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East Timor resolution
adOpted by UN

The UN Sub-~ Commlssmn on Preventxon of stcnmina«—
tion and Protection of Minorities has this vear adop~

ted a resolution on human rights v1ol&txons in East .

Timor. This reverses a decision last year when a draft
regolution was defeated by a procedur&l 'no~action’
move that was passed by 10 votes to nine with five

abstentions. The resolution this year was adopted by

12 votes to 9 with three abstentxons, it was co~spon~
sored by five Sub=Commission members: Erica-Irene
Daes {(Greece), Asbjorn Eide (Norway), Ribot Hatano
(Japan), Clau‘e Pallev {UK) and Héctor Fix Zamudlo
(Mexico).

The adoption of this resolution ré-opéns the pos-
sibility of raising East Timor at the Human Rights
Commission next February. The last time the Commis~
sion adopted a resolution on East Timor was in 1983.
Atits 1985 session, the Commisgion decided, in private
session, that East Timor was no longer under its
consideration. The reasons for this shameless decision
and the voting have never been made public.

The Sub-Commission, known &lso as the Human
Rights Sub-Commission, is composed of 26 experts and
meets yvearly to prepare the agenda of the UN Com-
mission on Human Rights meeting in February-March.
The resolution was adopted this year in the face of
intense 1obbymg from the’ Indonesian mission in
Geneva, on'most days, as the voting drew near, there
were at least ten diplomats constantly present, in a
desperate attempt to prevent the UN body from taking
a decision about ‘East Timor. The Indonesian’Foreign
Ministry is also known ta have exerted pressure on

the governments of several of the experts from

African and Asian countries to instruct "their’ experts
to vote against the resclution. In fact, the experts are
supposed to be independent of their governments
though several are diplomats or government ofhcxals
and hence vulnerable to pressure.

Besxdes the submissions from Jan-Erik Forsberg of °

Sweden, East Timorese refugee Antonio Araujo and
Jusfiq Hadjar, reported elsewhere in this Bulletin,
Luisa Pereira of the Lisbon-based Commission for the
Rights of. the Maubere People, speaking for Pax
Romana, referred to Amnesty International’s most
recent statement on human rights abuses at the UN

Decolonisation Committee. She stressed the signifi-

cance of Bishop Belo’s call to the UN for a referendum
and quoted from a letter Just received from the
clergy in East Timor, fully supporting the Bishop’s

call. [See elsewhere for a fuller report of t.hls state-

ment.]

Secret ballot

In & move to protect expert-—members from the
prving eye of governments and give them the fre,edom
to vote according to conscience regardless of instruc~
tions from home, the Sub-Commission adopted a
decision to conduct all resolutions critical of gover-
nments (these are resolutions under Item 6 of. the

'fagenda) by gecret ballot. The outrageous pressure

exerted on experts by Indonesia last year to sabotase
the East Timor resolution [see TAPOL Bulletin, No 89,
October 1988, -page '13] was a major factor for this
move. As the member from Norwa.y, Asbjorn Eide, said
without naming any country, "pressure from govern-—
ments last year came close to being contempt - of
court",

“As the vote was taken in secret, the breakdown of
voting on the East Timor resolution is not known.’.
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EASTTIMOR

East Timor at the
UN Decolonisation Committee

As in previous years, representatives of a variety of
organisations and a number of individuals petitioned
the UN Decolonisation Committee on the question of

East Timor. Particularly striking was the appearance.

of seven parliamentarians. from Portugsal, Canada,
Japan and the UK.

The following are brief summaries of all the peti-
tions. We hope in subsequent issues to more fully
summarise of some of the petitions.

Canadian MP, David Kilgour, from the governing
Conservative Party and the first Canadian parliamen-
tarian ever to testify, called events in East Timor
"the hidden holoccaust". Alexander George, for TAPOL,
sald nothing has changed as East Timor remains
under Indoneslan occupation. Tamako Nakanishi, a
Japanese MP, speaking for the Japanese Diet Forum on
East Timor, regretted that East Timor representatives
were not ‘included in the UN Secretary-General's
consultations with parties concerned with the issue.

