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Kucalyptus planting in West Papua
threatens tribal people

Tribal people in Merauke, West Papua face g new threat
from a foreign investment project for a huge eucalyptus
plantation in Merauke, West Papua. The Indonesian
Investment Board (B K PM) has approved the project, worth
$653.8 million, which will finance eucalyptus planting
and the construction of a pulp and paper factory.
[Jakarta Post, 27 October]

The investment is being made by the Scott Paper
Company in Philadelphia, working in collaboration with
P.T. Astra, Indonesia's second largest corporation,
which has subsidiaries in almost every line of business
fram automobiles to timber concessions and agribusiness.

The project, to be run by a venture called P.T Astra-
Scott Cellulosa, plans to use 200,000 hectares of land
in Meraske which can only mean the dispossession of
tribal lands at present the home of the Marind, Yei and
Kanum people.

A feasibility study for the project was carried cut by
the Canadian company, Lavalin  International (we
previously wrongly identified Lavalin as a US company),
together with the forestry department of Gajah Mada
University in Jogjakarta.

Ecological devastation

Third World campaign against the
eucalyptus

The comnversion of such a huge area of land into
eucalyptus plantations will not only uproot the present
inhabitants, already badly affected by the expropriation
of much of their land for transmigration sites. It will
also wreak devastation by turning a region with a varied
vegetation that provides tribal people with  their
proteing and hunting grounds, into a monocultural
project, forcing people to change their way of life. The
present vegetation consists of sago palm, eucalyptus
stands and other plants which flourish in, and provide
the maisture for, the swamps that are the source of
three local rivers. If the natural vegetation is
removed, the rivers could dry up, further aggravating
the water shortage that has already caused such havoc
for the existing transmigration sites.

The existing vegetation has religious significance for
the inhabitants. Moreover, it is feared that unwanted
species would be removed with Dioxin, a chemical which
has been used by the company elsewhere. This is known to
cause leukemia, liver and lung diseases, birth defects
and miscarriages in laboratory animals.

The adverse social and ecological impact of large-
scale eucalyptus planting is the focus of a campaign
launched in September by the Third World Network in
Malaysia. It highlights a number of hazards: excessive
absorption of water inhibiting other plant growth, loss
of nutrients in the soil, the spread of toxicity and the
threat of desertification. The Network's Urgent Action,
based ongrassrocts protests against eucalyptus planting
in Thailand and India, is directed at the World Bank
which, together with the UK's Overseas Development
Administration, is funding eucalyptus planting in many
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EASTTIMOR I

‘Timor Gap’ petro eum
share-out agreed

Canberra and Jakarta have reached an interim agreement
to set up a 'zone of cooperation' in the sea between
Australla and East Timor, the so-called Timor Gap, which
will enable petroleum companies in Australia and
Indonesia to go ahead with exploration and exploitation
of off-shore oil reserves thought to contain up to a
billion barrels of oil.

The interim agreement is the first contribution
towards improving relations between the two countries by
Australia's new Foreign Minister, Senator Gareth Evans.
Prior to his present job, Gareth Evans was the Minister
for Resources and Energy.

The agreement prompted a rebuke from the Portuguese
Government, describing it as "a blatant and serious
breach of international law” because Indonesia's
unilateral annexation of East Timor has not been
recognised by the international community. Moreover,
efforts are proceeding at the UN "with the aim of
guaranteeing the Timorese people their legitimate right
to self-determination according to the UN Charter”.

The interim agreement has been welcomed by petroleum
interests in Australia who forecast that if the reserves
are as bounteous as currently expected, they will
"significantly slow down the decline in Australian
petroleum reserves" [The Age, 6 September].

