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Parliamentarians take action
for East Timor

Parliamentarians from the UK, Australia and Japan have
agreed to launch a new organisation, Parliamentarians
for East Timor to coordinate and promote activities in
support of a just solution to the problem of East Timor
in as many countries as possible.

The decision came at the end of a three-day visit to
Lisbon from 25-28 June by Lord Avebury, chair of the
Parliamentary Human Rights Group in the UK, Tony Lamb,
Member of the House of Representatives and convenor of
the Parliamentary East Timor Forum, Canberra, and Eda
Satsuki, member of the Japanese Diet and secretary of
the Japanese Forum of Parliamentarians to think about
East Timor.

During the visit, the three parliamentarians held
discussions with members of the East Timor community,
with representatives of the E ast Timor Convergence, Jose
Ramos Horta of Fretilin and Dr. Moises do Amaral of UDT,
and with Mario Soares, the President of Portugal, the
Deputy Foreign Minister, the Speaker of the Portuguese
Parliament and nine members of the Parliamentary
Commission on East Timor.

In a statement, the parliamentarians said they had
heard again "recent evidence of killings, torture,
disappearance ard rape. Contrary to the view expressed
by some governments, human rights violations are still
very serious. Foreign visitors get a distorted picture
through the use of careful stage management.”

They amnounced a number of initiatives including the
publication of an account of the Indonesian invasion and
annexation of East Timor, an approach to the UN
Secretary-General regarding consultations with the
people of East Timor as required by General Assembly
resolution 37/30 of November 1982, a petition to the UN
Decolonisation Committee in August this year, a new
request to the Indonesian authorities to allow
parliamentarians to investigate human rights violations
in East Timor, as well as representations to non-aligned
countries to oppose Indonesia's bid to become president
of the non-aligned movement.

In conclusion, the parliamentarians said: "We are
convinced that the realisation of a just solution for
the question of East Timor, based on the principle of
self-determination, is essential not only for the sake
of the people of East Timor themselves, but for the
whole of mankind. If acts of aggression are condoned and
the transfer of territory by military force is
acceptable, world peace can never be assured." <X

President Soares speaks out in Manila

Mario Soares, the President of Portugal, used a visit to
Manila, where he attended a conference of states
recently restored to democracy, to declare yet again
that "Portugal continues to fight internationally for
the inalienable right of the martyred people of East
Timor to their independence.” He also attacked Indonesia
for halting the deoolonisation process in East Timor.

Making such a statement in the heartland of ASEAN was
particularly galling to Jakarta. Ali Alatas accused
Soares of "distorting history" and complained that he
had made use of such a forum to make statements about
East Timor [Jakarta Post, 8 June].

Commenting on the Alatas' response, President Soares
called it "a good sign” because it shows that Indonesia
is sensitive to what others say. [ Expresso, Lisbon, 10
June} - ¢
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EASTTIMOR

Association after a Eurcpean meeting of Family Planning
Associations in London in 1986 heard complaints about
birth control in East Timor.

Indonesia’s high—profile family planning programme is
officially justified in terms of the high population
density in some parts of the country, notably in Java
which, with only 6.4 per cent of the land territory, has
more than 60 per cent of the population. Such
considerations are groundless in East Timor where
population density has always been low and where nearly
one third of the population have died as the result of
war, disease, famine and atrocities that have plagued
East Timor since it was invaded in December 1975.

Programme condemned in the US

In March 1987, the US Catholic Bishops' Conference
drew attention to reports of forced birth control in
East Timor and said that "given the great loss of life
that has already taken place among a largely Catholic
people, this Indonesian policy takes on the character of
genocide". In a letter to Secretary of State George
Schultz in July 1987, forty US senators were concerned
that "Indonesia’s World Bank-funded population control
programme in East Timor is ocoercive.... Given the sharp
reduction of East Timor's population over the past
eleven years and the fact that the territory was under-
populated prior to the Indonesian invasion, what is the
justification for population control programmes there?”

In its reply to the IPPF, the Indonesian Family
Planning Association gave nothing away about abuses and

coercion, but it provided figures showing that, even
though population density in East Timor is 30 persons
per square kilometre as compared with 700 per square
kilometre in Java, the family planning programme is far
more intensively practised in East Timor than in
Indonesia as a whole. The figures supplied to the IPPF
show that in East Timor:

* the government spends more than twice the amount it
spends in Indonesia as a whole per couple of fertile
age;

* jt spends five times the amount it spends in
Indonesia per couple using birth control;

* there is a higher proportion of family planning
personnel to the number of fertile couples - 73 per cent
in East Timor as compared to 53 per cent in Indonesia;

* far fewer meetings (only a quarter of the number in

Indonesia) for public information on family planning are
held in East Timor, fewer visits (only tw0—sgvenths) are
made to community leaders and far fewer visits to homes
{only one-fifteenth).

These figures show that Indonesia devotes more money
and personrel to family planning in East Timor than
elsewhere but spends far less effort to spreading
information on the basis of which people might be
expected to join the programme of their own free will.

The contraceptives used further reinfoncg tt_xe
impression that there is a high degree of coercion in
East Timor:

* In 1986, 57 per cent of current users were using
the Depo Provera injection, 29 per cent were using the
Pill and 10 per cent were using IUDs.

Not satisfied with the information supplied by the
Indonesian family planning body, the IPPF has made

further inquiries. &
Inter-Parliamentary Union resolution

We have recently obtained a copy of the resolution

East Timor, adopbed by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union at its oconference in Bangkok last October. East
Timor is mentioned as part of a composite resolution on
pressing for implementation of UN resolution 1514 on
granting independence to colonial countries. One of the
many introductory points of the resolution is:

"Considering that the situation in East Timor gives
rise to concern,"

Point 46 of the substantive part of the resolution
follows this concern through, and reads:

"Invites the parties concerned by the East Timor
question to work together with the United Nations

Secretary-General to find, as soon as possible, a
solution in the interest of the population of that
territory, according to the principle of self-
determination.”

The composite resolution was adopted by 791 wotes to
122, with 207 abstentions. X
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Ex-prisoners as social pariahs

The wave of persecution against former political
prisoners and alleged members or sympathisers of the
Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) has recently further
intensified.

The current campaign against the 'latent danger of the
PKI' appears to have been prompted by claims of several
retired generals, including the former red-beret
commander, Sarwo Edhie, alleging PKI infiltration at the
most senior levels of state power. [See TAPOL Bulletin,
No. 87, June 1988]. Such statements continue to appear,
along withnumerous anti-communist articles and reports,
in Jayakarta, the newspaper formerly owned by the
Jakarta Military Command and now controlled by retired
army officers. Other newspapers have joined in. The
campaign is directed against Vice-President Sudharmono
and several of his closest aides but it has also led to
new measures against former political prisoners.