Geoffrey Robinson, for Amnesty International, said
reports of serious violations, including mass arreasts,
torture, extrajudicial executions and disappearances,
had been received recently. Ann Clwyd, a British MP,
speaking for Parliamentarians for East Timor, spoke
about her experiences of an  official visit ‘to East
Timor in March this year [for details, see her inter-
view in TAPOL Bulletin, No 93, June 1989] and urged
the Committee to consider conditions under which a
plebiscite in East Timor should be held. Pedro Pinto
Leite, for the Dutch Indonesia Committee, the X min
Y Foundation and the Dutch East Timor Group said
Indonesia’s so-called development of East Timor was
just an attempt to consolidate its hegemony and
provide a cover for colonial exploitation. R

Maria Luis Franca de Oliviera, International Catholic
Movement of Pax Christi, spoke about Bishop Belo's
letter to the UN Secretary-General which he -had
written because, after 14 years of Indonesian occupa~
tion, the situation in East Timor remained intolerable.
Bishop Alolsius Soma of the Japanese Catholic Council

for Justice and Peace said the tragedy of Egst} Timor
was a clear case of genocide; he presented: a sta.tef-v
ment signed by 1,250 cardinals, archbish.ops, bishops,
priests, sisters and the faithful, expressing solidarity
with the people of East Timor. Michel Robert, French
Agsociation of Solidarity with East Timor condemned
the UN for giving Suharto its Population Award,
considering the huge loss of life in East Timor since
the Indonesian invasion. . == '

Portuguese MP, Jose Pacheco Pereira re'iterated‘ his
country’s special role to guarantee East Timor’s right
to self-determination, under Portuguese and interna~
tional supervision, Portuguese ‘MP,’ Maria Msanuela
Aguiar condemned Indonesia’s; attempt to seal East
Timor off and called for urgent action to save the
Timorese people and their cultural identity. Kiyoko
Furusawa, Japanese Free East Timor Coalition focused
on protecting the reproductive rights -of Timorese
women. ' : : ' '

Paulo Pires, Union-for a Democratic Timor welcomed
the many recent international condemnationg of human
rights violationis in East Timor. Elaine Briere, East
Timor Alert Network, Canada, sald Indonesian aggres-
sion in East Timor must not be allowed to succeed and
criticised the Canadian government for ignoring
Indonesian brutalities to pursue its market-oriented
agenda in Indonesia. Jose Luls Guterres of Fretilin
said Fretilin was ready to take part in a referendum
under UN auspices and would respect Indonesia’s
territorial integrity and &tability in the region.

Sidney Jones, Asia Watch criticised the UN Secretar-
iat’s Working Paper for giving the erronecus impres-
gion that no killings have occurred in East Timor.
Adriano Aleves Morelra, a Portuguese MP,:condemned
Indonesian genocide. East Timor: should. revert to
Portuguese administration as & step towards self-
determination; resistance forces should take part in
negotiations to this end. Antonio Jose Monteiro vidigal
Amaro, another Portuguese MP sald the climate of
terror in East Timor had intensified recently.

Princen prevented from testifying at UN

Indonesia’s leading human rights activist, Haji J.C,
Princen, director of the Jakarta-based Institute for
the Defence of Human Rights, was refused an exit
permit to leave Indonesia to attend the UN Human
Rights Sub-Commission in Geneva. He was mandated
by the Regional Council -on Human Rights in Asia to
speak at the Sub-Commission on two issues, the
massacre of villagers in Talang Sarl, Lampung Prov-
ince, South Sumatra on 7 February 1989, and the
deteriorating human rights situation in East Timor.
Princen is the first Indonesian ever to have made an
attempt to testify against Indonesia at the UN on its
human rights record. .

More than twenty non-governmental organisations
attending the Sub-Commission meeting, including the
Anti-Slavery Society and the International Commission
.of Jurists, signed a statement addressed to the In-
donesian government protesting that Princen was

prevented from testifying in Geneva. v

The Regional Council’ mandated Jusfiq Hadjar to
attend the Sub-Commission to deliver the testimony on
Princen’s behalf, 'Jusfiq said: "The Indonesian autho~
rities have frequently refused him an exit visa, which
means that his situation is no different from about
one~and-a-half million ex-political prisoners, as well
as many senilor politiclana who are members of the
group ‘of dissidents known as ‘the - Petition-of-50.
These people have never been charged or brought to
trial, no judge has passed any verdict depriving them
of the right to leave the country, yet they, like Mr
Princen, suffer the same fate.''»
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POLITICS : o -

Glasnost, Suharto style

Inspired by democratic openings in some parts of the
world, several Indonesian oppositionists and intellec~
tuals have tried to make this global trend an issue in
Indonesla. Since June. keterbukaan (opening-up) has
been front-page news, with statements by well-known
public figures and political commentators. So, how has
glasnost Indonesia-—style fared?

