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Suharto authorised the death squads

President Suharto has now publicly admitted that he
personally authorised the death-squad killings which
swept Indonesia in 1983 and 1984. His personal
involvement in and support for the killer campaign is
made clear in a statement contained in his
autobiography entitled, Suharto: Pikiran, Ucapan dan
Tindakan Saya (Suharto, My Thoughts, Sayings and
Deeds) which is due to be published in February.

In 1983 and 1984, death squads composed of
members of the paracommando unit, then called
Kopassandha, roamed the towns and villages of
Indonesia shooting people on sight and at close range.
It was estimated at the time that between five and ten
thousand people were killed. At the time, no—one in
the regime took responsibility for these extra-judicial
killings. Although the army was widely known to be
involved, the press was not permitted to make any
hint of this and could only refer to the killers as
penembak misterius (mysterious shooters) or ’petrus’
for short. In his autobiography, Suharto says:

"The newspapers were full of articles about the
mysterious deaths of a number of people, calling it
the shooting of gangsters or ’the mysterious
shootings’ (penembak misterius) or 'petrus’ for short,
and so on.

"There was nothing mysterious about it at all. What
actually happened was that beforehand, people were
feeling very afraid. They felt threatened by criminals,
robbers, murderers and so on. There was.no peace of
mind. It was as if there was no peace of mind in this
country. All there was was fear. Those criminals
exceeded all bounds. They not only broke the law but
they behaved beyond the bounds of humanity. For
example, an old person would be robbed and on top of
that murdered. Isn't that beyond the bounds of
humanity? If they want to steal things, okay, but
don’t murder the victim on top of that....

"It was quite beyond the pale. Was it right to do
nothing? Of course, we needed to have our own
treatment, firm measures. What were these firm
measures? It had to be treated by means of violence.
But this did not mean just going out and shooting
people, dor! dor!, just like that. No. But those who
tried to resist, like it or not, had to be shot. Because
they resisted, they were shot.

"Then, some of the corpses were left lying around,
just like that. This was for the purpose of ’shock
therapy’ (original: English). This was done so that the
general public would understand that there were
people around capable of acting against such
behaviour, capable of grappling with the problem.”

This admission has been widely reported in the
Dutch press, with papers recalling that, at the height

of the killings, the Dutch Foreign Minister, Hans van
den Broek on a visit to Indonesia, tried very hard to
seek clarifications about the killings but was told by
General Murdani, then armed forces commander-in-
chief, that the deaths were the result of ’'inter-gang
warfare’.

His LAST TERM ?

This is not the first time the story of Suharto has
been published. His previous biography, written by
the Swiss journalist 0.G.Roeder, The Smiling General,
was quite flattering but apparently not sufficiently so
for the Indonesian dictator. Now, his autobiography,
as told to Ramadhan K.H., a well-known writer, and
Guffron Dwipayana, a senior civil servant, is to
appear in bookshops all over the country. It consists
of 102 chapters and is 557 pages long, including
about one hundred pages of photographs. It is
published by Citra Lamtoro Gung Persada, a
publishing company owned by his eldest daughter,
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those living in Kemusu sub-district who insisted on
the right to remain in the region and wanted to
receive alternative land of similar size and quality.

In their dispute with the authorities, they sought
the assistance of the Legal Aid Institute and other
agencies to try to convince the authorities to enter in
consultations but to no avail.

The roLx or THE WorLD Bank

Nearly 75 per cent of the cost of the Kedung Ombo is
provided by the World Bank. The project is also
financed by the Asian Development Bank and Japan's
Exim Bank. Although the World Bank has established
guidelines on social issues associated with involuntary
resettlement which would, if properly applied, protect
the Kemusu peasants from the treatment to which they
have been subjected, there is no evidence that the
Bank has taken any action on their behalf, apart from
a visit to the area last May by a World Bank official.
The results of that visit were never made public.

In reply to a telex from TAPOL to the Bank on 11
January 1989, asking what steps it had taken to
prevent the evictions and to require the Indonesian
government to act in accord with the Bank’s guide-
lines, the Bank cabled a reply the following day
saying that "several months ago we understood that
about 700 families had not agreed to the government's
offer for land compensation and resettlement but that
negotiations were continuing".