The newspaper campaign went too far in the view of the
government but, instead of closing the paper down, there
are signs that Jayakarta's owners will be forced to sell
out, most likely to functionaries of FKPPI, the
organisation for sons and daughters of retirees and
members of the armed forces, an arganisation of growing
political and economic importance.

The Jayakarta campaign led Admiral Sudomo, the newly-
appointed Minister-Coordinator for Political and
Security Affairs, to proclaim that unsubstantiated
charges about PKI infiltration should not be bandied
about in the press but should be reported "in the proper
way" to Kopkamtib. Sudano who, before 1983 was himself
commander of Kopkamtib, hastened to add that all B~
Category ex-prisoners (who could not be tried for lack
of evidence but were detained for many years) were under
close scrutiny by the security forces. Anyone suspicious
of former prisoners should report them immediately, he
said [ Kompas, 29 April].

Then in June, Sudomo announced that the security
forces will re-examine the records of over half a
million former political detainees. "The entire list
will be re~checked, to see where they are now, what work
they are doing and what their present attitudes are." He
alleged there were signs of PKI remnants trying to make
acomeback by writing and publishing books, infiltrating
organisations, and becoming village heads or businessmen
[Rompas, 4 June]. Sudomo was evidently determined to
take the initiative of the latest anti-communist frenzy
into his own hands and show that the security forces,
which now seem to be under his overall superxvision, are
as anti-communist as the likes of Sarwo Edhie.

Although Sudomo's figure of half a million is a
nation-wide figure, the military commander of East Java
claimed, two months earlier, that in his province alone,
there are nearly half a million communist suspects who
must report to the security forces, including 57 A-
Category pecple, 4,455 B-Category people, 22,117 C-
Categary people and a further 419,575 people who do not
apparently have a category but who are nevertheless
required to report [Surabaya Post, 30 April].

Rumours of PKI infiltration in the administration and
the armed forces prompted Benny Murdani and Sudomo to
describe such accusations as an insult. The present
administration, they both insist, is "clean". But Sudomo
admits that "about 175.000 former PKI members" are still
employed by the government in low-ranking "non-
strategic” positions. They will soon be sent into early

)
Bttt
1T

retirement and replaced by new civil servants.

From independent sources it would appear that the
current wave of persecution pre-dates the Sarwo Edhie
outbursts. According to reports reaching TAPOL, the
security forces in some parts of the country made their
first moves against former prisoners several months ago
when a number of former A-Category prisoners, who were
tried and sentenced in the early 1970s and were released
in the past few years, were subjected daily to long and
gruelling interrogation. In some places, interrogations
began as long ago as mid-March and went on daily for
several weeks.

117

s =esa
xxxxx

11
TIr

Tempo, 16 July 1988

Many former prisoners also face the burden of tighter
"compulsory reporting" (walap, or wajib lapor)
requirements. Since General Rudini, the Home Minister,
instructed govemors to "update the files of the ex-
tapols", zealous civil servants all over the country
have made life a misery for ex-prisoners. Monitoring ex-
tapols starts at the lowest level in the neighbourhood
and residents' associations (RT/R W) in urban wards and
rural villages. This is done at least monthly, while the
security bodies register them every three months. [Jawa
Pos, 18 June 1988]

Besides Categories A and B, there is the numerically
much larger Category C, hundreds of thousands of whom
spent several years in detention after 1965. According
to a Jakarta weekly, Presidential Decree No 28 of 1975
divided the C-category into three: Cl are those
allegedly 'inwlved' in the Madiun affair of 1948, C2
are those who were 'ordinary' members of mass
organisations banned in 1965 for allegedly being PKI
affiliates, and C3 are those "sympathetic to the PKI"
but with no clear (sic) role in the 1965 events. C1
people had to be discharged (and indeed large numbers
were imprisoned) while C2 and C3 people were allowed to
remain in their jobs "under guidance and supervision".
[ Editor, 13 June, quoted in Indonesia News Service, No
114, July 4 1988]. In recent years, thousands of C2 and
C3 pecple have been discharged or ordered to take early
retirement. Now Sudomo is talking about getting rid of
175,000 more people in these categories. —_—
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HUMAN RIGHTS

He accepted that it was within PEN's rights to give an
award to anyone they thought came within their criteria.
"PEN is not an organisation of communist writers. It is
international in scope and is widely respected. The
Indonesian writer who received the award with the prize
money of $3,000 is entitled to feel delighted, as long
as he does ot utilise the award to create a new image
for himself.” Rosihan then went on to accuse Pramoedya
of using his Lentera column in Bintang Timur in the
early 1960s "to pulverise and butcher" writers who
opposed the PKJ, and to propagate the views of Lekra
which was a stooge-organisation of the PKI". [Suara
Pembaruan, 29 April 1988]

Pramoedya's reply

Inhis reply, Pramoedya recalled first how Rosihan, on
a visit to Buru Island with General Sumitro in 1973
(where Prameodya was being held as an untried political
prisoner), referred to him as 'tragic'. "The situation
did not allow me to asked him: was my being tragic a
part of the national tragedy or specific to myself as
someone with no ground to stand on." He went on:

"The words 'pulverise' and 'butcher' imply criminal
acts. None other than Haji Rosihan Anwar himself, as a
senior joumalist, knows that the articles in Lentera
were part of normal polemics in which anyone could
participate, including himself and Hamka. If they
suggested criminal acts..., why did he not complain to
the authorities? Wasn't my address well known? I have
never fled with a Dutch convoy or suchlike."

Pramoedya recalled that the main purpose of the
Lentera articles was to clean up Indonesian literature
from plagiarism. "What's wrong with that? As a senior
joumalist with a brilliang memory, H. Rosihan Anwar
surely remembers that Hamka's plagiarism was an issue in
the press for three months, a record in the history of
the Indonesian press.... Strangely, Hamka himself never
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complained of being 'pulverised' or 'butchered’'. He even
once wrote in a West Sumatran paper that it was all the
fuss about plagiarism that had helped to sell his books.
Almost a quarter of a century has passed and all this
camot be dragged up just like that. H. Rosi}lan Anwar
can easily get all the clippings he needs.

[The following sentence in Pramoedya's original letter
was not included in the text published by Suara
Pembaruan It read "For the time being, I cam:xot do
this because my home and everything in it, including my
entire library and documentation, is still under seizunfe
by those in power, and have not been returned to me."]

Pramoedya also attacked Rosihan for using the word
'stooge' about a certain political party. "Are not all
parties created by groups of people with ideals,
regardless of whether that party is right or wrong, a
failure or a victor? Not by groups of criminals without
oonsciences? I am certain Haji Rosihan Anwar is not a
stooge in the eyes of pecple from other parties because
he too has noble ideas."