Keterbukaan in the Indonesian context.

It all started with the now infamous remark in Suhar-
to’s autobiography that he might step down in 1993
because of old . age. Although nobody ‘'who knows
anything about Indonesian politic- takes Suharto’s
statement seriously, it was used by his opponents to
launch a succeasgion debate and gradually the keter-
bukaan theme started grabbing the headlines,

The first salvo was fired ;in Parliament (DPR}),
usually one of the most boring places in the republic.
The: -Second. Commission headed by Major-General
Samsuddin invited bigshots like General Soemitro and
General Murdiono to air their views on keterbukaan.
Soemitro, regarded in the early 1970s as Indonesia’s
second most powerful man, propagated a more liberal
system in - preparation for the post-Suharto period.
This retired general; creator of Buru prison-island,
now promotes. himself as a champion of democracy.
Soemitro assumes that Suharto will step - down in 1993,
He appealed to the DPR to use its legislative powers
to control the government. He sald the time was ripe
for keterbukaan and :proposed that opposing views
should be allowed ‘to ex1st, and decisions ‘taken by

voting.

4 ﬁ*&@,

- Keterbukaan . .. .

Soemitro’s support for voting would mean rejecting
the Javanese concept of musyawarah, Though desc~
ribed as consensus, in reality musyawarah means that
decisions are imposed from above and taken unani-
mously. Musyawarah has been the cornerstone of
Indonesian politics since the Sukarno era when he
installed the authoritarian Guided Democracy in 1969.
He ditched the western principle of majority decision-
meking and replaced it with musyawarab, allegedly
unesarthed. -from ‘Indonesia’s own traditions. When
Suharto: took -over, the musyawarah principle was
boosted. Now Soemitro says he favours the voting
system, restoring majority decision-making and im-
plicitly advocating the existence -of an . opposition.
There is no: place for minority opinion in the cor-
poratist Pancasila madel of the Orde Baru.

The keterbukaan discussion became: more interest-
ing when historian Dr Onghokham joined in, arguing
that the existence of an opposition is only natural
and the ban on opposition or the right to differ
weakens the Indonesian people. { Media Indonesia, 19

August 1989] Other academics like MT Arifin and Arief
Budiman have discussed the structural imbalance of
power. The rulers possess all the power while the
people lack political power. Keterbukaan, Arief Budi-
man argues, means balancing the bargaining vower of
the people and the government. According to Arifin,
all affairs in society are in the hands of bureaucrats
in coalition with politicians. [Kedaulstan Rakyat, 30
July 1989].

‘For a brief moment it seemed that a Parisian or
Prague apring was blossoming in Indonesia but then
came the response from Suharto and his men.

The empire atrikes back

In July, President Suharto and ABRI commander
General Try Sutrisno answered the critica to set
things straight. One Sunday afternoon in Bali on 23
July, Suharto laid down the guidelines for political
openness which must be obeyed by all Indonesians:

* There is no freedom without limits. Freedom of
expression should be gulded by sound and logical
rational thinking.

* The state ideology Pancasila, the 1946 Constitution
and the GBHN (the Broad Outlines of State Policy) are
the guiding principles for anybody wanting to pre-
gent 1deas in the context of political openness. -

* Openness in presenting views or proposals should
be linked with the public interest. People should
therefore think carefully before expressing thoughts
in public. Do not speak up only to discover later that
these ideas are controversla] in the light of the
guiding principles. -

* Natlonal unity should not be endangered by the
free presentation of ideas. There should be an aware-
ness of the need to avoid trying to ignite tribal,
racial, and religious sensitivities, and sensitivity
regarding differing levels of public welfare. 1f
freedom of speech can cause national disintegration,
it would be better to control it. (Jakarta Post, 26 July
1989).

Suharto had become the abortionist of Indotiesian
glasnost, Moreover, when elaborating the four guide-
liiies, he was not the well-poised Javanese gentleman;
he was edgy and bad-tempered. Indeed, political
observers note that, lately; he has frequently suf-
fered from fits of anger."

A few days earlier Commander Try Sutriano spent
four hours in Parliament explaining that keterbukasn
is nothing new, it has existed all.the time, regulated
in the military doctrine of 1974. He explained that the
armed forces seminar in 1974 accepted a doctrine
definmg the Indonesian state as a negara kekeluar-
gaan (state based ‘on the family principle). Open
democracy has existed in the villages since the start
of the republic. (Xompas, 20 July 1989). Whether or
not he realises it, the ABRI commander’s corporétlst,
paternalistic model is very close to Hitler’s fascist
concept.

