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POLITICS

of general. He takes over as C~in-C at the ripe old age
of 52, far older than any of his predecessors. The 1945
generation achieved high office already in their

thirties. Murdani was 50 when he took over, while others
before him were in their forties or even younger.

Try's smooth appearance and populist image encourage
some observers to see him as a likely successor to
Suharto. The Indonesian media has boosted his 'baby-
face' appearance, often referring to him as Cak Su, the
nickname by which he is known to friends. A closer lock
at his background will show that he is in the tradition
of colourless, even powerless, commanders-in-chief who
held the post in the decade before Murdani.

What is most remarkable about Try, a graduate of the
Army School of Engineers, is that he will be the only
general in the p resent leadership who never attended the
AMN and who has neither infantry or paratroop training
and experience. All the others, Sudradjat, Sugiarto,
Sahala Rajagukguk and Sugito, are paracommandos with
plenty of combat experience, especially in East Timor.
The man who takes over from him as army chief-of-staff,
Eddy Sudradjat, is the type that most Indonesian
soldiers can regard as "one of us". True, Try has sound
Javanese and Muslim antecedents, but he is hardly the
man to win the respect of AMN graduates. They are more
likely to see him as an obstacle in the way of AMN
ascendancy, only a few years older than others in the
general staff who are eager to get to the top.

The two C-in-Cs who preceded Murdani were both
oolourless and powerless men, gppointed in the aftermath
of General Sumitro's term when Suharto was caught off-
guard by the former's ambitions, reflected so clearly
during the student unrest of 1974. First there was
General Maraden Panggabean, a Tapanuli general, always
ill-at-ease with the Javanese generals surrounding him,

Then came General Jusuf, a Buginese, who held non-
military posts for twelve years before his unexpected
appointment as C-in~C in March 1978. Jusuf's term was
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highly deceptive. While he roamed the country, with
journalists in tow to show him being nice to the troops,
it was his deputy, Admiral Sudomo, conCU_rI’entlY
Kopkamtib commander, who actually ran things at
headquarters. Some even saw the popular Jusuf at the
time as a possible crown prince; yet on leaving the top
ABRI pcst, he was put in charge of the State Auditing
Agency and expected to grapple with the misuse of state
funds.

Try is very much in the tradition of Panggabean and
Jusuf. His efforts to project himself as a Javanese
traditionalist (he gave part of his first interview
after being appointed in Javanese) will not win over
many officers for whom prowess in the field of battle is
paramount. His knowledge of the Qu'ran may even work
against him as many senior officers look upon people
from a pious Muslim background with suspicion.

But the new C-in—-C has been known as ane of Suharto's
favourites for many years. Back in 1972, at the army
seminar held to discuss "the passing on of the 1945
values", Try was the spokesman of the younger
generation, being the most senior younger oﬁiwr
present. In 1974, Suharto made him his personal adjutant
for over three years. During this time, he was treated
like 'one of the family', and this became a period for
establishing a special tie of loyalty to the 'state
leadership'.

Try's direct link with Subharto is of special
importance. None of the cther generals at headquarters
can be expected to have the same sense of loyalty.:While
they see their loyalty as being to the state and may
even be troubled by the enormaus power amd wealth of the
First Family, Try is, by contrast, Suharto's man.

After serving as Suharto's adjutant, he became chief-
of-staff of Udayana Division (1978-79), encompassing
East Timor. This was the worst period of hunger and
devastation for the people of East Timor. Then Try took
command of the South Sumatra Sriwijaya Division, and
from 1982-85 he was commander of the Jakarta Military
Command, a prestigious post. From there, he took two
further steps up, becoming assistant ABRI chief-of-staff
in 1985 and chief-of-staff in 1986. He became a four-
star general in 1987.

Try's engineering background will serve him in good
stead as the army becomes increasingly involved in the
transfer of technology. A leading partner in this
enterprise is British Aerospace, which is constructing a
College of Technology in Karangploso, East Java, at a
cost of £3 million, to train technicians "with the
necessary background to operate and maintain the Rapier
air-defence missile system being supplied by British
Aerospace” [BAe News, March 1988].

