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Bishop Belo calls for a slebiscite

The head of the East Timor Catholic Church, Bishop
Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, has made an appeal to
Peres de Cuellar, Secretary General of the UN, "to
start in Timor the most normal and democratic process
of decolonisation, the holding of a referendum". In a
letter addressed to the Secretary General on 6
February, Bishop Belo said:

"The decolonisation of Portuguese Timor has still
not been resclved by the United Nations... The people
of Timor must be allowed to express their views on
their future in a plebiscite. Hitherto the people have
not been consulted. Others speak in the name of the
people. Indonesia says that the people of Timor have
already chosen integration but the people of Timor
themselves have never said this. Portugal wants to let
time solve the problem. And we continue to die as a
people and a nation."

Bishop Belo has also written to Mario Soares, the
President of Portugal, and to Pope John Paul II. Mario
Soares, who delivered Bishop Belo’s letter to the Pope
during a visit to the Vatican on 8 April, said both
letters, which are identical, "describe the persecution
of Catholics by the Indonesian authorities and the
situation in which the Timorese find themselves".
[ Fast Timor News, Subject Memo no. 1/1989]

For the first time since he became head of the
Catholic Church in East Timor, Bishop Belo has taken
a clear stand on East Timor’s fate. It was not till late
May that Jakarta publicly acknowledged the Bishop’s
initiative, after the national news agency, Antara,
reported that the letter had been published in a
Portuguese journal. Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
condemned it as "regrettable" while Minister-Coor-
dinator for Political and Security Affairs, Admiral
Sudomo rebuked the Bishop for not expressing his
views "through the proper Indonesian channels".

The background to Belo's latest move

Bishop Belo took over as Apostolic Administrator of
Dili after Mgr da Costa Lopes was forced to resign in
1983 because of Indonesia’s resentment of his criti-
cism of conditions in East Timor.

Belo accepted an invitation to attend meetings of the
Indonesian Episcopal Conference but only as an
observer. When decisions seemed contrary to the
interests of the East Timor church, he raised this
with the Papal Nuncio in Jakarta, but without result.

At the Vatican's request, Belo held a secret meeting
in April 1986 with resistance leader, Xanana Gusmao
to propose that they give themselves up in exchange

for safe conduct to leave the country. Xanana asked
whether this offer applied to all Timorese. This led to
mistrust within the resistance of the true intentions
of Vatican diplomacy. Later, Xanana wrote to the Papal
Nuncio in Jakarta: "If the Vatican takes (the Chur-
ch's) moral support away from the people, either the
Indonesian or other hand-picked priests will put an
end to the remaining respect and confidence which
our people have towards the Church..."

At his consecration as Titular Bishop of Lorium
(Italy) in June 1988, Belo said: "Up to now the diocese
of Dili has not wished to form a wunion with the
Indonesian Episcopal Conference (KWI)'. But in
February 1989, the KWI chair said that this union "is
just a formality seeing that Mgr Belo sends his
seminarians to Flores and Java and invites teachers
from these dioceses."

A Portuguese journal, Seminario recently accused
Belo of "not being honest" about the situation in East
Timor. As a church leader, "you should not be afraid
however much you are threatened".
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EASTTIMOR

2ortugal’s terms for a parliamentary n ission

The UN-sponsored talks between Portugal and Indonesia are now bogged down over dis-
agreements regarding the terms of a Portuguese parliamentary mission which has been invited

_go visit East Timor.

If diplomacy can be compared with a game of chess,
Indonesia played its opening gambit when it invited
a Portuguese parliamentary mission to visit East Timor
in February 1988. It took ages for Portugal to res-
pond but is has now agreed in principle under condi-
tions made known to the Indonesians early in May.
Jakarta clearly has difficulty accepting the Por-
tuguese proposals.

Bypessing Indonesia

One of the conditions agreed by the Portuguese
Parliament’s special multi-party commission for East
Timor is that the mission should travel direct to East
Timor without landing on Indonesian territory. This is
because the Portuguese must avoid recognising
Indonesian sovereignty over East Timor. Also, it
should be an investigative or fact-finding mission, it
should have freedom of movement and be able to meet
anyone. [Kompas 13 May 1989]. From other sources,
TAPOL has learnt that Portugal wants a number of
Journalists from different countries to accompany the
mission as well as experts in different fields.