Those who thought they could take keterbukaan
seriously were sgoon to feel the consequences. General
Soemitro who has a variety of business interests was
suddenly accused of grabbing land for a mushroom

factory, General Samsuddin, who had invited him to
Parliament, was replaced as chair of Commissjon II. As
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‘Reining in the N GOs

, Lately, Presldent Suhaxto has been prone to fre~
quent outbursts of anger. Crltlmsm of his policies is
,,groyiing, both at home and abroad. Efforts to clean up
his mt;ernatlona.l image have failed.

His visit to the US to receive the UN Populatwn
Awar d-wag marred by protest from many non-govern-
ment orgams&hons (NGOs) from many parts of the
iworld. His visxt to President Bush was an occasion for
118 members of Congress to raise humen rights
concerng about East Timor. On top of this, Bush and
US Treasurer Brady reacted coldly to Suharto’s pleas
for help to solve Indonesia's growing debt burden.

All this was too much for the usually softspoken and
well-mannered Javanese general. A leak of the minutes
of the 5 July cabinet segsion ‘shows that Suharto was
in a rage, accusing Indonesian NGOs of creating 4 had
image for Indonesia. Suharto is. .apparently convmced
that mounting criticism abréad ig due to inférmation
gent by Indonesian NGOs to their counterparts in
Europe, the US and Austraha )

The "LSMs’, a special breed of KGOz -

“In-the last fifteen years, social, political and relig-
ious activities have shifted from formal bodies like
parliament or the political parties to new organisa~
tions, now called Lembaga Swadaya Masyarakat (LSM)
or ’self-reliant, social institutes’, In the mid seventies,
NGOs: consisted mainly of legal aild bureaus and appro-
priate technology groups and were known .as or-
ganisasi non-pemerintah (ORNOP) or non*governmental
organisations. But gradually ornops grew in number,
variety and aims, prolzferating like vegetation in a
tropical -forest. The change in name to LSM is a
setback. Using. Sanskrit wards like swadaya ,is a
deliberate form of depoliticisation, like the charnige
from buruh {worker) to karyawan (functlonary). By
renaming NGOs a8 LSMs, their identity as orgarisa~
tions outside gavernment control has been blurred.

Present-day LSMs cannot be put into one basket. In
the early days, their motivation was primarily idealis-
tic, raising people’s cousciousness, equipping them
with knowledge to face corrupt officials or improving
their livelihood by ‘means of small-scale, self-help
projects at the village level. Now; idealism hag given
way to pragmatism. There are many new LSMs, often
indirectly linked with Golkar, the government party.

As in much of the industrialised world, some deve-
lopment aid ig channelléd through NGOs. Church
organisations hdave a long tradition of channelling
money to counterparts in third world countries. At
present it is impossible to characterise Indonesian
LSMs; some still function like the old NGOs, voicing
,crltlcxsm of .government projects and  policies. But
others are merely community developera, shunning
social criticism and functioning more or less as. an
extension of government.

A _new expression, Bingo. for 'Big NGQ' has emerged.
Bingos are baged in Jakarta and receive most of . thelr
funds from external sources. As the pro,;ects are often
in rural areas, they sub-contract projects to small
NGOs‘ In the 1980s, "small is beautiful” has given way

to. "the necessity of growth", nurturing a new. caste
\of.BINGO managers, skilled at dealing with western
funding agencies.. Submitting projects has become a
profession in itself. NGO jobs are like any other:job;
the network of funding agencies, development: work-
ers and NGOs have created a world of their own. They

know each other and meet regularly at internationat
conferences and seminars.

IRGI. a revolutionary organizsation?

One network to emerge in the eighties is the Inter-
national NGO Forum on Indonesia, known as INGI,
Established in 1985, it includes many LSMs and a wide
range of NGOs from different countries. Its aims are:

a. To endeavour to ensure that the Inter Governmen~
tal Group on Indonesia (IGGI) takes:full account of,
and positive action on, important issues affecting poor
and disadvantaged groups in Indonesia; .

b. To stréngthen and broaden peoples’ ’particxpation
in development, especlally in Indonesia.