Like most generals, Try also chairs a sports
association, the Badminton Association, the only field
of sport where Indonesia occasionally excels. 2 ¢
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MUSLIM TRIALS

Zakaria and Bambang Suprianto, refused to be sworn in
and collectively withdrew with proces-verbales. The
defendant who was being tried by the North Jakarta
District Court had allegedly attacked the Pancasila in a
sermon at Asholihin Mosque in 1985, saying that it is
"ephemeral and applies canditionally in certain places,
meaning that it need not be adhered to". All four
witnesses have already been sentenced by the South
Jakarta District Court. Tjipto was found quilty and
given a sentence of seven years.

The East Jakarta District has also started hearing NII
cases. The first man is identified only as DAB, 40, a
roof-tile trader, accused of raising funds for NII
[Merdeka, 4 March).

Cirebon trials

While the Jakarta trials are labelled NII trials, the
trials in Cirebon, West Java, are branded as Jemaah
Islam trials. Press reporting has been very meagre,
mentioning only the initials of the accused and the
sentences passed. As reported earlier, Lukman Hakim was
the first to be sentenced, receiving fourteen years.
Another six, Aqus Nana, Haris Mansyur, Dadang, Beny
Achmad, Asep Jodi and Dalis Burhanuddin have all been
given nine years.

A further eight trials have recently started, of which
three names are known: Is, 33, is accused of fund-
raising, Daim, 30, is said to be a liaison officer, and
TR, is said to be in charge of giving guidance to new
cadres [Pikiran Rakyat, 4 March]. X

A letter from Indonesia

The following is a slightly abridged translation of a letter received from Indonesia, commenting on Indonesia: Muslims

on Trial, published by TAPOL in April 1987.

Your book Indonesia: Muslims on Trials moved me deeply
because you comprehend the subject quite well. I am
fairly familiar with the case of Ir Sanusi who, as you
say, received two sentences of nineteen and twenty
years. He is now in Cipinang Prison, Jakarta.

The witnesses who incriminated Sanusi had been badly
tortured. The prosecutor interrogated them initially
without using torture but he came under pressure from
the authorities to produce interrogation reports
containing confessions which had been extracted by
force. Later in court, the witnesses retracted their
statements but the judges ignored this. The judges were
also under pressure from the super-security (original,
English), known as Kopkamtib. This makes it very easy
for the rulers to eliminate their political opponents
with the help of the Anti-Subversion Law of 1963.

Originally, the authorities constructed a case against
Sanusi, setting him up as the 'godfather’, the architect
of Indonesia's political troubles. The scheme was shown
to the other detainees who were told to endorse it. But
as the events unfolded, it became increasingly difficult
to stick to the story. Eventually, some cases had to be
tried separately from Sanusi's, but the case they had
concocted against him had gone too far to be withdrawn
so they pressed ahead with the serious charges against
Sanusi.

Why Sanusi?

witnesses by force. He first met Tashrif, the man in
charge of the bombings, cnly a week beforehand, by which
time all the preparations had been made. The only one of
the group he knew well was Basuki, with whom he had some
business connections.

Yet the prosecutor demanded the death sentence and the
court sentenced him to 19 years; the verdict was upheld
on appeal. As a matter of fact, the prosecutor was
almost in tears as he read his summing-up because these
were not his views but drafted on orders from above. He
himself originally thought Sanusi would anly get about
two years.

The two main charges in Sanusi's second trial,
conspiracy to assassinate Suharto in Jakarta and trying
to set up an Islamic State (NII), were dropped for lack
of evidence. The anly remaining charge was one about a
conspiracy to assassinate Suharto in Jogjakarta. The
witnesses were tortured to extract statements alleging
that Samusi was the brains behind this so-called
conspiracy. They all complied, with the exception of
Mohamad Jabir who died in custody. You translated the
statement made in court by his nephew, Tagwa, who
testified that Jabir died under torture. Afterwards

—_—

But why did they focus on Sanusi? He had many social
contacts. He was a co-founder of the HMI (Muslim
Students Association) set up in 1947. He was active in
many Muslim organisations and a signatory of the
Petition-of-50. He started his career in the foreign
service and later worked at the ministries of industry
and public works. He was a cabinet minister in the first
post-1965 cabinet and a member of parliament and the MPR
(upper chamber) up to 1977. He wrote frequently in the
press and elsewhere.