A meeting between the UN Secretary General, the
Indonesian envoy, Nana Sutresna and his Portuguese
counterpart, Fernando Reino, in New York on 9 May
discussed the mission’s "terms of reference, the
timing and other indispensable aspects". The In-
donesians are due to respond to Portugal’s conditions
at a meeting in New York at the end of May.

Foreign Minister Ali Alatas has repeatedly empha-
sized that the mission should be for observation, not
investigation. On 11 May, Merdeka reported that Ali
Alatas had agreed to plans for an "observation
mission” from Portugal to visit East Timor, but on 13
May, Kompas reported from New York that the In-
donesians are still studying the proposals. Then
Jakarta Post reported on 15 May that the two coun-
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tries could not find a mutually-acceptable wording
about whether it would be an 'observation’ or 'invest-
igative’ mission and "differed on the interpretation of
the words".

After a meeting with the President, Ali Alatas said
the Portuguese delegation would be allowed to go
anywhere in East Timor, like recent delegations from
Australia and the UK. The Ann Clwyd interview (see
page 5) shows what this means in practice,

A two-pronged strategy

The Portuguese proposals are embarrassing for
Indonesia. Rejection would be a setback for Indonesi-
an diplomacy, proving they have something to hide.
So, to put Lisbon on the defensive, Ali Alatas has
accused the Portuguese of behaving hypocritically,
attacking Indonesia's invasion of East Timor at
international gatherings while holding talks with
Indonesia at the UN, While Alatas speaks as if In-

donesia has agreed to accept the Portuguese mission,
meaning that Portugal will be held responsible if the
visit does not materialise, he has left it to Theo Sam-
buaga [see TAPOL no 89, October 1988] to reject some
of Portugal’s demands. Sambuaga is the MP given the
task of hosting foreign missions to East Timor while
parrying criticism regarding Indonesian brutalities in
East Timor.

Commenting on the proposal that the mission should
bypass Jakarta, Sambuaga said: "The government will
surely not accept the plan. As host, Indonesia has
the right to decide where our guests will go. If
Indonesia accepted the plan it would be tantamount
to acknowledging Portugal’s rights to the province".
(Jakarta Post 15 May 1989).

In a few weeks time, it will be Indonesia’s turn to
make the next move in this chess match. °
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Down to Earth is a news service on sustalnable development in Indonesia. If
you want to receive the newsletter on a regular basis please flll out the

form provided. We would welcome Information about your work in the fleld of
environment and development In Indonesia.
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STUDENT PROTESTS

cities.

Official reection

Though the army has been used against the stu-
dents and there have been a number of arrests, the
security forces are avoiding major confrontations and
most people arrested have been held for interroga-
tion, then released. The worst incident occurred in
Bandung on 12 April when troops attacked students
protesting outside the mayor's office, injuring many
protesters. The incident has become known as the
'Merdeka tragedy’, named after the street where the
incident took place.

Some retired generals and senior politicians have
expressed sympathy with the student protests. More
surprisingly, the armed forces commander, General
Try Sutrisno has said that student actions reflect
dynamism in a stable country and that demonstrations
are permitted "as long as they remain 'mature’ and do
not become 'disorderly’ Y[ Kompas, 9 April 1989] On the
next day however, Brig-General Nurhadi, head of the
Armed Forces Information Directorate, stressed that
a 1970 ban on student rallies was still in force. The
ban was issued by then commander of the security
body Kopkamtib, General Sumitro who was ousted from
office in 1974. Ever since, he has been critical of
Suharto and now supports the students. Their ac-
tions, he said, "can restore the ethical standards of
the leaders, because up till now, there are leaders
who no longer listen to the voice of parliament, still
less to criticisms in the press". [ Suara Merdeka, 15
April 1989] The retired general said the students
should distinguish between ’'demonstrations’ and
unjuk rasa which means ’expressing one’s feelings’.
By using 'unjuk rasa’, the students have been able to
sidestep the ban on ‘demonstrations’.