From the start it was clear that sensijtivé human
rights issues like abuses in East Timor or the treat-
ment of ex~political prisoners would be avoided. Some
Indonesmn BINGOs insisted on this, as it would
otherwise mean "delivering us into the hands of the
military", Since its birth, INGI has devoted attention

‘to the way development is being implemented; it has

met the IGGI.chairperson and communicated with the
European Community Commission. It has avoided
radical language, and -aims to. give positive input to
IGGl governments, Surely nothing could-be- farther
removed from revolutionary ideals. .

Hence, it came as quite a shock, for Suharbo to gtart
scapegoating ;INGI, .and accusing it. .of _da.m,agmg
Indonesia’s ‘good image abroad. What angered him in
particular was a letter sent by the INGI meeting in
Brussels this year to the World Bank regarding the
Kedung Ombo-dam. The letter called on:the Banlk’s
president, Barber Conable to seek :a comprehensive
solution for the victims of the dam. It should be noted
that long before this, numerous organisations all. over
the world, largely at TAPOL’s instigation, had already
written: letters of protests on the same isgue., -

The leaked minutes of the 5 July cabl,net.rsession.

Last Timor: o be liberated or q

to.be exterminaled;
that is the question

by: Pedro Pinto Leite

edited by: XminnsY, Kamitee lﬁ;lone.s:lé} »
Oost-Timor Groep Nederland

Amsterdam, June 1939

price: D1, 4,00 {po: stage not mclndcd)
can be ordered Jrom:

\’rrum.rtY Noordermarkt 26,

1015 M7 Amsterdam, phane: (20279661

Komitee Indonesié, 1.0, Box 40066,
1009 BB Amsterdasn, phone: (20)936050
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Some students shouted: "Let's go to the DPRD (local
assembly)". As they started marching, security forces
trapped them from all directions. The students *were
encircled and started singing revolutionary songs.
The security forces moved in, used tear gas and
started striking out at the peaceful protestors with
rifles and bayonets, men and women alike. At least
tifteen students were arrested, including three
women. Bystanders were also beaten and kicked. Many
people were injured, five of them seriously.

HUMAN RIGHTS .

Later that evening a Student Defence Team was set
up to trace the whereabouts of students who had
been injured and check up on those who had been
arrested. At around midnight, the police announced
that 29 students were being held. Three injured stu-
dents were located in Panti Rapih hospital.

After being interrogated, it seems that all the
students were released.*

IPU pressure wins release for jailed MP

Siti Abdulrahman Sundari, Indonesia's longest-serving
woman political prisoner, was released from prison on
17 August, Her release was given widespread publicity
in the press, suggesting that it came as the result of
pressure from abroad. At the time of her release, she
was 68 years old.

Siti Sundari had been a ‘political activist since
before the war and in 1945, entered a youth organisa-
tion in Semarang; later becoming chair of the Sema-
rang Working Women’s Association. She was a found-
ing member of the leftwing women’s organisation,
Gerwis, which later became Gerwani (Gerakan Wanita
Indonésia or Indonesian Women’s Movement), one of
the many organisations that was banned, along with
the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI), when the
military took power in 1965. From 1951, she was a
member of Gerwani's Executive Council.

In the 1955 general elections, -she stood as a can-
didate for the Communist Party and was elected to
Parliament. She became a member of the party’s
Central Committee in 1964 and was in its Womens
Affairs Department.

Siti Sundari was arrested in 1968 in Lampung, South
Sumatra where she was active underground after
fleeing from Jakarta in October 1965 at the time of the
mass arrests., She was not tried until October 1976
when she received a life sentence; the sentence was
later commuted to twenty years.

MPs attend her release ceremony ~

Sundari’s release was given unusually high-profile
attention. Four members of Parliament were at the
prison to attend the release ceremony, among them
Soesatyo Mardi and Theo Sambuaga, the chair and
deputy chair of BKSAP, the inter~-parliamentary group
which = handles relations between the Indonesian
Parliament and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
and parliaments worldwide.

