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 August 1989

New wave of arrests
in East Timor

Since April this year, many people have been arrested
in Dili, Baucau, Venilale, Manatito, Ainaré and other
places. There are also reports of dozens of people
being summarily executed in Baucau and elsewhere,

According to a clandestine document dated 15 April
1989, twenty people were shot dead between 12 - 15
March by troops under the command of ‘Colonel
Prabowo, son-in-law of Premdent ‘Suharto, The
kimngs took place” in Bere~Coli, Baucau and all those
pat to death were from the locality. They were
decused of havmg contact with Fa.hn’cll, the armed
,resistance, which is active in the vicinity of Baucay.

' The arrests in Baucau commenced on 5 May, Within
a month forty persons had been deta.med and were
being. held at a new detention centre at Baucau
airport. Those arrested were reportedly suspected of
supporting Bishop Belo’s plebiscite letter to 'the UN
and/or of engaging in clandestine actwitles in sup~
port of the resgistance,

So far; we have received several hsts which include
altogether more than a hundred namés of people held
gince m1d~ApriL According to one report, a hundred
students were ‘arrested in Dili on 13 and 14 May
though only one name is available,” On 29 May, stu-
dents at the University of East Timor (Untim) wrote
protesting against the Dill arrests, following which
seven more students; whosé names are not available,
were arrested; All- the detainees are being held at
army detentlon ‘and mterrogatxon ‘centres, not in

prisons to which the Internatlona.l Red Cross hab

adcess.
One list of 25 names, which was ‘compiled by Bishop
Belo, head of the Catholic Church in East Timor, SAYS

at the beginning: 'Colonel Bimo, chief of mtelhgence\

of Koopskam (the special security command for ‘Bast
Timor) has confirmed that the following prisoners and
detainees have been taken into custody in the inter»
ests of the Pope'’s security,’ a reference to the
planned vnsit of Pop-John Paul in October thiq year,

Arrests in Bali and Jakarta o -
On 14 June, Elias’ Pereira Momz, a Tlmorese student
at Udayana University, Ball was arrested. following
the interrogation of people arrested in Baucau and
Dili. This arrest prompted eight Timorese, most of
them still studying at Udayana University, to flee
from Bali to Jakarta to escape arrest. In Jakarta, one
of the students, Miguel Amaral Guterres; disappegared.

Another, Lucas da Costa, a former Udayana student

was arrested in Jakarta on 16 June. Lucas da Costa is

still under detention at an unknown location, while

Miguel Guterres is still unaccounted for,. . .

Humn Rights Institute steps in '

The Jakarta-based Institute for the Defence of Human
Rights has, for the first time, publicly expressed
concern .about. the human rights su;uatlon in East
Timor. In a. letter to General Try Soetrxsno. com~
mander-in~chief of the Indonesian Armed Forces on 15
June 1989, the Institute said it had been informed
that “at the beginning, in the middle and. at the end
of May, hundreds of people had been arrested ‘and

there bad even been executlons of people wzthout
/tna]. They were detamed on suspicion of suppor ‘ting

Bishop Belo’s letter to the United Nations, These
actions are not .only in conflict with basic human
rights but also infringe the provisions of the Con-
stitution and the Criminal Procedures C’ode (K UHAP) "
It these reports were true, the. letter continued,
General Try Soetrisno should mvesugate the activities
of those responsxble.
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