About sweepingaway the tracks of the past, Pramoedya
said: "As far as I'm concerned there is nothing in my
passed thatI need to sweep away. Haji Rosihan Anwar's
shoes do not fit me at all. And I'm sure he read my
letter to President Suharto replying to his letter of 10
November 1973. My letter was published in some
newspapers at the time. I shall quote from it for him:

'T entered the world and leave behind footsteps of my
journey which can be judged by anyone." [Suara
Pembaruan, 21 Mayl

New threats to the press

Following the publication of Pramoedya's letter,
President Suharto summoned the Minister of Information
and instructed him "to put firmly in order all those
publications where communist or marxist writings have
crawled in" [ Kompas, 2 June]. The Minister, Harmoko,
said after meeting the President, that the mass media
would have to increase vigilance against ideas spread by
PKI remnants. Asked whether he could mention names of
papers, Harmako gave ane example but only 'off the
record'. Evidently, the example was Suara Pembaruan,
(the paper which took the place of Sinar Harapan, months
after it was banned in October 1986), for publishing
Pramoedya's letter. A

I33IFIFIIFIFIFIFIIIFIIIFIIFIIFIFIFIIIIIIIIN
STOP PRESS

Transmigration threat to West Papuan
highlands

Indonesiahas announced plans to open up transmigration
sites in the district of Jayawijaya, which includes the
central highlands, the most densely populated region of
West Papua. This contradicts a claim made recently by
the World Bank that "there are no plans to settle
migrants in the densely-populated highlands where the
majority of Irianese (sic) live".

In the more fertile areas of the highlands, the tribal
peoples live from garden cultivation, pig-rearing and
sago. There has been strong resistance in the highlands
to the Indonesian presence for many years. The invasion
of the region by Javanese settlers is certain to cause
widespread resentment and disruption.

Survival International has called on the Indonesian
Government to halt this progamme and has launched an
Urgent Action appeal in support of this call.

I IFIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIN
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MILITARY PROFILE

The second coming of Admiral Sudo no

It was something of a surprise when in March this year,
Admiral Sudomo, ane of General Suharto's longest-serving
supporters, was named Minister-Coordinator for Political
and Security Affairs. According to the gossip, the 63-
year old Admiral wanted to take things easy and retire,
but Suharto had other plans. As a constant figure in the
General's inner core, Sudomo has survived many storms.
Over the years, he has grown ever closer to the 'bapak’
of the Republic.

Suharto's inner core

Ever since Suharto took charge, a few hand-picked men
have stood by his side. The inner core has changed over
time. Some generals like Ali Murtopo and Sudjono
Humardani have died while others, like Suryo or
Alamsyah, have been replaced by younger men. At first,
his inner core consisted primarily of officers from
Diponegoro, the Central Java division led by Suharto in
the fifties. Gradually, others were recruited, during
the early sixties Mandala campaign to annex West Papua
and the campaign to confront Malaysia. As overall
Mandala commander, Suharto had many officers under him
some of whom, like Benny Murdani and Sudomo, he drew
into his team.

Many find it puzzling that Sudomo was appointed naval
commander of the Mandala campaign in 1961. On his very
first voyage as a ship's captain, he crashed his vessel
into a quayside. Sudomo is unique among Suharto's inner
core as the only officer outside the army to have held
so many major decision-making positions. All other naval
and air force officers have remained obscure figures.

The Aru Sea disaster

foodstuffs. But Sudomo's career tock another sharp turn
when he was caught red-handed in a corruption scandal.
Had he been a civilian, he would certainly have been
tried in court, but instead, he was promoted to a senior
post at the Shipping Ministry. Here, too, Sudomo
concocted all kinds of bureaucratic schemes which
provided plenty of scope for bribery and corruption.

uu(
NN N
N ,\ \\

Sudomo remained in the civilian sector for many years,
enriching himself. He has become one of Indonesia's most
affluent officers and a well-known socialite. His home
in Jakarta is one of the most luxurious, with marble
stairs and an indoor swimming-pool. Since his marriage
broke up, he has been talked about as Indonesia's most
sought-after bachelor.

But first, what of Sudomo's naval career? On the night
of 15 January 1962, three Indonesian torpedo boats
(MTBs) were heading towards Kaimana in West Papua with
instructions to land ane hundred commandos on the Dutch-
held territory. On board the Matjan Tutul was Deputy
Naval Chief, Commodore Jos Sudarso in command,
while Sudomo was commanding another vessel and in
overall command of the operation. As they neared the
West Papuan coast, the MTBs were spotted by the Dutch
frigate, Kortenaer. After a brief skirmish, the Matjan
Tutul was hit and sank in twenty minutes. The other two
vessels under Sudomo's command turned and fled, leaving
dozens of Indonesian seamen struggling in the water. Jos
Sudarso died and was proclaimed a national hero while
Sudomo had to defend himself against charges of
cowardice. The Dutch resaued 54 Indonesian survivors
while the dead, including Sudarso, were buried by the
Dutch in Kaimana. Sudomo has always defended himself,
sayinghis mission was to 1and commandos, not to engage
in a naval battle.

The shame of this debacle made Sudomo's position as
director of naval operations untenable. He was soon
shifted to Inkopal, the navy's central purchasing board,
in charge of keeping the force supplied with basic

Purging the navy

Sudomo's first Herculean task after Suharto's selzure
of power was when, as chief-of-staff of the navy from
1969 till 1973, he was charged with purging the ranks of
naval and marine officers of leftists and Sukamoists.
He did this with such enthusiasm, seeing off more than
1,500 officers, that a joke circulated at the time that
if someone did not stop him soon, Indonesia would end up
with a fleet of vessels but no-one to operate them.

Sudomo used the purge to settle old soores, but his
primary duty was to cleanse the navy of its anti New
Order reputation and its nostalgia for Sukarmo. To
Suharto both the navy and the marine corps were security
threats. To this day, many retired officers still bear
deep grudges against Sudomo for the ruthless way he cut

short their naval careers.
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permission to strike. And for sure, I will not give
permission to strike because, in my opinion, going
on strike means applying principles of liberal
thinking while we are already in the period of
Pancasila Industrial Relations. [Berita Buana, 21
December 1984]

As Minister of Labour, he introduced new requlations
on the role of the trade unions, and set up a tripartite
system (labour, management and local officials) for
controlling labour disputes. To prevent disputes from
spilling over into strikes, he set up a 'task force'
with military inrvolvement, ready when necessary to take
action against the workers.

He also further tamed the FBSI, the only officially-
recognised trade union federation, and succeeded in
removing its leader, Agus Sudono, who was too much of a
street-fighter with a following of his own to be
amenable to regime control.