The agreement has been reached after nine years of
negotiations. The eagerness of Australian oil companies
to clear the way for exploiting the Timor Gap has been
the primary factor in Canberra's decision, under both
Liberal ari Labour govermments, to recognise Indonesia's
illegal annexation of East Timor.
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I ZONE OF CO-OPERATION

It is interim in nature because the two countries have
not yet agreed on a permanent seabed boundary in the
stretch of sea south of East Timor. The agreement
divides the potentially-rich area into three zones. Zone
A, the area thought most likely to contain oil, will be
jointly worked, with a 50:50 share of the profits. Zone
B will be governed by Australia, with 16 per centof net
revenues going to Indonesia. Zone C will be govemed by
Indonesia, with 10 per cent of company tax revenue
passing to Australia. e d

L S p—

Portugal condemns Indonesia at UN

In Portual's strongest denunciation yet at the United
Nations, the Foreign Minister, Joao de Deus Pinheiro,
speaking at the General Assembly on 5 October, rejected
Indonesia's occupation of East Timor and called for
self-determination for its people.

"No circumstances whatscever can legitimise the

ruthless way in which repression was waged in the
territory, with an intolerable price in human lives and
suffering". He regretted the flagrant violation of the
principle of self-determination by a country which was
equally subject to colonialism.

"It is 13 years since the non-self-governing territory
of East Timor under Portuguese administration saw its
precess of decalonisation interrupted and was invaded b
a powerful neighbour." :

“"Portugal does not reject its share in responsibility
for the difficulties and troubles which affected that
process in its beginnings, but we cannot accept that
such events legitimise the invasion and occupation by
Indonesia and the subsequent denial of the fundamental
rights and freedom of its people.

In conclusion, he said: "East Timor is for us a moral,
historical and legal responsibility. We cannct ignore
the drama of EastTimor unless we become accomplices of

an intolerable policy of fait accompli, imposed by
force.”

General Assembly again postpones resolution

For the sixth year running, the General Assembly
decided in October not to discuss a resolution on East
Timor. The last timea resolution was tabled was in 1982
when the General Assembly agreed by 50 votes o 46 to
ask the Secretary-General to “initiate consultations
with all parties directly concerned, with a view to
exploring avenues for -achieving a ocomprehensive
settlement of the problem”,

The stated reason for the postponement was that
negotiations are under way at the UN between Portugal
and Indonesia regarding a possible visit to East Timor
by a mission of parliamentarians from Portugal. 3%

* Note to readers %
Due to lack of space, we are unable to summarise more
petitions to the UN Decolonisation Committee in August.
We hope to continue the series in the next issue.
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POLITICS

Bulwark against the PKI

Army spokesmen have been at pains to stress, in the
past few months, that Golkar was set up in the early
1960s for the sole purpose of countering the PKI. The
constant harping on this theme can only mean that many
in army circles believe that Golkar, under Sudharmono,
has been infiltrated by pro-PK1 elements. Indeed, in the
months preceeding the congress, Golkar faced a number of
damaging revelations with the unearthing of alleged ex-
PKI members or sympathisers among the upper crust of
functicnaries. Efforts to discredit Golkar went so far
as to'include a chorus of charges about Sudharmono's own
early flirtation with pro-communist organisations. The
charge, made obliquely over and over again, that he was
a 'pinko’, referring apparently to a peried in his youth
when he was a member of the PKI's youth organisation
Pesindo, became s0 persistent that he took the
unprecedented step, shortly before the congress, of
calling a press conference to deny this.

Bereft of his Golkar job, Sudharmono, so recently seen
as one of the regime's most powerful figures, is now
being compared to the former vice-president, retired
general, Umar Wirahadikusunah, who was never more than a
decoration. In Jakarts, this is being called the 'Umar-
isation' of Sudharmono. Many Sudharmano loyalists have
also been removed from Golkar's central board,
strengthening the A component, and reversing the trend
which Sudharmono introduced, the so-called
civilianisation of Golkar.

The significance of Wahono's
appointment

There are several conclusions that can be drawn from
Wahono's appointment as General Chairman. First, it is
thought likely that he will take over as vice-president
during Subarto's next term, 1993-98, a formality that
means replacing one Suharto loyalist by another. Neither
Sudharmono nor Wahano possess any power base within the
armed forces and have displayed no particular ambitions,
other than serving Suharto loyally. It appears that the
option of using the vice-presidency as the stepping-

stone to the presidency has been put back until tl'fe next
century, assuming Suharto lives that long and is not
ousted in the meantime. ]

At 63, Wahono is older than Sudharmono and is an
unlikely crown prince. Yet, unnamed generals are now
being quoted as saying that, should Suharto be ungble to
complete his present term (call it the 'slip-in-the-
bathroom' scenario), Wahono will be the only acceptable
replacement, not Sudharmono, even though he is,
according to the Constitution, first in line.