Perhaps Admiral Sudomo was referring to Sumitro
when he warned that the students were being mani-
pulated (ditunggangi). Admiral Sudomo replaced
Sumitro as Kopkamtib chief in 1974 and later clamped
down on the 1978 student demonstrations, closed down
student newspapers and shared responsibility for the
NKK/BKK decrees. While Sumitro is now an ordinary
citizen, Sudomo still holds office as Coordinating-
Minister for Political and Security Affairs. His position
on current student actions has been vacillating, one
day saying the demos are 'within tolerable limits’ and
the next day, after meeting President Suharto, berat-
ing the students. On one occasion, speaking for Suh-
arto, he said the rectors were 'worth zero’ in leader-
ship. Sudomo said the President wanted all the
rectors to meet to discuss the problem.

The rectors were divided on whether to have this
meeting. The rector of Airlangga University in Sura-
baya said: "If it were only to discuss student pro-
tests, it would be a waste of money". [ Jakarta Post, 19
April 1989] The President’s call for a meeting was
even rejected by Education Minister, Fuad Hassan who
said that rectors were not appointed to monitor off-
campus activities. The Minister’s support for a
watered down NKK/BKK is backed by many university
authorities; he is even said to be in favour of aban-
doning the measures altogether but important deci-
sions in Indonesia are made not by Ministers but by
the President. Interior Minister, retired General
Rudini, has also shown sympathy for student dem-
ands. His office is frequently visited by student
delegations, and is the focus of sit-ins and picketing.
Like Fuad Hassan, Rudini also seems prepared to risk
the fury of the President.

However, lurking behind these sympathetic noises is
a move among senior armed forces generals to mar-

ginalise and eventually remove Suharto. The students
could yet become pawns in an intra-regime struggle
aimed at bringing Indonesia under new military
leaders who will be no more sympathetic to democratic
principles than the Suharto clique.

Suharto's attitude towarda the students

The President does not normally express his views
in public. It is for ministers to convey the President’s
views after an audience at Bina Graha, the Presiden-
tial Office. Suharto first voiced anger about the
student actions through Admiral Sudomo, when he
held the rectors responsible for the protest. Although
student actions were primarily aimed at the failure of
government projects and policies, there were banners
in Bandung and Kedung Ombo declaring, "Gantung
Suharto” (Hang Suharto). The State Secretariat, which
is under Suharto’'s supervision, is reportedly
preparing to replace NKK/BKK. According to one
report, the sole BKK body may be replaced by several
organisations, including an elected student body. The
role of lecturers and administrators will be limited to
consultative status. But it is doubtful whether demo-
cratic rights will be restored on campus.

Former student leaders speak out

Marsilam Simanjuntak, a 1966 student activist, com~
pared the voice of the students to a loudspeaker.
They function as a medium to channel social problems
whose voice deafens the ears of the rulers. But they
have a clear message. "We have to believe the authen-
ticity of their movement. They have volunteered
themselves to voice the message of the people”.
Hariman Siregar, a 1974 student leader, believes the
student movement is the only institution still func-
tioning. All other institutions are dead. Heri Akhmadi,
1978 student leader, regards the present student
movement as 'more pure and genuine’ than previous
ones. In his day, student councils were still recog-
nised by the authorities. The political situation today
is much less favourable. "I salute them. They will
have to work much harder than my generation".
{Jakarta Jakarta, 9 April 1989] °

Indonesia Publications

Subscribe to twice-weekly Indonesia News Service
($182 US, $189 Canada, $238 elsewhere)

Subscribe to Briefing Books (looseleaf in folders)
The Indonesian Military Elite ($19)

Law and Political Liberty in Indonesia ($57)
The Petition of 50 Group and the Tanjung Priok
Incident ($23)

Transmigration, the Environment and Indigenous
Peoples ($34)

Political Islam in Indonesia ($39)

Irian Jaya ($24) East Timor ($21)
Indonesia’s Economy ($37)

Recent Dissertations on Indonesia ($165)

Briefing Books postage ($7 air, $2 sea per book).