But such 'dull' ministerial responsibilities were
clearly not to his liking. Shortly before Suharto
announced his new cabinet in March, Sudomo was
complaining about years of "crowing without troops".
What he wanted again was real power. At first sight, his
appointment as Minister-Coordinator for Political and
Security Affairs seemed to remove him still further from
power. His predecessors in the position had been little
more than decorations. But within weeks, Sudomo was
showing remarkable confidence in his new job.

One thing to his advantage is that this time round,
Suharto is giving more authority to his minister-
coordinators. But primarily it is the character of
Sudomo himself that determines what he will make of his
new post. As Minister-Coordinator, he takes overall
charge of a mumber of crucial ministries, including the
home affairs and justice ministries and the attorney-
general's office, and foreign affairs. But in terms of
top-level centres of power, Sudomo also functions as a
middle-force between the two super-power centres,
Murdani and Sudharmono.

Murdani has placed many of the men he trusts in vital

positions in the general staff and lower down in the
army hierarchy, while Sudharmono, now vice-president,
has strengthened his hold over several ministries and
over the bureaucracy. In other words, both men have
their own power bases which could conceivably pose
problems for Suharto. Sudomo has the special attraction
for Suharto of being totally loyal but lacking his own
power base. In order not to get squeezed between the two
super-powers, Suharto appears to have given Sudomo a
central position, with vast powers that have until now
been reserved for a Kopkamtib commander.

Back in the Kopkamtib saddle?

At the time of the cabinet changes in March, it was
announced that K opkamtib would be overhauled. To this
day, the new format remains a mystery. General Murdani,
now Minister of Defence and Security, is still Kopkamtib
commander but appears to be more interested in other
things. There is not much sign of Try Sutrisno, the new
armed forces commander-in-chief, getting the job,
lacking experience in intelligence and security
operations. But without waiting for any formal
appointment, Sudomo is behaving as if he were back in
his old job, defining strategies on how to run the
latest campaign against former political prisoners and
how to handle the current wave of student unrest. For
reasons unexplained, he was at the Attorney-General's
side when the latter announced the ban on Pramoedya's
latest book. Suharto's old watchdog is back in power and
no-one doubts that he is thoroughly enjoying himself.

SR o e e o e

ARMS SALES

Update on British arms deals
with Indonesia

* Plessey Defence Systems of Christchurch, Kent have
won a contract to supply a command and control
information system called Generics to Indonesia. The
system is designed to give military commanders the
latest in situation management capability, with up—-to-
the-minute information on both friendly and hostile
forces in the air, on sea or on land, integrated for
rapid assessment. Indonesia is Plessey's first customer
for the system. [Jakarta Post, 24 May 1988]

The Generics information system could well be used by
Indonesian troops operating in East Timor or West Papua,
helping them to keep track of elusive and highly mobile
querrilla forces.

* GKL, a London-based company has been involved for
several years in refurbishing the 160 armed personnel
carriers (A PCs) - Saladins, Saracens and Ferrets - which
the UK supplied to Indonesia some fifteen to twenty
years ago. G KL is refitting these counter-insurgency
vehicles with new quns, equipping them with more up-to-
date equipment for present-day use and generally
overhauling them. These APCs were used by the Indonesian

armed forces to quell student demonstrations during the
1970s and are thought t© be in constant use in East
Timor.

* British Aerospace, the UK company with the most
extensive arms deals with Indonesia, is just completing
the construction of an Army College of Technology in
East Java. The College, worth nearly £3 million, is the
first ever built by BAe anywhere in the world. It will
provide a 27-month course to ninety students giving them
the necessary background to operate and maintain the
Rapier air-defence missile defence system being supplied
to Indonesian by BAe.

The construction of this College "came together
tremendously quickly," said a senior BAe official. "This
was because a strong trust had been built up between BAe
and the Indonesian army."

The course management has been sub-contracted to Bell
Educational Trust in Cambridge, and it is expected that
the Indonesian army will be able to take over the whole

of the college training in five or six years' time. [BAe

News, March 1988] %
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ECONOMICS

IGGI almost doubles its aid to
Indonesia

The Inter-Governmental Group on Indonesia this year
agreed to grant the ailing Indonesian economy a record
$5.7 billion, which is nearly eighty per cent higher
than the $3.15 billion granted last year. Japan alone
acocounts for $2.3 billion of this total.

In addition to project aid, which is tied to projects
agreed between the donor country or agency and
Indonesia, and programme aid, which is untied and
available for use over a five-year period, the IGGI this
year decided to grant $2.4 billion in a new form of aid
known as 'special aid' which provides especially
favourable terms of convertibility into rupiahs. This
aid is a reserve of foreign currency that can be drawn
on by Indonesia within a year and sold on the foreign
exchange market to finance imports. The rupiah proceeds
will be used to cover the rupiah costs of government
projects. This huge chunk of aid will therefore help to
reduce Indonesia's balance of payments deficit and
finance the govermment's budget deficit.

$600 million of this special aid (from Japan) is
included in the total of $4.01 billion which was
announced as IGGI's allocation for this year, but most
of the special aid is described as being "outside the
IGGI scheme" [Jakarta Post, 17 June]. IGGI aid this year
therefore consists of $4.01 billion plus $1.7 billion
'special aid' which, for reasons as yet unclear, is
described as being 'outside the IGGI scheme'.

The breakdown of the $4.01 billion portion of IGGI aid
is as follows:

Bilateral aid
Australia $ 37.6 million
Austria $ 8.16 million
Canada $ 39.47 million
France $ 179.41 million
West Germany $ 105.99 million
Italy $ 66.66 million
Japan $ 1,400.00 million
Netherlands $ 92.97 million
New Zealand $ 2,44 million
Spain $ 30.00 million
Switzerland $ 15.77 million
UK $ 109.22 million
USA $ 90.00 million
Multilateral aid
World Bank $ 1,200.00 million
Asian Development Bank $ 550.00 million
UN Development Programme $ 32,00 million
UNFPA $ 7.00 million
World Food Programme $ 10.00 million
IFAD $ 15.00 million
EEC $ 18.04 million
UNICEF $ 6.00 million

The breakdown of the special aid (part inside and part
outside the IGGI scheme) is as follows:

Japan $ 1,700.00 million
France $ 39.96 million

West Germany $ 22,92 million
Netherlands $ 84.29 million
USA $ 67.00 million
World Bank $ 300.00 million
Asian Development Bank $ 150.00 million

Sources: Kompas, 16 June and Jakarta Post, 17 June 1988.

A number of IG GI countries have agreed to give part or
all of their aid this year in the form of an outright
gift. These include Australia and Canada (100 per cent
gift), the Netherlands (60 per cent) and the USA (57 per
cent) (Tempo, 25 Junel.

