bank study on poverty in Indonesia. Tt was not
the custom, he was told, for Parliament to discuss
such reports.

No water-tight guarantees

Meetings with representatives of human rlghts
organisations proceeded as planned; the gr Oups gave
the Dutch minister petitions, conflontmg him with
clear examples of human rights abuses. The Institute
for the Defence of Human Rights (LPHAM) said that
the Indonesian people are not allowed to comment on

increasing violence by the government. IGGI aid
benefits the government of Indonesia as it allows the
authorities to collaborate closely with big business
and to violate human rights with impunity. LPHAM
director Princen called on Minister Pronk to link aid
with respect for human rights.

On 13 April Pronk went to the office of INFIGHT, the
Indonesian Front for the Defense of Human Rights,
where he was handed a 30-page document. The hard-
hitting document addresses the question of human
rights in' a general sense [see separate item]. During
the meeting which lasted for several hours, Pronk was
introduced to victims of repression who told him
about, their sufferings. Pronk promised to circulate
the petition and",ot,her' documents from these groups
to IGGI member states. ' '

EFarlier that day, at Tugu station in Yogya, Pronk
was met bya few hundred student demonstrators who
called for a halt to IGGI aid until real democratic
reforms have taken place. The sludents carried
banners in three languages, Dutch, English ‘and
Indonesian, saying: "We want human rights to be
respected”, "In Yogya, Bandung, Jakarta several
innocent students are in prison”. and "We want
democracy to be respected”. The demonstrators
handed over an Open Letter and had a Len-—mmute
discussion with the IGGI chair,

From the outset, Pronk’s priority was to prevent
the six executions. On 9 April, he said he was sure
that ‘the suspension of aid had helped postpone the
killings although he had not been :given a firm
guarantee by the government that the executions
were definitely off. A day later Pronk announced a
new international initiative to prevent the Indonesian
government from implementing the death sentences.
EC countries and other states would be involved. So
far no details are.available but Pronk gave -an as-
surance that the pressure on the Indonesian govern-
ment will be stepped up: Initially Pronk said he would
disclose more details about his diplomatic demarche
but disappointed many by failirig to do so.

IGGI and

occasional reports no.12

_{‘_ g Tha Indonesla Human Tilgints Campalgn
o V3 Noxbyason) faad, Iorolon popdly; Senpey I 010, UK

The latest in the TAPOL' Occasional Reports series
contains a detailed report of the visit of Minister
Jan Pronk to Indonesia in April 1990, with documents
presented to. him by Indonesian human rights NCOs.

‘Price: £0.80, including postage.
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IGGI AND HUMAN RIGHTS

I1GGI special aid props up the economy

On 12 and 13 June, the Inter-Governmental Group on Indonesia will meet in The Hague. This
year’s meeting will attract more attention than usual, not least because of the position of its
new chairman, Jan Pronk (see page 15). IGGI aid is paramount for the Indonesian government,
Cuts in IGGI aid could have dramatic consequences for the annual budget.

It is forecast that Indonesia will receive roughly the
same amount this year as in 1989 {$4.3 billion), but
the breakdown is expected to change radically. Since
1988 Indonesia, has received three types of aid: the
more conventional project aid (tied to approved
projects), programme aid {untied and available for use
over a five-year period) and:special aid.

Special aid and the lean years ;

Special aid was designed to extricate Indonesia from
the difficulties it had balancing the annual budget.
Special aid finances the budget deficit and covers the
rupiah costs of government projects. It is immediately
convertible into rupiahs at favcurable terms.

The years from 1985 to 1987 were particularly
difficult for Indonesia. The rate of the dollar declined
against the Japanese yen whereas a substantial part
of Indonesia’s debts must be repaid in yen. The price
of oil plummeted from $25 a barrel to around $10 in
mid-1986, playing havoc with Indonesia’s budget. The
debt service ratio {DSR, the ratio of debt repayments
to export earnings) rose to almost 40 per cent. The
IMF 1988 report showed that about 80 per cent of the
increase in Indonesia’s debt had been caused by
these developments. Widjoyo, Indonesia’s economic
supremo and Suharto’s favourite economic advisor,
went to Tokyo to find a solution to these problems.

