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Euro MPs condemn Indonesia

The European Parliament has issued a resounding call for the withdrawal of Indonesian troops from
East Timor and for respect for the rights of the East Timorese people, including their right to
self-determination. The resolution was adopted by 164 to 12, with 15 abstentions. Indonesia also
failed in its bid to chair the Non-Aligned Movement for the next three years.

The European Parliament resolution, -adopted on 15
September, came as the climax of a lengthy study by a
special rapporteur, Ien van den Heuvel, After the draft
of the resolution was adopted by the Political Affairs
Committee on 22 June this year, the .Indonesian
Government went to extraordinary lengths to defeat the
resolution, and invited four MEPs to visit East Timor
{(see page 2), believing that their 'eye-witness report’
would swing Parliament in Indonesia's favour. But the
decisiveness of the voting has left Indonesia's West
Eurcpean strategy in tatters. ‘

The ferocity of Indonesian lobbying .infuriated many
MEPs, espcially when the MEPs' report was distributed in
Strassbourg as an official Indonesian document. Attempts
by some of the MEPs who had been to E ast Timor, to dilute
the resolution with amendments were all rejected. In
fact, the draft adopted in June was further strengthened
by amendments from Portuguese MEPs.

When, during the debate on 14 September, an MEP
criticised Indonesian lobbying in Strassbourg, Bryan
Cassidy, the British Tory who was one of the four to
visit East Timor, caused an uproar, especially among
Portuguese Members, when he responded by complaining
about the presence of a "Portuguese mafia".

The draft resolution adopted in June (we do not yet
have the final text of the resolution adopted on 15
September) urged the Council of Ministers of the
Eurcpean Community "to take measures enabling a
referendum to be held... with the people being allowed
freedom of choice on the future of East Timor", and
requested the Commission "to take into account the
situation in East Timor in its contacts with the
Indonesian authorities".

It also urged the Council of Ministers to "establish
contact with all parties involved in- the conflict,
including representatives of the East Timor community”.
To back up this demand, the Socialist Group, which is
the largest fraction in the Parliament, invited Abilio
Araujo of Fretilin and Moises do Amaral of the UDT, to
be present when the resolution was debated.

The Christian Democratic Fraction, the second largest
fraction, invited Mgr Martinho da Costa Lopes, former
leader of the Catholic Church in East Timor, to address
the Group two days before the debate. His impassioned
plea on behalf of his people is known to have persuaded
many Christian Democrats to support the resolution,
although one of the G roup, Janssen van Raay, had played
such a prominent role in the attempts to defeat it

NAM leadership defeat

Another wounding defeat for Indonesia occurred when it
was foreed to withdraw its bid to be the venue of the
next summit conference of the Non-Aligned Movement and
to take over the presidency of the movement. When the
NAM foreign ministers met in Nicosia at the beginning of
September, it became clear that there was too much
opposition to the Indonesian bid. Nicaragua, the other
country trying to get the presidency, was also forced to

Please turn to page 21.
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army helicopters. The representatives of the aid
organisations were able to move in jeeps overland (and)
received clear impressions of the massive Indonesian
military presence...

In an internal report, of which I have a copy, they
wrote about the journalists: 'Apart from us there were
four foreign journalists who were invited to East Timor
for the purpose of deliberate misinformation. Probably
they didn't see too much of the country and most likely
they were not able to speak to the ordinary people.
Their attendants, more than ten people, were always busy
shielding them from such contacts.’

In a private conversation, an official of one of the
humanitarian aid organisations (told me) that both
groups left East Timor in the same plane back to
Indonesia. In the plane, Barbara Crosette asked one of
them: 'Well, what is the situation really like in East
Timor? I have seen nothing.’

Many of us know what Barbara Crosette wrote in the New
York Times on 19 July 1985. She didn't mention that the
Indonesian authorities prevented her from seeing the
truth. She just wrote... that she had witnessed the
progress brought to East Timor by Indonesia."

After describing the failed attempt by a German TV
crew to show a very pro-Indonesian film about East
Timor, [the TV company had insisted on the addition of
material based on interviews of Timorese refugees in
Lisbon] Ludwig drew some important conclusions about the
media:

"The media itself, or at least parts of it, have often
done more to distort the situation than to inform the
public. Therefore, whether because of incompetence or
design, the media have become an accomplice of human
rights violators. As a journalist, this is a sad
conclusion. But I am not totally pessimistic. The case
of East Timor shows that there are also journalists who
refuse to play the game of dictators, even when they
have to pay for it, sometimes even with their lives.