More aid from the UK

The UK decision to make a new aid commitment this year
certainly came as something of a surprise. Only days
before the IG GI met in Holland, the British Secretary of
Stabke for Energy, Cecil Parkinson, on a visit to
Jakarta, was showing impatience with Indonesia because
it had failed to take up the lion's share of the £140
million in soft loans granted to Indonesia in June 1986.
So far, only two projects worth about €20 million each
have been initiated. The outstanding credit of £100
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million is due to expire in September this year, unless
the Thatcher Government agrees to allow an extension
[Jakarta Post, 9 June, and Financial Times, 10 Junel.

Yet the UK agreed on an extra commitment this year of
$100 million. The Financial Times [30 June] quoted a
British aid official as saying: "We just have to hang in
there”. It added that the new allocation was "a measured
decision by the UK, part goodwill, part commercial
necessity (because) it is well aware that any recovery
in the Indonesian economy could open up a vast market
for major infrastructure projects".

Among the British companies hoping to cash in on the
credits made available by the British taxpayer are
British Petroleum for a proposed oil refinery ('despite
the over-capacity in the region", adds Financial Times),
Trafalgar House which is negotiating involvement in
construction of a toll-road scheme worth £400 million,
and British Aerospace which is anticipating a deal for
its latest military aircraft, the Hawk 200.

Why so much support for Indonesia?

The Indonesian Government, supported by most of the
Indmesian press, has welcomed this year's IGGI aid
commitment as proof of renewed international confidence
in the Indonesian economy. There has been hardly any
criticism, apart from some rather muted worries that a
country already so heavily in debt should set about
resolving its problem by relying on yet more external
borrowing. According to one daily, IGGI aid to Indonesia
is now larger than that given by aid consortiums to any
other country [ Kompas, 17 June 1988].

According to the World Bank's 1988 Report on
Indonesia, Indonesia's total disbursed debt had reached
$41.28 billion by the end of 1987. Servicing the debt
now requires almost 40 per cent of foreign exchange
earnings, whereas 52.8 per cent of the state's routine
expenditure has to be used to repay creditors and pay
interest charges.

But more than $17 billion of foreign aid committed
before 1988 is undisbursed, making one wonder why yet
more aid is considered to be necessary, when so much has
not yet been taken up.

The fact is that many economic projects are not able
to proceed because of the lack of rupiahs to finance
domestic costs, which is partly because so much state

"t's all so confusing. Should I be happy or sad?*

ECONOMICS

revenue has to be set aside to service debt repayments.
This explains why so much of this year's aid commitment
is given in the form of 'special assistance' aid. But
this alone does not explain why IGGI countries have
decided to be so generous to Indonesia.

All-out Japanese support

Certainly a major factor is Tokyo's decision to give
Indonesia $2.3 billion this year, which is 87 per cent
higher than Japan's aid commitment last year. More than
ever now, it is Japan that is calling the tune in
Indonesia and in the IGGI. More than a third of
Indonesia's bilateral external debt is owed to Japan. It
is significant that the Japanese decision was announced
a couple of weeks before the IGGI meeting, giving the
sigmal to other member-states to pull out all the stops
to help. West European countries in particular seem
determined to preserve their stake in the Indonesian
ecanomy, particularly in the face of growing competition
from Japan.

Much enthusiasm has been expressed by IMF and World
Bank spokesmen and western economics ministers over
Indonesia's repeated pledge that it does not want to
alleviate its debt servicing burden by seeking to re—
schedule its debt payments. Even so, Indonesia made
strenuous efforts to convince Japan to agree to
'restructure' its obligations towards that country.
After all, as many economists have stressed, ore crucial
factor causing Indonesia's debt service ratio to rise so
dramatically is the strength of the Japanese yen against
the dollar. To compensate for what has become known as
the 'yendaka' factor, Indonesia wanted Japan either to
convert part of its past debts into grants, or to give
part of this year's commitment in the form of a grant,
or to allow Indonesia to repay Japan not at the current
dollar-yen exchange rate but at the rate that was valid
when the credit was received, when the dollar was a much
stronger currency. Japan firmly rejected all three
propcasals and the Japanese ambassaor in Jakarta did not
conceal his annoyance when, even after the $2.3 billion
allocation had been announced, Indonesia's Finance
Minister, J.B. Sumarlin, again publicly urged Japan to
consider one of these alternatives.

According to a statement by Widjojo Nitisastra, who
negotiated the aid package from Japan on Suharto's

behalf, Japan's aid commitment for 1988 is precisely the
same as the amount that Indonesia must pay Japan this
year to service its debt [Kompas, 2 June]. Japan seems
to be 'giving' Indonesia with one hand what it will take
back ‘with the other, so why not just cancel the debt?
Clearly such a straightforward solution would not
enhance Japan's grip on the Indonesian economy.

Japan is by far the largest investor in Indonesia. Its
investments in sectors other than the oil, gas and
financial sectors since 1967 have reached $5.8 billion,
followed by Hongkong (with $2.01 billion), West Germany
($1.81 billion), the US (€1.24 billion) and the
Netherlands ($1.13). Its lead in the oil/gas and
financial sectors is even more striking, with a total of
$9 billion, as compared with its closest rival, the US,
at $4 billion [Jakarta Post, 11 June 1988].

Tempo, 25 June 1988.
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Switching to export orientation

But the Japanese factor is only part of the story.
There have been important shifts in Indonesian economic
policy in the past year or so. The fall in the price of
oll has forced Indonesia to focus more heavily on
promoting non—ail exports to reverse its ever worsening
balance of payments deficit. De-regulatory measures have
been introduced, promoting the interests of exporters.
Under strong pressure from the World Bank, there has
been a shift away from import substitution, towards
export orientation. This is very welcome to industrial
nations which are keen to penetrate the Indonesian
market with their own products and strongly appose the
whole idea of import substitution.

A second shift has been in favour of foreign capital
investment, For many years, the government has kept
certain industries off-limits to foreign investors, laid
down stringent rules to secure majority Indonesian
participation in companies set up with foreign capital,
and limited the role of foreign personnel. These
protective measures are fast disintegrating. A package
of measures last December removed the ban on foreign
companies in Indonesia handling exports, and recently,
the Capital Investment Board announced that foreign
investors are no longer bound by a minimum of one
million dollars for an investment project. This is
particularly welcome to potential investors from Asia's
new ly-industrialised countries (NICs) who now need to
find investment havens off-shore because of rising
labour costs at home and, in the case of South Korea,
growing labour unrest.