The charges against him in the first trial were
fabrications. He was said to have given half a million
rupiahs (abaut $260) to pay for the detonators used in
the BCA bombings, based on statements extracted from

Occasional Reports No 6
reproduces TAPOL's
submission to the UN
Decolonisation Committee in
August 1987. It deals with
Indonesia's policy of
depopulating and
repopulating East Timor by
means of genocidal killings,
birth control and
transmigration.
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Tagwa went into hiding. I think he is now abroad, to
avoid being detained and tortured like his uncle.

The case against Sanusi collapses

Things went badly wrong for the prosecution in
Sanusi's first trial because all the witnesses changed
their evidence in court. So the prosecution adopted
different tactics in the second trial. A week before the
trial began, the witnesses were allowed home after
promising not to change their testimony in court. They
were warned that they would be re-arrested if they
changed their evidence. The trick worked because they
were so afraid of being re-arrested and beaten up;
moreover, Moh. Jabir had been tortured to death for
refusing to incriminate Sanusi.

What can human rights activists do in the face of such
goings-on? I think people should write to President
Suharto to warn him that such events will shock world
opinion and ask him to amnesty all these political
prisoners and others serving unduly heavy sentences.

Criticisms of your book

You wrote that Rahmat Basuki incriminated Sanusi; this
is not true. He retracted these statements and said
Sanusi was not involved in the bombings. In doing so, he
risked being re-interrogated and tortured. Fortunately
for him, this did not happen.

It is true that Syarifin Maloko was accused of
defecting to the security forces who are always trying
o sow discord between their political opponents. But we
should stand by the principle of the presumption of
innocence. All the indications are that Maloko never
betrayed. He evaded arrest for a year because he was
protected by his uncle. He is now serving his sentence
in Cipinang Prison with Sanusi, Basuki and the other

MUSLIM TRIALS

Muslim tapols. It was wrong for anyone, in particular
the Legal Aid Institute, to treat Maloko so unfairly.
I also think you are wrong to suggest that there is a

contradiction between the Javanese and the non-Javanese.
About forty per cent of the people arrested in Jakarta
after the Priok massacre were Javanese, along with
eighty per cent of those arrested in Central and East
Java. In fact, anti-government activities are far
stronger in Central and East Java than in West Java and
Jakarta.

It is a fundamental mistake to pit the Javanese
against the non-Javanese. Because of the bond of Islam,
there is no conflict between the ethnic groups. It is
also wrong to describe the Javanese as 'statistical
Muslims'; many of those tried in Central and East Java
were fundamentalists. You should not forget that two of
our greatest Muslim leaders, H.0.S Tjokroaminoto and
Kartosuwiryo, were Javanese.

The New Order regime has provoked nationwide
resistance because of the absence of democracy, the loss
of palitical freedoms, rampant corruption, the appalling
ecanomic conditions of the vast majority of people and
the "security-at-all-costs" obsession of the men in
power. Muslims are in the forefront of the resistance,
along with nationalists.

I fear that your assessment in this respect is the
result of information from circles who are out to sow
disocord between the Javanese and the non—-Javanese, in
the interests of 'divide and rule'.

I submit these thoughts to help give you a better
picture in the campaign to seek the release of all
political prisoners, We need to master the "art and
science" (orig. Eng.) of struggle because we confront
despots of the East. They long for a good international
image but ore of their weaknesses is their inability to
cope with the chronic problems of economic deprivation
and widespread unemployment.

Thank you for your attention and help. X

[Name and address withheld to protect the writer.]