What we need is a code of honour for journalists that
prevents them from becoming tools of one regime or
another. Perhaps the UN can help to initiate discussion
of such a code.

* * *

Alexander George, a US writer and philosopher, till
recently a research fellow in Oxford, discussed the
moral and pragmatic considerations of states in their
attitude to East Timor, with particular reference to
Britain. "We do well to see whether," he said, "in cases
where personal interest and duty diverge, the moral path
is still taken."

"Precisely because Indonesia-occupied East Timor
offers such a case to the international community, it
has become a moral testing ground for all states. The
East Timorese have, in a sense, nothing going for them.
They are neither White like the Falklanders, nor are
they Arab like the Palestinians. In December 1975, the
territory was invadednot by a Communist regime against
which the US was eager to score ideological points, nor
by a capitalist country unfriendly or geopolitically
Iirrelevant to the Soviet Union. The Timorese did not
have the good fortune to be originally colonised by what
is now a major world power, thereby likely earning its
protection today, nor was it lucky enough to be invaded
by a nation for which Third World governments feel no
allegiance, thereby likely securing their collective
support. East Timor, in short, falls between the stools
of international diplomacy. Few states, if any, have
anything p ractical to gain from coming to the defence of
its inhabitants. For this reason, observation of a
nation's response to the ethnocidal cataclysm that has
befallen the people of East Timor provides an invaluable
lesson about the actual motivating forces of
international relations.”

EASTTIMOR

Bishop Patelisio P. Finau, S.M. D.D., Catholic Bishop of
Tonga, representing the Pacific Conference of Churches.
referred to the Pope's statement last year to
Indonesia's new ambassador: "The Church's universal
mission of service leads her to hope that particular
consideration will be given to the protection of the
ethnic, religious and cultural character of the people
of East Timor."

One Indonesian response to the Pope's admonition came
from Indonesia's then Foreign Minister, Mochtar
Kusumaatmadja, saying that the Pope "would commend
Indonesia if he knew what we did for the Catholic
Church", adding that "those who were heathen and animist
before have become Catholics". The Bishop went on:

"It is true that the Catholic population of East Timor
has doubled since Indonesia’s takeover. However, this
remarkable phenomenon had been due, not to any benign
policy on the part of the Indonesian military, as Dr
Mochtar sought to suggest, but to the deeply unsettling
circumstances surrounding Indonesia's violent
occupation. Beset by war, hunger and an aggressive
foreign presence, the people turned to the Church en
masse for assistance, protection and as a vehicle to
represent their concerns. The opp ressed found a voice in
the Church... The Church's role in East Timor is an
important one. However, it suffers from the enforced
isolation which afflicts East Timor as a whole due to
Indonesian control. This obstructs the free flow of
personnel, ideas, resources and skills. The Church in
East Timor would be greatly assisted if a measure of
‘glasnost’ were permitted, allowing free interaction
with the international Church community. Unlike the
South Pacific where such relationships are taken for
granted, no such contact is possible for the Church of
Timor”

The Bishop also drew attention to the UN Declaration
on the Right to Development, Article 1 of which states:
"The human right to development also implies the full
realisation of peoples to self-determination which
includes the exercise of their inalienable right to full
sovereignty over all their national wealth and

“
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HUMAN RIGHTS

International Inc., in association with PT Hasfarm Dian
Konsultdn. This document, intended only for internal
circulation, describes how people in Arso, near
Jayapura, the location of several state-run plantations
known as PIR projects, now feel they were deceived when
they were persuaded to signan agreement in 1982 to hand
their land over to the government.

Arso land-grabbing now challenged by
US consultancy firm

The Report argues that "the Arso people no longer wish
to recognise the letter of transfer they signed.... They
now demand compensation for their land." The situation
in Arso is described as "serious and called for urgent
remedial action". One Lavalin recommendation reads:

"The present agreement the people have signed
concerning the transfer of land to the PIR P'roject
should be reviewed and the agreement rewritten, with the

involvement of the people. If this is not done and the
document allowed to stand, it is likely to form a '‘cause
celebre' in future years and be a rallying point for
dissention.”