The re-adjustments introduced in the past year or so
are precisely what the international financial community
has been wanting for many years. The aid committed this
year is by way of a reward for compliance and a means of
pressing far yet more re-adjustments, as is abundantly
clear from statements emanating from the IGGI meeting.
Dutch Minister for Overseas Cooperation, Piet Bukman,
-

said that aid will continue to be needed by Indonesia
"until stable growth has been restored’, while the final
statement stressed that Indonesia will need more help
from the international donor community to carry out

further re-adjustments, to improve the climate for
investment and to enhance the orientation towards
exports [Kompas, 17 June).

The massive emphasis on balance of payments support
means that the industrial nations also want to prop up
Indonesia's currency reserves, thus avoiding a further
devaluation of the rupiah or runs on foreign exchange
that have been so harmful to foreign investors in
Indonesia in the past few years.

Above all, this year's aid commitments have greatly
reinforced Indonesia's dependence on foreign aid and
investment, putting a stop to the nationalism and
protectionism which marked Indonesian economic policy
throughout the period of the oil boom.

What no-one mentions in all this is that Indonesia's
authoritarian regime and Suharto's track record as one
of the world's longest-ruling dictators leads foreign
investors and financiers to believe that their growing
interests in Indonesia are likely to enjoy military
protection for some time to come. Political security has
now combined with economic circumstances that have
forced Jakarta to comply with investors demands, making
Indonesia one of the most attractive countries in the
Third World to investors from both east and west
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Will the real HMI stand u»?

Ever since the 16th Congress of the HMI (Himpunan
Mahasiswa Islam, Islamic Students Association) two years
ago in Padang, the organisation has been split in two.
The source of the conflict was whether to accept the
State doctrine of Pancasila as the sole principle or to
stick to the HMI's original ideals.

Since then, the rift has widened, as became apparent
when the two wings held congresses which showed how far
apart they were. The 'official' wing has gradually
adjusted itself to its new role as a Pancasila
organisation, flirting with Golkar, the government
party, to win official favour. It was even being
suggested, as the 17th Congress drew near, that it be
re-named the Indonesian Students Union, removing 'Islam’
from its title. The other wing, known as Majelis
Penyelamat Organisation (MPO) or Council to Safequard
the Organisation, has stuck to its Islamic principles.

The MPO Corgress in Kaliurang, Jogjakarta, took place
w ithout disturbance. Everything proceeding acoording to
plan. There were 150 delegates from thirteen branches.
It was decided to stick to the principle laid down when
the HMI was founded in 1947. The only 'flaw' was the
lack of a permit. In a country where even the most

innocuous social gathering needs official permission, it
was quite risky to hold such a large meeting without
police approval. The resigning chairman, Eggie Sudjana,
said they had taken a calculated risk: "If we had
applied for a permit, would they have given us one?"
{ Tempo, 14 July 1988.] For the rext two years, the MPO
will be chaired by Tamsil Linrung from Ujung Pandang,
South Sulawesi.

By contrast the 'official' Congress in Lhokseumawe,
Aceh, was in turmoil from start to finish and had to go
on for an extra two days to finish its agenda. Virtually
every speaker was shouted down. Despite government
backing, the chairman, Saleh Khalid had difficulty
getting endorsement for his end-of-term report. During
his two years in office, he had reshuffled the board
twice because of internal frictions.

Although the 'official' wing can claim to represent
the majority of members, it has been greatly weakened
by rifts and personal ambitions. The HMI, traditionally
Indonesia's largest student federation, is fast losing
influence on the campuses. The adoption of Pancasila is
clearly at the root of the trouble.
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STUDENT PROTESTS

commander of the armed forces and commander of the
powerful Kopkamtib, was seen as leaning towards the
western option.

Suharto kept his options open, recognising the need
for both. A violent clash between the two cliques of
generals exploded in the streets on 15 January 1974.
General Ali Murtopo of the ASPRI wing orchestrated
rioting and looting which led to the qutting of a four-
storey shopping-centre. Although few doubted that
Murtopo's notorious Opsus outfit was responsible, the
students were blamed. The movement was crushed and many
activists were arrested, while Sumitro and his group
were fired.

Few Malari figures became acoommodationists and most
have retained their reforming zeal, working in NGOs. An

exception is Theo Sambuaga who won a position in the
official youth body, KNPI and is now creeping up the
Golkar ladder.

Although Malari failed to build bridges with the urban
poor and the emerging working class, its demands enjoyed
great popularity. But the impression lives on that
Malarl was used by pro-western generals to take a swipe
at the Japanese lobby. This was reinforced by Suharto's
decision, after Malari, to disband ASPRI, a shrewd move
to replace poor achievers like General Suryo. It gave
him a chance to reshuffle his inner core while giving
the impression that he was meeting the students'
demands.

The 1977/78 movement

By 1977, the eoconomic situation in Indonesia had
changed. While it was reaping the benefits of the oil
boom, the state oil company, Pertamina had collapsed
through corruption and mismanagement, only to be rescued
by the IMF. Suharto, now firmly in power for more than a
decade, was showing his true colours as a despotic
tyrant, centralising power in the hands of a small
clique, accumulating wealth and building the foundations
of a hugely wealthy extended First Family.

+ .I// \

From a 1978 student pamphlets "Return the armed forces
to their proper function.”

Although only three years had elapsed, the 77/78
movement differed markedly from Malari. For the first
time, the students were clearly anti-militarist, and
openly criticised Suharto and his family, even raising
demands for his resignation. For Suharto and the army,
this was going too far. Student leaders on many campuses
were rounded up, many to face trial and heavy sentences.

Unlike the K AMI movement a decade earlier which was
run by extra-campus organisations such as Catholic and
Muslim stident organisations, the 1974 and 1978
movements were organised by campus-based student
councils (DM) and student senates (SM). Another feature
in the seventies was the role of the student press.
Campus periodicals, leaflets and brochures were produced
which have since become invaluable historical documents,
containing analyses that are as valid today as they ever
were, especially regarding the nature of military rule.

Although some 1978 leaders later sought survival
through collaboration, few have found a place in Golkar
or the bureaucracy, as their attacks on the First Family
proved unforgivable.

From a 1978 student pamphletz "The younger generation on

trial.

Curbing student protest

The two upsurges, coming in such close praximity,
convinced the regime that it was now time to strike at
the very foundation of student protest, once and for
all. Even before the latter movement peaked, the
Education Department issued Regulation 028 prohibiting
students from taking part in active politics and
demonstrations. The ruling was ignored but a much
greater blow was struck when Education Minister, Daud
Yusuf, issued Regulation 0156 for "normalisation" of
campus life, known as the NK K. The DMs ard SMs were
disbanded and replaced by new organisations that were
part of the university bureaucratic structure. In
addition, strict rules were introduced regarding study
timetables, to ensure that students would have no time
"to busy themselves with extra~campus affairs".