Although high officlals were on hand and must have
known well in advance of Sundari’s release, members
of her family who came to greet her and take her
home had been taken completely by surprise. They
told the press that they heard nothing about her
releagse until the night before. [Suara Karya, 22
August 1989] '

The Public Relations chief of the armed forces, Brig-
General Nurhadi issued a statément insisting that
Sundari had been released because "she has properly
fulfilled the conditions for release". It was hotly
denied that her release had anything to do with
pressure from the IPU although Sambuaga admitted
that the IPU has been pressing for her release for
the past ten years. :

Deapite all these protestations, it is ‘clear that

international pressure saved Sundari from another six
or seven years in prison, In November 1984, when
members of Parliament visited Tanggerang Prison
where she was held, to investigate conditions there,
she used the occasion to tell journalists that her 20~
vear sentence did not permlt anv deduction for the
eight years she spent in detention prior to her trial
in 1976. This mean that she was not due for release
until 1996, by which time she would’ ‘be 75 vears old.
{ Sinar Harapan, 23 November 1984}

Now however, to confuse matters and concesl the
role of international pressure, it is being stated not
that her life sentence was commuted to 20 vears but
that it was changed to "temporary punishment"
{hukuman sementara’), a term that appears to have
been specially invented for the occasion, so as not to
let it be known that mterns.tlonal pressure had any
bearing on: her case,

Her release came just a couple of weeks before this
vear's IPU conference in London from 3 till 9 Septem-
ber. As Tempo comments: "Sundari’s release ‘will lift
the pressure on the Indoneslan delegation, led by
Kharis Suhud, speaker of Parliament, which is leaving
for London this month to attend the IPU meeting in
Landon," According to Marzuki Darusman, a Golkar MP
who also witnessed Sundari's release at Tanggerang,
"this is very good for Indonesia’s 1mage abrond"
[Tempo. 2 September 19891 "

Death Sentence prisoner dies in prison

Anastasius Buang, a political prisoner arrested on §
October ‘1965, who was senteniced to death in Novem-
ber 1969 and has thus spent the past twenty years
with a death sentence hauniing over him, died in
Cipinang Prison in late August, He was 49 years old.

He is understood to have died after:contracting
angina and passed away while a fellow prisoner was
administering a traditional form of medicine. Members
of “his family are believed to have asked for an
autopsy, to determine the cause of death.

Buang was a low-ranking soldier attached to the
Cakrabirawa palace guard in 1965, and was a member
of one of the units which, acted under orders, kid-
napped seven army generals, whose subsequent
murders led to the military seizure of power and the
crackdown and massacre of hundreds of thousands of
commumst suspects.¥ i
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ing demands:

1, The UN should send a security-keeping force to
West Melanesie before 14 December, the day of the
proclamation of the independence of West Melanesia,
2. The UN should ask the. Indonesian Government to
peacefully withdraw all its military forces from West
Melanesia before 14 December.

a. The UN should ask the Indonesian Government to
repatriate all Indcnesmns residing’ ‘and working in
Weqt Melanesm before 14 December'

“The five-page document, copies of which were sent
to 15 governments around the world, argues that West
Melanesia is ready for independence, it has ‘endugh
skilled personnel and enough resources as well agits
own Constitution, National Flag, Anthem and develop—
ment plan. The document is laced with biblical quota-
tions, and proclaims that’'West Melanesia’s State Motto
is 'The Lord is my Shepherd’.

Dr Wainggai’s background

Thomas” Wainggai who was born in Ambal village,
.Berui, .on. 5 December 1937, has a distinguished
-academic background. He has been working for local
government in Jayapura since 1959 when it was-still
a Dutch colony. His most recent post was on the staff
of experts at the provincial planning board (Bappeda).
He has three degrees; a’law degree. from Okaya-State
University, Japan (1969), a degree in Public Adminis~
tration from New York State University (1981) and a
Ph.D, in phllosophy from Florida Sts.te University
{1985).

He was also normnated as a candldate for governor
of Irian Jaya when the position became vacant at the

WEST PAPUA

end of 1987 and suéceéded in collecting a large
number of signatures for his candidacy. [ Tempo, 16

, September]

West Papua at UN WOrhing Group

In & statement to the UN Working Group on In-
digenous Populations, held in Geneva in August 1989,
a representative of the OPM/West Papuan People’s
Front said that since 19 November 1969 when the
General Assembly accepted the Secretary-General’s
report on. the fraudulent ’plebiscite’ in West Papua,
the  people of West Papua have: continued. to be
colonised by Indonesia. "We have often heard the UN
condemning European colonialism and South African
racism, but .it never. seems to  think. of ‘Asian
colonialism and:racism..., We as Melanesians are being
discriminated (against) and colomsed by an Asian
state, Indonesia.”