The then IGGI chairman, Piet Bukman was very sym-~
pathetic, with the result that in 1988, Indonesia
received significantly more aid from IGGI and from
Japan. IGGI aid rose from $3.2 billion to $4.1 billion,
well in excess of the $3.6 billion proposed by the
World Bank, In addition, Japan supplied an extra $1.7
billion outside IGGI in the form of special aid. In 1989
Indonesia was still facing the same difficulties due to
the strengthening yen. IGGI raised that year's amount
to $4.3 billion. Hence during the Bukman chairmanship
from 1987-1989, IGGI aid almost doubled as compared
with 1986. It is likely that the Pronk years will
reverse this trend.

The recent crash in the Tokyo stock market, the

depreciation of the yen and Indonesia’s buoyant trade

figures tend to encourage the conclusion among
western donors that aid te Indonesia should be
curtailed, especially as they are eager to switch funds
over to Eastern Europe. In particular, special aid is
likely to be cut; major donors like .the World Bank
and Japan agree that by 1992; special aid will have
been phased out. ' ;

Changing export patterns . ,
Indonesia has been able to anticipate these develop-
ments, According to the 1989 World Bank report on
Indonesia, growing exports and improved revenues
from income tax mean that Indonesia will be able to
dispense with special aid, o

The 1990/1991 budget only mentions two types of

aid, programme aid and project aid., Special aid has
been incorporated into the former which is 160 per.
cent higher than the previous. year (2,885.3 billion
rupiahs or $1.58 billion). The target figure for project
aid in 1990/1991 is 80 per cent of the previous year
(8,404.2 billion rupiahs or $4.59 billion). Programme
aid, $ 1.58 billion, according to reliable sources,
consists entirely of special aid, But Indonesian tech-
nocrats have now come to the conclusion that this
tigure is unrealistically high and they only expect to
get $1.2 billion in special aid, $700 million from the
Japanese, and $500 million from the othér IGGI donors,
If this is correct, it will mean a cut of cne-third in
special aid as compared with last year. The shortfall
will be met by higher export earnings. o
The restructuring of the Indonesian economy has
brought major changes. The macro economic figures
have never Looked s0 .good, The.Asian Development
Bank recently estimated that Indonesia’s economic
growth in 1989 was 6.5% per cent. Reliance on oil and
gas earnings has fallen as non-oil exports have grown
dramatically, Strong industrial growth has meant that
earnings from manufactures have outstripped earn-
ings from agricultura] products. Last yvear, mdnufac-—
turing output accounted for 80 per cent of non-oil
export earnings. Based on projections, by the end of
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IGGI AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Millions of peasants must be silent while being relo-
cated for the sake of 'stability’. Go and speak to the
former residents of the area around Kedung Ombo who
are now suffering for the sake of development poli-
cies. And if you have time, talk to people in Cimacan,
Badega, Blangguan-Situbondo, Pulau Panggung/Lamp~
ung, Majalengka. These examples illustrate how
development money can be used by the authorities to
suppress human rights and democracy. You ‘have
stated publicly that the problem of the debt service
ratio needs to be addressed, and you hope that In-

LAND DISPUTES : g

donesia will become less dependent on the IGGI in the
future. We support this position fully.

We also demand that the IGGI:

1. Delays the delivery of IGGI funds until Indonesia
[introduces] real democratic reforms. .

2, Compels the Indonesian government not to let the
foreign debt become a greater burden on the In-

donesian people.
3, Recalls IGGI funds if they are used in programmes

that abuse human mghts.