Beautifying Kopkamtib

Kopkamtib, the Operaticnal Command for the Restoration
of Security and Order, which has since 1965 served as
the army's key weapon to repress political opposition,
is to be changed into a "less ferocious sounding”" organ
[ Tempo, 19 March 1988]. The Command was set up in the
aftermath of Suharto's seizure of power in 1965 and was
aimed at eliminating the Communist Party (PKI) and the
leftwing. It has since been used against other
opponents, most recently against Muslim activists.
The new structure was not made public when Suharto
announced the composition of his new cabinet on 21
March, fuelling speculation that conflicts or problems
have arisen over its composition and leadership.
Several points have emerged so far: the body will no
longer be a ‘'oommand' headed by a commander, but will be
a 'coordination body' (badan koordinasi) headed by a
'chairman'. Its task will no longer be the 'restoration
of security and order' but 'the safequarding of
development'. The chairmanship is likely to go to the
Minister of Defence, the Minister of the Interior, the
Minister of Justice or the Minister-Coordinator for
Political and Security Affairs, all of them posts that
are held by active-duty or retired officers. Kopkamtib's
successor agency wWill also have powers to use the army.

The armed forces commander will be called upon to order
the troops into action; in fact, he is likely to be a
member of the 'badan koordinasi' as well.
'Safeguarding development' is the term already long in
use to accuse people of subversion under the 1963 Anti-
Subversion Law. With troops at its disposal, the change
in name will not reduce the new bady’'s repressive powers

66 6.6, 6.

by one iota. Nor are Kopkamtib's special powers of
arrest and detention likely to be reduced; these have
till now been vested in the commander and the special
regional executors (laksusda) who are the regional
military commanders. By virtue of these special powers,
Kopkamtib officers have alw ays stood outside the law and
there is no reason to believe that the armed forces will

ever relinquish these powers. %
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CENSORSHIP

Indonesia grants small concession
to Australian media

The long-drawn—out campaign by Australian journalists to
fight the blanket ban that has been imposed on them by
the Indonesian authorities since 1986 has recently led
to acrimony and bitterness between journalists and the
Australian Foreign Minister, Bill Hayden.

Hayden has consistently refused to protest against
Jakarta's high-handed rejection of journalists, claiming
instead that a softly-softly approach towards the
Suharto regime is the only one that will work.

He is now claiming victory for his strategy following
a decision in Jakarta to lift the two-year ban on the
Australian Associated Press. The ban was lifted after
the conclusion of the MPR session. As a result, AAP
joumalist James Dallmeyer, who accompanied Hayden on a
trip to Jakarta in February and was granted permission
to stay on for five weeks, will now be granted a one-
year visa. Dallmeyer was the only Australian jourmalist
in Jakarta to cover the MPR session.

This 'concession' merely restores the position to that
of 1986 when AAP was the only Australian news agency
permitted to have a resident journalist in Jakarta.

Negotiations by the Australian Broadcasting Commission
to re-open its office in Jakarta have as yet failed to
produce any results, despite remarks made last year by
both General Benny Murdani and (then) Foreign Minister
Mochtar Kusumaatmadja that they were not in principle
opposed to the idea.

Bill Hayden has for months been virtnally on his
knees, begging the Indonesians to allow at least one
Australian journalist back in. He has been strongly
criticised in Australia for kowtowing to Jakarta. He

rejected applications by journalists to accompany him to
Jakarta except for those granted permission to enter by
the authorities in Jakarta. Bruce Loudon of The
Australian wrote that Indonesia's refusal to allow
Hayden to pick his own press team "is a diplomatic
insult. Hayden has bitterly disappointed the media and
Australia as a whole" [Retranslated from the
Indonesian, as quoted in Kompas, 7 March 1988].

Hayden only made things worse by using his visit to
Jakarta to launch a scathing attack on Australia
journalism in general. "It is a great pity", he
declared, "that the Australian media is not able to
criticise (Indonesia) properly. The way they carry onis
provocative and will disrupt the co-operation that now
being carefully re-built."

Australian journalists prevented from
accompanying PNG Prime Minister

Two Australian journalists who applied for permission
to acocompany the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea,
Paias Wingti, on a visit to Indonesia in January, were
refused visas by the Indonesian government. The two men,
both based in Port Moresby, were Sean Domey of the
Australian Broadcasting Commission (ABC) and Ian
Vallance of the Australian Associated Press (AAP) [Post
Courier, 15 January 1988].