This is erroneous on two counts. First, the number
of families is far in excess of 700. Admittedly, press
reports which we have carefully followed have given
conflicting figures throughout the dispute, but it is
surely expected of the Bank which maintains a large
staff in Jakarta that it would have informed itself of
the number of people under threat of -eviction. In
addition, it is simply not true to say that negotiations
have been held with the peasants. The local officials
under the district chief, Colonel Moh. Hasbi, have
been uncompromising in their 'take-it-or-leave-it’
attitude over compensation. The evidence is that so
much pressure and intimidation has been used against
the Kemusu peasants to persuade them to accept the
compensation offered that, for the past few months,
they have simply refused to attend any meetings with
officials.

Faced with continued resistance over compensation,
the authorities announced in December that the money
allocated for the land had been deposited with the
court for collection by the peasants, meaning that the
landowners could no longer claim any rights over land
that was now considered to be state-owned.

A PITIPUL ALTERNATIVE

Once the Kemusu inhabitants had refused to trans-
migrate, the authorities announced that alternative
land had been made available for them in a cluster of
villages nearby, centred around the village of Kayen,
Juwangi sub-district, in the district of Boyolali. It
sounded like a real bargain as it would cost them only
Rp. 160 a square metre to purchase land in their new
home. So why did the Kemusu inhabitants refuse the
offer? The reasons were shrouded in mystery for
months, as readers were treated to a constant barrage
of press reports describing Kayen as "quite a fertile
region” and claiming that various facilities including
a school, a clinic, a village hall and a mosque, had
been built there. The peasants were said to be
unreasonable, stubborn and headstrong, holding out
against reasonable, patient and humane officials.

It was not until mid-January that a report appeared

LAND DISPUTES

in Kompas describing Kayen as a worthless area, an
arid plain without any supply even of drinking-water,
let alone water for cultivation. It was, the paper said,
a new village, whose construction was 'half-forced’
(setengah dipaksa), to provide a home for the people
of Kemusu. Settlers in Kayen would have to abandon
any idea of continuing to live as farmers and shift to
other occupations. Water—well probes as deep down as
137 metres had failed to reach the water table.
Moreover transportation to the nearest town is very
expensive while the nearest road is 5 kms away by
foot. [ Kompas, 14 January]

World Bank must press for compensation,
says TAPOL

In a letter to Barber Conable, President of the World
Bank, on 19 January, TAPOL protested "at the Bank's
apparent lack of action to protect these 8,000 people
from forced eviction. It is beholden on the Bank to
protest in the strongest terms to the Indonesian
Government against the way in which these families
have been treated. Surely it is not too late for the
Bank to insist that these victims should be properly
compensated for the land they have lost and for all
the difficulties they have experienced. The Bank
cannot evade responsibility for the fate that has
befallen these families."

TAPOL also drew attention to the secrecy and the
security measures surrounding the events in Kemusu
on 14 January when the dam was inaugurated. It
urgently asked the Bank "to inform us of anything
you know about the events in Kemusu on that day."»

Indonesia Publications

Subscribe to twice-weekly Indonesia News Service
($182 US, $189 Canada, $238 elsewhere)

Subscribe to Briefing Books (looseleaf in folders)
The Indonesian Military Elite ($19)

Law and Political Liberty in Indonesia ($57)
The Petition of 50 Group and the Tanjung Priok
Incident ($23)

Transmigration, the Environment and Indigenous
Peoples ($34)
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Indonesia’s Economy ($37)
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Briefing Books postage ($7 air, $2 sea per book).
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those considering subscribing to INS., A 10X reduction
on prepaid orders of any one or more of the Briefing
Books. Write to: Indonesia Publications, 7538 Newberry
Lane, Lanham-Seabrook, MD 20706, USA
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WEST PAPUA

Border incursions ‘“will continue”’

In response to repeated protests from the Papua New
Guinea Government about border incursions by
Indonesian troops, the Indonesian Government has
stated bluntly that border incursions will continue to
occur "as long as the OPM (the West Papuan armed
resistance movement) continues to engage in illegal
(sic) activities in the border region'. [Papua New
Guinea Times, 10-16 November 1988]

The statement was made in an official note to Port
Moresby from the Indonesian Foreign Minister, Ali
Alatas, He was replying to the latest protest from PNG
Foreign Minister, Michael Somare, after an armed raid
across the border on 22 October 1988, the seventh
Indonesian troop incursion in 1988.