Yogyakarta, 13 April 1990. *

Villagers against the air force

March 22 saw another major protest over land in
Jakarta, when eight buses packed with about 500 men,
women and children from 7 villages in Ligung sub-
district, Majalengka, arrived outside the Department
of Home Affairs. At first they were refused entry and
told by security guards to go home, but after threat~
ening to sit down in the street and hold up traffic,
they were finally allowed in.

Home Affairs Minister (retired} General Rudini who

 they demanded to see, was not available and a small
delegation was invited to meet a lower-ranking
official. This failed .to satisfy the crowd and they
were still refusing to leave the compound when night
fell. Only after four farmers had run Rudini to earth
at home, and secured his promlse to invesligate the
dispute, did the villagers agree to return home.

The families claim ownership of 1,043 hectares of
land currently in the possession of the Indonesian Ajr
Force. They resent paying high rents to the Air Force
for the use of their own land, but face reprisals if
they fail to pay up. Farmers have been beaten,
tortured and detained over the decades and last yéar
five were tortured until they vomited blood and fell
unconscious. [ See Majalengka farmers’ contribution to
Other Voices from Indonesia: Some Notes for the 33rd
Session of IGGI, Jakarta, April 13, 1890]

The Majalengka dispute goes back to the 1840s when
the Japanese occupation forces seized the land for an
air-base. In 1950, the Indonesian Air Force moved in.
Subseqguent attempts by the Ma_)a.lengka farmers -to
regain their land met with no success; and in 1986 the
Air Force was given title to the land. YWe have been
fighting for our land for forty years. In the Dutch
era we were colonised; in the Japanese occupation we
were colonised, “We still haven't enjoyed: indepen-~
dence", the farmers protested. .

"The Air Force say they have prooi‘ that the farmers
sold the land to ‘the Japanese, which the farmers
deny. A Japanese embassy official, Masaru Antatsu,
also seemed to contradict this claim when quizzed by
student supporters of the farmers, about the land
transfer during the occupation. There was no buying
or selling of land, he said, only compensation. Clearly
wishing to avoid embroiling Japan in a sensitive war-
time issue, he said Japan had compensated: for all
such cases by paying war reparations; if the people
did not get their share, it was Indonesia’s internal

affair and nothing to do with Japan.

" The Majalengka families suffered another set-back
when a mission sent by Rudini, which included staff
from the military national stability'agency, Bakorstan-
as, declared that the land belonged to the Air Force,
not the farmers. The decision prompted the return of
six farmers to Jakarta to protest, bul to no avail
Minister Rudini merely said, if they felt the decision
was unjust, they should go to court. The farmers are
considering this,; although the fact that no such cases
have been won in the past can offer little encourage-
ment. They can also expect a long-drawn—-out process,
such as is currently being endured by the Cimacan
farmers who have taken golf-course developers, PT

BAM, to court {see TAPOL Bulletin No 981.
- Nevertheless, the Majalengka farmers are determined
not to give up.. They broudht their case to the atten-

_tion of IGGI chair, Jan Pronk, during his ‘meeting with

the Indonesum F‘ronr for the Defense of Human Rights
when thoy sald. "Whatever bars our s'ep, we have
made up our, mmds to keep on with our eruggle untxl
the land is back in our hands".

Tempo, . 30 Dacember 188g9,. . .
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the new site is far better than the land originally
owned by the farmers. He has repeatedly denied that
compensation levels were unfair and recently alleged
that the local government had already carried out
"too much consultation" with the Kedung Ombo peOPIe
about compensation, [Kompas April 10,1990]

One reason why the families are reluctant to move
to Kedung Rejo or Kedung Mulyo is the uncertain
status of the land they would occupy there. After
suffering so much during the Kedung Ombo dispute
they have no wish to resettle only to be moved on
again, so want land certificates first.

There is also the question of who will gain from the
anticipated growth in the tourist industry around the
dam. The Kedung Ombo families are likely to be the
last to benefit: the local government has announced
that about 100 ha of land in the dam’s green belt has
been reserved for development by outside investors.