Special to TAPOL readers: a free sample copy for
those considering subscribing to INS. A 10% reduction
on prepaid orders of any one or more of the Briefing
Books. Write to: Indonesia Publications, 7538 Newberry
Lane, Lanham-Seabrook, MD 20706, USA

N
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LAND DISPUTES

is nothing new in Bima. In the mid seventies a local
rebellion was quelled after a conflict with the bupati
(district head). The fierce, independent-minded people
from Bima have always created problems for succes-
sive rulers, Macassarese, Dutch, Japanese Javanese.
Since the early 1970s, the authorities in Jakarta have
intensified efforts to destroy the tradition of swidden
cultivation in Bima while ending traditional village
control over land and turning it over to private
ownership. While officials assert that swidden cultiva-
tion contributes to forest fires and slope erosion,
experience in Bima shows that swidden cultivation is
the only way to farm the steep, rocky slopes that
constitute much of the Bima landscape. The Agricul-
ture Department in Jakarta distributed candlenut seed
to the population in 1975, with directions to plant
them everywhere, hoping that it would replace swid-
den farming. This policy failed as there was no viable
market for the new product. [See Jeffrey D. Brewer,
"Traditional Land Use and Government Policy in
Bima", in The Real and Imagined Role of Culture and
Development: Case Studies from Indonesia, Michael R.
Dove (ed),Honolulu, 1988.]

Dompu, the district in Bima where the difficulties
have arisen, has become a major transmigration site.
Since 1977 Dompu has been flooded by (local) trans-
migrants. Five transmigrant villages have been esta-
blished in the last few years with a total population
of almost 14,000. The authorities in Dompu admit that
rapid population growth has created problems over
land and public services. | Kompas, 27 March 1989]

The iron fist

Because of the news blackout, we cannot give a full
account of the Dompu incident. General Rudini called
it "an ethnic problem”, usually a euphemism for a
local rebellion. The population of Bima are by and
large devout Muslims and not surprisingly, the
alleged leaders of the revolt were local Muslim elders.
A well-known religious leader, Kyai Haji A. Gani
Masjkur, chair of the local Muhammadiyah branch,
lecturer at the Muhammadiyah University and previ-
ously member of the local assembly (DPRD), was

arrested as one of the 'organisers’. Allegedly, Gani
brought in people from outside like Fauzi (still at
large) and two men called Zainal. Soon after, the two
preachers, Zainal Rachman and Zainal Arifin, develop-
ed quite a following, especially the latter, due to the
high~spirited sermons he gave. It is said that Zainal
Arifin originates from Rawa Badak in Tanjung Priok
where he was a dockworker until 1982, and "once
lectured around Tanjung Priok with Amir Biki" (who
was gunned down by the military during the blood-
bath in September 1984).

Both Zainals are portrayed as leaders of the move-
ment. Zainal Rachman was arrested around midnight
on 17 February at the home of Abdul Majid Samad, the
imam of the mosque in Toltangga. During the same
raid, the military picked up Abdurrachman Ali, 40
years, a religious teacher in the same village, along
with Achmad who works as a campaigner for the
Family Planning Agency. 45 people were arrested and
reports say there are many 'walaps’ (wajib lapor),
people required to report regularly to the authorities.

To complicate matters, Gani Masjkur is said to be
the foster father of Anwar aka Warsidi, the mysterious
leader of the Lampung affair. This same Anwar, now
being named as Anwar Sidik, is said to have lectured
in Roi village in Bolo sub-district, about the illegiti~
macy of the Indonesian declaration of independence
because the text was not preceded by bismillah (’in
the name of Allah, the Almighty’).

Visits by top military after the rebellion was quelled
indicates the seriousness of the situation. Major-
General Sintong Panjaitan, commander of the NTB
region (covering Bali, Lombok and East Timor),
briefed 150 local officials and religious leaders in
Bima. Chief-of-Staff Lieut-General Edi Sudradjat flew
in from Jakarta to investigate, and Major-General
Warsito, the present governor of NTB province filed
a report to the government, All three generals are
members of the elite para-commando unit Kopassus,
specially trained for crushing revolts and rebellions.