One of Lavalin's conclusions reads as follows:

"The Arso case... illustrates the need for extreme
care in negotiating land transfers. The fact that people
may sign a document does not always mean a qre.at deal.
If they later reject its provisions and persuaszor? does
not wark, the authorities may have to use force with, of
course, all sorts of dire conseguences."” ) '

Frey warned that Papuans were being marglnz_allsed:
transmigrants were being settled in West Papua while the
Papuans were being forced to use birth control “even by
means of forced sterilisation. I can assure you that I
have heard concretely about this though I cannot reveal
my sources, for obvious reasons.”

He 'said in conclusion:

"puring my whole stay in West Papua, I never met a
single family which had not lost at least one family
member because of torture or other acts of violence by
the Indonesians.... In my opinion, and based on my own
experience from working in the country for six manths,
the Indonesians are bringing not development but
systematic extermination.” 5§

Discrimination against ex-tapols exposed

A submnission giving details of systematic discrimination
against 1.4 million former political prisoners and
millions more who are related to them by blood or
marital ties, was made by Carmel Budiardjo of TAPOL,
speaking an behalf of the Londom-based NGO, Liberation.

This appears to be the first time the question of
discrimination against former political prisoners
anywhere in the world has been raised at the Sub-
Commission. Much of the information will be all too
familiar to reqular readers of TAPOL Bulletin.

The submission documented the frequent registration
and re-registration of former prisoners since 1979. One
example given was the scrutiny of 1.5 million people in
1985 to determine their right to vote.

"Everyone was checked even though they may have had no
intention of voting... More than 40,000 were
disenfranchised. According to an official of the East
Java Election Committee, 440,000 were scrutinised in
that province. About 8,000 were disenfranchised. Why?
Because 'they were undisciplined, had left their place
of residence without permission, were not friendly to
their neighbours, were reluctant to take part in gotong
royong (mutual cooperation) or had received guests in
their homes without telling the authorities. [ Merdeka,
26 August 1986

Rampant job discrimination

The submission dealt in detail with discrimination
against ex-tapols in employment. According to a
Kopkamtib decree of 1975, areas of activity closed to
ex-tapols include "anything to do with policy-making,
anything relating to society, anything involving state
secrets, anything involving the appointment of
personnel, any responsibility for security, all
diplomatic posts, anything relating to VIPs, and
anything that may seem lowly but is in fact important.”
The professions closed to ex-tapols, except with army

permission, include lecturing, teaching, the clergy,
preaching, the legal profession and journalism". [Sinar
Harapan, 25 September] Attached to the submission was a
Kopkamtib decree laying down the tortuous procedure for
obtaining permission to enter these professions.

During subsequent discussion by the Sub-Commission,
the expert from Norway, Asbjorn Eide, expressed concern
over the treatment of ex-tapols in Indonesia and asked
the Indonesian official observer delegation to explain.

Hadi Wayarabi of the Indonesian mission in Geneva
responded by claiming that all Indonesian citizens enjoy
basic human rights under the Constitution. He referred
to the 'acts of treason' of the former prisoners [almost
all of whom had never been charged or tried] and claimed
that local communities needed to be 'made ready' to re-
integrate them.

He claimed in one paragraph that the ex-detainees "are
now working either in the private or in the public
sector according to their professional capabilities” and
in the next paragraph admitted that "not all" ex-
detainees had found employment. He blamed this on the
lack of job opportunities in Indonesia, ignoring the
fact many sectors are officially closed to ex-detainees.
He did not even try to refute any of the documented
details provided in the original submission about the
system of discrimination, but made unsubstantiated
claims about all the ex-detainees having "regained their
rights and obligations as Indonesian citizens". 2K

political

prisoners
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RED DRIVE

Pramoedya and .1asta Mitra under threat

The Indonesian Attorney-General, Commodore Sukarton
Marmosudjono, has acknow ledged that the authorities need
to be particularly cautious about how to ‘'handle'
Pramoedya Ananta Toer, the country's foremost writer,
"because everything we do will be closely watched
internationally” [Kompas, 10 August 1988].