There are no signs at present that Suharto is
preparing a younger mai in the army as his successor.
Like Franco in Spain and the Ceausescu dynasty in
Romania, Suharto and his extended family have become so
intertwined with state economic interests that when he
steps down or dies, he will need to be sure that his
successor protects the family's corporate wealth.
Developments following thé ousting of Marcos and Chun
Doo-hwan can only have reinforced Suharto's conviction
that the only safe successor would be somebody from his
family.

None of his three sons entered the army and are all
successful businessmen Only his san-in-law, Lieutenant-
Colonel Prabowo, the son of Professor Sumitro
Djojohadikusumo, is following a military career. He is
currently head of the private palace guard, and as such,
is certainly being groomed by Suharto for more important
things. He is in his late thirties, too young by East
Asian standards to be plunged into politics. If, as some
people believe, Prabowo is the chosen crown prince, it
could be another ten years before positive moves in that
directian are taken, always assuming that nothing else
happens in between.

Re-registration of former political prisoners

The Indonesian press continues to report the on-going
re-registration of former political prisoners, with
figures being published over and over again about the
number of people in the different categories. Some of
these reports suggest that Golkar and the armed forces
are vying with each other to warn local officials that
they are not doing encugh to control communist suspects.

Parliamentarians who have visited the regions have
criticised local administrations for their inadequacies
inkeeping tabs on ex-prisoners. The Golkar members of
Commission TI complained, for instance, that 5,000
members of banned organisations recorded in the district
of Pati in 1977 were no longer recorded in 1982, and a
similar number "almost disappeare@' in Boyolali. Ancther
complaint was that former prisoners in Central Java were
issued travel passes without recording the destination.

Elsewhere, they were issued identity cards improperly,

The MPs also reported. apathy among people living in
the neighbourhood of ex-prisoners, particularly in the
larger cities. There was lack of awareness of the need
to encourage people to control former. political
prisoners living in their midst.

Thearmed forces group complained of weak supervision
of ex-prisoners in Jakarta as a result of their "high
degree of mobility", their efforts to cover their tracks
and obtain new identity cards, while neighbourhood
associations were insufficiently aware of the need to
keep theex-priscnersunder control. [Suara Pembaruan, 6
September] ,

Reports like this reveal that there has been no let-up
inthe campaign to keep up the pressure on ex-prisoners
and anyone suspected of former communist sympathiesd¢
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More executions

Two more prisoners who were sentenced to death twenty
years ago for their involvement in the events of October
1965 have been executed. The executions took place near
Jakarta on the night of 15 October. As with previous
executions, there was no official announcement, nor
would the authorities confirm or deny reports that the
executions had taken place. But after protests in
Holland, the executions were reported in two Jakarta
weeklies, Tempo and Editor.

The two men are:

Sukardjo sixty-one years old, and

Gijadi Wignyosuharjo, sixty years old.

They were both members of the Cakrabirawa Palace Guard
at the time of their arrest. Sukardjo was arrested on 5
October 1965. He was eventually tried by the Jakarta
Military Tribunal in March 1969 and found gquilty of the
murder of Major-General Pandjaitan, one of six generals
kidnapped and murdered on 1 October 1965.

Giyadi was arrestedon4 October 1965 and sentenced in
April 1968 for "having pulled the trigger” on General
Yani on 1 October.

They are the first to be executed of eight members of
the Palace Guard who were sentenced to death. Their
executions place the lives of the other six men in
extreme danger.

In Indonesia, the executions were condemned by H.J.C
Princer, chair of the League for the Defence of Human
Rights: "Executing a death sentence so long after the
verdict is a violation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, Article 5 of which prohibits cruel,
degrading and inhuman treatment. To live for so long in
uncertainty is an exceptionally inhuman form of
torture,” he said.