With their best leaders in prison, their councils
banned and all student meetings now needing permits, the
students were effectively depoliticised, so much so that
it has taken the best part of a decade for student
action to re-emerge. —_—
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But what do the student activists themselves think?
Petrus Barus, a suspended Unas student has spoken up
against financial swindles at the university, comparing
them to ripoffs in the local market. Others decry the
student organs that have replaced the DMs and SMs which
are described as simply an extension of the university
management. A student at the Semarang Teachers Training
College who himself chairs one of these government-
sponsored organs, believes that their lack of
effectiveness has prompted students to turn to direct
action. "All student representative bodies are defunct,
not only here but everywhere," [ Tempo, 14 May 1988].

Bandung students, traditionally in the vanguard of the
student movement, have been true to their reputation. A
group named Satgas, or Kesatuan Tugas (United Task
Force} was set up last year. (The choice of name is
unfortunate as Satgas is also the name of special army

intelligence units.) The student Satgas hopes to
rvek_indlc'ta past traditions, forge links with smd?'nts
elsewhere and circulate its publications widely. We
have no oconnection with any political group oOr
opposition figures. We are only students interested in
taking critical action to show the government we care
about what they are doing. We are against NK K. We are
against limitations on freedom." [FEER, 11 February
1988

It }.s too soon to predict where present developments
will lead, nor should comparisons be made with student
actions in South K orea or Burma. There is still no focus
on natiomal issues; Indonesian student activists must
still consolidate themselves around the most importapt
issue on campus, to oppose the dictatorial and anti-
democratic NK K regulation. ¥

RED DRIVE

When your name is on a list

"This was the most terrible thing that could possibly
have happened. It was as if they had murdered me," said
the grey-haired writer, lamenting his fate. He spoke in
a soft, unemotional voice, picking his words carefully.
“I am not entitled to anything, not even my pension."

The cause of the calamity was a letter he received
from the Department of Education and Culture on 24 May
notifying him that he had been dishonorably dismissed as
senior lecturer at the Faculty of Communications,
Pajajaran University, Bandung. This automatically meant
he could no longer teach either at the Police Academy or
at the Infantry's Centre of Education in Bandung.

The dismissal followed a charge that he had once been
a member of the outlawed organisation, Lekra, the League
of People's Culture, an organisation associated with the
PKI. "I have no idea how my name ever came to be on
Lekra's list," he told Tempo.

Let us call this father of four Sukresna. He joined
the staff of Unpad in 1969. His dismissal notice was
retrospective from 1 September last year. "This means
that I must pay back the wages I have received for the
lagt seven months.”

He realised that his name had ance been connected with
Lekra but thought that it had all been cleared up. "I
reported myself and asked to be screened. This all
happened in 1965 and 1966, through the military
ocommands, Koramil and K odim, through the Police and the
local government. Everything was cleared up and I was
allowed to resume my studies." He graduated in
communications studies in 1969.

On the imwvitation of the Russian Writers Union, he
once visited Mosocow, and visited North Korea and China.
On these trips, he travelled with the Jogjakarta writer,
W.S. Rendra. He was amazed because he was constantly
identified as the editor of Syntes a3, the journal of the
pro-PKI students' organisation, CGMI. "This is how the
PKI dragged people down,"” he said.

In 1965, two short novels of his, Api and Si Rangka,
were banned because of the Lekra charge. He had no
chance to challenge this, so he continued to be regarded
as a Lekra writer. Who now has plotted his downfall?

He thinks the trouble started four years ago. He had
been ordered to leave his home which was being taken
over for a local government project. But because the
lecturers' homes in Cigadung were not yet ready for use,
he moved in to a house on Jalan Sekeloa. The Dean of the
Faculty gave him two weeks to leave, but Sukresna
refused to move, asking first to be allowed to complete

various formalities. "Because of this, I came to be
reqarded as a rebel."

There were many repercussions, and the conflict with
the Faculty went on for ages. Sukresna came out the
loser. Two years later, he was investigated by the
Inspector-General of the Department on the Lekra
question. This time too, things were cleared up, but
later on, he was again called to account, this time by
the West Java special Kopkamtib officer (Laksusda).
Again, he emerged unscathed. "I can anly conclude that
the letter I have now received from the Department of
Education was sent at the prompting of the Faculty and
has nothing to do with the Laksusda."

Sukresna's dismissal came as a great shock to H.B.

Pre—>o ) s
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Jassin, the well-known literary critic and editor of
Kisah, a journal which often publishes short stories by
Kresna. "He's not a member of Lekra. He's not a
communist,” insists Jassin. Jassin regards Kresna as a
writer who was attracted by socialist realism, who
speaks out for justice and humanitarianism.

Some writers with views like this got taken on board
by Lekra, consciously or unconsciously. It's hard luck
for those who never became members but whose names
appear to have been included on the skipper's list.

[Translated from Tempo, 16 July 1988.] )+ d
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Fretilin gains in strength

But by this time, Fretilin had become very experienced
and was firmly established as a resistance movement.
People say they have five or six hundred armed
guerrillas. During the fence-of-legs, Indonesia captured
127 firearms. I know, because I was working with them at
the time and saw the documents. But in 1983, Fretilin
obtained an additional twohundred weapons, making them
stronger than before. But I dmnt believe there are only
five hundred armed guerrillas. From 1980 to 1983, I was
able to follow the situation closely because I was
working with Indonesian intelligence. I am certain there
are more than five hundred armed gquerrillas.

I am talking about armed personnel. Altogether there
are at least a thousand guerrillas, of whom at least
five hundred are armed. Five hundred sounds like a small
number but for a country the size of East Timor, it's
not small. A guerrilla movement with five hundred armed
personnel, with rich experiences going back thirteen
years, cannot be regarded as trivial. East Timor is a

INTERVIEW

small country with a population of about 600,000 people.
No-one, least of all the Indonesians, can afford to
under-estimate such a movement.

Finally ocould you say something about Fretilin's
military strateqgy?