He said this during a press conference when he
armounced, with Admiral Sudomo, Minister—-Coordinator for
Social and Political Affairs, seated beside him, that
two more of Pramoedya's books had been banned, Gadis
Pantai (Girl from the Coast) and Siti Mariah a
compilation of essays edited by Pramoedya, on the
grounds that they "smack of communism". Earlier Sukarton
announced a ban on Rumah Kaca. the fourth of a quartet
of books writken by Pram when he was a prisoner in Buru.

According to Sukarton, Gadis Pantai, like the author's
previous books, published since his release from prison
in 1979, “contains teachings which could encourage
people to launch a revolution". He also alleged that
"dialogues in the books are presented in the form of
agitations and propaganda activities" [ Jakarta Post, 10
August].

Because of Pram's high international profile, the
authorities are clearly afraid to arrest him, but his
home is now under round-the-clock quard and Pram is more
isolated than ever, unable to move from his house or
receive visitors. Hasyim Rachmat, a director of Hasta
Mitra Publishing -Company , has been under daily
interrogation in Jakarta. Sukarton announced that the
High Prosecutor's Office in Jakarta had been instructed
"o control" Pramoedya’s ‘activities and to investigate
Hasta Mitra, the publishing house which has produced all
of his books.

The Attorney-General justified these new controls on
author and publisher on the grounds that everything must

be dane to prevernt the distribution of any more books of
the kind that have now banned. As it stands at present,
Indonesian law permits anyone to publish books and
allows censorship only after publication. With the
regime always keen to be seen to be acting in accord
with the law, Sukarton is now out to circumvent the
freedom to publish by making it impossible for either
Pram or Hasta Mitra to function any more.

It is thought to be just a matter of time before Hasta
Mitra is ordered to close. It is now being said that the
company, which has been publishing books since 1982, is
acting outside the terms of its business permit which,
according to Sudomo, "does not include the publication

of books" [ Kompas, 10 August].

PEN International resolution

The following is the text of a resolution which was
adopted unanimously by the Assembly of Delegates of
PEN International at its meeting in Seoul, South
Korea, in September 1988:

Concemed about the news that the books of Pramoedya
Ananta Toer are again banned in Indonesia,
Distressed by the fact that Mr Toer is still under
city arrest,

The Assembly of Delegates request the Indonesian
authorities to uplift these restrictions.

The resolution was proposed by the Swedish and
Dutch Sections of PEN.

Stop caliing them tapois
says Justice Minister

The Minister of Justice, Major-General (ret'd) Ismael
Saleh has denied that there are any 'tapols' (tahanan
politik or political prisoners) in Indonesia. "We only
have subversion prisoners, criminal prisoners and
economic-crime prisoners," he said.
The remark came as a reprimand to journalists who had
asked him how many tapols there are in the country.

Turning to the question about numbers, the Minister
said he did not know the precise fiqure for 'subversion
prisoners', "but indeed there are thousands of them
throughout Indonesia." It would be necessary to collect
the data at the Department of Justice. "To be quite
frank, I don't have that kind of data," he said.

Asked whether 'subversion prisoners' were given any
kind of guidance, he said, not at all. The only ones who
get guidance are those serving sentences of a year or
less.

As for the word 'tapol', it may be used in
international circles like Amnesty, "but as far as we
are concermned, the expression does not exist'. [Pelita,

7 July 1988]

This is not the first time the government has tried to
remove the word 'tapol' from the vocabulary yet it is
still widely used, inside Indonesia as well as outside.

It is strange that the Justice Ministry is unable to
produce data abaut the number of 'subversion prisoners'.
Figures about the astronomical number of ex-tapols are
always being bandied about by officials and published in
the press. One would have thought that compiling data
about people who have been tried in courts and are now
in prisons that are under the Department's jurisdiction
would be far simpler. B - 8
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LAND DISPUTES

As INDOC say in the Introduction to their Report (see
footnote) the World Bank should make public the results
of these findings, and as soon as possible. Even more to
the point, the World Bank should step in to prevent
further abuses of the local inhabitants and insist upon
the people being allowed to remain in the regionyy

1) See Kedung Ombo: Indonesians Resist the
Implementation of a World Bank Project, issued by INDOC
(Indonesian Documentation and Information Centre),
Leiden, June 1988, page 6.