Demak farmers stage a protest

The Kedung Ombo dam is under attack not only from
its victims, whose land was flooded but also from its
supposed beneficiaries, the farmers who depend on
irrigation from the dam. When the dam authorities
carried out an experiment which involved closing the
dam gates, the flow of water to irrigate wet-rice
fields was greatly reduced. The experiment is threat-
ening 15,000 hectares of rice fields in the Demak
district of Central Java. Already 5,000 ha in Grobon-
gan and Demak districts have been affected.
Hundreds of farmers from four villages in the Gajah

and Dempet sub-districts took drastic action to secure
their water supply. They broke through the bank of
a water channel near one of the dam gates and
redirected the water to their villages. Governor Ismail
claimed the farmers had no grounds for- protest since
the dam had not yet been officially opened. There was
talk of prosecuting the farmers, but later reports
suggest they will not be tried.

The rising water level is also taking its toll on
people living around the edges of the dam and the
authorities hope the high water will force more
families to move out more quickly. Before the experi-
ment began, Hasbi said the people had been warned
the waters would rise: "So don’t blame the govern-
ment when your homes and yards get flooded", he
said. [Suara Merdeka April .14, 1990]

What price dams?

The negative impact of this dam - and many others -
invites the question: are such prestige projects really
justified? After all, dams only function for a limited
period, and if erosion control cannot attain the
necessary efficiency, the life of a dam is greatly
reduced. This has already happened at the nearby
World Bank-funded Wonogiri dam.

Tens of thousands of people are disrupted by such
projects. Whom do they really serve? So far, the
Kedung Ombo dam has served nobody but the World
Bank who will gain financially from the loan, the
construction firms who built the dam and the officials
who took a cut from the procurement deals. ) *

Ehezer Bonay Passes away

On 14 March, Eliezer Jan Bonay. an eminent ‘West.
Papuan freedom fighter, died after a long illness,
Bonay lived in the Netherlands for the last few years

of his life as a political refugee. Atter being forced to .
flee from his belpved homeland, he first stayed for a

considerable time in Papua New Guinea and Sweden

Eliezer Bonay held many positions during his active
years. He was chair of PARNA, the National Party, the
Papuan political party which called for independence
for West.Papua. He was party chairman at the crucial
period when the UN talks regarding the future of
Dutch New Guinea started. Like many other active
Papuans, he cherished the hope that the Papuan
people would be allowed to determme their own fate
through a referendum.

After the handover of power from the UN to In-
donesia May 1963, Bonay agreed under great pressure
to become governor and served unwillingly in this
post for 19 months, Later, he explained in an inter-
view with TAPOL [see TAPOL Bulletin No. 48, November
1981 and 49, January 1982) how he was a puppet of
the Indonesian administration.

After his dismissal in 1965, Bonay was transferred
to Jakarta but with no job., After a few years, he was
allowed to return home and became politically active
again. In June 1971 the army arrested him for sub-
version and he served a two-year sentence. After his
release, Bonay was under constant surveillance and
finally took the palnful decision to leave his homeland
and seek refuge in nexghbourmg PNG.

After a lengthy stay in PNG, Bonay was- granted
asylum in Sweden. He described in his TAPOL inter-
views how he had been promised asylum in Vanuatu
but was forced by the UN representative in PNG to
leave for Sweden instead, just days before he was

due to meet Walter Lm1

The. West Papuan commumty have lost one of their
finest 'leaders; a man who.. remmned loya.l to hlS.
prmc;ples until }us dying day. .

West Papua: The
‘Obliteration of a
People

The Tirst two editions of this book
appeared.in 1983 and 1984. This
third edition, published in response
to continuing demand, has been
substantially revised and updated,
with new data on military operations, " -
an appendix on the murder of the B
well-known West Papuan anthropol-.
ogist, Arnold Ap, and recent informa-
tion about the exploitation of West
Papua’s natural resources.

Published by Tapol, the
Iindonesia Human Rights
Campalign. 160pp.