Amnesty International has writken to President Suharto
deploring the executions and expressing concern for the
safety of all those still under sentence of death.

Jakarta tries to explain

EEC states call for no more executions

The 12 member states of the European Community took
joint action against the executions. Replying to a
letter from TAPOL sent as soon as news of the
executions had been received, the Foreign Office wrote:

"We too were alarmed to hear about the executions of
Sukardjo and Wignjosuhardjo. The Twelve countries of the
E L have made a new demarche, voicing their deep regret
and disappointment at the executions and appealing to
the Indonesian authorities to abstain from further
executians on humanitarian grounds.” ’

Left to rightz Liem S.L., TAPOL, 5. Diredja, for
Indonesian refugees, and W. Jurg, Dutch Indonesia
Committee, showing the list of death-sentence prisoners,
at a press conference. [De Waarheid, 27 October 1988]

The two executions took place two weeks before Ruud
Lubbers, the Dutch Prime Minister, went on an official
visit to Indonesia. As a result of widespread protest in
Holland and of many questions in Parliament, Lubbers was
forced to agree to protest about the executions during
his visit to Indonesia.

The many judicial murders perpetrated by Jakarta in
the past four years have aroused strong feelings in
Holland ever since Mohamad Munir, the trade union
leader, was executed in May 1985 after more than a
decade without any executions taking place. In 1980, the
Dutch Foreign Minister, van der Klauw, was given an
assurance by the Indonesian government that no further
executions would take place. At the time, the lawyer
Buyung Nasution warned against giving credence to any
such assurance, as long as the death sentences had not
been commutted. His words of caution have been
completely vindicated.

One view widely held in Holland is that Jakarta
carried out the latest executions just before the
Lubbers visit in order to show its contempt for
intemational opinion. In any case, Suharto had every
reasan to be sure that the Dutch government would not
allow the politically-motivated murder of two men to
stand in the way of expanding Dutch commercial and
investment interests in Indonesia.

Nevertheless, it was the campaign in the Netherlands
that forced government leaders to speak publicly about
the executions. There were even attempts to make the

long delay sound like an act of humanity, not a cruel . -

act of executing men who had spent most of their adult
lives in prison.

Inhis meeting with Prime Minister Lubbers, President
Suharto said that the two men had been given a long time
to live "in order to give them a chance to show an
expression of regret. They were executed because they

sl
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?;%8 r]xot regret their deeds." [Jakarta Post, 1 November
But Foreign Minister Ali Alatas had a different
explanation. According to him, the executions were
delayed because the appeals procedure is time-consuming
and Indonesia does not have enough judges and court
officials to hardle cases quickly. "To describe this as
a major human rights problem, to call it shocking (the
word used publicly by Prime Minister Lubbers) and
inhuman is a bit far-fetched. It is all the work of some
so-called human rights NGOs, whipping up an anti-
Indonesia campaign." Asked whether it was not too much
for the men to have waited more than twenty years on
death row for their clemency plea to be answered, Alatas
said: "It wasn't only the clemency plea. More evidence
was needed from the men in cother cases, some of them
very far from Jakarta, in Medan, Bali and Sulawesi."
(Interview on AVRO television 2 November]

As for the Indonesian ambassador in The Hague, he
tried toput a brave face on itz "The govermment behaved
very humanely indeed by waiting twenty years before
carrying out the death sentence.” [ Editor; 29 October]

Twe Muslims also executed?

According to Amnesty International, two Muslim death
sentence prisoner may also have been executed. One is
Abdullah Umar, 39 years old, who was given a life
sentence in February 1985; the sentence was later
changed to death, on appeal by the prosecutor. The other
is Bambang Sispoyo, also 39 years old, who was sentenced
to death in June 1985. ,

Amnesty believes that Abdullah Umar may have been
executed in April this year and Baimbang Sispoyo may have
been executed in June or July. Both men were being held
at Nusakembangan Prison Island, in Central Java. [AI
document, ASA 21/17/88]

Regarding these two cases, the Foreign Office wrote in
its letter to TAPQL: "The Indonesians have not yet
confirmed the executions of Abdullah Umar and Bambang
Sispoyo, although it is generally believed that these
did take place about two months ago. We have asked our
Embassy to seek further information urgently."