This document which was presented to the June 1988
meeting of the Inter-Governmental Group on Indonesia,
provides a useful overview of resistance to Kedung Ombo.
Anyone wishing to have a copy should write to INDOC,
P.0. Box 11250, 2301 EG Leiden, Netherlands.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Jogjakarta students tortured

Two students who were arrested in Jogjakarta in June
this year are known to have been subjected to torture
and maltreatment and there are fears that more arrests
could follow. On 1 September, the Geneva-based
organisation, SOS Torture, launched an urgent action
calling on the Indonesian authorities to halt the
torturej

The first to be arrested was Bambang Subono, 25, a
sociology student at Gajah Mada University (UGM), who
was arrested on 8 June while selling copies of a book by
Pramoedya Ananta Toer.. The book, Rumah Kaca (The
Glasshouse), was banned by the Attorney-General on the
day of Bambang's arrest.

Twelve days later, Isti Nugroho, 26, was arrested at
the Gajah Mada physics laboratory where he works, by a
group of soldiers in civilian clothes. Isti's name had
apparently been mentioned by Bambang Subono during a
series of marathon interrogations. Among his papers,
intelligence agents found a letter from Sleman Library,
Jogjakarta requesting the return of a copy of the
Indonesian version of Maxim Gorgy's Mother, which was
translated by Pramoedya Ananta Toer. When questioned
about the book, Bambang told his inquisitors, no doubt
under duress, that he had lent it to his friend, Isti.

Two days after Isti's arrest, a friend and a relative

were allowed to visit him for ten minutes, in the
presence of six guards. His face was badly swollen and
black and blue, and he was hardly able to talk. Since
then, he has reportedly been forced to stare at the sun
every day and is beaten about the head if he tries to
look down. (This is a form of torture frequently used in
East Timor.)

Isti, a member of the Palagan Study Group, is a
prolific writer. He contributed an essay to an anthology
of warks by young writers, Kesaksian Kaum Muda, about to
be published by Kelompok Studi Indonesia and the Asia
Foundation. The anthology had already gone to press at
the time of his detention, but his contribution has
since been removed.

It is also know that a list of names of about twenty
students and activists was extracted from Bambang
Subono, under duress. Those who believe they may be on
the list have gone into hiding and have hidden their
books away.

A third person, Anharuddin, 26, a student of
anthropology at UGM and editor of the UGM student
magazine, Dian Budaya, was also arrested but was
released on 4 August X%

SURVIVAL
INTERNATIONAL

for the rights of threatened wribal peoples

A0 Edgware Road, London W2 IDY, England.
Telephone: 01723 §533

WANTED

Research assistant in 'sustainable development?,
human rights and the environment in Indonesia.
Essential qualifications, reading Bahasa Indonesia,
background knowledge of Indonesian development,
commitment to human rights.

Apply to: Survival International, Projects
Department, 310 Edgware Road, London W2 1DY.
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theme in the book, and it would be unfair to overlook
passages in which he parts company with pure political
action in favour of a more spiritual view of man and
society. Yet even the touching though completely
apolitical 1985 novel Lepas sebelum terusap (Gone
without being loved) by pseudonymous priest R. Sukri
Kaslan, touches the same nerve. It portrays the
compassionate role of a priest in the appalling
degradation of Jakarta's harbour slum area, Tanjung
Priok, scene of a bloody confrontation with troops in
September 1984. Wahoro is also asking: where is the
church is this situation of structurally entrenched
evil? Will liberation theology have a major impact in
Indonesia?

Wahono is rather scornful of Catholic church groups in
Central Java that call themselves Base Ecclesial
Communities, after the communities of the faithful poor
in Latin America. They will not earn that title, he
says, until they begin to struggle for liberation at the
grassroots. And one of the strongest motives for

NEW BOOKS |

liberation theology in Christian Latin America is
clearly absent in overwhelmingly Muslim Indonesia, that
"we live at once in the most Christian nation, and the
most inhuman one" (Segundo).

On the other hand, while Muslims remain on the whole
strongly opposed to the language of 'liberation’, some.
like Amien Rais, are beginning to use it themselves.
Religious concern for the poor, once released from
artificial depoliticisation, can easily acquire
structural overtones. Clearly there are interests at
work that would like to deepen Indonesia's intellectual
isolation. Wahono deserves full marks for trying to
reduce it. And his books are still available!