Price: £3.50
-plus postage
Tapol, 111 Northwood Road,

Thornton Heath, Surrey CR4
BHW UK '
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Bandung student gets ten months

An expelled student of the Bandung Institute of
Technology (ITB}, Syahganda Nainggolan, has been
sentenced to ten months for conducting a protest
against the expulsion of other ITB students.

Syahganda made his protest last November by
unfurling banners outside the Rector’s office; he
refused to move when ordered to by the Third Deputy
Rector who controls student  activity %nd by the
campus security unit. Instead he set up a tent in the
forecourt.

The accused asked the court to exclude his inter—
rogation report from the evidence. He had been under
duress during the interrogation and was not per-
mitted to have a lawyer present even though this is
required under the criminal procedutres code.

The ITB Rector, Wirante Arismundar, sought to
conivince the court that he felt ’offended’ by the
action of the ncecuse (although he was out of the
country at the time of the incident), But he refused
to give evidence in person; his evidence was sub-
mitted in writing, despite a protest by the’ accused
and his defence team.

In their response to the prosecutions‘ call for a
two-year sentence because the accused had violated
Article 160 making it an offence to Incite others to
oppose the ruling powers, the defence lawyers argued
that it was ludicrous to claim that refusal to obey
instructions from a Deputy Rector to move, was &an
act of incitement against the powers that be.

The ten-month sentence wxll commence from the time
the accused was transferred to Kebonwaru Prison in
Bandung, This means he may have to spend at least
a year in prison v,beCau,se he probably spent the early
pericd of his detention in army hands. [Pikiran
Rakyat, 22 March, 18 and 25 April, 1990}

Students’ sentences upheld

The 7-year sentence given to Bambang Subono and
the 8~year sentence given to Bambang Isti Nugroho
have been upheld on appeal to the high court and the
Supreme Court, The Supreme Court re—-affirmed the

lower court’s decision that the two men were guilty

of subversion because they had been discovered

spreading communist, Marxist and Leninist ideglogy.

These two Yogya men have now exhausted their
appeals possibilities.

The Bandung High Court has also reaected appesls
from the six ITB students who were given three~year
and three-year three-month sentences for staging a
walkout on 5 August, in protest against a lecture on
campus by . Intenol Muuster, General Rudini.

Street-sellers arrested
Hundreds of street vendors have beén arrest,ed in
Jakarta's attempt to modernize its image. On the first
day of the most recent clamp-down, police arrebted
over 100 sellers of cigarettes, newspapers, drinks and
other items; their goods were confiscated and they
were ordered to pay fines of Rp 3,500 or face three
months in jail. The action, which drew criticism {rom
many quarters, is part of the maptly~named "Tomo-
rrow is Full of Hope" programme for street vendors,
ponsored by Coordinating Minister for Political
Affairs and Security Sudomo [see TAPOL Bulletin 98].

By the third day of the clamp-down, there was
confusion and anger among street-vendors, arrested
on buses and in bus stations, who had been given to
understand that the ban only ccvered ‘the smeets,
not buses and bus shelters.

As LBH director Nursyahbani Katjasungkana insists,
"the street vendor problem is riot a legal problem but
a socio-economic problem'”. This has been summed up
in plain language. by one sellex arrested at thhtan
bus terminal: "I know street vending is banned, but
if I don’t sell, how can I feed my family?” [Jakazta
Post 11 April 1990)

Continued from page 8.

neglect. After quoting government figures about the
number of schools and hospitals Indonesia had built
in East Timor in the past 15 years, ambassador Flood
asserted that Australia’s role now was to help In-
donesia develop the terrvitory economically. [Aompas,
14 April 1990] The ambassador’s praise contrasts
sharply with the Gadjeh Mada research report,
summarised elsewhere,. ' a

It is not difficult to predict that, as protest builds
up against Canberra’s robbers’ pact with Indenesia to
exploit East Timor’s oil, the Australian Government will
step up its efforts to extol Indonesia's achlevements
in East Timor, *
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