Candid comments about press freedom

Major-General Subiyakto, the spokesman for the armed
forces fraction in the MPR (uper chamber), told
journalists attending a special briefing during the
recent MPR session that present-day conditions in
Indonesia "are not yet conducive to freedom of the
press". [Jakarta Post, 9 March 1988]. He accused the
press of forgetting to maintain "a balance between its
entrepreneurship and the impact of its publications on
society".

Asked why the government had banned a number of
dailies for technical reasons in the past few months,
Subiyakto said that "those technical reasons are
actually only pretexts" (sic!) and that the "real
reasons for the bans were the dangerous impact of the
publications on the stability of the nation". [There's
nothing like an occasional touch of honesty from the
rulers!]

Subiyakto also said that it was a mistake for the
public to evaluate events at the MPR session "in terms
of foreign philosophies". He warned people to be careful
in monitoring foreign broadcasts.

Weekly banned

Vista a weekly that has recently been taken over by
Suryo Paloh, the proprietor of Prioritas, the daily
banned last July, was ordered not to circulate its third

issue under the new management and told that its
publishing permit had been withdrawn.

Vista, a periodical devoted to films, music and
general entertainment, has been appearing for eighteen
years. It was taken over by Surya Paloh after earlier

efforts to launch a new daily called Realitas were

frustrated by the authorities. He had hoped to resume
publication of some kind, partly in order to employ the
staff of 98 people who lost their livelihood with the
closure of Prioritas. In order to keep the team
together, he has been paying them seventy per cent of
their wages for the past seven months.

The stated reasons for the latest ban are purely
technical and relate to the number of pages produced,
144 instead of the 86 permitted under the licence, and
the size of the magazine which was ore centimetre larger
than specified in the licence. However, these are only
pretexts, as Major-General Subiyakto has since
confirmed.

The Vista editors were obviously aware of the risks
they were taking. By the time they produced the third
issue, the names of the members of the editorial board,
all of them from Prioritas, had been left out and
replaced by a series of dashes. On page four, the column
entitled Analysis consisted entirely of dots ard dashes.
After a whole page of this, the 'article' concluded with
the words: "Readers, please pray for us and wish us a
long life." [Tempo, 5 March 1988] *r
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HUMAN RIGHTS

ICFTU complains to ILO about Indonesia

The Intermational Confederationof Free Trade Unions has
lodged a formal complaint with the International Labour
Organisation against the Indonesian Government regarding
the lack of trade union rights. The ICFTU Secretary-
General pointsout in a letter sent on 15 December 1987
that the organisation has often expressed concern to the
Indonesian authorities at the restrictions, particularly
during a high-level mission to Indonesia in 1984.
TheICF TU complains about serious limitations on the
right to strike, according to a 1963 presidential
decision prohibiting strikes in ‘essential services'
which includes not anly government departments,
railways, harbours, transport, civil aviation, radio and
post, but also state corporations (electricity, gas and
oil supplies, mining, chemical plants, pharmaceuticals,
sugar, rubber and tobacco estates). as well as foreign
companies like Shell, Caltex, Goodyear and Dunlop.
The most serious violation of trade union rights,

according to the ICFTU, concerns the denial of the right
to organise in all the public services, which include
education and health care, as well as enterprises partly
owned by the State. These include companies operating in
the steel industry, oil and gas and their sub-
contractors, import and export enterprises, as well as
banks and agricultural estates. Indonesia's 1.5 million
teachers are also denied the right to form a trade
union. The ICFTU says that more than half the employed
workers in Indonesia are deprived of the right to
establishor join trade unions of their own choosing and
to operate these organisations freely; they are obliged
to join Korps Pegawai Republik Indonesia (Korpri), the
government-run civil service union.

"In the ICFTU's view," it says, "the compulsory
menmbership of Korpri by all Indonesian public
servants... constitutes a very serious violation of the
principles of freedom of association.” 4

Prisoners die in transit

Eight convicted prisoners who were being transported by
ship from Ujung Pandang to Surabaya were found to be
deadon arrival in the East Java capital. They were in a
group of 33 prisoners being transferred to Kalisosok
Prison in Surabaya. The group was being guarded by
mobile brigade (police) troops and had set out on 12
February, arriving in Surabaya on 15 February.