Defence Minister, General Benny Murdani, reiterated
the point saying that the command of Indonesian
troops in the border province was left to officers in
charge there. It was up to them to decide whether to
pursue OPM fighters across the border. [ Post Courier,
14 November 1988.]

The statement seems to have satisfied the PNG
government. Far from protesting at this presumption
of a natural right to violate a neighbour’s borders,
Somare returned home from a meeting with senior
Indonesian officials to discuss bilateral issues, and
said it was enough if the two countries kept in close
contact. He said he thought the Indonesian troops
involved "had a cause to cross (the border) which
has been explained to us and it is understood from
our end". [ Post Courier, 8 November]

This is clearly an attempt to cover up the serious
nature of Indonesian military activity along the
border. The following incidents have occurred since
April last year:

* Two men were killed in PNG by Indonesian troops
illegally camped there. Hendrikus Tabuni was shot
dead on 3 April, and the next day, Elly Jikwa was
killed. The nationality of the two men has been kept
secret. The troops remained in the area for three
months, up to 24 July, despite orders from the PNG
authorities to withdraw.

* On 3 July, a helicopter carrying 13 Indonesian
soldiers landed in the village of Irim Kwi, Western
Province, deep inside PNG territory; they cut down
fruit trees to set up a base and remained for five
days.

* Later in July, soldiers not in uniform in an
Indonesian patrol boat inside PNG waters opened fire
on PNG troops in Ingembit. PNG troops apparently
returned the fire to make the intruders withdraw.
[ The Dominion, New Zealand, 29 November 1988]

* In July, as many as 500 Indonesian soldiers crossed

The Times of Papua New Guinea, 27 Oct - 2 Nov 1988.

TCRees Vi
THE BORCER OA [
T0 MY LAND.,

£,
b

s
s

N

into PNG and set up camps. A PNG press report in mid
August said they had been camping near two PNG
villages, Mepan and Kwem, in Western Province, ten
kilometres from the border since 7 July, and had been
physically assaulting villagers. [Niugini Nius, 12
August] During the incursion, there was an exchange
of fire between PNG and Indonesian troops. [Niugini
Nius, 31 August]

* The 22 October incursion involved an Indonesian
platoon which raided a village in West Sepik,
capturing 8 villagers; the villagers were later
released. ) S

UN peace-keeping force needed

The Pacific Islands Monthly, in a detailed analysis
of the secret border ’'war' going on, said that PNG
"cannot mount an effective deterrent to Indonesia’'s
ceaseless violations" which alleged to be in search of
OPM guerrillas. The journal argued that there was an
obvious role for a UN-sponsored Pacific peacekeeping
force - including PNG troops - in supervising the
troubled border. [See David Robie, "The Silent Border
Struggle" in The Dominion, New Zealand, 29 November
1988]

There is now talk 1n PNG of forming a border
helicopter squadron, consisting possibly of two
aircraft, but it is admitted that such a squadron will
not become operational for at least two years.

Democratic rights under threat in PNG

There is a growing threat to freedom of expression
in Papua New Guinea. Students and church leaders
are afraid to speak out about West Papua and East
Timor because of the activities of Indonesian agents,
informers and spies collaborating with the authorities
in Port Moresby.

A consultation by the group, Melanesian Solidarity
for a Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific, held last
August in Port Moresby, adopted a resolution which
said:

"The harassment of Papua New Guinea citizens, be

please turn to page 12
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EASTTIMOR

persuade Timorese in Australia to visit East Timor had
been rejected because people knew this would be
used as propaganda by Indonesia.

He strongly condemned Indonesia’s acts of physical
and cultural genocide. "This crime has stopped for a
while due to international condemnation but we have
serious reason to believe that it may continue if the
free world accepts the fait accompli.”

UDT believes that Indonesian colonialism is much
worse than Portuguese colonialism ever was. Unlike
Indonesia, Portugal has repeatedly pointed out that it
does not have territorial ambitions over East Timor.

The UDT .and Fretilin, he said, had reached an
agreement of equal footing and cooperation, and
Indonesia should now consider seriously the necessity
of a dialogue on an equal footing with the National
Convergence set up by UDT and Fretilin.

Rul Quartin-Santos, representing the Portuguese
government, listed recent international actions on
East Timor’s behalf:

* The UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimi-
nation and Protection of Minorities decision of Sep-
tember 1987 on new human rights allegations, later
endorsed by the UN Human Rights Commission in
February 1988.