Major-General Panjaitan hardly inspired confidence
when he said: "The security situation in Bima is no
worse than in other regions". As everybody knows,
the political climate is not that good in many parts of
Indonesia. °

Environmenta ists protest outside US embassy

A small but determined group of environmentalists
demonstrated outside the US embassy in Jakarta on 2
May during the visit of Vice-President Dan Quayle. As
a delegation of four people from the Group of En-
vironment Advocates in Indonesia (Greindo) entered
the embassy to deliver a letter, a dozen others
suddenly unfurled banners in the street with slogans
like; 'Quayle + US MNCs = Our DSR (debt-service
ration); 'Quayle and Scotties No, Equal Rights Yes;
and ’Dan Quayle, your Aid is our Aids’.

The embassy was heavily guarded and security
officers tried to pull down the banners and stop the
distribution of pamphlets, threatening to make ar-
rests. During a tussle between police and demon-
strators, one of those who was in the embassy com-
pound ran across the road to help his colleagues and
was almost caught by the police. He ran back to the
compound but was chased and caught by the police,
arrested and taken to police headquarters. LBH
lawyers intervened and, under pressure from the
demonstrators, an embassy official also intervened,
asking for the man’s release but without success.
After intense interrogation, the activist was release

late the next night.

Scott Paper project condemned

In its letter to Dan Quayle, Greindo complained in
particular about Scott Paper plans, with US govern-
ment blessing, to set up a project in the Digul Water—
shed of Merauke where 36,000 indigenous people rely
on sago and fish for food. With the announcement that
Darwin will be used as the base for Scott’s supplies,
it is even more doubtful whether the project will
bring any benefits to the area.

Greindo compared Scott plans with Freeport copper,
gold and silver-mining activities further west which
has created an industrial estate like New York City in
the jungle, alienating local people and causing water
pollution. Greindo also condemned US plans to in-
crease defense aid for Indonesia and reports that a
US ship recently dumped toxic waste in the Lombok
Straits.

Finally it condemned the secrecy surrounding Free-
port which operates behind tight security, and the
fact that Scott "have not been open to us about their
pre-feasibility studies and their real intentions”,
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TRIBAL PEOPLE

Sakai tribal people arrested

The elected head of Kandis village, a government
resettlement site in Riau, was arrested on February
26, along with his village secretary, Syufri Nasution
and charged with unlawfully issuing instructions
permitting the sale of land and passing an anti-
government resolution. A police and military team
trapped the two men by inviting them to a meeting at
another villager'’s house, where they were waiting to
arrest them. Two other villagers sought by the team
evaded arrest. Kani and Syufri were then taken to
the Mandau sub-district capital of Duri.

The background: reeettling tribal people

426 Sakai were resettled in Kandis by the Depart-
ment of Social Affairs in 1981 as part of a scheme to
"develop” Sakai and other tribal groups practising
shifting agriculture in the area. This is in line with
central government'’s Java-centric policy to seden-
tarize all shifting agriculturalists and hunter-gather-
er groups and teach them to become "civilised In-
donesians". The resettled "ex-alienated people" live
and work as sedentary farmers on two—hectare plots,
in government resettlement sites in easy reach of
agents of government monitoring and control. Tradi-
tional shifting cultivators who have exploited forest
resources on a sustainable basis for centuries are not
profitable for the government; their agricultural
gystem is therefore maligned; they are resettled and
"developed" by the Department of Social Affairs, while
their land is parcelled off to mining, forestry and
plantation concessionaires. The original Sakai ter-
ritory is located in a concession held by Caltex.

The dispute at Kandis began last year when a local
government official demanded Kani's resignation as
village head on the grounds that he was too old, often
sick and illiterate. In February a public meeting was

held to organise a selection board. In December
however, officials from Pakanbaru announced that
Kani had resigned and installed Kana G., former
village secretary, as the new village head. Kani claims
he was tricked into signing the letter of resignation.