Eleven men still await their fate

Following the deaths in prison during the past year of
Raswad and Suwandi, who had both been under sentence of
death for many years, there remain eleven men under
sentence of death, all of whom have been in prison for
very many years. Four were leading members of the
Communist Party (PKI); six were members of the
Cakrabirawa Palace Guard and the seventh was in the air
force. They are:

* Ruslan Wijayasastra, 71, a member of the PKI Central
Committee and a leader of the Peasants' Union (BTI).
Arrested in February 1969 and sentenced in April 1972.

* Sukatng 60, chair of the PRI's youth organisation,
Pemuda Rakyat and on the PKXI Central Committee. Arrested
in July 1968 and sentenced in March 1971.

* Iskandar Subekti, 67, a member of the PKI Central

Committee and of its foreign affairs department.
Arrested in February 1969 and sentenced in March 1971,

*Asep Suryaman, 62, a member of the PKI's 'special
bureau', alleged to have been an intelligence unit which
infiltrated the army. Arrested in September 1971 and
sentenced in 1975.

* Satar Suryanto, 57, Cakrabirawa. Arrested in October
1965 and sentenced in April 1971.

* I Bungkus, 61, Cakrabirawa. Arrested in October 1965
and sentenced in July 1971.

% Surono, 60, Cakrabirawa. Arrested in October 1965 and
sentenced in October 1970.

* Athanasing Buang, 49, Cakrabirawa. Arrested in October
1965 and sentenced in November 1969.

* Simon Petrus Soleiman, 60, Cakrabirawa. Arrested in
October 1965 and sentenced in November 1969.
* Norbertus Rohayan, 49, Cakrabirawa. Arrested in
October 1965 and sentenced in November 1969.

* Marsudi, 53, a.sergeant—major in the air force. Date
of arrest not known, probably late 1965. Sentenced in
1976. %

Continued from page 24

in from Java.

According to official figures, at . least 40,000
transmigrants from Java were re-settled in the Moluccas
from 1979 to 1985 but the figure is probably much
higher. In May this year, Moluccan villagers were said
to have been respasible for the deaths of nine Javanese
transmigrants in Riring, Ceram, following a land
dispute.

Names of the detainees

Several of those arrested are thought to be leaders of
the old RMS movement. They are: Michel Wattimena, 67, a
former chairmancof the RMS; Simon Werinussa, arrested in
Kariu, Haruku Island, as well as his two sons, Luis, a
policeman, and Butje, a lawyer; John Toumahy alleged
vice—chairman of the RMS and secondary school teacher;
and Jurms Pasanea, 60, who was sentenced to 14 years
imprisonment in the 1970s on RMS-related charges. Along
with Pasanea, David Kaiheng 58, and his two sons,
Martin, 32, and-Samuel, 28, were also arrested. One of
the detainees, Pieter Nassarany, 34, a secondary~school
teacher from Piruon Ceram Island, was apparently on his
way to Holland when arrested by the military police in
Ambon on 13 July. It
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broadly, 'ex~-PKI' people, were based on a Kopkamtib
decree requiring all persons applying for jobs in the
governnient sector or in 'vital' private enterprises to
have 'non-involvement certificates’ confirming that they
werenot involved in the alleged 1965 ‘coup attempt’ nor

Tempo, 12 November 1988

were they-{alleged) members of the now~banned PKI or
associated organisations.

Modifications in the 'non-involvement certificate’
requlations were introduced in 1975, and in 1976, a
govemment regulation stipulated that only persons never
involved in movements in opposition to Pancasila and the
1945 Constitution could become civil servants.