* The EEC-ACP, with members from 78 countries from
Africa, the Caribbean, the Pacific and Europe adopted
a resolution in October 1987, upholding East Timor’s
right to self-determination.

* The Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting in October
1987 adopted a resolution inviting all the parties
concerned to reach a settlement in accordance with
the principle of self-determination.

* At the UN Human Rights Commission in March 1988,
several governments and NGOs drew attention to
abuses in East Timor, He mentioned in particular the
statement of Cristiano Costa, who recently left East

Timor, whose statement at the UN Human Rights
Commission was circulated at the UN by Portugal.

* The Pope referred to East Timor when receiving the
credentialg of the new Indonesian ambassador.

% For the first time in March 1988, the Twelve EEC
had agreed a common position on East Timor, support-
ing negotiations between Indonesia and Portugal to
achieve an internationally-acceptable solution ensur-
ing the Timorese people their rights and cultural
identity.

* The (draft) resolution of the European Parliament
adopted in March,

Kozabura Yamada, for the Japanese Dietmen’s Forum
on East Timor, referred first to last year's petitioner,
a Japanese ex-serviceman who was part of the Japan-
ese occupation forces in East Timor during the Pacific
War. He himself fought elsewhere in the Japanese
army for six years without realising what sort of war
it was. Those who wage wars of invasion, he said,
carry out information control and oppression of
dissidents. "They encourage brutality against the
enemy and change the character of persons.”

He told the Committee that the 74 members of the
Dietmen’s Forum had agreed to join the new organisa-
tion, Parliamentarians for East Timor and intend to
augment those working for the East Timor cause by
taking full advantage of this new framework.

"Between Japan and Indonesia, the economic relation
is close. Indonesia is the largest recipient of aid from
Japan. But our government has never told her friend
Indonesia that she should stop the invasion of East
Timor. So we pledge to do our best to encourage the
Japanese government to be strong and sincere enough
to demand (that) its close friend, Indonesia, (has) the
will to make peace." Referring to PM Takeshita's
pledge at the UN Special Session on Disarmament to
contribute to world peace, he said: "If Japan really
wants to make a contribution towards world peace, it
has to give top priority to the East Timorese cause."‘,

Jakarta puts pressure on UN experts

In a report on the proceedings of the August 1988
meeting of the UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, the
International Commission of Jurists said that the most
heated discussions on human rights violations took
place regarding Iraq and East Timor.

"The situation in East Timor was the focus of
interventions by Portugal and Angola. Portugal noted
that Indonesia had failed to comply with the request
made by the Sub-Commission resolution 1987/13 to
allow unrestricted access and facilities to human-
itarian organisations and instead had ’established a
veritable barricade around East Timor’. A draft
resolution reiterated this request and called on
Indonesia to observe the human rights of the people
of East Timor. Despite ample evidence of continuing
gross violations of human rights in East Timor, a
strong lobbying effort by Indonesia resulted in the 10
(for), 9 (against) and 5 (abstentions) passage of a
motion to take no action on the resolution.”

Regarding the nature of Indonesian lobbying, the
ICJ commented:

"While some experts including William Treat (USA)
complained of being harassed by NGOs in support of
particular resolutions, only expert Asbjérn Eide

(Norway) raised the more troubling question of
government pressure on experts. The People’s
Republic of China (concerning Tibet), Indonesia
(concerning East Timor) and Iraq were each reported
to have contacted governments asking them to put
pressure on their supposedly independent experts. In
the case of Indonesia, for example, two experts not
only withdrew their names as co-sponsors of a
resolution on East Timor, but voted in favour of a

motion not to consider the resolution.”" [See
International Commission of Jurists, The Review, No
41, December 1988, pages 30-31 and 34-35.) »
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Vatican cannot do that". But the Pro Nuncio has asked
Mgr Belo to participate in the activities of the In-
donesian Bishops’ Conference and to apply its deci-
sions in the diocese of Dili.

Vatican deviousness can best be seen in the recent
installation of Mgr Belo as Bishop. Those not familiar
with church practices will not be aware of the dif-
ference between a titular bishop and a Resident
Bishop. Belo became Titular Bishop of Loreum, a place
somewhere in Italy, while the position of Resident
Bishop of Dili remains vacant. This keeps all sides
happy; the Indonesians are content because the Dili
diocese is now run by a bishop and the Portuguese
Church is satisfied because the Vatican avoided
appointing a resident bishop for Dili until a just
solution of the question of East Timor has been found.