The Sakai villagers rejected the government inter-
vention and thumb-printed a letter of protest to the
Minister of Home Affairs, the Minister of Social Affairs,
the Riau Governor and the Riau Assembly saying that
unless Kani was immediately reinstated as village
head, they would return to the jungle to resume their
former way of life. When it became clear that their
demands would not be met, the majority sold their
homes and land and returned to the forest. It was at
this stage that the authorities intervened by sending
in an "investigative" team. While the sub-district head
claimed Kani had been removed because he was selling
off land allotted to the Sakai, Merdeka reported
[2/3/89] that poverty had forced them to sell up and
the failure of the resettlement project had prompted
them to return to their former way of life.

Governor Soeripto, blamed the dispute on outsiders
who he claimed were manipulating the Sakai and
"taking advantage of Kani’s ignorance" to acquire
land in the village. | Suara Karya 20/3/89] But accord-
ing to a report in Panji Masyarakat [1-10 April 1989},
"certain parties"” sought to seize the village headship
in order to benefit from the future settlement of a
compensation claim of Rp 78 million to be paid to
Kandis by PT Ivoman, an oil palm plantation company.

Meanwhile, several Sakai villagers have sought legal
aid at the Pekanbaru Legal Aid Institute (LBH).
According to LBH lawyer A.B.Purba, the arrest and
detention of Kani and Syufri clearly transgresses the
criminal procedural code. °

TRANSMIGRATION

80 per cent of sites fail

A survey by a French consultant which found that
80% of transmigration sites had failed to improve the
standard of living of transmigrants prompted Trans-
migration Minister, Lieut-General Soegiarto to argue
that the findings were based only on the economic
aspect whereas political, socio-cultural, national
defence and security aspects must also be taken into
account. [ Kompas 6 May 1989 and Merdeka 3 May 1989]

He told the press bluntly: "Newly opened trans-
migration areas are not always fertile". He criticized
the failure of village cooperatives (KUD) to meet the
needs of transmigrants and admitted that the scheme
to extend credit to transmigrants could not yet be
introduced because banks had difficulty deciding the
form and size of security required.

Despite major cash injections from the World Bank,
the FAO and others, transmigration is chronically
short of funds. One indication is the sorry state of
access roads - less than a fifth of funds needed to
repair roads and bridges was available in 1988/1989.
Transmigrants often find themselves stranded in

isolated resettlement sites with no access to markets.
Many are forced to abandon agriculture and join the
throngs of "illegal" loggers or gold-miners, or drift
to the nearest urban centre to search for work.
Transmigrants have been abandoning the new style
PIR (nucleus estate/smallholder) projects too. One
case given press coverage recently involved hun-
dreds of transmigrants from two sites in Pasir regen-
cy, East Kalimantan, who left to find work elsewhere
because the wages at the plantation were not enough
to live on. Minister Soegiarto admitted the first he
knew about this case was what he read in the press.
He urged transmigration site heads to be more sen-
gitive to difficulties faced by transmigrants, but
deplored the dependency of transmigrants on govern-
ment support. Suggesting that the present way of
"developing" transmigrants by "only giving" needed
rethinking, he exhorted transmigrants to overcome
every problem that arises, like non-transmigrants.
[ Merdeka 27 March 1989] .
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Call for Suha ‘to award to be rescirded

On June 8, 1989 President Suharto will collect a UN
Population Award in recognition of his "important
work and international influence in population".
Having already won the Population Institute’s 'Global
Statesman’ award in population last year, Suharto’s
aim is to be seen as a world hero of development.

Suharto's population activities have been important
in more ways than one. Between half a million and one
million people were killed when Suharto came to power
in 1965; nobody has been punished and there have
been no inquiries. Since the invasion of East Timor in
1975, his armed forces have obliterated almost a third
of the population. West Papuans opposing the In-
donesian colonization have been slaughtered. Now
there are plans to repopulate rebellious areas with
Javanese transmigrants, outnumbering indigenous
Papuans by four to one.