According to a regulation introduced in January 1980,
‘non-involvement certificates' were no loriger required
for persons who were under 12 years of age in 1965, it
being recognised that they "were too young to know
anything" at the time. These modifications “did not
lessen the need to carry out ‘mental and ideological'
screening of anyone applying for jobs with the
government or in the ‘vital' private sector,” said
Sudomo.

In June 1982, Kopkamtib issued an Implementary
Instruction [Petunjuk Pelak sanaan] which stated that the
screening of applicants for jobs in the state sector
should "include an assessment of the applicant with
reqrd to-environment (lingkungan) concerning personal
identity and family background, including place of
residence and social 1inks". Sudomo has now speltout in
detail the nature of this family background assessmert:

"This assessment includes, amorig others, the family
environment, siblings, dominant or very Influential
relations influencing the person's outlook, behaviour
and mental-ideclogical attitude as the result of family
ties, feelings of gratitude, intimacy, similarity of
asplirations andoutlonk, and so on. Included in dominant
relations are; parents’ ties with their children,
parents-in-law's ties with their sons or daughters-in-
law, grandparents with grandchildrep whom they have
brought up, uncles, aunts, older brothers or sisters who
paid for the person’s education, anyone who supported
the person for a reasonably long period of time; wives
with husbands and the reverse; the specific nature of
the persan's social surroundings which may have coloured
the persons's attitude.

"This 15 what sub sequently became popularly known as
‘bersih-lingkungan' and ‘bersih-diri‘, although these
terms were not used in the 1982 document."

Sudomo recognised the need for these implementary
instructions to be "revitalised’, and has since promised
that new regulations regarding ‘bersih-dirl’ and
‘bersih-lingkungan®' will soon be issued. For members of
the armed forces, a totally 'clean' family background
will continue to be unconditional, he said. But for

HUMAN RIGHTS ‘

those in government service or seeking jobs with the
government, screening of the family background would
continue to be the same as for the armed forces although
there would now be greater emphasis on the person’s own
character. Each case would be considered on its merits.

This screening also applies to anyone presently
working in, or applying for jobs in, state enterprises,
anyone in the teaching profession, the political parties
and Golkar (not clear whether he means functionaries or
members as well), the press, puppeteers (dalang),
village heads, legal aid bureaus and the clergy.

To avoid unnecessary public recriminations, he asked
members of the public to report "suspicious or umsual”
family ties of present or aspiring yovernment employees
to the authorities so that they could be "properly
investigated'.

"Once a communist...”

A few weeks after making this statement, Sudomo denied
that the modifications in the screening process which
would soon be introduced meant that the government is
“getting soft” on communists. "Even though they have
spent time in prison, their ideoclogy is unchanged.”
National vigilance continues to be essential.... The
government's attitude towards PKI remnants has never
changed. "If they were involved, they were involved and
there's an end to it!" The names of people involved in
the PKI novement, he said, would never be erased till
their dying day. [Suara Karya, 1 October]

The press has meanwhile been full of reports about the
on~going witch~hunt.

* Information Minister Harmoko has been the most
vociferous, saying on many occasions that no-one from
the PKI riay work inthe press. "The government will act
without hesitation, revoking the publishing licence of

-
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NEWBOOKS - '

Pramoedya’s Rumah Kaca (The Glass House)

An essay by Basuki Resobowo

The last book in the quartet written by Pramoedya Ananta
Toer while he was a prisoner on Buru island has now been
published... and banned. A few copies have reached the
outside world, like drops in the ocean, not enough to
create a storm, tO cause heated discussion.

I am one of the lucky ones to have a copy and I want
to tell others about it. But I don't want to write a
book review because I am very subjective about the bock.
I'd rather call this an essay.