ARMY SETS A TRAP

In July 1988 Father Locatelli, Joaquim Guterres,
'Ernesto’, a link with the Resistance, and Aleixo
Ximenes, head of the Baucau Regional Assembly, were
scheduled to meet the resistance, including Xanana
Gusmao. But what was the purpose of the encounter?

How did the Indonesian army get to know about it in
advance? As it turns out, an Indonesian platoon
accompanied the four under the pretext of safeguard-
ing their safety. When the guerrillas approached the
Locatelli team, the red-beret platoon surrounded
them. Fortunately, Xanana had stayed behind with
reserve troops. It was now the turn for the guerrillas
to surround the Indonesian military. A fight started
and all the Indonesian soldiers were killed. Joaquim
Gutteres and 'Ernesto’ were later taken prisoner by
officers from the Baucau garrison and subsequently
taken to Dili for interrogation (and torture) at Koops-
kam, the special military command. Father Locatelli
was later also taken to Dili and interrogated. Aleixo
Ximenes is reported to have fled, taking refuge at
Mgr Belo’s home.

These incidents explain why relations between the
resistance and leading members of the church have
become strained, although it may be that, in this
particular case, Locatelli was more or less a hostage
of the Indonesians. The Vatican and leading members
of the Catholic Church in East Timor need to be called
to account for the way they have ignored the aspira-
tions of the East Timorese people. »

BOOK REVIEW

Keith Foulcher, Social Commitment in Literature and
the Arts: The Indonesian ’Institute of People’s
1950-1965, Centre of South East Asian

Culture,’
Studies, Monash University, 1986,

The Institute of People’s Culture [Lembaga
Kebudayaan Rakyat] or Lekra as it was known, was
one of the many mass organisations smashed in 1965,
along with the Indonesian Communist Party, Outlawed
by the army as soon as General Suharto seized power,
many of its members were thrown into jall,
disappeared or were killed in the slaughter unleashed
in October 1965.

Those who survived have not been able to resume
cultural work because of continuing persecution.
Pramoedya Ananta Toer is just one of the better
known of these silenced victims of persecution.

Keith Foulcher’s study of the evolution of Lekra is,
to my knowledge, the only attempt to Ilook
sympathetically at one of the organisations destroyed
with such ferocity when Suharto came to power. The
value of this study goes beyond what it says about
Lekra; it provides insights into the conflicts that
polarised political life in the decade preceding the
calamitous events of October 1965,

The leftwing tradition in Indonesian literature
represented by Lekra has been pilloried and
caricatured by those who gained the ascendancy in
the world of culture under military rule. Those in
whose hands the history of modern Indonesian
literature has till now rested, the Dutch linguist and
critic, A. Teeuw, and his Indonesian disciple, H.B.
Jasin, have shown nothing but contempt for Lekra,
seeing it as being "ideologically motivated" and hence
losing "its last vestige of credibility or conviction as
an artistic creed". Foulcher sets out to correct this
view, arguing that there can be no justification for
treating ‘literature’ and ‘ideology’ as discrete
categories.

A problem he addresses is Lekra’s focus on the
socially-committed content of artistic works while

CENTRE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES
MONASH UNIVERSITY

SOCIAL CO»!VIMITMENT
LITERATURE

AND THE

~ ARTS

The Indonesian
“Institute of People’s Culture” 1950-1965

KEITH FOULCHER

failing to develop its own ideas about the kind of
aesthetics which would have best served the
literature it sought to promote.

FLoURISHING UNDER GUIDED DEMOCRACY

The most productive years of Lekra’'s existance were
undoubtedly the years of Guided Democracy (1959-
1965) which created a climate conducive to its
interests. There was a flowering of arts in the
regions, and many regional folk-drama groups joined
the organisation. Lekra however was biassed in
favour of the unitary ideology and did not promote
literature in regional languages, believing it was
necessary to build a national culture in order to build
a strong Indonesia.