It drew attention to the economic -and cultural
exploitation. and political oppression of the -Asmat
people, .to the sufferings inflicted on the Amungme
people since the UN multinational Freeport copper
mine was established in 1967 and warned that the
15,000 Auyu tribal people are likely to meet the same
fate. when Astra Scott Celulosa sets up. eucalyptus
plantatxons on their lands.

.The. People’s .Front. called on the UN to resume its
responmblhty for West Papua from which it withdrew
twenty years ago; asked for a special rapporteur to
be sent to West Papua to investigate how the people’s
rights.can be.implemented, and asked for West Papua
to be placed on the agenda of ‘the UN Decolonisdtion
Committee.»

R Counterlnsurgency flop in West Papua

A five month counter-insurgency operation in West
Papua code-named, Operasi Ra,]awalz was launched ear—
lier this year, not long ‘after the present mxlitary
commander of the region, Maqor—General Abinowo, took
over command of the Cendrawasih Military ‘command
last February This command covers the provinces of
Irian Jaya (West Papua) and Maluku {the Moluccag).
on 1 /&uqust 1989, Abinowo, in an unusually high~
‘profile statement about the operations, claimed that
one OPM leader named as Elyas Awom had surrendered
and another; nattied a5 Joel Demotokey, had ‘been

killed. This suggests that the operation has hardly
been crowned with success.’ Moreover, Abinowo was
surprlsmglv frank about the continued prevalence of
what he called "separatist ideologies” not only in West
Papua but also in the Moluccas. *We sLill need to be
vxgﬂant of the ideology of separal.ism which is called
the South Moluccan Republic (RMS) and the Free
Papua Movement (OPM), along with the latent com-
munist danger." [ Suara Merdeka, 2 August 1989]

fA claxm ‘made  earlier that 'another OPM leader,
Philemon’ Yarisetow, was also killed has since been
strongly denied bv West Papuan refugees in Papua
New Guinea.]

The Abinowo ql.&tement has rmsed evebrows in
Jakarta. He was quoted ‘as saying that Operasi Raja-
wall was aimed at "flushing out OPM units in the area
close to the border with PNG": Yet one area mentioned
by Abinowo is near Nabxre in Paniai district which is

view, 17 Augusl 19891

nowhere near the border. f Far Eastern FEconomic

PNG denial :

Abinowo also - clalmed that Indonesmn and PNG
troops had mounted joint patrols along the border to
destroy OPM units, This provoked a denial from Port
Moresby where a Foreign Affairs official said that al-
though there had ‘been a request from Jakarta for
joint patrols, it was reJected as PNG regards the OPM
as an internal Indonesmn problem, It refused to
incorporate a clause about joint patrols when the two
countries concluded a treaty of mutual respect in
1987.: { Post Courier, 8 August 1989} Talks last July
between Indonesia and PNG on border issues also
failed to reach agreement ‘'on Jomt patrols., [FEER, 17
August 1989]% -

Indonesia Publications
' For. subscriptions information on -
Indonesia News Servioe, Bneﬁng Books

and other publlcatmns regarding Indonesia, please
wnte to:

, Irdon&sia Publications
7538 Newberry Lane, Lemham-Seabrook MD 20706
U.S.A.
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THE 1965 AFFAIR

It was in this context that the Indonesian generals
early in November approached the US for equipment

"to arm Moslem and nationalist youths in Central Java
for use against the PKIL..." Most were using knives
and primitive means, and communications gear and
small arms would expedite the killing. Since "elimin-
ation of these elements” was a precondition of better
relations, the United States quickly promised covert
aid, dubbed "medicines” to prevent -embarrassing
revelations.”” At stake in ‘the army’s'effort was .the
"destruction”, as the CIA called the undertaking, of

the PKI, and "carefully placed assistance which will’

help sermy cope with. PKI" continued, as'Green descr-
ibed it, despite the many other problems in Indon'eSf
ian-US reldations that remained to be solved. ' '
- The "final solution” to the Communist problem in
Indonesia was certainly one of the most barbaric acts
of inhumanity in a century that has seen a great deal
of it; it surely ranks as a war’ cr)me of the same type
as ‘those the Nazis perpetrated. No single American
action in the period after 1945 was as bloodthirsty as
its role in_ Indonesia, for it tried to initiate the
massacre, and it did everything in its power to
encourage Suharto, including.equipping his killers, to
see that the physical hquxdatlon of the PKI was
carried through to its culmination. Not a single one
of Its officials in Washington or Jakarta questioned
the policy either on ethical or political grounds; quite
the contrary. "The reversal of the Communist tide in

LAND DISPUTES

the great country of Indonesia” was publicly celebr-
ated, in the words of Deputy Undersecretary of State
U. Alexis Johnson in October 1966, as "an event that
will probably rank along with the Vietnamese war as
perhaps the most hxstorlc turmng polnt of Asia in
this decade."