There are two basic points. Firstly, waging mobile
warfare, with gquerrillas operating in small, mobile
groups throughout the interior. This is combined with a
system of tactical offensive which means that groups
launch diversionary attacks against a number of
Indonesian positions in different parts of the country,
on this or that town, sometimes simaltanecusly. The
guerrillas are extremely sparing with théir firearms and
ammunition; they only fire when they are sure of their
target, of getting an Indonesian soldier and, if
possible, capturing a weapon, several weapons and some
ammunition. These tactics continually replenish Fretilin
forces, while causing Indonesian casualties and creating
a sense of insecurity on the enemy side. 3+1

WEST PAPUAN REFUGEES

West Papuans expelled from Vanuatu

The government of Father Walter Lini has ordered all
West Papuans who were living in Vanuatu to leave the
country, alleging that they had been involved in a
political conflict involving a former minister, Barak
Sope. But Father Lini has made it clear, in a press
statement, that his "Govermment's support for the
independence of West Papua remains firm and is in no way
affected by the recent events. The Vanuatu Govermment is
the only government in the world which officially
supports West Papuan independence." |

When the deportation order was served on 6 June, the
OPM representative in Vanuatu, Rex Rumakiek, was in
Australia, and has since been seeking to obtain
permission to remain in Australia. Five other West
Papuans in Port Vila are members of the Black Brothers
band who, with their relatives, have been unable to
leave because they have no place to go and no means to
get anywhere. Because they were unable to comply with
the deportation order, they were placed in detention on
14 June. Those arrested are Andi Ayamiseba, his younger
brother William, Stevie Mambor, August Rumwaropen and
EH Ayamiseba. Others named on the deportation order are
Andi Ayamiseba Senior, Leila Ayamiseba and her two
daughters Isadora and Dolphing, band member Benny Bettay
Tan, his wife and their two children Dickie and Jill,
Mrs Rumwaropen and her daughters Leah, Ros and Petra,
and William Ayamiseba's wife, Emily, a Solomon Islander.

The Black Brothers is a West Papuan pop group which
was very popular in Indonesia right up to the time the
whole group defected.

Andi Ayamiseba Senior holds a Dutch passport but the
others hold only Dutch alien travel documents. The
members of the Black Brothers band sought asylum in
Holland after being forced to leave Papua New Guinea in
1980, under pressure from Jakarta.

In 1983, the then Vanuatu Immigration Minister, Barak
Sope helped the group to enter and settle in Vanuatu as
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his personal friends and business associates. They had
no formal status as refugees. When a conflict flared up
between Sope and Prime Minister Lini, they lost their
protection. But having left the Netherlands, they had
forfeited their right of residence in that country.
They are now seeking permission to enter Australia.
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WEST PAPUA

West Papua, Frey had access to documents containing
figures recording Mission flights over many years. He
became aware of the extent to which mission aviation is
utilised by the Indonesians, in particular the military.

Apart from AMA, the Catholic aviation company, the
Protestants run Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAP) and
the Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) also run an
aviation service. Together, they use about three hundred
airstrips. Most are situated in regions accessible only
by jungle footpaths, so the airstrips are the only link
with the outside world. Indonesian officials are
entirely dependent on Mission aircraft for keeping
contact with posts set up close to the airstrips.

When he complained to the four Catholic bishops in
West Papua about this abuse of Mission activity, he was
told that if the Missions refused to make flights for
the military, they would not be allowed to remain in
West Papua. "Even if only 18 per cent of our flights are
for the Mission, we are still helping the people,” the
bishops sald. "If we were thrown out, we would not be
able to do even this. We cannot accept that."

Becoming an OPM suspect

As for Frey himself, he was compelled to fly many
missions for the army, but when he declared on one
occasion that he was not willing to undertake a flight
the next morning for the military, he soon realised that
he had became a suspect, a victim of the Indonesian view
that "who is not with us is against us, and who is
against us must be part of the OPM".

He became afraid for his life when he discovered that
there had been an attempt to tamper with a plane he was
about to fly. Soon after, he overheard two Indonesians
plotting to get rid of him so he and his family took the
decision to escape immediately to the 'free world', to
Nhulunbuy in northern Australia.

After the family arrived back safely in Switzerland,
the document he had studied about flight activity found
its way to Europe and is now in the hands of the West
Papuan People's Frant which is based in the Netherlands.
The Front has since studied the documents and found,
among other things, a direct co-relation between
periodic upsurges in the number of flights for the
military and the intensification of military operations
in 1969, 1976, 1977, 1978 and 1984. [De Waarheid, 18
June 1988.]

West Papuan refugees in Warastone

refuse to move

More than two hundred West Papuan refugees who are now
living near Warastone beach, close to Vanimo, in West
Sepik Province, have refused to move to East Awin which
has been designated as the camp to acﬁf:lemodate all West
Papuan refugees in Papua New G a.

a'Il‘Dh&ee refugee famuieg are from Biak and Serui. They
were originally living in Blackwater camp but decided to
leave the camp several years ago and set themselves up
on the beach at Warastone. All the Blackwater camp
refugees were airlifted to East Awin early in May.
Several weeks later, the UN High Commission for Refugees
representative in Port Moresby and the PNG Government
asked the refugees in Warastone to move as well, but
they have refused to do so. No efforts have been made to
force them to move.

According to the UNHCR representative, they will
contime to be treated as refugees until the government
decides what to d. It is government policy not to allow
any refugees to remain outside the camps specially
designated for them, If this is applied in the case of
the West Papuans in Warastone, it could result in their
losing the food and other aid they have been receiving
until now from the UNHCR. [ Post Courier, 8 June 1988}

There are fears that the new Foreign Minister, Michael
Somare, may decide to take action against them, once he
has settled in to his new job. X

Villagers sue Conoco oil company

Villagers from twelve villages in the vicinity of
Sorong, West Papua have initiated proceedings in court
to sue Pertamina, the Indonesian state oil company, and
Conoco, the US oil company, for destroying more than
900,000 sago trees. The destruction occurred when the
companies were engage in exploration for oil back in
1979. The amount of compensation being sought runs into
billions of rupiahs.

Apart from a single item in Jakarta Post of 24 June
1988, which quotes Merdeka, and reports very briefly
about the first court hearing, we have not seen any
other press reports about this valliant attempt, the
first of its kind as far as we know, by villagers to
force companies to compensate them for the enormous
damage inflicted on their sources of livelihood. %

What our readers can do

Theo Frey has asked us to request our readers to write
to the three mission aviation companies in West Papua,
urging them not allow the Indonesian military to use
their aircraft. He believes that this would convince
missionary associations that their reprehensible
activities are being watched world-wide.

The three companies are:

Associated Mission Aviation
Mission Aviation Fellowship
Summer Institute of Liguistics

The addresses of all three are:

Sentani,

Irian Jaya,

Indonesia X

Subscriptions
Annual rates UK Europe,
(six issues) overseas, air
Individuals £ 8.50 £10.00
Institutions £15.00 £15.00

Girocheques and eurocheques welcome. US cheques
and all other cheques not drawn on a London bank
must add £1.50 to cover bank charges.

TAPOL’s Giro account number is: 56 781 4009

Rates for Australian subscribers (air):

Individuals A$25.00
Institutions A$38.00

Australian subscribers may pay, at these rates, to:

TAPOL (Australia)
P.O. Box 229,
Collingwood, Victoria 3086.

Subscriptions and correspondence to:

TAPOL,
111 Northwood Road, Thornton Heath,
Surrey CR4 8HW Tel: (01) 771 2904

24 TAPOL Bulletin No. 88, August 1988