Birth control complements these atrocities by reduc-
ing even further the already depopulated areas of
resistance. Birth control is therefore a tool of ter-
ritorial control.

A prestigious reputation in population assures
Suharto aid from foreign donors (some of whom make
aid conditional on birth control succeases). This is a
major incentive for the President. It follows that the
women on whom his reputation depends (for there is
very little male contraception), must also be given
incentives. Where there are incentives there is little
room for genuine choice.

Injectables and implants

More sinister is the practice of sterilizing women,
temporarily and permanently without their knowledge
or consent. Depo~provera, banned in the US and used
only in exceptional circumstances in Europe, is used
increasingly in Indonesia. According to the World
Bank (who support Indonesia’s family planning
programme), 20% of acceptors now use Depo-provera.

The side-effects of recently developed contraceptive
implants are even less predictable than those of the
injectables. Yet half the world production of implants
is used by Indonesia. [ Jakarta Post 11/3/89) Contra-
ceptive methods which take little time to administer
are favoured in Indonesia because more women can be

(i
Asmat — show-piece of the

government?

As part of a publicity campaign to counteract foreign
criticism of Indonesian tribal policies, the Asmat
Progress and Development Foundation, headed by
House Speaker Kharis Suhud, has organised an
exhibition of Asmat culture, touring the UK, the
Netherlands, Belgium and Austria this June. A glossy
information leaflet on the Foundation’s work with the
Asmat only reconfirms what has been long understood:
that Indonesia’s tribal policies in West Papua are
inherently racist. Describing the "social conditions"
of the Asmat, the leaflet states: "The Asmat community
sociologically can be classified as a primitive tribe,
being backwards of all aspects of human life" and
that their "ignorance of hygiene and nutrition "
results in " a lack of mental alertness and concentra-
tion, and reduced intelligence".

An outline of the Foundations future activities in
Jakarta including "attending to the marketing of
Asmat products " and "organising tours to the Asmat
area" reveals the true motive behind the "develop-
ment" of the Asmat: profit. The Asmat are regarded as
another means of earning foreign exchange whose
potential needs to be exploited to the full.

handled more cheaply and - unlike the pill or condom
- sustained contraception is assured.

In West Papua, medical personnel believe that
injectables are preferable to the pill, a view frankly
expressed by Dr Boyke Dian Nugraha, an obstetrician
and member of a research team investigating condi-
tions of the Asmat people. [ Suara Karya, 12/1/989]

Territorial Control, East Timor

The UN condemns Indonesia’s unlawful occupation of
East Timor yet rewards the man responsible with a
population prize. Birth control in East Timor is like
rubbing salt in the wounds of East Timorese so many
of whom have died at the hands of Suharto’s military.
They wish to rebuild their population, not limit it.

As a predominantly Catholic people the East Timor-
ese are also opposed to contraception on religious
grounds. In his Pastoral Letter on Responsible
Parenthood, issued in Dili on 3 March 1985, the Bishop
of Dili rejected family planning government-style
because it "consists simply of distributing pills to
ignorant people or giving injections to unaware
women with the intention to "conquer the Iargest
number possible of people” and because it "does not
have the minimal consideration for the doctrines of
the Catholic Church",

There is a remarkable disparity in the number of
women using injectable contraceptives. In Indonesia,
29.1% of new acceptors were using injectables; in East
Timor - a higher percentage than any Indonesian
province - the figure is 64.4%. The advantages of
Depo-provera are translated into disadvantages for
the East Timorese. Popular and religious resistance to
state-sponsored family planning leads the officials to
tap the potential for deception offered by the drug.
An 1UD insertion is not easily mistaken for anything
unrelated to reproduction, but the purpose of an
injection is less easy to tell.

TAPOL has protested to Xavier Peres de Cuellar, UN
Secretary General, Dr Mario Paya-Palencia, UN Popula-
tion Award Committee Chair and Dr Nafis Sudik UN
Population Fund Director, about the population award
to Suharto and has called for the decision to be res-~
cinded.
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