1. Gabriel Kolko, Coufronting the Third World, US
Foreign Policy 1945-1980, Pantheon Books, New York,
1989. '

2. Cable. from Marshall Green, US ambassador to
Jakarta, to Dean Rusk, Oct. 3 1965, R:607E.

3. CIA, report, Oct.8,1965, R:29A

4. Green to DS, Oct. 5 1965, R:698A.

5. Green to Rusk,:Oct. 9, 1965, R:608E,

6. Ibid, Oct. 14, 1965, R:608A.

7. Rusk to Green, Oct 29,.1965, Ri612C. See also Gleen
to Rusk, QOct. 17, 1965, R:609C, Green to Rusk, Oct.\k28,
1965, R:6124.

8. Green to Rusk, Nov. 4,- 1*965 2nd of 2 cables,
79:434E.

. 9..ibid, Nov. 7, 196‘3, R613A 1bxd Nov. 8, 1965 R613E.

10. Embassy, Bangkok, to Rusgk, Nov. 5, 1965, R:812G.
To maintain secrecy, much of the negotiations regard-
ing such aid were done. in Bangkok. See also Rusk to
embassies, Bangkok and Jakartay; Nov. 6, 1965,R:613B;
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11, CIA, memo, Nov. 12; 1965, R30A, Green to Rusk,
Nov. 19, 1966, R:616D.. . -

12, DSB, Oct. 24, 1966, 640.

World Bank springs another leak

A leaked document prepared by a Bank Mission which
visited the Kedung Ombo Dam for 11 days in March
this year, reveals that the Bank has resorted to
secrecy, prohibited by its own guidelines, m an
attempt to resolve the Kedung Ombo dispute.

Delaying tactics

Despite consistent opposition from the oustees, trans—
migration remains central to the resettlement progra-
mme at Kedung Ombo. To encourage more families to
transmigrate the Missxon proposed that the selection
of participants for alternative activities in the dam
area be delayed until about mid-1990 when the reser-
voir should be full again, because indications that the
government was making special investments in the
reservoir area to enable all remalning families to
obtain a sustainable livelihood, would be "count.é'f—
productive to theé transmigration campaign". [The
World Bank/ Resident Staff in Indonesia. Office
Memorandum. April 14, 1989,]

According to the Bank, transmigration is promoted
as the best option because: "those that remain behind
in the near vicinity of the reservoir are likely to
have reduced income as occurred m the Saguling
reservoir”. But this "reduced income" is not inevitab-
le; it is a product of Bank and Government incom-
petence In resettlement planning and reflects a lack
of commitment to fmdmg viable a.lternatives to trans—
migration.

Learning & leason...but not applying it yet
A section entitled Lessons learned from Kedung Ombo

Resetltiement Experience Which Are Relevant To Future
Bank Operations, recommends better consultation in
resettlerent planning, involving ‘valid® represen-
tatives of the population"; the inclugion of all reset-
tlement costs in project costs; the use of NGOs as
intermediaries between the government and the
displaced community, and fmal]y, the need to address
compensation ‘problems “on a countrywide basis"
before proceeding with ‘the project. A copy of this
document wag sent to Minister of the, Interior General
Rudini, with a letter suggesting that "some sz’gnificant
improvements” could be made m couipensatlon and in-
voluntary resettlément areas”

In April" 1988, a consult:ant. was hired by the Bank
to assess the resettlement and compensation &t
Kedung Ombo. In his report, he recommended that in
return for Government agreement to review its land

-acquisition and resettlement policies, the Bank should

continue - ta "turn a blind eye” to the fate of the
families who had’' not accepted compensation. The
b‘es’sonysy Learned tell the same story; they are for
future ‘application, intended to prevent another
Kedung Ombo from happening. Méanwhile, no real
attempt is made to apply any of the principles to the
current Kedung Ombo dispute, where ‘according ‘to a
recent Kompas report, families are refusing to move to
take up any-of the resettiement options on offer. The
sites offered are:too far away from their land  which
remains above the water level in the dam, while
replacement land promised by the government has not
materialised. [ Kompas, 23 ‘August 1989]
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