The four historical novels Pramoedya wrote while
exiled to Buru were published after he was let out (not
freed). The first three books, This Earth of Mankind, A
Child of A1l Nations, and Footsteps, were all banned
soon after appearing in print. -[As yet, only the first
two have appeared in English translation.}

This last book goes over the events covered in the
first three. They were a trilogy of novels, while Rumah
Kaca Is more like a history of the Indonesian people's
movement: and the growth of national consciousness. It's
a pity Indonesians are not being allowed to read this
book on Indonesian history, '

*Primitive Pitung' and
"Modern Pitung’

Pramoedya starts by talking about people who reacted
spontaneously to the brutalities and repression of the
Dutch colonialists and the European and Chinese
landlords. They acted without any organisation. One such
persan was an activist in West Java, Si Pitung. The
Dutch colonialists regarded unruly people like Pitung as
primitive becaise they had no concept of organisation,
This was the opinion of the General Secretariat
[Algemeene Secretarie], the special section, whose task
it was toinform and advise the Governor-General. R.M.
Minke, the man who fourded an organisation to guide this
movement, the central figure in Pramoedya's quarter, is
called the 'Modern Si Pitung'.

People like Si Pitung had been marginalised by society
and became outcasts, infuriated by the conditions
created by foreigners in positions of power. Wasn't
theirs an intuitive sense of nationhood? People like Si
Pitung were idolised by the common people who flocked to
lenong theatres when plays about Si Pitung were
performed. This forced the police burea in Betawi (as
Jakarta was then called) to setup a special department
to produce lenong plays preaching loyalty to the all-
powerful colonial government.

I like the way Pranocedya uses Si Pitung as the symbol
of resistance to injustice, and-later refers to Minke,
the main character, as the Modern Si Pitung because he
shaped this resistance into an organisation.

Pramoedya is a great story-teller with a masterly
control ¢f language. But sometimes, he gets so carried
away by the story he is telling that he takes three
pages to say what could be said in half a page. It
reminds me of Emil Zola. The stories are long but the
interest never flags. Pramoedya's fantasy is firmly

counded in the lives of people. He has no place for
abstractions. He doesn't make anything up.

SEBUAH ROMAN SEJARAH

RUMAR
KACA

PRAMOEDYA
ANANTA TOER

& 11ASIA MIA
ME penerbil baku bearmmtu

Rumah Kaca is the story of the special section of the
Governor-General's office, whose job it is to monitor
developments of the people's movement and the activities
of its leaders. Reports from all parts of the country
are studied and analysed. In this way, it examines
everything going on in the Dutch East Indies. It is as
if we are on the outside, looking into a glasshouse,
hence the book’s title. Having read this book which goes
over the same ground as the first three,. I note that the
three novels gave an account of the history of the
Indonesian people's movement from 1911, the beginnings
of natimal conscicusness (when Sarekat Dagang Islan, or
the Muslin Traders League turned itto Sarekat Islam, the
Muslim League) up to the death of Minke in 1918.

The story in the first three books is not unlike the
stories -in many belle~lettres written in the Dutch
colonial exa, like Nyai Dasima and Melati van Agam. An
Indonesian woman kept as a oconcubine by a Dutchman
develops into a woman of great ability and strength and
eventually rebels against her life in a gilded cage.
These are romamntic, exotic stories but Pramoedya's
literary skills are far more powerful and expressive
than those belle-lettre writers.

Things changed for the Dutch after 1918. They needed
to educate Indonesians for a new era of colonial
exploitation; so they began to apply their ‘ethical
policy'. This included setting up the Volksraad
(People’s Council) in 1919 which included six Indonesian
collaborators from cpportunistic organisations like Budi
Mulyo, a pseudonym for Budi Utomo, and the Sarekat
Islam. There is a passing reference to Semacen who first
emercgedas a leader at the 1919 national congress of the
Sarekat Islam. Semaoen later became the leader of the
leftwing movement.

Pramoedya throughout writes only about what was going
on; he makes no reference to Marx and Engels, not like
Achdiat K. Mihardja's Atheist which repeatedly quotes
Marx and Engels. It is very annoying to read that book;
the story line is interrupted over and over again
because the author warts to show how much he understands
Marxist theory. By contrast, Pramoedya confines himself
to his characters and the problems that arise during
their lifetime. —n
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Pramoedya's message

Does he have a message to conwey? Yes, indeed, because
an artist is also a thinker. But Pramoedya does not use
his thoughts to egg his readers on. He writes only about
the difficulties of the struggle for emanicipation. One
example of the message he wants to convey is the irony
of a man who is trapped by the comfortable life he
enjoys, having sold himself to the colonial government.
This is an Menadonese called Pangemanann (with two
n's!y), who became a senior official in the special
section of the Govermor-General's office. In the end he
was dismissed because his services as a spy were no
longer needed. The comfortable life he had grown
accustomed to collapsed ard he was haunted by guilt for
the crimes he committed against his own people. His life
ended abruptly, drowned by his own sins.