They had been kept in the ship's hold which was badly
over-crowded. Doctors later confirmed that they had died
from lack of axygon. Some bodies were found to be
handcuffed. Other bore wounds on their heads and chins
that may have been caused by being thrown about in the
hold during high seas.

According to the prison authorities, there were no
funds to return the bodies to Ujung Pandang for burial;
if relatives did not collect the bodies within three
days, they would have to be buried locally [ Kompas, 16
February, and Jawa Pos, 15 February]. xs

* * * * *

Youth organisations still holding out

Local branches of two youth organisations that have
refused to camply with the Societies Law requiring them
to accept Pancasila as their sole ideology, are under
constant pressure to dissolve and re-constitute
themselves under new names in defiance of their central
boards.

The branches of the Gerakan Pemuda Marhaen (Marhaen
Youth Movement) and the Pelajar Islam Indonesia
(Indonesian Islamic High School Students) in East Java
have resisted demands of the provincial social and
political affairs directorate to dismantle their sign-
boards. By persistent cajoling, the authorities are
trying to get the branches to disband themselves and
take down their signboards ‘voluntarily', hoping to
avoid bringing the troops in.

In Jakarta, the GPM chairperson, Rachmawati Sukarmo,
said it was the government's affair if it did not
recognise GPM's existence. "The important thing is that
we exist' [Tempo, 5 February 1988].

In Aceh, the PII branch appeared to be even more
defiant. More than a week after the provincial
government had been instructed to ‘persuade’ the local
branch to disband, the branch went ahead with a training
course for 125 members.

A Muslim intellectnal, Endang Saifuddin Anshari,
formerly a PPI leader in West Java, called the situation
tragic. The PII could not accept Pancasila as its sole
ideology; it sticks to its opinion that Islam is not
contrary to Pancasila [Tempo, 5 February]. 354

#

Embassy pressure on UPNG bookshop to
stop selling TAPOL Bulletin

The Indonesian Embassy in Port Moresby has failed in
an attempt to have copies of TAPOL Bulletin removed
from the shelves of the University of Papua New
Guinea bookshop. The shcep has been stocking copies
of the Bulletin for several years.

According to TAPOL sources in Port Moresby, the
Second Secretary of the Embassy, in charge of
information, exerted pressure on the bookshop
manager and the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the
University not to sell TAPOL Bulletin. The Vice-
Chancellor took the last available copy of the
December 1987 issuve to check it out for himself. His
opinion was that it was "hard-hitting” but appeared
to be well-researched.

When it seemed that the University might cave in
hoever, because it feared the Embassy would withdraw
funds for a Bahasa Indonesia tutor on campus, a
delegation from the recently-established Melanesian
Solidarity for a Nuclear Free and Independent
Pacific complained to the Foreign Minister, Akoka
Doi, about Indonesian interference. The Minister
said that if the Embassy had any complaints, they
should approach the Foreign Department, not the
University. He sent a message through the delegation
to the Vice~-Chancellor "to put TAPOL back on the
shelves".

Copies of the February 1988 issue, No 85, had just
arrived and were put out for sale; they sold out
within hours. b3

%
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Dutch MEP leaves it all to the ICRC

The repart of Dutch MEP, Janssen van Raay who visited
EastTimor in January is much the same as a report last
year by the Po joumalist, Nuno Rocha [see TAPOL
Bulletin No 83, October 1987], primarily a re-hash of
Jakarta's version of events in East Timor since 1974.
His only reference to current human rights abuse was
that "the International Red Cross has free access to
prisons where the East Timorese prisoners are held, can
submit complaints to the Department of Justice and check
the result". The only reference in his conclusions to
present-day human rights abuse was: "Today there is no
evidence of human rights still being violated, but if
there are, the International Red Cross has sufficient
possibilities to react properly.”

On security, van Raay claimed that "there is no
security problem any more. The last military operation
was in 1984, Since then, the army stopped hot pursuit
and mopping up operations, and Fretilin's presence is
limited to small groups moving in a mountainous area."

"During my stay in East Timor, I had no security
escort. I could go wherever I wanted and speak alone
with whoever I wanted." [Strange to say, he mentioned
no-one at all and offered no quotations of what they
told him.]