It championed government policy and attacked
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cultural workers it considered to be out of step,
resulting in a fierce polemic between Lekra writers
and those opposed to the government. Similar
conflicts developed among trade unions, peasant,
youth and student organisations. But it is only the
conflict that flared up in the cultural field that still
reverberates. This is primarily because Pramoedya,
himself a leading protagonist in that polemic, has
succeeded, despite the difficulties he faces as a
former prisoner, in re-appraising the roots of radical,
modern Indonesian literature, and challenging the
standard version.

International recognition of Pramoedya's prolific
writings since his release has aggrieved many former
rivals and provoked them into pursuing him
relentlessly, trying to discredit him for his
contributions to the pre-1865 polemic. That polemic
has therefore been a focus of much attention recently.

Although Lekra championed government policy, it
was itself a target of military repression, giving the
lie to the claim that it was somehow responsible for
the difficulties its opponents faced under Sukarno.
In 1960, Pramoedya spent nine months in prison for
publishing a book in defence of the Chinese minerity.
Writings of many other Lekra poets and playwrights
were banned in 1961 and 1962.

Tue MANIKEBU APFAIR

The polemic culminated in Lekra’s opponents issuing
a statement in 1964 called Manifesto Kebudayaan or
Cultural Manifesto, which became known as
'Manikebu’. They acclaimed universal humanism to be
their guiding principle and rejected Lekra’s political
commitment, but Foulcher sees through the strategy
and suggests that, behind this 'universalist’ creed,
Manikebu was a covert move by the army to confront
Lekra.

Foulcher's suspicion of army involvement has
recently been confirmed by Goenawan Muhamad, a
Manikebu signatory and now editor of Tempo. In a
recent essay he set out to defend the anti-Lekra
campaign, levelling many allegations against the
banned organisation, while knowing full well that no
Lekra member in Indonesia could ever reply.

After condemning the persecution of those, like
himself, who were regarded as counter-revolutionaries
under Guided Democracy, Goenawan wrote: "It must
now be admitted that this repression can hardly be
compared with that suffered by pro-communist
writers and intellectuals after the PKI was violently
and bloodily destroyed in 1965." Yet, he adds that
Manikebu "had no illusions about what their fate
might have been had the PKI come to power". How
does one compare the evils committed by Suharto with
assumptions about 'what might have happened’?

Goenawan frankly acknowledges the army’s role in
the anti-Lekra offensive. The meeting at which
Manikebu was first discussed was attended by
someone certainly not a writer, from Soksi, an army-
sponsored organisation. He also says that the leading
Manikebu signatory, Wiratmo Soekito, worked for the
army’s secret service, and when Manikebu supporters
held a writers’ conference in 1964, the facilities were
all provided by the army.*

A FLAWED ASSESSMENT

Foulcher draws attention to the PKI's increasingly
interventionist role in Lekra affairs which included
moving towards a policy of subjecting the works of
Lekra writers to criteria established by the party.
He suggests that such intervention had begun to sow

the seeds of conflict between the PKI and Lekra, but
before this could flare up, both had fallen victim to
a diabolical bloodbath.

He criticises Lekra for failing to assess correctly
the strength of its political opponents. "The ideology
and practice set in motion after 1955 and especially
Lekra's identification with the state after 1959,
brought it to a politice of confrontation before
objective conditions could ensure ultimate success,
whatever the outward signs of confidence and
bravado . Enemies could be isolated and humiliated
but the nature of political power in pre-1865
Indonesia meant that they were not thereby made
powerless. They retained links with sources of actual
power and now had good cause to harbour their own
vendettas." [page 128].

Foulcher has included, in their Indonesian origin
and in English translation, a number of poems and
short stories by Lekra writers, some of which deserve
recognition as classics of Indonesian literature.

Carmel Budiardjo

* Goenawan Muhamad, Peristiwa ’‘Manikebu’:
Kesusastraan Indonesia dan Politik di Tahun 1960-an"”
(The ’'Manikebu Affair: Indonesian Literature and
Politics in the 19608) in Tempo, May 1988.
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Black Brothers in Australia

The five members of the Black Brothers pop group
who were arrested in Vanuatu on 14 June 1988 for an
alleged breach of the country’s immigration laws have
been allowed to go to Australia. They arrived in
Australia on 11 November, and their families followed
a few days later. The 18 strong group is now being
housed in Canberra by the Melanesian Solidarity/NFIP
(Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific) network. All
have been given temporary residence permits valid
for 6 months, and have applied for refugee status.

They plan to resume their activities as a pop group
and a major concert is planned for April this year.
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