Is this not a beautiful message for Indonesians who
are today fighting for a better life, a message for them

to stand firm? Everyone who turns traitor will be struck
down by their own sins.

But I was not happy with the ending. Pramoedya ends
his book with a conventional climax, like Nyai Dasima
and other books in the belle-lettre style which usually
ended with the heroine compalining about the injustices
she suffered. In Rumah Kaca, Nyai Sanikem provides the
climax In the closing scene, she is Madame Sanikem Le
Bouog, married to a Frenchman, demanding retribution for
all the sins against her adopted son, R.M. Mirke.

The question for me is, why, for a regine so fond of
banning books, was Achdiat's book, Atheis, full of
quotations from Marx, never banned while Pramoedya's
book which makes not a single reference to Marx and
Engels was banned® Is it because Achdiat can get away
with quoting Marx because he is not a communist, while
Pramoedya stands accused, and has been punished as a
communist though he never quotes a single line from
Marx? Evidently the official verdict is that anything
written by Pramoedya is regarded as a 'latent danger'.

Arrests and torture in the Moluccas

Dozens of people were arrested in the Moluccas in June
and July this year. The most complete list is contained
in an Amnesty International document [ASA 21/14/88]
which names sixteen men and refers also to mass arrests
in several villages.

Amnesty also reported the maltreatment of prisoners,
which detainees' relatives heard about from Moluccan
prison guards. The families were not permitted to visit
the detainees. Two prisoners, Michel Wattimena and John
Souissa, were beaten so severely on their knees that
they were unable to walk. Another was said to have been
beaten with a trucheon studded with nails while a
priscner named Dominggus Pattiwalapia had his nails
pulled cut under interrogation. Some detainees were
locked in a cell with a large snake.

Amnesty fears that two detainess died as the result of
beatings. They are Mr Pattising who was arrested in
Ambon in June, and Mr Corputty, who was arrested in June
by the police in Kairaty, Ceram. The first names of both
men are not known.

Background to the arrests

Many Moluccans still cherish the idea o©of an
independent state. A lthough the Republik Maluku Selatan
South Moluccas Republic) which was proclaimed in April
1950 was violently crushed by the Indonesian army, there
are frequent outbursts in favour of independence.

Although information from the region is difficult to
obtain, occasional visits by Moluccans now living in the
Netherlards has brought to light a prevailing atmosphere
of repression and discontent. Attempts to mark the
anniversary of the proclamation of the RMS by raising
the RMS flag have been the pretext for renewed waves of
repression. This is known to have happened in April 1986
when flag-raising ceremonies took place in several
villages, Aboru and Wasoe on Haruku Island, Ouw on
Saparua Island and Hitu on Ambon Island. On that
occasion, protests were reported throughout the Moluccas
in April and May 1986 and many people were arrested,
though probably just for short periods of time, [AI

document, ASA 21/00/86].

The craving for independence has been further enhanced
by ecanomic and social developments. The Moluccas is one
of the most neglected parts of Indonesia with little in
the way of economic progress. Like West Papua and East
Timor, commerce is in the hands of outsiders while the
leading civilian and military positions are kept in the
hands of Javanese. There have been three earthquakes
during 1988, uprooting many people from their homes. The
maincrop is clowes which has recently been severely hit
by falling world prices.

The only successful economic project is a plywood
factory in Ceram which is run by Bob Hassan, one of
Suharto's close business associates, whose timber and
forestry irmterests can only be described as phenomenal.
Yet the beneficiaries of this project in terms of
employment;, are not local inhabitants but people brought
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