[The author of the above review was clearly expecting
the book to fall victim to government censorship.]

&

-

CSIS gets UN ‘'peace award'

The notorious Jakarta-based Centre for Strategic and
International Studies is one of sixty organisations from
34 countries chosen to receive the United Nations 'Peace
Messenger' award, given by UN Secretary-General Peres de
Cuellar.

The CSIS will receive its award on 20 September, which
is observed worldwide as the International Day of Peace.

It would be difficult to imagine a research institute
less eligible for any award associated with the idea of
peace. The CSIS has been at the forefront of Indonesia's
efforts to deceive the world about Indonesia's illegal
annexation of East Timor and about conditions in the
territory today.

The panel of judges were apparently taken in by CSIS
activities in support of the UN by means of seminars on
such ‘issues as Namibian independence () and
disarmament. It also provides assistance to the UN in
research work. [Jakarta Post, 20 August 1988] ¢

Women organise against unjust treatment of
women

A woman;who was sentenced to six years for burning her
husband to death has become the centre of a campaign in
Indonesia to protest against the unfair treatment of
women in Indonesia. . .

Rumini Ida, who has three children, was driven by
desperation over the cruelties inflicted on her by her
husband to end his life. Passing sentence, the district
court in Salatiga, Central Java, recognised that her
endurance had been sorely tried by her husband but
nevertheless described her action as "unpardonable".

The day before sentencing Rumini, the Women's
Consciousness Movement or G KP (Gerakan Kesadaran
Perempuan) delivered an open letter to the chair of the
court, reminding him-of the special circumstance of this
case. On the day of the verdict, members of the G KP, all
women students from several universities in Central
Java, organised a protest action outside the court,
distributing a statement signed by more than one hundred
people, including well-known author Marianne Katoppo.

The chairperson of GK P is Maria Bithia Juita Dinanta,
a student at the Agriculture Faculty of Satya Wacana
University, Salatiga. Because Indonesian society does
not treat women justly, she said, they had decided to
use the occasion of Rumini's sentence as an appropriate

moment to publicise the existence of G KP. She hoped that
colleagues in Semarang, Surabaya and other cities would
follow their example. "If no-one will act, we will be
forced to take control,” she said.

Expressing support for G KP, Sita Ampurnami Kayam,
coordinator of the Kalyanamitra Foundation, said: "These
are our ideals too. Making contact among groups of
women." The Foundation publishes a bulletin called
Dongbret, the name for a street dancer in the Indramayu
region. It has published studies on domestic servants,
prostitutes and the depiction of women in magazines.
[ Editor, 16 July 1988, quoted in Indonesia News Service,
No 124, 8 August 1988] x

Continued from page 1.

withdraw. The compromise candidate was Yugoslavia.
Yugoslavia has for many years supported Indonesia on
East Timor, so it could well be difficult to raise the
issue at a summit held in Belgrade.

As compared to these two defeats in Strassbourg and
Nicosia, Indonesia can draw some small comfort from
defeating a resolution on East Timor at the UN Sub-
Commission in Geneva (see page 13). However, the
impression being created in the Indonesian press, as if
the Geneva vote means the end of the East Timor issue at
the UN, is totally misleading. East Timor remains firmly
on the UN General Assembly agenda and can still be
raised at the UN Human Rights Commission, by government
representatives as well as by NGOs. ‘

Ali Alatas policy fails

Foreign Minister Ali Alatas took over his new job last
March, exuding confidence that he would grapple more
successfully than his predecessor with the two key tasks
cornfronting Indonesian foreign policy makers — removing
East Timor from the intemational agenda and winning the
NAM presidency. Right up to the eve of the Nicosia
meeting, he lobbied hard. The inijtiative to hold the
Kampuchean talks in Jakarta was aimed primarily at
winning kudos among non-aligned countries. Alatas also
argued that as a founder member of the Movement, it was
high time for Indonesia to take over the leadership.

However, his high-profile strategy has been a gigantic
flop. Although some Third World countries have proven
vulnerable to heavy-handed 1obbying, many people in the
UN Sub-Commission as well as in the European Parliament,
have been sickened by Indonesia's crude attempts at
pressure. s

TAPOL Bulletin No. 89, October 1988 21









WEST PAPUA

Foreign church guests expelled from Nabire

The following report was received by a source who wishes
to0 remain anonymous.