Van Raay failed to say that the ICRC has access only
to two prisons in Dili. It has no access to other
detention and interrogation centres in Dili, in the
thirteen district capitals and other towns where army
commands are located.

State Department sees it differently

The shallowness and inaccuracy of these reports is
exposed by no less a source than the US State Department
in its Country Reports on Human Rights Practice for
1987, published in February this year.

While there is no justification for the State
Department to integrate its comments on East Timor into
the chapter on Indonesia, thus legitimising Jakarta's
illegal annexation of the country, its comments on
conditions show just how remote the foreign visitors are

EASTTIMOR

from understanding the reality of East Timor's plight:

* "Periodic skirmishes between Fretilin guerrillas and
the army occurred, with unknown but relatively small
numbers of casualties on both sides."

* "The Government continued to permit selective access
to the province (sic), primarily through escorted
diplomatic visits."

* "Disappearances in East Timor... are widely believed
to be at the hands of security or military authorities
operating under special legal provisions exempting them
from the criminal code. Reports are often unspecific and
virtually impossible to confirm as the Government
rarely, if ever responds to inquiries concerning
disappearances."

* "One international human rights group's reports cite
torture of suspected rebel sympathisers in East Timar at
the hands of military forces."

* "In 1987, the last remaining Timorese held on Atauro
island for suspected support of Fretilin were returned
to their villages where they remain under the close
supervision of local authorities."

* "Judicial warrants for searches are required except
for cases involving suspected subversion, economic
crimes and corruption. However, forced or surreptitious
entry by security agencies occurs periodically,
especially in East Timor."

* "...letter mail to and from East Timor is subject to
official scrutiny. Telephone communication to and from
East Timor requires special government approval."
*"In East Timor, the local Government usually
authorises public assembly for social and ceremonial
events and, as long as there is no perceived security
risk, grants political parties permission to meet
publicly." [The State Department fails to point out that
only Indonesian parties are allowed; all Fast Timorese
parties were disbdnded after the invasion in 1975.]
* "The Government has relocated many rural East Timorese
living in the central and eastern parts of the province
since 1979 to isolate them from Fretilin rebels and,
according to the Government, to facilitate their access
to health, education, and other government services.
Most Timorese require permission to travel outside their
home districts (kecamatan). In some’areas of East Timor
residents may not farm beyond their immediate village
area, and are restricted to their village itself during
military operations in the area." X

East Timorese students in danger

East Timorese stiudents in Jakarta and elsewhere in Java
are facing growing threats from the security forces who
are worried that living in Java gives them easier access
to the outside world.

According to the Students' Secret Commission, the
security forces plan to eliminate all Fretilin and UDT
activists. Two students, one in Semarang and one in
Jogjakarta, have already met their deaths under sinister
circumstances. In May 1987, Acacio from Los Palos, a
student at the Agricultural Institute in Semarang, was
found dead in a well, having been poisoned with gas.

"Street accident” in Jogjakarta

The second student to die was Antonio Moniz da Silva,
astudent at the Faculty of Cooperative E conomics, IKIP,
Jogjakarta. The circumstances of his death are set out
in a document received in February this year.

Moniz fought with Fretilin in the bush from 1975.

After surrendering in 1979, he was sent to continue his
studies in Java in 1981. Replying to a request from the
govermor of East Timor, Mario Carrascalao, he wrote the
governor a letter giving his ideas on how to protect the
economy and culture of the people of East Timor. The
letter was intercepted by Kopskam intelligence and from
then on, Moniz was a marked man.

He was questioned about the letter in August last year
by Amaruddin, a security agent from Jakarta, who accused
him of trying to cause political instability, a charge
he vigorously denied. He was told he would be questioned
again. This never happened, but on 15 December 1987 he
died in hospital, The police told his wife he had been
involved in an accident when a small girl was run over.
But the motor-cycle he had been riding was undamaged and
the "injured' child was never found.

Moniz's wife was not informed of his injuries for
nearly two hours; by the time she reached the hospital,
he could no longer speak and told her nothing before he
died.

Later Amaruddin came to Jogjakarta again to warn the
other students not to talk to anyone about the death of

their friend. %
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