The Gereja Kristen Injili di Irian Jaya (Christian
Church in Irian Jaya, or GKI) held the 1llth General
Assembly of its Synod from 6-14 July this year. Some two
hundred delegates attended. There were guests
representing churches that have relations with the G K1,
from the Netherlands, Switzerland, West Germany, Japan,
Australia and the US.

After five days however, all the guests were expelled
from Nabire by the police, on the grounds that they had
come as tourists and did not have 'socio-cultural'
visas. The police had also forbidden the foreign guests
from participating in discussions during the Synod.

On the Sunday, a guest from Japan was to have preached
and to baptise sixty babies and two adult converts from
Islam, but he was prohibited from doing so by the Nabire
police. Lower-ranking members of the police force had
welocomed the foreign quests and were among those wanting
their babies to be baptised by the foreign pastor.

Even in Irian Jaya, writes our correspondent, this is

a rather uncommon case. In other parts of Indonesia,
pastors from foreign churches are not hindered from
preaching, but in Irian Jaya, religious freedom for the
church is not guaranteed. Religious matters are
controlled by the police. Human rights are disregarded.

Nabire is one of the oldest settlements for
transmigrants from Java. The tropical rainforest has
been cut down. In Irian Jaya, even the transmigrants
feel that they are being oppressed by the police and are
the target of secret intelligence reports.

In northern Biak, according to the same source,
villagers were recruited to take part in a campaign to
hurt down the elderly OPM leader, Melkianus Awom, but he
was not captured. In the end, the army had to abandon
the plan to arrest Awom because the hunt had resulted in
a decline in living standards for the villagers.

[In our last Bulletin, we reported the army's campaign
to capture Awom. The campaign mentioned in the above
report suggests that the army may have used the 'fence-
‘of-legs' tactic to catch Awom, the same tactic used
against the guerrilla resistance in East Timor in 1981.
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STOP PRESS

New security agency established

Kopkamtib, the Operatiocnal Command for the Restoration
of Security and Order, which was one of the first
creations of Suharto as he rose to power in October
1965, was disbandd on 5September 1988. In its place, a
new agency, the Badan Koordinasi Bantuan Pemantapan
Stabilitas Nasional (Coordination Board to Help Solidify
National Stability) has been created. It will be known
as Bakorstanas for short,

Although the new body is no longer called a ‘command’
and herce is intended to sound less militaristic, its
'chairman' is General Try Sutrisno, the armed forces
commander-in-chief, with the President, General Suharto,
in overall control. Moreover, the President will have
reserve powers, "in times of crisis", to use the Board
for special purposes. Bakorstanas will have its office
at the armed forces headquarters, hardly a shift away
from Kopkamtib's military setting.

It will be composed of ministers whose portfolios are
deemed to have a direct bearing on 'national stability'.
The two key members will be the State Secretary, Major-
General Murdiono {(who took over from Sudharmono when the
latter became Vice-President earlier this year) and the
Atomey-General, Commodore Sukarton Marmosudijono, also
very close to Sudharmono.

Regional Coordination Boards to be known as
Bakorstanda (the 'da’ standing for regional) are also
being set up, and will be 'chaired’' by the regional army
commanders. This in effect contiues the former
Kopkamtib structure where the regional commanders
exercised the Kopkamtib's special powers as Laksusda.

Assessments like that of the International Hetald
Tribune [14 September] which sees the new agency as a
sign of liberalisation, leading to "a reduction in the
powers of the army to investigate subversion and detain
suspects” are misleading. Much will depend on the
decrees enacted by the President defining the powers of
the central and regional boards and their 'chairmen’'. It
is highly doubtful that Suharto will divest the army of

its special powers and leave the task of combatting

'subversion' to the police and the judiciary. The very

name "to help solidify national stability" sounds like a
1980s version of "restoring security and order'.

Note to readers

A nationwide postal strike in the UK from 5
September which lasted into the third week of the
month prevented us from receiving the many source
materials we normally use when writing the Bulletin.
As a result we have been unable to report many
recent developments, as we normally do.

We hope to make up for this in-the next issue.
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